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PREFACE. 


NOTHING  has  contributed  more  to 
the  advancement  of  fcience,  than  the 
eftablifhment  of  literary  focieties  ;  thefe  ex¬ 
cite  a  generous  ardour  in  liberal  minds,  and 
raife  even  envy  itfelf  into  ufeful  emulation. 

In  that  fcience,  which  rational  eftima- 
tion  has  placed  firft  in  the  fcale  of  honour  j 
the  fcience  which  propofes  the  nobleft 
objedts  for  its  end,  the  prefervation  and 
reftoration  of  health  ;  the  improvements 
which  have  already  refulted  from  the  for¬ 
mation  of  focieties  are  well  known  to  the 
medical  world. 

The  principal  part  of  our  knowledge 
muft  be  ever  derived  from  comparing  our 
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own  obfervations  with  thofe  of  others. 
In  this  view  the  utility  of  focieties,  which 
afford  an  opportunity  for  the  mutual  com¬ 
munication  of  our  thoughts,  muff  be  fufff- 
ciently  apparent.  Deccafed  authors  can¬ 
not  folve  our  difficulties,  nor  will  the 
obfervations  made  in  other  ages  and  cli¬ 
mates,  hold  always  true  in  our  own. 

There  are  fome  circumflances  peculiarly 
favourable  to  a  rifing  fociety  ;  each  mem¬ 
ber  thinking  the  honour  of  the  affociation 
in  fome  meafure  dependent  upon  himfelf, 
is  ftimulated  to  the  higheft  exertion  of  his 
powers :  unawed  by  the  fame,  and  fearlefs 
of  being  eclipfed  by  the  luftre  of  his  pre- 
deceffors,  no  damp  is  caff  upon  the  vigour 
of  that  genius,  which  can  alone  produce 
great  difeoveries. 

The  inftitution  of  this  Society  is  to  give 
the  practitioners  in  the  healing  art,  fre¬ 
quent 
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quent  opportunities  of  meeting  together, 
and  conferring  with  each  other,  concern¬ 
ing  any  difficult  or  uncommon  cafes  which 
may  have  occurred ;  or  communicating 
any  new  difcoveries  in  medicine  which 
have  been  made,  either  at  home  or  abroad. 

Medical  papers,  which  may  tend  to  the 
advancement  of  the  fcience,  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Society ;  and  fuch  as  may  be 
deemed  worthy  of  publication,  carefully 
preferved,  until  fufficient  matter  for  a 
volume  (hall  be  collected. 

Many  ufeful  fadts  are  loft  from  the  want 
of  a  proper  opportunity  of  conveying 
them  to  the  world ;  and  though,  when 
confidered  feparately,  they  may  not  be  of 
fufficient  importance  to  claim  the  attention 
of  the  public,  yet  when  a  number  of  them 
are  colledted  together,  they  may  become 
highly  deferving  of  notice :  to  fuch  fadts, 
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when  properly  authenticated,  the  Soc'ety 
will  always  be  particularly  attentive. 

In  order  to  excite  practitioners  to  bring' 
thofe  talents  to  light,  which  would  other- 
wife  lie  buried,  and  ufckfs  to  the  commu¬ 
nity,  the  Society,  on  its  firft  inftitution, 
propofed  to  hold  forth  honorary  rewards 
to  thofe  who  fhould  improve  the  medical 
art. 


They  have  likewife  founded  a  medical 

library,  that  its  members  might  have  an 
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cafy  accefs  to  the  bed;  ancient  and  modem 
authors. 

Further  to  promote  thefe  intentions. 
Dr.  Lettsom,  one  of  its  earlieft,  moil 
aCIive,  and  Heady  members,  has,  with  un¬ 
equalled  generolity,  given  to  the  Society  a 
fpacious  freehold  houfe,  in  which,  befides 
rooms  for  the  meetings  and  ether  pur- 

pofes 
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pofes  of  the  Society,  there  is  a  library 
capable  of  containing  feveral  thoufand  vo¬ 
lumes. 

The  fame  very  worthy  and  zealous 
member,  has  alfo  verted  in  the  public 
funds,  a  fum  of  money  fufiicient  to  ena¬ 
ble  the  Society  to  give  annually  a  Gold 
Medal  of  the  value  of  ten  guineas,  fubjedt 
to  the  regulations  hereafter  to  be  men¬ 
tioned. 

i 

The  Society,  with  the  greateft  pleafure 
and  gratitude,  record  thefe  fplendid  dona¬ 
tions,  which  fo  fully  enable  them  to 
execute  their  original  plan ;  and  although 
nothing  Jimilar  has  been  hitherto  attempted 
in  this  kingdo?n9  yet,  they  hope  that  the 
example  may  appear  not  altogether  un¬ 
worthy  of  imitation. 
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In  printing  the  Memoirs  of  the  Society, 
the  Fellows  and  Correfponding  Members  are 
diftinguiffied  by  initials  affixed  to  their 
names,  from  the  other  refpedtable  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  faculty,  who  have  kindly  fur- 
nifhed  valuable  communications. 

In  the  recolledion  of  the  enjoyment  of 
the  company  and  labours  of  their  mem¬ 
bers,  the  Society  cannot  but  regret  the  lofs 
of  any  individual  of  their  body ;  to  pre- 
ferve,  however,  fome  honourable  memorial 
of  their  former  aflbeiates,  it  is  propofed 
to  introduce,  in  the  publications  of  the 
Society,  memoirs  of  their  deceafed  mem¬ 
bers. 

The  members  of  this  Society  have  ex¬ 
tended  its  foundation  as  much  as  poffible  : 
wiihing  to  rife  fuperior  to  all  low  diftinc- 
tions,  they  have  endeavoured  to  render 
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every  perfon  ufeful  in  that  branch  of  the 
fcience  to  which  he  properly  belongs. 

Animated  with  an  ardent  defire  of  pro¬ 
moting  medical  knowledge,  and  the  good 
of  the  community,  the  Society  lay  the 
following  volume  before  the  public,  and 
requeft  the  further  affiftance  of  the  faculty, 
in  order  to  render  their  labours  more  ex- 
tenfively  beneficial  to  mankind. 


THE  Society  confifts  of  Phyficians, 
Surgeons,  and  Apothecaries ;  and  others, 
verfed  in  fciences  connected  with  medicine ; 
divided  into  Fellows,  Honorary,  and  Cor- 
refponding  Members. 

The  Fellows  alone  diredl  the  affairs  of 
the  Society,  and  are  eligible  to  any  office. 

No 
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No  perfon  is  eligible  as  a  Fellow,  unlels 
refident  in  the  city  of  London,  or  within 
feven  miles  thereof  j  nor  is  any  perfon  redd¬ 
ing  within  that  diftance,  eligible  as  a  Cor- 
reiponding  Member. 

t 

No  Phyfician  is  eligible  as  a  Fellow,  who 
is  not  a  member  of  the  college  of  phyli- 
cians  of  London,  or  who  does  not  produce 
a  diploma,  and  teftimonials  of  his  having 
ftudied  medicine  regularly  at  fome  univer- 
fity. 

No  Surgeon  is  eligible  as  a  Fellow,  who 
has  not  been  approved  of  by  the  court  of 
examining  Surgeons  of  London. 

Every  candidate  for  admiffion  as  a  Fel¬ 
low  of  the  focietv,  muft  be  recommended 
by  three  or  more  Fellows  on  their  perfonal 
knowledge;  but  the  recommendation  of  a 
Correfponding  or  Honorary  Member  may 

be 
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be  founded  on  an  acquaintance  with  his 
character  or  writings. 

The  recommendation,  containing  the 
profeffion  and  place  of  abode  of  the  perfoa 
propofed  for  election  fhall  be  delivered  to 
cne  of  the.  Secretaries,  and  firft  read  in 
the  council ;  that  they  may  be  fatisfied  that 
the  perfon  recommended  has  been  informed 
of  the  regulations  of  the  Society,  and  is 
eligible  according  to  its  flatutes :  It  fhall 
then  be  read  at  the  enfuing  meeting  of  the 
Society,  and  hung  up  in  the  common  meet¬ 
ing  room  for  three  fucceeding  ordinary 
meetings,  if  the  recommendation  be  of  an 
honorary  or  correfponding  member;  but  if 
of  a  fellow ,  it  fhall  be  hung  up  for  fix  or¬ 
dinary  meetings ;  and  on  the  laft  of  thefe 
meetings,  the  votes  fhall  be  taken  by  bal¬ 
lot,  if  eight  Fellows  be  prefent ;  and  if 
three-fourths  of  the  Fellows  prefent  ballot 
4  ini 
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in  favour  of  the  candidate,  he  fhall  be  de¬ 
clared  duly  eledled. 

If  it  appear  upon  the  ballot,  that  the 
perfon  propofed,  is  not  elefted,  no  notice 
thereof  fhall  be  taken  in  the  minutes. 

If  any  perfon  who  has  been  eledted  a 
Correfponding  Member  fhall  come  to  re- 
fide  in  London,  or  within  feven  miles 
thereof,  and  defire  to  continue  in  the  fo- 
ciety,  notice  thereof  fhall  be  hung  up  in 
the  meeting  room  for  three  fucceflive 
nights :  and  on  the  third  he  fhall  be  ballot- 
ted  for  as  a  Fellow,  and  if  eledted,  fhall  be 
admitted  on  making  the  ufual  payment  and 
figning  the  obligation. 

9 

Any  Fellow,  going  to  refide  in  the  coun¬ 
try  fhall,  if  he  defire  it,  be  confidered  as  a 
Correfponding  Member  during  his  ab- 
fence. 


Cor- 


PREFACE. 


•  •• 
xni 

Perfons  of  diftinguiflied  character,  emi¬ 
nently  verl'ed  in  fclcnces  connected  with  medi¬ 
cine,  may  be  eledted  as  Honorary  Members - 

Honorary  and  Correfponding  Members 
have  the  privilege  of  being  prefent  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Society. 

No  proprietor  of  any  empyrical  noftrum 
can  be  a  Member  of  this  Society. 


REGU- 
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REGULATIONS  refining  the  Gold 

Medal ,  founded  in  Commemoration  of 

Dr.  John  Fothergill. 

1.  THAT  the  Medal  be  given  annually 
to  the  author  of  the  belt  Differtation,  on  a 
fubjedl  propofed  by  the  Society,  for  which 
the  learned  of  all  countries  fhall  be  invited 
as  candidates. 

2.  Each  Differ tation  fhall  be  delivered 
to  the  Secretary,  written  in  a  legible  hand, 
in  the  Latin,  Englifh,  or  French  language, 
on  or  before  the  firft  day  of  November. 

3.  With  it  fhall  be  delivered  a  fealed 
packet,  with  fome  device  on  the  outfide ; 
and  within,  the  author’s  name  and  defig- 
nation. 

4.  The  fame  device  fhall  be  put  on  the 
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Differtation,  that  the  Society  may  know 
how  to  addrefs  the  fuccefsful  candidate. 

5.  There  fhall  be  a  Committee  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  Society,  for  the  purpofe  of 
adjudging  this  Medal,  confifting  of  the 
Council ;  to  whom  fhall  be  joined  fuch 
other  members  as  the  Society  fhall  think 
proper ;  and  their  fentence  fhall  be  final. 

6.  The  Medal  fhall  be  adjudged  on  the 
8th  day  of  March,  in  each  Year,  that  being 
the  birth -day  of  the  late  Dr.  Fother- 
gill.  The  firft  Medal  was  adjudged  in 
the  year  1787. 

7.  No  Differ  tat  ion  with  the  name  of  the 
author  affixed  can  be  received,  that  the 
Committee  may  decide  on  the  merits  of 
each,  without  any  knowledge  of,  or  parti¬ 
ality  for,  the  author. 


8.  All 
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8.  All  the  DilTertations,  the  fuccefsful  one 
excepted,  fhall  be  returned,  if  defired,  with 
the  fealed  packets  unopened. 

9.  The  Society  propofe  to  give  7W 
Silver  Medals  annually:  One  of  which 
fhall  be  adjudged  for  the  beft  Effay  or  Ef- 
fays,  read  before  the  Society  within  the 
Year,  written  by  a  Fellow;  the  other 
for  the  beft  Eftay,  or  E  flays,  by  a  Cor¬ 
responding  Member,  or  by  any  per- 
fon,  not  a  member  of  the  Society. 

10.  Any  Gentleman  who  has  had  the 
honor  of  acquiring  the  Fothcrgillian  Me¬ 
dal,  cannot  come  into  competition  for 
the  Silver  Medal,  at  the  adjudication 
of  the  Medals  in  the  enfuing  Tear . 

The  following  Queftion  was  propofed  as 
the  fubjedt  for  the  firft  Prize  Medal : 
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“  What  difeafes  may  be  mitigated  or  cured 

v 

by  exciting  particular  affections  or  paffions 
“  of  the  mind  ?” 

Which  was  adjudged  in  favour  of  Dr. 
William  Falconer,  of  Bath,  Correfponding 
Member  of  the  Medical  Society. 

The  following  Queftion  was  propofed  as 
the  Subject  for  the  Prize  Medal  for  the 
year  1788  : 

1 

“  How  is  the  human  body  in  health ,  and 
“  in  a  difeafed  fate,  affeCled  by  different 
“  kinds  of  Air  ?” 

Queftion  for  the  year  1789, 

“  What  circumfances  accelerate ,  retard , 

* 

“  or  prevent  she  progrejs  of  Infection  ?” 
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ARTICLE  I. 

0/2  the  Character  of  iEscuLAPius,  in  a 
Letter  addrefed  to  John  Coakley 
Lettsom,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &c.  27/22/  by 
him  communicated  to  the  Medical  Society 
of  London . 


Prefatory  Letter  to  Dr.  Lettsom. 


<£ 


<£ 


£C 


<< 


iC 


<c 


“SIR, 

O  U  defire  me  to  fend  you  my 


opinion  concerning  iEfculapius, 
the  reputed  God  of  Phyfic.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this,  I  tranfmit  to  you  an 
account  of  this  Deity  from  papers  which 
I  formerly  drew  up.  It  is  only  a  part  of 
Vol.  I%  E  “  a  larger 


2  Prefatory  Letter  to  Dr.  Lettsom. 

<c  a  larger  Treatife,  in  which  I  have  con- 
“  iidered  the  hiftory  of  the  principal  gods  of 
“  the  Gentile  world.  And  in  the  procefs 
“  of  this  inquiry  I  have  endeavoured  to 
(C  fhew,  firft,  that  moft  of  thefe  deities 
“  were  but  one :  and  that  their  hiftory 
“  relates  ultimately  to  the  fame  objedt : 
fc  and  in  the  next  place  to  intimate,  what 
“  the  prototype,  that  original  objedt,  was. 
“  As  this  is  only  a  part  of  a  larger  work, 
“  the  account,  which  I  give,  may  ap- 
“  pear  fometimes  imperfedt ;  and  my  in- 
“  ferences  not  fo  plain,  as  might  be  wiftied  : 
“  for  they  fometimes  depend  upon  an  an- 
“  tecedent  hiftory,  with  which  you  are 
“  not  acquainted.  It  will  therefore  be 
“  neceftary,  in  the  perufal  of  the  folio  w- 
44  ing  Treatife,  to  make  this  allowance. 

“  I  am.  Sir, 

i(  Your  moft  fincere  Friend 

“  and  humble  Servant, 


<( 


London, 
December ,  1785. 


The  Author/' 


CONCERNING  T  H E 

CHARACTER 

O  F 

iESCUL.APIUS, 

HAVING  given  examples  of  the 
variety,  and  at  the  fame  time,  iden¬ 
tity  of  the  Gentile  divinities ;  and,  having 
particularly  defcribed  Apollo,  Pan,  Friapus, 
Jupiter,  Neptune,  and  fome  others  df  the 
moft  diftingiiifhed  characters,  in  the  per¬ 
formance  above  alluded  to,  I  proceed  now 
to  fEfculapius ;  or,  as  he  is  expreffed  by 
the  Greeks,  Afclfepius.  For  this  hiftory 
we  muft  not  depend  folely  upon  the  wri¬ 
ters  of  Greece,  as  their  evidence  cannot 
be  admitted  without  fome  reftridtion.  It 
appears  plainly,  that  they  oftentimes  mif- 
interpreted  their  ancient  hieroglyphical 

B  2  hiftories. 
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hiftories,  having  loll  light  of  the  original 
purport.  But  before  I  apply  to  the  mytho¬ 
logy  of  Greece,  I  lhall  confider  the  ac¬ 
counts  afforded  from  Alia  Minor ;  and 
thofe  ftill  more  early  from  Phoenicia  and 
Egypt. 

According  to  the  learned  Sir  John  Mar- 
fham,  the  ffffculapius  of  Greece  was  a 
thoufand  years  more  recent  than  the  deity 
of  the  fame  name  among  the  a  Egyptians. 
By  this  he  feems  to  intimate,  that  they 
were  two  diftind  perfons  :  but  they  were 
undoubtedly  the  fame ;  and  this  may  be 
proved  from  their  hiftory.  Therefore  this 
only  ihould  have  been  faid  by  the  learned 
writer  above,  that  iEfculapius  was  rever¬ 
enced  in  Egypt  one  thoufand  years  before 
he  was  known  in  Greece.  As  his  hiftory 
was  manifeftly  imported,  it  will  be  proper 
to  apply  to  perfons  of  thofe  countries  from 
whence  it  came,  lie  will  be  found  to  be 
reprefented  under  various  characters,  like 

a  /Efculapius  Grxcus  millc  annis  recentior  -Tgyptio. 

Marlham  Canon  Chron.  p.  43. 
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the  perfons  of  whom  I  have  before  treated : 
but  of  all  thefe  characters  the  principal  is 
that  of  a  phyfician.  This  at  firft  may 
make  his  department  feem  rather  limited, 
and  not  afford  that  confiderable  character, 
which  he  will  be  found  to  maintain.  It 
will  however  appear,  upon  examination, 
that  he  was  efteemed  the  principal  deity ; 
the  fame  as  Jupiter  and  Apollo;  the  fame 
alfo  as  Ofiris,  Hermes,  Thoth,  and  Apis 
the  phyfician.  |To  thefe  others  may  be 
added,  each  of  whom  at  particular  times 
was  reputed  chief. 


0 

Of  his  W or fkip  and  Litles. 

% 

0 

AESCULAPIUS  v/as  much  reverenced 
in  Afia  Minor ;  and  had  many  temples  in 
Caria  and  Ionia,  and  particularly  at  Perga- 
mus  :  being  greatly  honoured  by  the  people 
of  thofe  parts.  Anilides  of  that  country 
mentions  his  being  worfhipped  under  the 
title  of  Zevg  A<nc\rj7nog ,  or  Jupiter  fEfcula- 
pius,  and  he  gives  him  the  following  high 

B  3  character 
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ehara&er — b  TLtvg  A<rYShy\Tuog — oztrus,  sv  rotg 
lEgcig  £iovjTuim  OlfOg  e<r9\  o  to  zrocv  ccyuv  you  vtfjLuv, 
'Lu'jyo  TCdV  cXcoVy  TCCtl  <pv\u?  a,7TCtVTCjCV.  This 

is  the  deity ,  as  we  learn  from  the  facred 
writings ,  who  manages  and  diredls  the  whole 
world:  the  confervator  of  all  things ,  and 
guardian  of  the  immortal  gods .  Thcfc  gods, 
whatever  their  titles  may  have  been,  were 
in  reality  daemons,  or  men  c  deified.  Of 
thefe  there  was  one  principal  and  parent  of 
the  reft,  and  among  the  many  denomina¬ 
tions,  with  which  he  was  diflinguifhed,  one 
was  ^Efculapius. 

He  was  efleemed  the  chief  deity  at 
Memphis,  where  a  live  d  ferpent  was  pre- 
ferved,  as  an  emblem  of  him,  and  treated 
with  a  religious  reverence.  From  hence 
we  may  perceive,  that  he  muft  have  been 

*  Ariftides.  Orat.  vi.  p.  67. 

We  find  him  rcprefented  in  the  fame  manner  by  the 
Emperor  Julian — twv  oAcov.  Orat.  iv.  p.  153. 

c  Upon  this  fubje£t  the  reader  may  have  rccourfe  to  a 
very  valuable  treatife,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Farmer,  of  W al- 
fhamftow. 

*  VElian  de  Animal,  1.  xvii.  c.  39.  p.  912. 
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the  fame  as  e  Apis,  the  god  of  phylic  :  who 
was  alfo  looked  upon  as  the  principal  god 
of  that  place.  They  indeed  efteemed  him 
the  fovereign  of  all.  We  therefore  muft 
not  wonder,  if  we  find  him  ftyled  f  Gsog 
svspyegccrog,  a  deity  the  moft  e?iergetick  a?id 
operative  of  any .  g  Qeog  ^ey^og,  the  greatcjl 
of  all  gods .  He  was,  we  find,  the  fu- 
preme  of  the  whole ;  yet  he  was  only  a 
dsemon  :  and  we  may  judge  of  his  hiftory 
and  antiquity  from  the  words  of  Sir  John 
Marfham.  h  iEfculapius  Memphites  inter 
primos  hominum  numeratur,  qui  opinione 
Jiominum  Dii  fadti  funt. 


He  muft  have  been  the  fame  as  1  Sydyc, 
the  man  of  jujiice,  recorded  in  the  hiftories 
of  Phoenicia,  though  thofe  hiftorxes  are 

?  Apis  in  Civitate  Memphi  folis  inftar  excipitur. 

Macrob.  Sat.  1.  i.  c.  21.  p.  2X2.  See  alfo  Strabo, 
3.  xvii.  p.  1058.  and  ./Elian  above. 

AEfculapius  the  fame  as  Oliris.  Diodorus,  1.  i.  p.  19. 
and  p.  76. 

f  ./Elian  de  Animal.  1.  xi.  c.  10.  p.  615, 

g  Lucian  de  Sacrifices,  vol.  i.  p.  359. 

h  Chron.  Can.  fe£t.  i.  p.  41. 

1  pmV.  Julius, 
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fadly  confounded ;  as  they  now  ftand  in 
the  verfion  of  Philo  Byblius.  Efculapius 
was  Z eug,  or  Jupiter:  and  Sydyc  muft  have 
been  the  fame ;  for  his  fons  were  the 
Aiocxvpot,  Diofcuri.  k  Ex  t\s  LvSux  Aiov- 
xvpoi.  They  are  faid  to  have  been  fcven 
in  number,  and  K ct&eipoi,  the  deities  called 
Cahiri .  But  in  another  place  Efculapius 
is  made  the  1  fon  of  Sydyc,  by  which 
fon  muft  be  meant  a  fecond  Efculapius, 
and  he  is  ftyled  aSehtpog,  or  brpther  to 
the  reft ;  if  the  reading  be  true.  We 
have  a  particular  hiftory  given  of  thefe 
Cabiri  by  Damafcius  in  Photius,  where 
the  name  of  Efculapius  is  fubjoined,  but 
the  word  ochxcpog  is  not  mentioned.  m  Eu- 
Svxw  eyevovro  Itttoc  woaoeg,  ig  Aiorxvpvg  eppiy- 
veuvci,  xui  Kec£sipxg,  OySoog  tytvsjo  tirt 
TVTOig  o  E<r[Avvog9  ov  A<tx\v\tuov  ep(xrjv6vv<ri.  7 0 
Sydyc  ‘were  born  /even  fonsy  who  are  by  in¬ 
terpretation  the  Diofcariy  or  fons  of  Jupiter , 
and  Cabiri y  to  thefe  was  an  additional  eighth , 
who  is  efeemed  the  fame  as  /Efculapius . 

k  Sanchoniathon  apud  Eufeb.  P.  E.  1.  i.  c.  io.  p.  36. 

J  Oyfoos  avT uv  a&Apo?  A<rxA?)7n3f,  Ibid,  p.  39. 

*  Photii  Bibliotfa.  p.  1074. 
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Philo  affords  a  fimilar  hiftory  of  thefe 
perfons.  n  Ez  tv  Zvdvz  Atocncvpoi,  tj  K aCsipoi, 
7]  K opvSccuT6o9  y  EccpicGptxzeg.  From  Sydyc 
came  the  perfons  called  Diofcuri ,  Cabiri \ 
CorybanteSy  and  Samothrac.es,  The  lad 
name  was  given  them  from  their  being 
particularly  worfhipped  in  Samothracia : 
where  their  rites  were  edeemed  the  mod 
folemn  and  myderious  of  any,  and  of  the 
highed  antiquity.  They  are  dyled  by 
0  Cafiius  Hemina  Ssvg  ftsyccXvg,  §evg  %ovj crrvgy 
Sevg  $uva,Tvg'  great ,  benevolent ,  and  power¬ 
ful  deities.  As  they  were  the  fame  as  the 
Corybantes,  their  father  Sadyc  or  Sydyc, 
mud  have  been  Corybas ;  and  this  hidory 
may  be  further  illudrated  from  the  account 
given  of  that  perfon.  We  accordingly 
find  Corybas  dyled  in  an  Orphic  hymn, 
p  N vKTEgivov  K vpvjTOty  the  nodlurnal  Cures : 
AioXopiogtpcv  uvuzTct,  the  prince  of  various 
formSy  Si(pvv},  a  deity  of  a  twofold  na¬ 

ture  'y  pcogQvjv  CVG(p£p)OlO  opal  covrog,  who  was 
reprefen  ted  under  the  figure  of  a  dark  fir - 


»  Eufeb.  P.  E.  1.  i.  c.  10.  p.  36. 

*  Macrobii  Saturn.  1.  iii.  c.  4.  p.  276, 
?  Orph.  H.  38. 
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ferity  under  which  figure  TEfculapius  is  con¬ 
tinually  found.  Cory  has  therefore  and  JE{- 
culapius  were  the  fame. 


Of  the  CABIRI 

THE  Cabiri  are  faid  above  from  Philo 
to  have  been  feven  in  number,  and  all 
fons,  but  they  are  differently  deferibed  by 
other  writers.  q  Acufilaus  Argivus  made 
them  the  children  of  Camilus,  and  fix  in 
number :  and  they  were  faid,  according  to 
Pherecides  Syrus r,  to  confifi:  of  three 
Ions,  and  three  daughters.  According  to 
Mnafeas,  whofe  authority  is  quoted  in  the 
Scholia  to  5  Apollonius  Rhodius,  there  were 
only  four  Cabiri :  and  there  is  ftill  a  fur¬ 
ther  difference  of  opinion  concerning  them, 
as  may  be  found  upon  confulting  their  hif- 
tory.  Camilus,  the  fuppofed  father,  as 
mentioned  from  Pherecydes  by  Strabo,  is 


n  Strabo.  1.x.  p.  724. 

1  Strabo,  above,  p.  724. 

•  Scholia  to.  1.  i.  v.  917. 
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by  other  writers  expreffed  Cadmilus  and 
Cafmilus,  the  fame  as  1  Hermes.  Herodo- 
tus  takes  notice  of  a  temple  dedicated  to 
the  Cabiri  at  u  Memphis,  where  we  know 
iEfculapius  was  the  chief  deity,  Memphim 
urbem  praefentia  numinis  i£fculapiiw  cla- 
ram.  Two  live  ferpents  were  preferved 
there  and  held  facred,  thence  we  may  be 
affured  that  Cadmilus,  Sydyc,  Corybas, 
Hermes,  Jupiter  Apis,  and  fEfculapius, 
were  the  fame  perfon :  and  they  will  be 
found  all  to  terminate  in  the  Orphic  Pro-^ 
togonus,  the  reputed  firft  man :  the  fame 
who  is  reprefen  ted  x  floyevy,  <5 )<pvij,  fprung 
from  an  egg,  and  of  a  twofold  7iature% 
yevenv  M oucapuv  Ovyjtcovt  avQpm row,  from  whom 
all,  both  the  Makar es,  or  deified  perfons , 
and  thofe  who  are  mere  mortals ,  are  de- 

1  O  7rpofi9sfx£i/o;  KottryAXo;,  ‘Ep/xi if  tfi v,  Schol* 
above,  1.  i.  p.  917. 

u  Herod.  1.  iii.  c.  37.  p.  214. 
w  Marcellinus.  1.  22.  p.  277,  iElian  de  Animal. 
}.  xvi.  c.  39.  p.  912. 

*  Orph.  Hymn.  5. 
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We  have  feen  that  according  to  Philo, 
the  fons  of  Sydyc,  the  man  of  jujlice , 
amounted  to  feven,  with  a  perfon  added, 
who  made  eight.  But  this  does  not  appear 
to  be  accurate,  and  is  contradicted  by  eve¬ 
ry  other  writer.  If  then  we  correct  the 
Phoenician  mythology  by  the  Samothra- 
cian,  we  may  allow  that  Sydyc  had  a  fa¬ 
mily  of  feven  perfons :  and  that  ./Efcula- 
pius,  the  fame  as  Sydyc,  made  the  eighth. 
In  aCting  thus  we  (hall  hardly  fall  fhort  of 
the  truth.  The  difference  in  the  numbers 
fpecified  feems  to  have  arifen  from  this. 
If  the  whole  of  the  family  was  included, 
they  amounted  to  eight,  and  the  eighth 
perfon  is  particularly  taken  notice  of,  as 
being  of  more  confequence  than  the  reft. 
If  fix  are  mentioned,  then  they  confift  of 
three  fons,  and  three  daughters.  But  if 
four  only,  then  we  may  infer  that  it  was 
the  7  male  part  of  the  family  :  and  ftill 
there  is  one  diftinguifhed  perfon  fpecified, 
whom  we  may  prefume  to  have  been  the 
head  of  the  four.  This  is  confirmed  by  a 

y  Some  include  Ceres  and  Profcrpinc  among  the  four, 
but  this  is  only  furmifc. 
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jp aflage  in  the  Scholia,  to  which  I  have 
before  applied.  For  the  author  in  that 
paflage  makes  mention  of  three  Cabiri, 
and  at  the  end  fubjoins  a  fourth,  as  the 
principal  of  the  whole.  2  cO  os  7roo^i9e^Bvog 
tstqcqtos  K  occrjJiiXog,  E  ^rjg  sg'tv,  tog  tg'ogsi 
Aiow(n$to()og.  From  whence  we  find  that 
the  fourth  perfon  annexed  was  Cafmilus, 
who  was  the  fame  as  Hermes.  Now  it  has 
been  (hewn,  that  Hermes  was  the  fame  as 
Sydyc,  the  father  of  all,  the  fame  alfo  as 
/Efculapius. 


Concerning  the  Lime  of  his  Appearance . 

THE  rera  of  Sydyc  may  be  further 
known  from  the  perfon  whom  he  is  fup- 
poled  to  have  wedded.  LaJ uxy  Us  teyopevt* 
^tKoiito  fjuoc  Ttov  T iTOiViOcov  gvve x6agoc  yevva.  x.  r.  A. 
Eufeb.  1.  i.  c.  10.  p.  37.  From  hence 
we  learn,  that  Sydyc,  denominated  the 
Juft,  had  a  wife  of  the  Titanian  race,  and 

z  See  Scholia,  above,  v.  317. 
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confequently  of  the  Titanian  times,  wild 
bore  him  a  fon,  &c.  Thefe  times  were 
antecedent  to  the  flood  of  Ogyges  and 
Deucalion,  and  before  the  renewal  of  the 
world :  when  Sydyc  was  in  his  primitive 
ftate.  The  fon  born  is  faid  to  have  been 
./Efculapius ;  who  is  made  the  offspring  of 
many  fathers.  This  was  owing  to  a  par¬ 
ticular  miftake  of  the  Grecians,  in  refpetf: 
to  the  Eaftern  mode  of  expreffion.  When 
a  perfon  was  laid  to  be  the  fon  of  Sydyc, 
or  Themis,  that  is,  of  fujlicey  it  only 
meant,  that  he  was  a  juft  man.  A  fon  of 
Cronus  was  a  man  of  ancient  days :  a  fon 
of  Prometheus,  a  man  of  wifdom.  A  fon 
of  the  ear tli,  an  hulbandman :  a  fon  of  the 
ocean,  one,  who  was  conne&ed  with  the 
fea.  It  is  a  common  Hebraifm.  Hence 
we  read  in  the  Scriptures  of  a  fon  of  valour 
for  a  brave  man :  of  a  fon  of  a  murderer 
for  a  perfon  guilty  of  blood.  Alfo  of  a 
fon  of  peace:  a  fon  of  conflation:  a  fon 
of  perdition :  a  fon  of  Belial:  and  a  fon 
of  the  morning. — *  Hove  art  thou  fallen ,  O 


*  Ifaiah,  c.  xiv.  v.  12. 
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Lucifer ,  thou  fon  of  the  morning  !  This  is 
fpoken  of  a  perfon  riling  to  the  zenith  of 
his  glory,  but  call  down  for  his  impiety. 
The  fame  mode  of  expreflion  is  to  be  found 
in  Homer,  where  he  is  fpeaking  of  Mem- 
non  the  /Ethiopian,  who  flew  Antilochus. 

h  * Ov  Hvg  etcteive  (pccELVYis  ocyXaog  Viog. 

Alfo  in  Virgil,  where  he  makes  mention  of 
the  fame  perfon. 

c  Nunc  quibus  Aurora  veniffet  Filius  armis. 

But  thefe  poets,  and  the  people  of  their 
times,  took  Eos,  the  fame  as  Aurora,  to 
have  been  the  real  mother  of  Memnon. 
Whereas  in  this  in  fiance  the  fo?i  of  the 
■morning  fignified  merely  Orientis  Filius,  a 
man  born  in  the  eafty  an  oriental  perfon. 
Thefe  mifconceptions  gave  birth  to  many 
ideal  parents :  fo  that  a  perfon  is  often 
made  his  own  fon,  and  is  brought  under 
different  degrees  of  relation  to  himfelf. 

k  OdyfF.  iv.  v.  188. 
c  jEneid.  1.  i.  v.  751* 

It 
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0  i  1  ,,  ^ 

It  has  been  (hewn,  that  fEfculapius  was 
the  fame  as  Zeus  or  Jupiter,  by  the  Diof- 
curi,  or  Jove  nati,  being  his  children : 
yet  we  have  feen  him  introduced  as  their 
brother.  According  to  Stobseus  he  was 
the  offspring  of  Pan,  and  Hephseftobule. — 
d  Yluvog  Y.c(.i  HtpctifcSaX'/jg.  Pan  w'as  the 
fame  as  Sydyc,  the  origin  of  all  mankind : 
but  reprefented  under  the  character  of  an 
hufbandman  and  fhepherd.  As  to  He- 
phaeftobule,  it  feems  a  ftrange  compound  : 
for  the  word  c  /Sexy  is  a  Grecian  term,  and 
could  not,  I  think,  be  the  termination  of 
the  ancient  and  original  name.  What  the 
Grecian  mythologies  have  expreffed  He- 
phtcfto-bule,  was  probably  in  the  Egyptian 
language  Hephadla-bala  or  baala.  By  this 
is  fignified  the  lady  or  princefs  Hephaffla, 
in  other  words  the  deity  f  of  fire.  Through 
the  w'hole  hiftory  of  Sydyc  or  /Efculapius, 
under  whatever  denomination,  there  is  an 
uniform  reference  to  this  element :  and 

4  So  it  fhould  be  read  inilcad  of  (Vavo?,  &c. 

Stobieus  in  Eclogis  Phyficis,  p.  117.  1.  28. 

e  Analogous  to  nbjO* 

f  Hcphaefta  is  the  feminine  of  or  Vulcan. 

6  the 


Medical  Society  of  London .  iy 

the  perfon,  who  had  the  name  of  Hephaefta 
in  Egypt,  was  in  Syria  ftyled  NWp/«,  and 
Nupia,  a  name  of  the  fame  g  purport.  It 
was  by  the  Grecians  tranflated  llvcf, 
Pyrrha :  which  is  precifely  of  the  fame 
fignification.  In  confequence  of  this,  the 
wife  of  Deucalion,  the  reparator  generis 
humani,  is  uniformly  ftiled  Pyrrha. 

His  Improvement  of  Science . 

AESCULAPIUS  is  faid  to  have  found 
out  h  letters,  and  his  fons,  the  Cabiri, 
were  the  firft  of  all  men  who  made  ufe  of 
them  in  tranfmitting  to  pofterity  the  re- 

«  Nour  in  Hebrew,  and  many  other  languages, 
denotes  fire.  Napa  iv  tyi  'EQpocidi  'cru^,  a  xccloc  tyv 

paQuav  yXc^ccrtxi/y  aAAa  xoa  '£vfna,*tYi  J'luXsxlw,  Epi- 

phanius.  Haeref.  vi.  p.  82.  If  the  context  would 
permit,  one  would  imagine,  that  the  original  reading 
was — a  y.ouov  xotlx  tyv  fi&Qsiav  yXuccrcci/,  aAA %  xaj. 
Epiphanius  adds — (poe.cn  tyv  Naptai/  nvxi  rs  Ncoe  <yu- 
leouxoc.  Ibid.  The  fame  is  faid  of  Pyrrha  by  Tzetzes. 

h  Tauja  zrpcoroi  zraiflwu  virefAiefifACtltcrotun — oi  xa- 
Gupoiy  us  allois  tv(let?MTQ  S’fo?  T O6O6VTOS*  Eufeb.  P. 
E.  1.  i.  c.  10.  p.  39* 

Vo  L.  I. 
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cords  of  Taautus  or  Thoth.  The  inven¬ 
tion  is  likewife  afcribed  to  Toforthrus,  a 
fuppofed  king  of  Egypt,  but  he  is 
efteemed  the  fame  as  1  iEfculapius.  It  is 
alfo  attributed  to  k  Menon,  an  Egyptian, 
who  is  juftly  imagined  to  have  been  the 
fame  as  Menes,  and  to  have  lived  before 
Phoroneus  of  Greece.  The  more  general 
opinion  has  been,  that  letters  were  the  in¬ 
vention  of  Taut  or  Thoth.  J  ripuTos  igi 
Taavlos,  o  tuv  ypotptftcfuv  rrjv  evpetnv  e7Ttvcrj(rccg9 

iv  AiyvTTTiOi  fxe v  6koc\z?civ  QauO.  It  was 
Taautus,  or  as  the  Egyptians  exprefs  the 
name  T’houth ,  who  frjl  brought  about  the 
invention  of  letters .  This  hiftorv  of  Thoth 
is  mentioned  by  Socrates  in  the  Phaedrus  of 
Plato :  who  takes  notice  of  this  perfon  as 
a  reputed  deity  of  great  antiquity,  m  reft 
mrccXctiuv  Sew,  one  of  the  mojl  ancient  gods . 
uvtu)  <?£  cvcpcct  T(p  AaipLovt  eivui  ©&0,  and  the 
name  of  this  Dcemon ,  or  deified  perfon , 

1  OuTGf  A<TxXr.7ri<§i,  Syncellus,  p.  56. 

, k  Menoncm  quindecim  annos  ante  Phoroneum  anti- 
qui/limum  Graecise  Regem.  Pliny,  I.  vii.  c.  56.  p.  413. 

1  Eufeb.  P.  E.  1.  i.  c.  10.  p.  31. 

TawJloc  tvpi  ttjv  ruk  zrpcJlu*  foixuw ►  yfu^r,y,  lb.  p.  36# 

■  Vol.  iii.  p.  274. 
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was  Lhoth .  By  him  the  moft  ufeful  arts 
Were  found  out,  yccti  $yj  xoti  ycocu y.(trot  : 
among  the  ref9  letters .  'Eppiju  Je  'EAA yveg 
n  fA,$T6(p(iucrciV.  Lhe  Grecians  render  this  per- 
Jon  Hermes .  Accordingly,  we  find,  from 

*  Plutarch  and  other  writers,  this  invention 
attributed  to  Hermes.  'Epfiys  Xtyercu 
tv  AiyvTTTcp  ypupiptctja,  'srpoorog  evpsiv.  Her¬ 
mes,  of  all  the  gods  in  Egypt ,  is  faid  to 
have  been  the  firf ,  who  found  out  letters . 
Hence  we  may  infer,  that  thefe  were  all  the 
fame  perfon  under  different  denominations. 
In  another  paflage  p  of  Plato,  the  writing 
found  out  is  fuppofed  to  confifl  of  thofe 
elementary  and  alphabetical  letters,  which 
are  ftill  in  ufe.  But  this  cannot  be  true. 
And  we  are  told  for  certain  from  Manetho 
of  Egypt,  that  the  characters  were  q  hie- 
roglyphicks,  and  that  he  copied  fome  of 
them  from  r  pillars,  tv  yy  Zvoictcniy  (forte 

n  The  fame  is  faid  by  Manetho*  0^9  srpcCjo;  'Eppev?, 
Thoth  iv as  the  frjl  Hermes . 

°  Plutarch  Sympof.  1.  ix.  q.  3.  p.  738. 

p  In  Philebo.  v.  2,  p.18.  Hermes  is  here  ftyled  0iu0.> 

*  Syncellus.  p.  40. 

Epy.x  the  pillars  or  obelifks  of  Hermes .  Ibid, 

C  2  ZvfiFytxy) , 
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Lvptfyw j),  which  had  been  engraved  there 
by  Thoth,  the  firft  Hermes.  *  Marcellinus 
mentions  feme  curious  infcriptions  of  this 
fort,  which  were  to  be  feen  in  the  Syringes 
of  Upper  Egypt.  Thefe  were  fubterranean 
palfages,  which  the  ancient  Egyptians  had 
formed  in  the  rock  with  many  windings : 
et  excifis  parietibus,  volucrum  ferarumque 
genera  multa  fculpferunt,  et  animaliurn 
fpecies  innumeras,  quas  hieroglyphicas  li- 
teras  appellarunt.  fie  fpeaks  of  them  as 
having  been  executed  before  the  deluge. 
And  Manetho  would  fain  give  them  the 
fame  age :  and  mentions  their  being  tranf- 
lated  J  pctTcc  tov  KUTccxXuG'fAov,  after  the  de¬ 
luge :  and,  as  he  intimates,  loon  after.  The 
letters,  we  hud,  were  certainly  u  hierogly- 
phical,  and  have  been  attributed  to  a  per- 
fon  of  various  denominations,  one  of  which 
was  Toforthrus,  the  inventor  of  many 
arts.  w  OvTog  AvKXriTrio;  Aiyv7moig  Cioc  toju 

*  Marcellinus.  1.  xxii.  p.  263. 

1  They  are  to  be  feen  entire  at  this  day,  and  have 
been  vifited  by  Poccck,  Nor  den,  and  others. 

0  Synccllus.  p.  40. 

*  Ibid.  p.  56. 
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iOirptKrjv  vevofjug-ai,  kou  ttjv  hoc  %eg‘uv  XiQcav 
ciKohpuocv  evpocro'  ocXXoc  kou  ypoc(p7]g  nupuXvfiy\. 
He  is  ejleemed  the  fame  as  JEfculapius  by  the 
Egyptians  for  his  knowledge  in  phyfck . 
He  firft  found  out  the  ere  Bing  of  buildings 
with  Jlones  cut  and  fmoothed.  He  alfo 
made  the  fcience  of  letters  his  fudy  and 
care .  Some  have  attributed  the  fcience  of 
phyfick  to  Apis,  and  fuppofed  that  iEfcu- 
lapius  only  improved  the  art.  But  he  was 
the  father  of  the  Cabiri,  and  efteemed 
pcsytg’og  the  fupreme  of  all. 

tcov  oXuvy  the  confervator  of  the  whole 
world ;  and  ftands  too  high  to  have  re¬ 
ceived  inftruftions  from  Apis.  Indeed  I 
take  the  name  Apis  to  have  been  only  a 
mark  of  relation :  and  given  to  a  perfon 
called  by  way  of  eminence,  the  Father , 
who  was  the  fame  as  JEfculapius,  Proto- 
gonus,  and  Sydyc.  JEfculapius  muft  have 
been  alfo  the  fame  as  the  ferpentine  deity 
Cneph,  who  was  reprefented  with  an  egg 
before  his  mouth,  to  fignify,  as  is  gene- 

x  Clemens  Alexand.  Strom.  1.  i.  p,  362. 

C  3  rally 


22 


MEMOIRS  of  the 

rally  fuppofed,  that  he  was  woytvtic,  or  pro¬ 
duced  from  the  y  mundane  egg.  He  was 
looked  upon  as  the  moft  ancient  of  the 
gods,  and  fuperior  to  all :  and  we  have 
feen  that  Aifculapius  was  efleemed  the  fame. 
The  god  Pan  was  held  by  the  ./Egyptians 
in  the  like  eftimation.  Accordingly  He¬ 
rodotus  tells  us,  z  rictg  Aiyv7TTi0i(ri  YJccv  pcev 
apxaiOTUTo;,  Among  the  people  of  Egypt, 
Pan  is  looked  upon  as  tnojl  ancient  of  the 
gods .  In  the  orphic  vcrfes  he  is  fly  led, 
*  Ttrecvrc^uTje,  tie  produce r  of  all  things  \  yeve- 
rap  tvccvtov,  the  univerfal  father .  Thefe 
three,  therefore,  muft  have  been  the  fame 
perfon,  who  was  differently  denominated 
in  his  feveral  places  of  worfhip, 

y  They  reprefented  him  of  an  human  {hapc,  of  a 
dark  complexion,  inclining  to  black. — tp/xni/fun*  <Si  to 
won  tou  xco-txon.  They  interpreted  this  egg  to  be  the 
world .  Eufeb.  P.  E.  1.  iii.  c.  u.  p.  115. 

He  might  be  faid  both  to  have  proceeded  from  the 
egg,  and  to  have  produced  it. 

*  L,  ii.  c,  145,  p.  174. 

*  Orph.  H.  jo. 
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Concerning  the  Emblematical  Serpent . 

W  E  have  feen  above  that  the  deity 
Hephsfta  was  reputed  to  have  been  the 
wife  of  Pan,  and  the  mother  of  iEfcula- 
pius.  She  is  alfo  faid  to  have  been  the  wife 
of  the  firft  Memphite  king  Nechorophis. 
The  reafon  of  this  perfon  being  efteemed  a 
monarch  in  Egypt,  and  Hephaefta  holding 
the  fame  rank  with  him,  was  owing  to 
that  cuftom  of  colonies  from  all  parts 
prefixing  the  names  of  their  anceftors  to 
the  lifts  of  their  princes.  Nechor  in  the 
b  language  of  Egypt  fignified  a  king ;  and 
Ophis  denoted  a  ferpent ,  under  which 
fymbol  this  chief  anceftor  was  worlhipped. 

His  various  titles  have  been  enumerated, 

✓ 

among  which  were  Hermes  and  /Efcula- 
pius :  and  upon  gems,  coins,  and  marbles, 
infcribed  with  thefe  names,  a  ferpent  is 
continually  to  be  c  found.  Cneph  was 

b  What  is  here  rendered  Nechor,  is  at  other  times 
exprefTed  Necho,  Nechao,  Necus,  and  Negus. 

c  See  Spanheim  de  ufu  &  praeftantia  Num,  v.  i.  p, 
12,  16,  217,  and  417. 

C  4  ftyled 
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ftyled  d  Agathodaemon,  or  the  good  Dertnon, 
and  Aifculapius  was  efteemed  the  fame,  on 
account  of  the  benefits  which  he  bellowed 
upon  mankind.  And  as  he  was  fuppofed 
to  have  had  a  return  to  life,  and  a  renewal 
of  youth,  he  was  on  that  account  wor- 
/hipped  under  this  lymbol  of  a  ferpent ; 
the  meaning  of  which  I  have  mentioned 
e  before.  The  Phoenicians  gave  the  name 
of  Agathodaemon  both  to  the  deity,  and 
to  the  animal ;  and  the  f  Egyptians  did  the 
fame.  At  Thebes,  where  Cneph  was  par¬ 
ticularly  worfhipped,  two  ferpents  were 

a  Sanchoniath :  apud  Eufeb.  P.  E.  1.  i.  c,  jo.  p. 

41‘  *  ”  •  ^  .  ; 

e  Becaufe  it  gets  rid  of  its  old  age ,  and  grows  young  ; 

rnrn  to  ynpocf  ocnoZxWei.  Scholia  in  Ariftoph.  Plu- 
turn.  v.  773.  JEYizn  mentions  the  fpring  feafon,  ctocv 

aTioS'j(TY[Txi  to  yrga$  0  De  Animal.  1.  ix.  c.  16. 

p.  499- — fxJuf  fxs Tdtpopct  oc7ro  twv  otpiuv.  Scholia 
in  Arifloph.  E igwy.  v.  335* 

{  <J>oin>c£?  it  cc'jtq  (to  ayccQop  dxipovx 

*0 /xotw?  oi  Aifv7r]ioi  Knr\<p  Errovofxcc^itcri.  Tbe.Phnenicians 
call  this  animal  Jgathodamon,  and  the  Egyptians  annex 
the  fame  name  to  Cneph .  Philo  apud  Eufeb.  1.  i.  c.  10. 

p.  41.  *  J  m*  *  * 

Sec  alfo  Plutarch,  de  Amatorio.  vol.  ii.  p.  755. 

preferved 


Medical  Society  of  London .  25 

preferved  alive,  and  called  after  their 5 
manner.  Philo  Byblius  fpeaking  of  a 
complex  hieroglyphick,  in  the  middle  of 
which  a  ferpent  was  deferibed,  fays,  that 
the  Egyptians  placed  it  there,  h  rov  AyocQov 
A oupovoc  a’vjfJLouvovTeg ,  as  an  emblem  of  the  good 
Daemon .  Plutarch,  however,  will  not 

allow  that  any  fuch  ferpents  were  pre¬ 
ferved  at  Thebes,  nor  that  any  mortal 
man  was  efteemed  a  deity.  He  infills  1 
cog  Svtjtov  Gsou  x&sva.  vcftaroivTCig,  ocWoc  ov 
kolXvctiv  ocvjoi  K vvj(p  ccyzvvvjrov  ovtoc  tcou  o&ctvcc- 
tov.  That  the  people  of  Thebes  did  not  allow 
any  god  to  be  a  deified  man :  and  as  to 
their  god  Cneph ,  they  looked  upon  him  as  an 
original ,  unproduced ,  and  immortal  being . 
Porphyry  alfo  fpeaks  of  him  as  a  k  myfte- 
rious,  incomprehenfible  offence.  But  thefe 
were  all  late  refinements,  concerning  which 
I  fhall  treat  hereafter, 

i 

g  Herodot.  1.  ii.  c.  74.  p.  138. 
h  See  Eufebius  above,  p.  42* 

*  His  et  Ofiris,  v.  i.  p.  359. 

k  A oyoq  JWfu^fTo?,  xoa  xtxgv p[AEvo<; ,  xoa  cu  (poevog 
xca  fotpcog  kw&toci.  Porphyry  apud  Eufeb.  P.  E.  1.  iii* 
p.  115. 
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As  to  the  two  ferpents,  which  Plutarch 
denies  to  have  been  ever  kept  at  Thebes, 
Herodotus  faw  them,  and  defcribes  them 
very  1  particularly,  and  I  think  we  may 
fafely  truft  him,  when  he  profeifes  to  have 
been  an  eye-witnefs.  Serpents  therefore 
were  certainly  preferved  in  that  temple  by 
the  Thebans.  And  in  reipedt  to  the  af- 
fertion,  that  no  mortal  deity  wras  there 
worfhipped,  the  very  term  Agathodaemon 
fhews  the  contrary.  Whoever  was  ftyled  in 
this  manner,  muft  have  been  a  mere  m  mor-» 
tal,  for  by  Daemon  is  fignified  a  man  deified . 
It  is  a  title  which  the  Egyptians  would 
never  have  beftowed  upon  the  EternaJ 
God.  There  is  too  much  reafon  to  think, 
that  from  the  bafenefs  of  their  worihip 
they  had  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  loft  fight 
of  him.  Heliod  informs  us,  that  the  per¬ 
sons  efteemed  Daemons  were  men  of  the 
golden  age. 

1  Herodot.  1.  ii,  c.  74.  p.  138.  He  alfo  mentions  a 
facred  crocodile  being  kept  there  alive,  1.  ii.  c.69.  p.  136. 
A  live  ferpent  was  preferved  in  the  chief  temple  at 
Memphis.  ./Elian  de  Animal.  1.  xvi.  c.  39.  p.  912. 

*  Sec  the  treatife  by  the  learned  Mr.  Farmer. 

Aurap 
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51  A VTap  zttii  kbv  tovto  yevog  xpctoc.  yocioc  KccXvi^ev 
T 01  (jcev  A oufAOveg  ei<ri — 

EcGXot,  ETTl^doVlOi,  $vX<XKE£  §V7)TC0V  CCv6gCt)7rCt)V* 

. After  this  race  had  been  buried  and  extinct , 
they  became  Daemons,  a  kind  of  benevolent 
beings  %  who  are  converfant  upon  the  earthy 
and  the  guardians  of  mankind „  Plutarch 

himfelf  mentions  it,  as  the  opinion  of  the 
mod  learned  writers,  that  there  were  both 
good  and  bad  Damons,  and  fo  far  from 
any  of  them  being  efteemed  the  great  firjl 
caufe ,  they  were  often  looked  upon  as  of 
an  inferior  order  to  thofe  principally  held 
to  be  gods.  0  AcufjLovoig  vtt^etols  tmv  decou. 
Porphyry  makes  a  fimilar  diftinftion :  and 
fpeaking  of  improper  facrifices,  he  fays, 
whoever  firft  exadted  them,  p  vk  y\v  aacc  Geos, 
rig  aipeufyg  koli  otyocGog  Soctjjiov*  he  was  nei¬ 
ther  a  god ,  nor  a  benevolent  and  juft  Dee- 
mon :  in  this  place  and  others  he  may  be 

*  Opera  et  Dies,  v.  121. 

0  De  defedtu  Orac.  v.  ii.  p.  418,  419, 

P  Porphyry  oc See  Eufeb.  P.  E.  1.  iv. 
p.  153,  1743  alfo  1.  iii,  p.  141-2. 
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too  q  nice  in  his  diftindtions  ;  yet  from 
every  authority,  we  maybe  affured  that  the 
only  true  God  could  never  be  efteemed  a 
Daemon. 

It  feems,  I  think,  manifeft:  from  what  has 
been  faid,  that  Cneph  could  not  be  the 
Supreme  Deity.  He  was  the  fame  as  Sydyc, 
the  man  of  fuflice ,  whofe  family  con  filled 
of  the  memorable  eight  perfons,  the  fame 
alfo  as  Protogonus,  r  St(pvrjg  uoyevvjc,  that 
frfl-born ,  two -fold  being ,  who  arofe  from 
the  myjlermis  egg ,  who  was  the  original  of 
the  ever-happy  Macares,  or  immortals ; 
and  of  thofe  alfo  who  were  mere  men. 
He  likewile  could  have  been  no  other  than 

I  mean  too  nice  in  diftinguifhing  between  the  po¬ 
pular  gods  and  Daemons,  tor  they  were  in  general  the 
fame.  The  author  of  the  Orphic  Hymns  calls  Neptune, 
wonuf  Aai/uoy,  reverend  Damon ;  Apollo,  QuaQipt  Aat- 
f aqu ,  a  light-producing  Daemon  ;  and  Jupiter,  Aaip,ova 
Zrjva  [xtyxu .  See  Hymns  xvi.  v.  8.  xxxiii.  v.  5. 
lxxii.  v.  1.  Many  other  inftances  might  be  produced. 
Plato  fpeaks  of  Daemons  and  their  origin,  and  mentions 
among  the  principal,  Oceanus  Tethys,  Ops,  Jupiter, 
and  Juno,  and  with  thefc,  all  that  had  any  fuppofed  re¬ 
lation.  Timxus,  vol.  iii.  p.  40,41. 
r  Orph.  Hymn  v. 

Camephis, 
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Camephis,  who  was  mentioned  in  the 

Hermetick  writings,  as  r  irMirurEfiog,  aca 

¥  m 

iravTcov  7T(joyBve£S()ii ;  the  forefather  and  frf- 
born  of  all  men .  In  refpedt  to  the  title  of 
Agathodaemon  given  to  two  deities,  we 
may  from  hence,  and  from  the  preceding 
hiftory,  be  affured,  that  they  were  the  fame 
perfon  :  and  that  Cneph  of  Thebes  was  no 
other  than  iEfculapius  of  Memphis ;  the 
great  phyfician  Apis,  the  father,  and  fup- 
pofed  confervator  of  all  mankind. 


The  Grecian  Account  of  /Efculapius. 

THESE  accounts  of  this  deity,  though 
tranfmitted  through  the  hands  of  the 
Greeks,  were  originally  from  Egypt  and 
the  eaft,  as  is  manifeft  from  the  evidence 
which  has  preceded.  It  will  now  be  pro¬ 
per  to  obtain  his  hiftory  from  the  Grecians 
themfelves,  as  it  was  preferved  in  the  cities 

»  In  Eclogis  Phyficis  Stobaei,  p.  120.  Iablonfky, 

1*  la  C.  /5f.  p. 
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and  temples  where  he  was  worshipped,  and 
as  it  is  to  be  found  in  their  mythological 
writings. 

In  profecuting  thefe  Views  we  muft  take 
care  not  to  be  milled  with  what  the  Ore- 
cians  have  alleged  concerning  the  births 
and  deaths  of  thefe  deities,  and  the  parti¬ 
cular  places  of  their  refidence.  For  the 
wdiole  hiftory  was  imported,  and  the  per- 
fons  whom  they  have  given  out  to  be  na¬ 
tives,  were  all  foreign  to  their  country. 
We  muft  like  wife  give  little  heed  to  the 
degrees  of  relation  which  they  have  efta- 
blifhed ;  for  they  will  be  found  for  the 
moft  part  very  contradictory,  and  incon- 
iiftent,  fo  that  the  hiftory  will  confute  it- 
felf.  Their  rites  and  mythology  they  co¬ 
pied  from  hieroglyphicks,  which  were  not 
well  underftood  even  in  the  countries  from 
whence  they  were  borrowed.  They  were 
in  their  nature  equivocal,  and  the  true 
purport  could  not  be  preferred  long. 
There  was  only  one  hiftory,  from  which 
the  true  meaning  might  have  been  obtained 

by 
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by  comparing ;  but  with  this  hiftory  they 
were  totally  unacquainted* 


Of  the  Birth  of  / Bfculapius > 

TARQUITIUS,  as  he  is  quoted  by 
Ladantius,  acquaints  us,  f  ab  incertis  pa- 
rentibus  ortum  ^Lfculapium,  et  expofitum. 
That  /Efculapius  was  of  very  uncertain 
parentage,  and  had  been  expofed.  And 
we  are  informed  by  Paufanias,  u  Svyrvjv  yv- 
vcx.ix.cx,  fx, 7jtb^oc9  no  woman  of  mortal 

race  was  his  mother *  Yet  according  to 
Cicero  he  was  the  fon  of  w  Arfippus  and 
Arfinoe,  and  is  mentioned  particularly  as 
a  phyfician.  Paufanias  likewife  makes  him 
the  fon  of  *  Arfinoe,  and  the  grandfon  of 
one  Leucippus.  In  both  inftances  he  is 
made  a  defcendant  of  Hippus,  the  myftical 

1  Tarquitius  de  Viris  illuftribus.  Lactant.  de  F.  R. 
1,  i.  c.  io.  p.  39. 

1  Paufan.  1.  vii.  p.  583. 

*  Cicero  de  Nat.  Deor.  1.  iii.  §  5  j. 

*  Paufan.  1.  iii.  p,  277.  1.  ii,  p.  i^r. 
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horfe.  By  fome  he  was  reprefented  as  the 

« 

fon  of  y  Vulcan:  but  the  moft  popular 
opinion  feems  to  have  been,  that  he  was 
the  2  fon  of  Apollo,  and  the  nymph  Coro- 
nis.  She  was  wor (hipped  at  Sicyon,  where 
he  had  alfo  a  temple,  in  which  two  live 
ferpents  were  maintained.  Coronis  is  by 
interpretation  a  a  raven,  and  in  the  accounts 
given  of  her,  there  is  often  fome  hiftory 
of  that  bird.  The  principal  circumftance 
is,  that  her  lover  Apollo  had  been  deceived 
by  the  raven,  which  was  by  him  changed 
from  its  original  colour  white  to  black. 

It  has  been  before  obferved,  that  iTfcu- 
lapius  came  not  regularly  to  birth,  but  was 
taken  from  the  fide  of  his  b  mother,  and 

i 

j  Cicero  de  Nat.  Deor.  1.  iii.  §  57.  Cicero  makes 
mention  of  four  of  this  name. 

z  Tioj/  AtroWwog,  Jv  iyavaro  ^ x  Korean?.  Homer. 

H.  15. - A7roAAwwfc  ArxAr]  7ny  rctT^a.  Paufan. 

I.  vii.  p.  583. 

a  Pauf.  1.  ii.  p.  137.  Of  the  Ravens  delay,  fee  Hy- 
ginus,  p.  492  ;  alfo  Ovid.  Fad.  1.  ii.  v.  253. 

b  Ex  utcro  exfe£tum  jEfculapium.  Hyginus,  Fab. 

ccii.  p.  334. - Excifum  uteromatris.  La£tant.  Pla- 

cidus,  in  Ovid.  Mctamorph.  1.  2.  Fab.  vii. 
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was  p refer ved  during  his  childhood  in  the 
cavern  of  Chiron.  Apollo 

- c  Natum  flammis  uteroq.  parentis 

Eripuit,  geminiq.  tulit  Chironis  in  an¬ 
trum. 

This  circumftance  of  his  birth  is  very 
fimilar  to  the  account  given  of  Bacchus : 
it  was  looked  upon  as  a  renewal  of  life, 
and  he  was  efteemed  to  have  been  a  fecond 
time  conceived  in  this  cavern.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  the  fea  nymph  Ocyrhoe  intimates 
as  much  in  her  prophecy  concerning  him, 
though  flie  feems  to  make  it  commence 
from  his  being  a  fecond  time  expofed  to 
fire. 

d  Crefce,  puer,  dixit;  tibi  fe  mortalia  faspe 

Corpora  debebunt :  animas  tibi  reddere 
ademptas 

Fas  erit :  idq.  femel  diis  indignantibus 
aufus 

Polfe  dare  hoc  iterum  flamma  prohibe- 
here  avita, 

c  Ovid.  Metam.  1.  ii.  v.  629. 
d  Ovid.  1.  ii»  v.  643. 

D  E  que 
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Eque  Deo  corpus  fies  exfangue,  Deufque 

Qui  modo  corpus  eras;  et  bis  tua  fata 
novabis. 

This  hiftory  is  tranfmitted  to  us  with  a 
deal  of  falfe  colouring ;  but  the  principal 
parts  are  plain,  that  the  perfon  fpoken  of 
fhould  be  a  great  benefactor  to  the  world, 
and  even  raife  the  dead  to  life ;  that  he  him - 
felf  frojn  a  deity  fould  be  reduced  to  a 
fate  of  death  ;  and  from  that  fate  floould 
be  reftored  to  a  fecond  exijlence.  Nay,  his 
being ,  according  to  this  prophecy,  0  was  to 
be  twice  renewed .  Ocyrhoe,  who  is  intro¬ 
duced  above  as  a  prophetefs,  is  laid  to  have 
been  a  daughter  of  Oceanus,  and  was  at 
laft  changed  into  Hippa,  a  mare . 

I  have  mentioned  the  hiftory  of  feveral 
deities,  who  after  a  date  of  confinement 
were  reftored  to  life,  and  had  a  renewal  of 

e  The  fame  is  faid  of  Bacchus  Protogonus. 

Tlpwroyovov — ch pin  Tpiyovov  avizxTa. 

Orph.  Hymn  29. 

The  tu'o-fold  thrice-begottcn  prince. 
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youth.  This  was  particularly  the  cafe  of 
Bacchus,  and  of  Ofiris,  the  god  of  medi¬ 
cine.  The  latter  was  enclofed  in  an  ark, 
or  bier,  and  having  been  expofed  upon  the 
waters,  was  loft  and  extincft ;  and  his  death 
was  commemorated  with  many  tears.  He 
was  at  length  found,  and  reftored ;  and  he 
revived  in  the  charafter  of  the  youth  Orus, 
the  phyfician,  the  fame,  who  was  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  converfe  of  the  gods.  The  like 
we  find  told  of  iEfculapius,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  renewal  of  youth,  he  had  a 
temple  in  Arcadia,  ftyled  f  ’AcncXyTnx  vrcuSog 
Is  gov,  the  temple  of  the  boy  Jlfclepius .  Nor 
was  the  dove  forgot,  which  was  fuppofed 
to  have  tended  him  in  his  childhood.  For 
near  the  temple  above  mentioned  of  JEf- 
culapins  Puer,  flood  T guyovog  ftvvjftoC'  Tgo(p x, 
the  monument  of  the  dove ,  who  was  his 
nurfe . 

f  Paufan.  1.  viii.  p.  651  and  667. 

See  notes  to  Fulgentius  in  Hyginus.  p.  928,  9. 
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C  0  R  O  N  I  S. 

THE  raven  alfo  was  farther  commemo¬ 
rated  ;  and  the  city  of  Corone  in  Meffenia, 
fo  called  from  Coronis,  was  no  other  than 
the  city  of  the  raven.  Why  it  was  parti¬ 
cularly  fo  denominated,  many  reafons 
were  given  :  one  was,  that  when  they  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  city,  they  found  a 
1  brazen  figure  of  that  bird.  But  a  better 
reafon  may  be  inferred  from  the  perfons 
there  worshipped :  thefe  were  Bacchus, 
and  ^Efculapius,  the  fuppofed  fon  of  Co¬ 
ronis  ;  and  Artemis  Diana,  Styled  above 
rpvycov  rnrui^orpo(pog^  the  nurjing  dove .  In 
the  citadel  was  Minerva,  or  divine  wifdom, 
holding  in  her  hand  a  h  raven,  which  Shews 
it  was  a  facred  emblem,  and  had  a  relation 
to  the  deities  of  the  place. 

k  Paufan.  1.  iv.  p.  365.. 

*  Ibid. 
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Concerning  a  two-fold  Reference  in  the 

Term  Cor  on  is. 

IT  has  been  mentioned  concerning  Pro- 
togonus,  and  fome  other  deities,  that  they 
were  uoyeveic,  or  fp rung  from  an  egg.  The 
fame  was  faid  of  fEfculapius,  as  we  find 
it  intimated  in  the 1  Pfeudo-Mantis  of  Lu¬ 
cian  :  where  a  ferpent  in  an  egg  is  intro¬ 
duced,  as  a  true  emblem  of  this  deity. 
The  objeft  to  which  it  alluded,  has  been 
already  pointed  out,  and  the  emblem  Co- 
ronis  muft  fometimes  have  had  a  reference 
to  the  fame.  When  it  is  faid  of  fEfcula- 
pius  k  A ict  K opuvig  enure,  that  the  heavenly 
Coronis  produced  him  to  the  world:  this 
could  not  relate  tp  the  raven,  which  though 
connected  with  the  hiftory  of  the  chief 
perfon,  yet  could  have  no  concern  with 
his  fecond  birth ;  or  with  his  birth  at  all. 
Coronis  was  certainly  a  name  given  by  the 
poet’s,  and  mythologies,  to  a  particular 
machine  :  the  fame  in  which  the  gods  are 

0 

i  Lucian,  Pfeudo-Mantis.  p.  870.  Edit.  Salmurii, 
k  Apollonius  Rhcd.  1.  iv.  v,  616. 

D  3  fuppofed 
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fuppofed  to  have  been  enclofed ;  and  to 
have  fuiFered  a  temporary  death.  Coronis 
is  accordingly  faid  to  have  been  a  velTel  or 
float,  whole  extremities  were  equally  railed 
and  turned  up  like  a  crefcent,  and  as  thofc 
of  an  Indian  canoe  are  in  thefe  days.  It 
is  fo  interpreted  by  the  fcholiaft  upon  Ilo- 
mer,  K opuvig — 1  vxvgy  e7rnca^7reig  Txg  axgxg 
exv<rx.  By  Coronis  is  Jignijied  a  Jhip  which 
has  its  two  ends  bent  and  twined  up. 
The  fame  may  be  learnt  from  Hefychius, 
K oguvi^eg,  Kx^7rvXorr^vtuvoi  vrjeg.  Coromdes 
(in  the  plural"  are  fhips  with  their  prows 
turned  upwards .  The  name  was  adapted 
to  veflels  of  this  form,  from  their  repre¬ 
fen  ting  the  lunar  emblem,  the  myftical 
machine  Selene.  This  was  the  original 
Coronis :  and  the  name  was  given  from  a 
bird  of  the  fea.  It  is  certain  that  the 
Larus,  Aithyia,  and  all  the  fpecies  of  gulls 
and  fea  mews,  were  made  emblems  of  fe- 
cure  navigation,  and  of  furviving  in  the 
waters :  and  all  thefe  birds  were  ftyled 
K oguvoct,  CoroncCy  of  the  fame  purport  as 

1  Iliad,  iv.  y.  170. 

Coronides. 


Medical  Society  of  London .  39 

Coronides.  This  we  may  learn  from  He- 
lychius.  Kogwvxt,  xXtou,  A iQvto&t,  KoXu/tGifieg, 
Cor  once,  are  fea  birds,  fuch  as  Ait  by  ice, 
by  which  are  meant  coots  and  divers .  The 
ox  or  fleer  had  a  name  of  the  fame  pur¬ 
port,  Coronius,  K  o^uviog,  ^vost^yj  e%cov 
ke()cctx  pug.  Hefych.  By  Coronius  is  meant 
an  ox  which  has  its  horns  (that  is  its 
budding  horns)  like  a  crefcent  or  new 
moon . 

From  hence  we  may  perceive  that  Co¬ 
ro  n  is  was  a  machine,  the  fame  as  the  va(>6v}% 
of  Bacchus,  the  Cetus  of  Hercules,  the 
Baris  of  Ofiris,  the  \cc(>vcc%  of  Deucalion : 
in  which  thofe  perfons  were  faid  to  have 
been  confined  and  expofed.  And  this  con¬ 
finement  was  reprefented  as  a  ftate  of  death, 
and  the  place  itfelf  as  a  cavern :  alfo  as 
Hades  and  Tartarus,  ft  is  mentioned  of 
/Efculapius,  that  like  the  Indian  deity 
m  Budda,  he  was  taken  out  of  the  body  of 

m  Exprefled  Barra,  &  B stoc  :  an  Indian  philofopher 
and  lawgiver  :  called  alfo  Budda.  See  Ccel.  Rhodos. 
J,  iv.  c.  1.  and  Clemens  Alexand.  Strom.  1.  i.  p.  359. 


4° 


MEMOIRS  of  the 

his  mother,  and  came  indireCtly  into  the 
world,  through  an  opening  in  the  fide, 
made  for  that  purpofe.  This  circumftance 
feems  to  be  tacitly  alluded  to  by  Apollonius 
Rhodius,  in  a  paflage  where  he  is  {peak¬ 
ing  of  the  fuppofed  anger  of  Apollo  upon 
the  death  of  Aifculapius.  He  was  faid  to 
have  been  flain  by  Jupiter,  though  he  af¬ 
terwards  revived. 


n  XuofJLevo';  7vOLi$iy  rov  ev  Xi7Toc^y  Acocs^eioi 
A ioc  Kcguvig  eTixrev  em  7zrgc%oyg  afAVgoio. 

Apollo,  it  feems,  was  difpleafed  at  the  death 
of  iEfculapius,  whom  the  goddefs  Coronis 
brought  fo?~th  at  Lacerea .  Now  in  this 
term  Lacerea  there  is  an  apparent  allufion 
to  that  rent  or  openings  through  which  this 
perlon  is  faid  to  have  come  indirectly  to 
light.  Lacerea  is  probably  an  ancient  Pe- 
lafgic  term,  of  the  fame  purport  as  Xocx(s> 
a  rent,  opening ,  or  jijfure :  Xxx^  x®ov°s> 
X^txa,  x®ovc'^  Hefych.  When  the  word 
lachis  is  applied  to  the  earth ,  it  denotes  a 


Apollon.  Rhod.  I.  iv.  v.  616. 


ckafK 
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chafm  or  rapture .  Analogous  to  this,  is 
the  term  laccro ,  among  the  Romans,  which 
fignifies  to  tear  :  and  lacer ,  any  thing 
torn . 


Hie  lacer  admiffos  terruit  HeCtor  equos. 


By  lacer  'is  meant  lacer  at  us,  a  perfon 
wounded  and  torn .  I  am  fenfible  that  the 
Greek  words  above,  between  which  I  have 
formed  an  analogy,  are  not  expreffed  pre- 
cifely  in  the  fame  manner.  But  this 
amounts  to  little  :  for  the  fame  difference 
is  t  be  found  between  other  words,  which 
have  a  like  relation  ;  particularly  between 
two,  which  are  much  to  the  prefen t  pur- 
pofe.  d  hefe  are  'Ka'xjxivto,  and  A ocxKog. 
Actx°uvu  iignifies  to  dig ,  or  break  up  the 
ground,  and  A outxog,  a  trench ,  or  ground 
fo  broken  up .  Thefe  bear  a  clofe  analogy 
with  the  term  Lacerea.  There  were  more 
places  than  one  of  this  name,  fo  called  in 
memory  of  this  exit  of  ZEfculapius,  or  at 
leaft  of  the  perfon  figured  under  that  cha¬ 
racter.  For  th-re  were  many  cities  and 
fome  regions  in  Greece,  as  well  as  in 
1  other 
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other  parts  of  the  world,  whofe  names 
were  given  in  order  to  record  the  circum- 
fiances  of  this  hiftory.  And  there  were 
rites  inftituted,  by  which  it  was  flill  farther 
commemorated.  Inftances  to  this  purpofe 
may  be  found  in  the  names  of  Larifla, 
Argos,  Arene,  Arcady,  Boeotia,  Corone, 
Coronea,  Theba,  Pyrrha,  Iolchus.  — 
Among  thefe  we  may  reckon  c  Lacerea, 
which  is  faid  by  Stephanus  to  have  been  in 
Magnefia,  where  the  hiftory,  both  of  the 
Argo,  and  of  Deucalion  were  particularly 
commemorated.  He  adds  farther,  that 
Hellanicus  treated  of  it  in  his  hiftory  of 
Deucalion,  and  that  it  was  alfo  called 
Hermion,  and 'Efjpiovrj — Herm-Ione.  There 
is  another  circumftance  remarkable  in  this 
fecond  birth  of  AEfculapius,  when  he  came 
out  of  Coronis  ;  that  he  was  not  produced 
in  a  fheltered  valley,  nor  amidft  groves  and 
fountains,  as  they  fabled  of  other  deities  : 
but  E7rt  7r^o^oYig  u/xvgoio,  upon  a  fore  or 
beach  :  or  rather  upon  a  collection  of  ooze 
and  mud .  A fiu^cg  KxSuy^og  roirog*  Helych, 


*  Sec  Stephanus  Aetxfcfia. 


By 
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By  amyrus  is  Jignified  a  place  of  a  damp 
and  marfhy  nature :  and  by  tt^oxovj  is  inti¬ 
mated  a  collection  of  fuch  moift  and  oozy 
matter,  as  places  of  this  fort  abound  with, 
efpecially  after  a  great  inundation.  I  go  no 
farther,  than  to  mention  hiftorical  faCts : 
the  fagacious  reader  will  make  proper  in¬ 
ferences. 


Of  fome  particular  Temples  ere  died  for  his 
Worjhip :  and  of  the  Deity  M 1  l  i  d  a  t  h  . 

AT  Pergamus  he  had  a  p  temple,  which 
is  reprefented  as  very  fplendid ;  and  there 
was  another  at  LeCte  in  Caria,  where  he 
was  worfhipped  jointly  with  Venus 
q  ccvotSvofAEVTj,  rijing  from  the  waves.  He  was 
held  in  particular  honour  by  the  people  of 
Epidaurus ;  where  flood  a  temple  built 
r  Ao'K\r}7rut)i  kcu  AttoWcovi,  A lyvmioiq — to  the 

P  Lucian  Icaro  Menippus.  vol.  ii.  p.  295. 

<3  Strabo.  1.  xiv.  p.  971. 

r  Paufan,  1,  ii,  p,  174. 


/Efculaphis 
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/. Efculapius  and  Apollo  of  Egypt .  At 

Cenchreae  near  Corinth  he  was  wor- 
fhipped  jointly  with  5  Ilis.  From  hence,  I 
think,  we  may  perceive,  from  what  part 
of  the  world  his  rites  and  hiftory  were 
imported  ;  and  be  aflured  that  they  came 
from  Egypt.  From  his  being  twice  born, 
and  fuftaining  two  characters,  both  as  old 
and  young,  he  was  accordingly  at  times 
reprefented  with  a  beard,  yeveia.  exwv,  as  at 
!  Delphi :  at  other  times  ccyaX/xa.  w  exov 
yeveiov,  he  had  a  Jlatue  without  a  beard  ;  as 
at  u  Sicyon.  At  the  former  place  he  was 
worfhipped  under  the  fignificant  title  of 
A pxuyBTfls>  *  Archagetes.  There  is  a 
temple  not  to  be  omitted,  which  the  Cre¬ 
tans  dedicated  to  him  at  a  place  called 
Lebena,  1  Ev  rri  A e£rjvy  tcov  K grjTcov 
Ao-nXyTTEicv.  Now  by  Lebena  is  fignified 
(pS)  the  moon  ;  not  the  planet  in  the 
heavens;  but  the  mydick  moon,  whofe 

*  Pau f.  1.  ii.  p.  1 14. 
f  Ibid.  1.  x.  p.  879. 
u  Ibid.  1.  ii.  p.  141. 
w  Ibid.  1.  x.  p.  879. 
x  Ibid.  1.  ii.  p.  172. 

hi  (lory 
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hiftory  was  here  recorded.  Mount  Leba¬ 
non  was  denominated  from  the  fame 
objed  as  we  may  learn  from  the  temple 
of  Venus  y  Architis,  which  flood  there, 
and  from  the  rites  obferved.  For  here  the 
death  of  Adonis,  like  that  of  Ofiris,  was 
commemorated  with  tears ;  and  his  return 
to  life  with  joy  and  z  exultation.  Other 
rites  of  the  fame  nature  were  obferved  in 
Crete ;  where  this  lunar  deity,  under  a 
different,  but  more  fignificant  denomina¬ 
tion,  Minoiis,  was  defcribed,  as  returning 
to  life,  and  renewing  his  youth.  Min  and 
(M^y)  Men,  fignified  the  moon  :  and  the 
name  given  him  of  Minous,  was  a  com¬ 
pound  of  Min  and  Noils.  The  hiftory  is 
to  be  found  in  Claudian. 

a  Cretaque,  fi  vere  narratur  fabula,  vidit 
Minoum  rupto  puerum  prodire  fe- 
pulchro. 

Minoiis,  or  Men — Noils  is  the  fame  perfon 

y  Macrob.  1.  i.  c.  xxi. 

*  Lucian  de  Syria  DeL  vol.  ii.  p.  878. 

a  Claudian  de  Bello  Getico.  v.  442. 

as 
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as  yEfculapius  Archagetes,  and  hvyCkrrrticq 
Tract;:  and  his  hiftory  is  the  fame.  The 
purport  of  the  above  defcription  is,  that 
Men-Noiis,  after  he  had  been  in  a  ftate  of 
death,  and  entombed,  as  we  may  infer,  in 
Lebena ;  at  laft  burft  his  cearments,  and 
came  out  in  a  ftate  of  childhood.  The 
poet  adds. 


Quern  fenior  vates  avium  clangore  re- 
per  turn 

Gramine  reftituit :  miras  tarn  munere 

i 

fortis 

Dulcia  mella  necem,  vitam  dedit  horridus 
anguis. 


This  was  undoubtedly  taken  from  an 
hieroglyphical  reprefentation  of  a  very 
ancient  tradition  :  in  which  were  defcribed 
birds  and  bees,  together  with  the  emblema¬ 
tical  ferpent.  Providence  alfo,  under  the 
figure  of  an  aged  perfon,  wras  defcribed  as 
receiving  Min- Nous,  reftored  to  life,  and 
childhood,  and  reclining  him  upon  the 
ground.  As  to  the  ferpent,  we  know  it  to 
have  been  the  emblem  of  life  renewed, 

and 


8. 
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and  bees  have  a  continual  place  in  thefe  f 
allegorical  defcriptions.  They  nourilhedx 
Jupiter  in  his  childhood,  they  fed  Daphnis. 

They  alfo  preferved  Cometes,  when  he 
was  in  a  ftate  of  confinement. 


*  K oci  tv  xa,TEK\ct(r9i]s  eg  Xctgi /omoc,  uai  tv 
fjLsXicro'ccv 

K Tiptoe  (psfopevog  erog  dgiov  e^eTeXecTc^g. 


You  was  ?noreover  font  up  in  an  arky  and 
furvived  a  c  long  feafon  upon  the  honey  af¬ 
forded  by  bees .  It  may  be  worth  while  to 
inquire  into  the  origin  of  this  notion.  It 
is  to  be  obferved,  that  there  was  an 
oriental  deity  mentioned  by  d  Herodotus 
and  others,  under  the  name  of  Mylitta, 
which  Selden  fays,  was  the  e  Moon,  or 
Venus.  Of  the  two  it  was  more  properly 
the  Moon.  According  to  Scaligerf,  it  was 

b  Theocritus.  Idyl.  vii.  v.  84. 
c  Ero?  upiov,  Some  make  it  two  months,  Tome  three, 
fome  a  year. 

d  KccKezcrt  fit  Accvpioi  rrju  AtppofiiTfiv  Mi/Xittx. 

Herodot.  1.  i.  c.  cxxxi.  p,  66.  &  c.  exeix.  p.  95. 
e  De  Diis  Syris.  p.  174. 
i  See  Selden  above. 

6 


taken 
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taken  from  a  Chaldaic  term  Mylidath, 
which  fignified  yevtTcifict,  or  parent .  Both 
5  Voflius  and  h  Bochart  take  notice  of  it, 
and  think  it  relates  to  birth  and  delivery : 
and  that  as  a  deity  it  is  no  more  than 
Lucina,  and  Ilithyia.  Selden  alfo  fhews 
that  it  was  the  fame  as  1  Mithra  of  the 
Perfians,  which  they  efteemed  the  moon 
upon  its  increafe ;  and,  like  Demeter,  the 
mother  of  the  world.  It  is  very  certain 
that  Mylidath  or  Mylitta  was  fuppofed 
to  be  that  being,  by  whom  all  things  were 
nurfed,  and  through  whom  the  whole 
world  was  k  reftored.  She  was  reprefented 
as  the  moon  :  but,  as  I  have  repeatedly 
faid,  not  the  luminary  in  the  heavens ;  for 
what  one  of  thefe  attributes  can  be  made 
to  agree  with  her  hiftory  or  appearance  ? 


£  Voflius  tie  Idololat.  v.  i.  1.  ii.  p.  413.  Melittam— 
puta  Lunam. 

h  Bochart  Hierozoic.  Pars  prior.  1.  ii.  c.  xxx.  p.  292. 
Lucina  et  Ilithyia  Pars  poller.  1.  iii.  c.  xi.  p.  408. 

1  Lunam  nafccntem.  Selden  de  Diis  Syris.  p.  175. 
and  p.  180. 

k  M Tiju  th  Ko<ry.x  xxA«<n.  77;/ 

Egyptians  denominate  the  moon  the  mother  of  the  world . 
Plutarch,  Ifis  et  Ofiris.  p.  386. 

’  No. 
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No,  it  was  the  myftical  hieroglyphical 
moon,  1  Mouol  ^scoVy  r^cCbri  f7rocvTcovy  x$0ViS 

[M}T1}(> ,  KCG'fJL^  f^y]T7]p9  TOCVpOKBpUgy  the  fiJlcT 

mother  of  the  gods ,  the  nurfe  of  all  things , 
the  parent  of  time ,  the  mother  of  the  world , 

who  was  reprefented  as  a  crefcent,  and 
with  the  budding  horns  of  a  fieer.  She  was 
the  fame  as  nodturnal  Venus. 

m  Nu£  yzvttfit;  7TOlvtuv}  yv  ncu  KvTTgiv  TcaXeru- 
pcev,  fo  efteemed  as  having  a  relation  to  that 
fate  of  darknefsy  out  of  which  all  things 
proceeded. 

t 

This  Mylitta  was  worshipped  in  Crete, 
and  her  priefteffes  were  reported  to  have 
nurfed  Jupiter  in  his  ilate  of  childhood. 
But  the  Grecians  expreffed  the  original 
Milidath,  not  only  Mylitta,  but  M sA/ttaj, 
and  n  MbXktq-oc ,  Melitta,  or  Meliffa;  and 

1  So  denominated  in  the  Orphic  Hymns. 
fo  Orphic  Hyma.  ii. 

*  Melifla,  a  Cretan  princefs,  is  faid  to  have  nurfed 
Jupiter.  Columella.  1.  ix.  c.  ii.  p.  389. 

Melifla  and  Amalthea,  according  to  Didymus,  fed 
him  with  goat’s  milk  and  honey. 

E  the 


VOL,  I. 
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the  priefteffes  were  ftylcd  Melifiae,  which 
unfortunately  fignified  bees.  Hence  it 
came,  that  thefe  infers  were  introduced 
into  their  hieroglyphicks :  and  thofe  per- 
fons,  to  whom  the  Meliffhe  were  by  the 
mythologies  afiigned  as  attendants,  were 
iuppofed  to  have  been  nurfed  by  bees,  and 
fed  with  honey.  Upon  this  account,  we 
find  it  faid  above  of  Cometas,  that  he  was 
nourished  in  this  manner. 

In  like  manner  they  are  mentioned  as 
nourilhing  Jupiter. 

Diftieo  Cadi  Regem  pavere  fub  antro. 

They  fed  the  great  regent  of  heaven  during 
his  infancy  in  the  D idler an  cave .  His  life 
by  thefe  means  was  preferved ;  but  of 
Men-Nous  it  is  faid — dulcia  mella  necem 
dederunt — the  fame  diet  proved  fatal. 
This  difagreement  arofe  from  the  unavoid¬ 
able  ambiguity  of  all  hieroglyph ical  re- 
prefentation  :  to  which  may  be  added  the 
uncertainty  of  oral  tradition.  The  na¬ 
tives,  I  imagine,  had  an  ancient  tablet  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  them,  in  which  a  perfon  was  reftored 
to  life,  and  from  thence  they  conjedtured 
that  he  mull  have  been  killed.  He  was 
reftored  by  the  ferpent :  they  therefore 
concluded  by  way  of  contrail:,  that  his 
death  was  owing  to  the  bees,  and  that  he 
died  of  a  furfeit  of  honey.  Such  are  the 
mifconceptions,  with  which  mythology 
has  been  obfcured :  and  miftakes  of  this 
nature  muft  neceffarily  have  arifen  in  a 
long  courfe  of  years,  becaufe  all  emble¬ 
matical  defcriptions  are  liable  to  be  inter¬ 
preted,  not  only  in  a  different,  but  in  a 
contrary  manner. 


HIPPOLTLUS . 

AS  fEfculapius  was  the  fame  as  Proto- 
gonus,  and  as  thofe,  who  had  been  with 
him  in  his  ftate  of  confinement,  were  re¬ 
ftored  to  their  former  fituation,  which  was 
looked  upon  as  a  renewal  of  their  lives : 
he  was  accordingly  fuppofed  to  have  the 
power,  not  only  of  preferving  life,  but 

E  2 


even 
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even  of  reftoring  it.  Hence  they  fabled 
of  him,  that  he  railed  Hippolytus  from 
the  grave :  who  was  on  that  account  by 
the  people  of  Latium  worlhipped  under 
the  name  of  Virbius,  as  having  been  twice 
a  man .  Some  fay  that  it  was  not  Hippo¬ 
lytus,  who  was  raifed  from  the  dead,  but 
•  Pxan :  others  again,  that  it  was  p  Hyme- 
naeus.  But  what  does  all  this  amount  to, 
when  the  thin  veil  is  withdrawn  from  the 
myftery  ?  The  purport  is  merely  this, 
that  the  fcience  of  medicine  revived  in 
him  :  and  that  the  rites  of  marriage  were 
renewed.  As  to  Hippolytus,  he  feems  to 
have  been  the  fame  as  /Efculapius,  if  we 
confider  his  name  and  hiftory.  For  by 
Hippolytus  is  fignified  the  loofener  and 
opener  of  the  Hippos  or  Hippa.  And  we 
have  feen  that  Bacchus  for  the  fame  reafon 

4 

was  ftyled  A  vinos,  Lufius. — ''  Manctp, 

o  Damafcius  apud  Photium.  p.  1074. 

p  Apollodorus.  1.  iii.  p.  172.  the  like  hiftory  was 
given  of  Glaucus,  the  marine  deity.  It  is  faid  of  him, 
that  he  was  the  perfon  reftored  by  A^fculapius. 

H  Orphic  Hymn.  xlix.  v.  2. 
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— TloXvuvupe,  Avne  A cupov.  Hear 
me,  O  Bacchus,  thou  who  art  one  of  the 
Macares ;  who  art  reprejented  under  fo 
many  titles,  and  art  the  deity  who  fetteth 
all  things  free .  Pan,  u^ouorocTog,  the  mojl 
ancient  of  the  gods,  was  ftyled  r  Avttjpioc, 
the  great  Liberator,  who  loofened,  and 
gave  freedom  to  all.  Thefe  epithets  have 
all  a  reference  to  the  fame  hiftory,  and 
perfon. 

The  Grecians  fuppofed  Hippolytus  to 
have  been  a  fon  of  Thefeus  at  Athens ; 
who  flying  from  his  father,  was  torn  to 
pieces  by  his  own  horfes.  Others  fay, 
that  they  were  fea- horfes,  from  which  his 
death  proceeded.  He  was  worfhipped  in 
different  places ;  but  particularly  at s  Trae- 
zen :  where  the  people  maintained,  that 
he  never  was  torn  to  pieces  by  horfes,  and 
that  the  ftory  was  a  fable.  And  if  they 
faid  true,  he  could  not  have  been  an 
Athenian  :  for  the  Trsezenians  fhewed  the 

r  Paufan.  1.  ii.  p.  187. 

*  Ibid,  p.  186. 

E  3 
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houfe  where  he  1  dwelt,  but  did  not,  like 
the  Athenians,  pretend  to  {hew  his  u  tomb. 
In  truth,  he  was  neither  of  the  one  place, 
nor  of  the  other:  but  antecedent  to  both. 
There  was  a  Itatue  of  Hippolytus  near  this 
temple  at  Trazen:  but  many  affirmed, 
that  it  was  defigned  for  w  ./Efculapius. 
This  fhews  that  they  did  not  perfectly 
know  the  true  objedt  of  their  worlhip  ; 
and  that  their  traditions  were  very  uncer¬ 
tain.  Hard  by,  was  the  temple  of  Venus 
Speculatnx,  and  another  of  Pan,  under 
the  above-mentioned  title,  A vrr^iog,  the 
fetter  free .  We  may  perceive  here  an 
affemblage  of  emblematical  memorials,  all 
pointing  to  the  fame  biftory  and  perfon. 

# 

The  accounts  given  of  him  by  the 
Grecians  are  fo  contradictory,  and  incon- 

t  Paufan.  1.  ii.  p.  187. 

n  The  Athenians  had  a  tocQo;,  which  they  gave  out 
to  have  been  his  tomb.  Pauf.  1.  1.  p.  51. 

It  was  near  the  temple  of  iTfculapius  and  Themis. 
Others  maintained,  that  he  was  buried  in  Arcadia.  Sec 
I. actant,  dc  Falsa  Rclig.  1.  i.  c.  ix.  p.  39.  and  Cicero 
de  Nat.  I)eor.  1.  iii.  §.  57.  in  Cynofuris  fepultum. 

w  Ibid.  p.  187. 


fiftent. 
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fihent,  that  it  is  manifeft,  they  were  igno¬ 
rant  of  his  true  character,  and  that  he 
could  not  have  been  of  that  country. 
There  is  nothing  in  his  hiftory,  as  an 
Athenian,  which  could  have  entitled  him 
to  divine  honours.  A  young  prince  of 
Athens  flies  in  his  chariot  from  an  incenfed 
father,  and  is  overturned  and  killed. 
What  one  article  is  here  to  induce  people 
of  other  places  to  adopt  him  as  a  deity  ?  I 
can  perceive  none.  And  as  I  have  above 
faid,  there  is  no  more  reafon  to  fuppofe 
him  a  native  of  Athens,  than  of  Traezen. 
Indeed,  the  people  of  the  latter  place  feem 
to  have  the  advantage :  for  they  pretended 
to  fhew  his  houfe,  intimating  that  he  was 
an  inhabitant  of  their  city. 

The  notion  about  his  being  torn  to 
pieces  by  horfes  proceeded  from  the  rrtif- 
takes  of  the  Athenians,  who  did  not  under¬ 
hand  their  emblematical  hiftories ;  and 
from  hence  arofe  thefe  fi£tion§.  The  fame 
may  be  obferved  in  other  parts  of  the  world : 
and  of  this  many  Alliances  may  be  afforded. 

E  4 
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A  crocodile  was  an  emblem  of  prefer- 
vation  in  floods  and  deluges :  and,  I  ima¬ 
gine,  that  Achthoes,  who  is  placed,  as  the 
firft  Heracleotick  king,  was  reprefented 
with  that  animal.  Hence  it  was  given 
out,  that  he  was  killed  by  a  *  crocodile. 
In  like  manner  Menes  Lunaris,  efteemed 
the  firft  king  of  the  country,  was  defcribed 
with  an  Hippopotamus :  and  he  was  in 
confequence  of  it  fuppofed  to  have  been 
devoured  by  a  y  river- horfe.  Prometheus 
the  wife,  the  guardian  deity  of  Egypt,  in 
the  time  of  a  fearful  z  deluge,  was  repre¬ 
fented  with  an  eagle,  and  fometimes  a 
vulture :  and  with  an  emblematical  heart. 
For  Egypt  was  defcribed  hieroglyphically 
by  an  a  heart :  probably  from  the  figure  of 
the  region  Delta.  And  the  river  was 
called  both  the  eagle,  and  the  vulture : 
whence  the  country  had  the  name  of 

x  *T 7ro  xgoHoJitXx  oiupQcc^t.  SyncelJus.  p.  59,  6o« 
Eufeb.  Chron.  p.  15. 

y  ‘Tno  ' iTTTTOTTolxfxii  fif<pQagri.  SyncelJus.  p.  54. 

*Y no  ‘iTTvcTTolauH  riCTctOt.  Eufeb.  Chron.  p.  14. 

x  M aXifx  jut 0  to  »  rigofjLT\toivc  rnv 

Diodor.  Sic,  1.  j.  p.  16. 

*  Horspollo.  1.  i.  c.  24. 

5 
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Medical  Society  of  London .  57 

*  Aetia,  and  Ai-guptus,  as  well  as  norctpljig, 
all  from  the  ftream.  Thefe  circumftances 
were  mifapplied  by  the  c  poets  and  mytho- 
logifts,  as  Diodorus  Siculus  confeffes.  In 
confequence  of  this,  Prometheus  was  de- 
fcribed  with  an  d  eagle,  or  vulture,  preying 
upon  his  vitals. 


CONCLUSION. 

FROM  the  premifes  above  afforded 
we  may  perceive,  what  ftrange  contra- 
diftions  arife  in  the  iirft  hiftories  ©f  the 
world,  if  we  fuppofe  the  fame  fcience  to 

b  ExXnSfj  xoa  Asti  a,  Stephanus. 

Aicc  to  yevoptvov  expriy/uoc  pun  As\ov  ovopourtiYivou'. 

A iOt  J'f  TY\V  0%VTw1&  xat  TW  - Tou  TZ^dpLOV  Aejov 

GVQpciG-Qwoa,  Diod.  Sic.  1.  i.  p.  16,  17. 

Ai  *yu7TT,  fignifies  the  land  of  the  vulture. 
c  L.  i.  p.  17. 

d  Aquilam  appofuit,  quae  cor  ejus  exeflet.  Hyginus 
Fab.  1.  v.  c.  i.  p.  252.  Aistov  pspCs.  Apollon.  Rhod« 
1.  ii.  v.  1254. 

Some  make  the  bird  a  vulture,  preying  upon  his 
liver  —  roftroque  immanis  vultur  adunco  immortale 
jecur  tundens,  &c.  Virgil.  1.  vi. 

have 
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have  originated  in  perfons  To  various :  and 
if  a  circumftance  which  is  peculiar,  and 
ihould  be  limited  to  one  only,  is  attributed 
to  many.  The  only  and  true  way  to  re¬ 
medy  thefe  anomalies,  is  to  refer  the  whole 
to  one  general  benefactor ;  call  him  either 
Sydyc,  the  juft,  or  Protogonus,  or  Agatho- 
daemon,  or  Ofiris.  The  title  is  of  little 
confequence.  Such  an  one  did  exift ;  to 
whom  a  too  grateful  pofterity  referred  all 
fcience,  and  every  beneficial  art-:  as  they 
were  thought  to  commence  from  him. 
Among  theie  was  the  fcience  of  phyfick, 
which  was  of  the  greatdft  repute  in  Egypt: 
there  being  fcarcely  a  family  of  confe¬ 
quence  which  had  not  its  phyfician.  Uxvjoe, 

iTjrpu'v  igi  uiXsoc.  Jill  parts  of  Egypt ,  fays 
•  Herodotus,  Jhvarm  with  people  of  this  pro- 
feffion. 

It  is  plain,  I  think,  from  what  has  pre¬ 
ceded,  that  there  had  been  of  old,  a  per- 
fon  reverenced  in  Egypt  for  different 
attributes,  and  under  a  variety  of  deno- 

*  Herodotus.  1.  ii.  c.  Ixxxiv..  p.  14.1. 
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ruinations ;  and  thefe  were  reprefen  ted  by 
as  different  hieroglyphicks.  But  thefe 
emblems  and  thefe  titles  produced  at  laft 
as  many  diftindt  deities  ;  and  as  fuch  they 
were  borrowed  and  adopted  by  the 
Grecians :  but,  I  believe,  whoever  will 
examine  deeply  and  impartially,  will  find, 
that  mod:  of  the  principal  deities  may  be 
reduced  to  one.  The  Apis  of  Heliopolis, 
the  Mnevis  of  Memphis,  Pan  of  Mendes, 
Anubis  of  Cunopolis,  Bacchus,  who  planted 
the  vine,  Ofiris,  who  planted  the  fame, 
Thoth,  of  whom  it  is  laid,  that  he  firft 
gathered  the  fruit  of  it ;  all  thefe,  and 
many  more,  will  be  found  to  be  one  and 
the  fame  perfon. 

M 
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ARTICLE  II. 

A  Cafe  of  a  Gangrene ,  after  Caf  ration , 
fuccefsfully  treated ,  by  giving  Alkalis 
and  Acids  feparatcly :  by  Edward 
Luttrell,  Surgeon  at  Tunbridge ; 
communicated  by  Nathaniel  Hulme, 
M.  D.  F.  M.  S.  Pbyfician  to  the  Char¬ 
ter-House;  and  Pbyfician  extraordi¬ 
nary  to  the  General-Dispensary. 

Read  at  the  Society,  April  20,  1779. 

1L.  aged  forty-three,  laboured  under  an 
•  indurated  and  greatly  difeafed  tefticle, 
which  was  judged  to  proceed  from  a  vene¬ 
real  caufe,  having  frequently  had  the  Lues 

Venerea . 

The  tefis  was  confiderably  enlarged,  but 
without  any  great  pain,  except  from  its 
weight.  As  caflration  was  thought  to  be 
the  only  means  of  eradicating  the  difeafe 

completely. 
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completely,  it  was  propofed  to  him,  and 
he  readily  confented. 

For  about  a  fortnight  after  the  operation  * 
the  wound  went  on  pretty  favourably;  it 
was  dreffed  with  a  digeftive  ointment,  and 
at  the  fame  time  he  took  mercurials,  with 
a  decoftion  of  farfaparilla ,  for  the  vene¬ 
real  affection,  which  was  fuppofed  ftill  to 
exift  in  his  habit.  But  between  the  fe- 
cond  and  third  week,  the  wound  began  to 
have  an  unfavourable  appearance ;  namely, 
to  enlarge,  and  be  accompanied  with  fre¬ 
quent  haemorrhages  from  every  part  of 
the  fore,  and  the  difcharge  inftead  of  being 
laudable  pus ,  was  a  thin  and  ftrongly  foetid 
matter,  mixed  with  blood  in  a  coagulated 
form,  lying  upon  the  furface  of  the  wound ; 
and  although  thefe  clots  of  blood  were  re¬ 
moved  twice  a  day,  yet  they  again  pre- 
fented  themfelves  at  every  dreffing.  The 
ill-formed  difcharge  and  bloody  appearance 
increafed  daily,  and  the  lips  of  the  fore 
evidently  put  on  a  gangrenous  appearance. 
At  the  commencement  of  thefe  bad  fymp- 

toms. 
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toms,  the  mercurials  and  decodtion  o(  far* 
faparilla  were  laid  afide,  and  in  their  flead 
he  took  peruvian  bark  with  elixir  of  vitriol 
every  three  hours.  His  dre flings  were  of 
the  warm  kind,  with  fpir.  vin.  and  ol.  te¬ 
rebinth .  varied  as  was  found  neceflary ; 
but  neither  thefe  applications,  nor  the 
internal  remedies,  which  were  continued 
five  or  fix  days,  had  any  effedt  in  flopping 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  :  for  he  now 
began  to  fink  apace,  the  mortification 
gained  ground,  he  was  extremely  weak 
and  emaciated,  had  no  appetite,  his  eyes 
were  languid,  and  his  pulfe  frequent  and 
finall.  Under  thefe  difeouraging  circum- 
fiances,  it  was  agreed  upon  to  join  with  the 
bark  an  alkali  and  an  acid,  and  to  give  them 
feparately,  foon  after  each  other,  fo  as  to 
caufe  an  extrication  of  the  fixed  air, 
while  in  the  flomach,  as  recommended  by 
Dr.  Hulme,  in  a  late  treatife  *.  With  this 
view  three  large  fpoonfuls  of  the  follow- 

*  A  fafe  and  eafy  Remedy,  propofed  for  the  Relief 
of  the  Stone  and  Gravel,  the  Scurvy,  Gout,  &c* 
Lond.  1778. 
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ing  mixture,  were  given  immediately  after 
each  other,  every  three  hours : 

R  Decoff .  cort .  Pern.  %  viii. 

Spir.  fal.  ammon.  5  ifs .  ut  fiat  Mijlur • 
R  Decodt.  cort.  Pern.  %vifs. 

Puh.  cort.  Peru.  %ij. 

Acet.  difiillat.  ^  ifs.  ut  fiat  Mijlur . 


He  began  to  take  thefe  medicines  on 
Thurfday  the  nth  of  March,  continuing 
them  day  and  night.  In  twenty-four 
hours,  the  wound  put  on  a  better  appear¬ 
ance,  the  factor  was  abated,  there  was  lefs 
difeharge  of  blood,  and  he  palled  a  tole¬ 
rably  good  night;  and  by  the  13th,  the 
third  day  from  this  courfe,  the  fore  had  an 
exceeding  favourable  afpedt,  the  hough 
threw  off,  florid  granulations  appeared,  with 
well-digefted  pus,  and  little  or  no  factor  re¬ 
mained,  which  before  was  almofc  intolera¬ 
ble  ;  his  pulfe  became  ftronger  and  lefs 


frequent,  his  fkin  moift,  but  he  com¬ 
plained  of  a  little  heat.  The  former 
drefiings  were  now  laid  aflde,  dry  lint,  and 
over  that  cerat.  epulot.  were  made  ufe  of, 
/  t  "  and 
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and  his  medicines  were  ordered  to  be  con¬ 
tinued.  On  the  14th,  both  his  health  and 
the  wound  continued  mending,  his  appe¬ 
tite  returned,  and  he  requeued  to  have  a 
greater  allowance  of  food,  which  was 
granted  him.  After  this  time  he  continued 
to  recover  daily,  and  perfevered  in  the 
ufe  of  the  above  medicines  for  about  three 
weeks,  until  the  wound  was  entirely  filled 
up  with  granulations,  and  in  a  great  part 
cicatrized,  when  they  were  omitted,  as  it 
was  thought  no  longer  necefikrj*  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  ufe  of  them.  Upon  leaving 
them  off,  a  flight  diarrhoea  came  on,  which 
was  removed  by  a  little  rhubarb  and  con - 
feft.  Damocrat.  The  wound  at  prefent 
wants  a  little  of  being  perfectly  cicatrized, 
but  otherwife  the  patient  is  in  a  good  Rate 
of  health. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

Obfervations  upon  the  Caufe  and  Cure  of 
the  Let  anus  :  In  a  Letter  from  Benja¬ 
min  Rush,  M.D.  Profefor  of  Chcmijiry 
in  the  Univerfity  ^Philadelphia,  and 
Cor  ref  ponding  Member  of  the  Medical 
Society  oj  London,  to  J.  C.  Lett- 
som,  M.  D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal,  An¬ 
tiquary,  and  Medical  Societies  of 
London,  and  Phyfician  extraordinary 
to  the  City  of  London  Lying-in- 
Ho  spital;  General, ^^/Finsbury 
%  Dispensaries. 

Read  February  10,  1786.  • 

SIR, 

DURING  my  attendance  upon  the 
military  hofpitals  in  the  courfe  of 

the  late  war,  I  met  with  feveral  cafes  of 

•  *  '* 

the  Tetanus .  I  had  frequently  met  with 
this  diforder  in  private  practice,  and  am 
iorry  to  fay,  that  I  never  fucceeded  with 
vol.  1.  F  the 
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the  ordinary  remedy  of  opium  in  any  one 
cafe  that  came  under  my  care  :  I  found  it 
equally  ineffectual  in  the  army.  Baffled 
in  my  expectations  from  a  remedy  that  had 
been  fo  much  celebrated,  I  began  to  in- 
veftigate  more  particularly  the  nature  of 
the  diforder :  I  found  it  to  be  a  difeafe 
of  warm  climates,  and  warm  feafons. 
This  led  me  to  afcribe  it  to  relaxation  :  I 
refolved  to  attempt  the  cure  of  it  by  a  fet 
of  medicines,  in  fome  meafure  the  oppo- 
lites  of  moft  of  the  medicines  that  had  been 
employed  in  that  diforder.  Soon  after  I 
adopted  this  refolution,  I  was  called  to 
vifit  colonel  John  Stone,  who  was  wounded 
through  the  foot  at  the  battle  of  German- 
Town,  on  the  4th  of  OClober  1 777.  He  was 
in  the  third  day  of  a  Tetanus :  his  fpafms 
were  violent,  and  his  pains  fo  exquifite 
that  his  cries  were  heard  near  a  hundred 
yards  from  his  quarters ;  his  head  was 
thrown  a  little  backwards,  and  his  jaw  be¬ 
gan  to  be  ftiff  and  contracted.  He  was 
under  the  care  of  a  fkilful  regimental 
furgeon,  who  was  pouring  down  opium  in 
large  quantities  without  effeCt.  Duty  and, 

friend  (hip 
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friendfhip  both  led  me  to  do  my  utmoft  to 
fave  the  life  of  this  valuable  officer.  I 
immediately  difmiffed  the  opium ,  and  gave 
him  large  quantities  of  bark  and  wine,  to 
the  amount  of  two  or  three  ounces  of  the 
former,  and  from  a  bottle  to  three  pints  of 
the  latter  in  a  day ;  in  a  few  hours  I  was 
delighted  with  their  effects :  his  fpafms  and 
pains  were  lefs  frequent  and  violent,  and 
he  flept  for  feveral  hours,  which  he  had 
not  done  for  feveral  days  and  nights  before. 
With  the  fame  indication  in  view,  I  ap¬ 
plied  a  blifler  between  his  fhoulders,  and 
rubbed  in  two  or  three  ounces  of  mercu¬ 
rial  ointment  upon  the  outfide  of  his 
throat.  He  continued  to  mend  gradually 
under  the  operation  of  thefe  medicines, 
fo  that  in  ten  days  he  was  out  of  danger ; 
although  the  fpafin  continued  in  his 
wounded  foot  for  feveral  weeks  after¬ 
wards. 

In  the  fummer  of  the  year  1782,  I  was 
called  to  vifit  a  ferva,nt  girl  of  Mr.  Alex¬ 
ander  Todd,  merchant  of  this  city,  who 
had  brought  on  a  Tetanus  by  deeping  in 

F  2  the 


6S  MEMOIRS  of  the 

the  evening  on  a  damp  brick  pavement, 
after  a  day  in  which  the  Mercury  in  Fa- 
renheit’s  thermometer  had  itood  at  near 
90  deg.  Her  cafe  was  nearly  as  violent 
and  alarming  as  the  one  I  have  deferibed. 
I  treated  her  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
with  the  fame  iuccefs.  To  the  above- 
named  medicines,  I  added  only  the  oil  of 
amber,  which  die  took  in  large  dofes,  after 
I  fufpedted  the  tonic  powers  of  the  bark 
and  wine  began  to  lole  their  effedts.  The 
good  effedts  of  the  oil  were,  very  obvious. 
She  recovered  gradually,  and  has  conti¬ 
nued  ever  fince  in  good  health. 


In  the  fummer  of  the  fame  year,  I  was 
called  to  Peter  Leflie,  a  Joiner,  who  had 

run  a  nail  into  his  foot.  I  found  him  the 

% 

day  afterwards  in  extreme  pain,  with  fmall 
convulfions,  and  now  and  then  a  twinge  in 
his  j  aw  :  the  wound  in  his  foot  was  with¬ 
out  fwelling  or  inflammation.  I  dilated 
the  wound,  and  tilled  it  with  lint  moiftened 
with  ipirit  of  turpentine ;  this  in  a  little 
while  produced  a  good  deal  of  pain,  and  a 
great  inflammation  in  his  foot..  While  I 


was 
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was  preparing  to  treat  him  in  the  manner 
I  had  treated  the  two  former  cafes,  his 
pains  and  fpafms  in  his  body  fuddenly  left 
him,  and  in  four  and  twenty  hours  after 
I  faw  him,  he  complained  of  nothing  but 
of  the  pain  and  fwelling  in  his  foot,  which 
continued  for  feveral  weeks,  and  did  not 
leave  him  till  it  ended  in  a  fuppuration. 

From  the  hiftory  of  thefe  three  cafes,  I 
beg  leave  to  make  the  following  remarks  : 


I.  That  the  predifpofition  to  the 
tanus  depends  upon  relaxation ;  this  re¬ 
laxation  is  generally  produced  by  heat ; 
but  exceffive  labour,  watchings,  marches, 
or  fatigue  from  any  caufe,  ail  produce  it 
likewife ;  and  hence  we  find  it  more  fre¬ 
quent  from  wounds  received  in  battles,  than 
from  fimilar  wounds  received  in  any  other 
way.  Thefe  wounds  more  certainly  pro¬ 
duce  the  : Tetanus ,  if  they  have  been  pre¬ 
ceded  for  fome  time  with  warm  weather. 
Dr.  Schoepft,  the  phyfician  general  of  the 
Anfpach  troops,  that  ferved  at  the  fiege  of 
New- York,  in  the  year  1781,  informed  me  of 


F  3 
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a  Angular  fadt  upon  this  fubjedt :  upon 
converfing  with  the  French  furgeons  after 
the  capitulation,  he  was  informed  by  them, 
that  the  troops  who  arrived  juft  before  the 
fiege  from  the  Weft-Indies  with  the  Count 
de  Grafte,  were  the  only  troops  belonging 
to  their  nation  that  fuftered  from  the  Te- 
tanus .  There  was  not  a  Angle  inftance  of 
that  diforder  among  the  troops  who  had 
fpent  a  winter  in  Rhode-Ifland. 

II.  As  the  Tetanus  feems  to  be  occa- 
Aoned  by  relaxation,  the  medicines  indi¬ 
cated  to  cure  it  are  fuch  only  as  are  cal¬ 
culated  to  remove  this  relaxation,  and  re- 
ftore  a  tone  to  the  fyftem ;  the  bark  and 
wine  appear  to  adt  in  this  way.  The  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  blifters  is  of  a  more  com¬ 
plicated  nature ;  that  they  are  fedative  and 
antifpafmodic  in  fevers,  is  univerfally  ac¬ 
knowledged  ;  but  in  the  peculiar  ftate  of 
irritability  which  occurs  in  the  Tetanus , 
perhaps  their  effedts  are  more  Amply  Jlimu - 
luting.  But  I  will  go  one  ftep  further. 
In  order  to  cure  this  diforder,  it  is  necef- 

fary  not  only  to  produce  an  ordinary  tone 

•  • 

'  w 
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in  the  fyftem,  but  fome thing  like  the  in¬ 
flammatory  diathejis ;  the  ab fence  of  this 
diathefis  is  taken  notice  of  by  all  authors, 
particularly  by  Dr.  Cullen f.  Mercury 
appears  to  aft  only  by  promoting  this 
diathefis ;  hence  it  never  does  any  fer- 
vice,  unlefs  it  be  given  time  enough  to 
produce  a  lalivation.  The  irritation  and 
inflammation  produced  in  the  mouth  and 
throat,  feldom  fail  to  produce  the  inflam¬ 
matory  diathefis  •  as  blood  drawn  in  a  fali- 
vation  has  repeatedly  fhewn.  I  apprehend 
that  the  oil  of  amber  afts  as  a  ftimulant 
chiefly  in  this  diforder.  I  have  heard  of  a 
Tetanus  being  cured  in  the  ifland  of  Gra¬ 
nada  by  large  dofes  of  muftard.  Dr. 
Wright,  lately  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica, 
relates,  in  the  flxth  volume  of  the  London 
Medical  E  flays,  feveral  remarkable  cafes  of 
the  'Tetanus  being  cured  by  the  cold  bath. 
Both  thefe  remedies  certainly  aft  as  ftimu- 
lants  and  tonics.  By  reafoning  a  priori ,  I 
conceive  that  eleftrity  would  be  found  to 
be  an  equally  powerful  remedy  in  this 
diforder. 


(  Firfl  Lines,  vol.  iii, 

F  4 


III. 


72 


MEMOIRS  of  the 

III.  As  general  inflammatory  diathcfis 
difpofes  to  topical  inflammation,  fo  topical 
inflammation  difpofes  to  general  inflam¬ 
matory  diathejis .  Wounds  upon  this  ac¬ 
count  are  lefs  apt  to  inflame  in  fummer 
than  in  winter.  In  the  Tetanusy  I  have 
uniformly  obferved  an  abfence  of  all  in¬ 
flammation  in  the  wound  or  injuries  that 
produce  it.  A  fplinter  under  the  nail 
produces  no  convulfions,  if  pain,  inflam¬ 
mation,  and  fuppuration  follow  the  acci¬ 
dent  ;  it  is  by  exciting  pain  and  inflamma¬ 
tion,  I  apprehend,  that  the  fpirit  of  tur¬ 
pentine  adts  in  all  wounds  and  punctures 
of  nervous  and  tendinous  parts.  I  have 
never  known  a  Angle  inftance  of  Tetanus 
where  this  remedy  has  been  applied  in 
time.  It  was  to  excite  an  inflammation  in 

the  foot  of  jVk.  Leflie  that  I  dilated  the 

-  « 

wound,  and  Ailed  it  with  the  fpirit  of  tur^ 
pentine  ;  I  was  not  furprifed  at  its  good 
effects  in  his  cafe,  for  I  was  prepared  to 
expedt  them. 

I  And  a  remarkable  cafe  related  in  Dr. 
William  Monro’s  Thefts ,  publilhed  in 

Edinburgh 
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Edinburgh  in  the  year  1783,  of  a  black 
girl,  who  had  a  Let  anus  from  running  a 
nail  in  her  foot,  being  perfectly  cured  by 
deep  and  extenfive  incifions  made  in  the 
wounded  part  by  Dr.  John  Bell,  of  the 
I (land  of  Granada.  It  is  by  producing 
inflammation  in  a  particular  part  and  tone 
in  the  whole  fyftem.  I  apprehend  that  the 
amputation  of  a  wounded  limb  fometimes 

cures  a  Let  anus .  And  it  is  becaufe  the 

*  • 

degrees  of  both  are  too  inconfiderable  to 
oppofe  the  violence  of  the  lpafms  in  the 
advanced  ftages  of  the  Let  anus ,  that  am-* 
putation  often  fails  of  fuccefs. 

I  have  been  informed  by  a  Phyfician 
who  reflded  fome  time  at  St.  Croix,  that 
the  Negroes  on  that  ifland  always  apply  a 
plafter  made  of  equal  parts  of  fait  and 
tallow,  to  their  frefti  wounds,  in  order  to 
prevent  a  locked  jaw.  The  fait  always 
produces  fome  degree  of  inflammation. 

If  the  fadts  that  have  been  dated  are 

'  V  (  v 

true,  and  the  inferences  that  have  been 
drawn  from  them  are  juft,  how  fhall  we 

account 
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account  for  the  aCtion  of  opium  in  curing 
this  dil'order  ?  I  do  not  deny  its  good 
effedts  in  many  cafes,  but  I  believe  it  has 
failed  in  four  cafes  out  of  five,  in  the 
hands  of  moft  practitioners.  It  is  remark¬ 
able  that  it  fucceeds  only  where  it  is  given 
in  large  dofes.  In  thefe  cafes  I  would 
fuppofe  that  its  fedative  powers  are  loft  in 
its  ftimulating.  It  is  upon  a  footing  there¬ 
fore,  in  one  refpeft,  with  the  ftimulating 
medicines  that  have  been  mentioned ;  but 
from  its  being  combined  with  a  fedative 
quality,  it  is  probably  inferior  to  moft  of 
them.  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  adopt 
this  opinion  from  an  account  I  once  re¬ 
ceived  from  Dr.  Robert,  of  the  iiland  of 
Dominique,  who  informed  me  that  after 
having  cured  a  Negro  man  of  a  Tetanus  > 
he  was  afterwards  feized  with  a  diforder 
in  his  ftomach,  of  which  he  died  in  a  few 

days.  Upon  opening  him  he  found  his 

* 

ftomach  inflamed  and  mortified.  I  do  not 
forbid  the  ufe  of  opium  altogether  in  this 
diforder.  I  think  /mail  dofes  of  it  may 
be  jiven  to  eafc  pain,  as  in  other  fpafmo* 
die  diforders,  but  as  its  qualities  are  com- 
5  plicated. 
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plicated,  and  its  efficacy  doubtful,  I  think 
it  ought  to  yield  to  more  fimple  and  more 
powerful  remedies. 

To  this  account  of  the  Let  amis,  I  beg 
leave  to  fubjoin  a  few  words  upon  a  dis¬ 
order  commonly  called  the  Jaw  fall  in 
infants,  which  is  nothing  but  a  Let  anus. 
I  have  met  with  three  cafes  of  it  in  this 
city,  all  of  which  proved  fatal.  The  ftage 
of  the  diforder  in  which  I  was  called,  and 
the  age  and  weaknefs  of  the  infants,  all 
forbad  me  to  attempt  any  thing  for  their 
relief.  I  have  introduced  the  fubjedt  of 
this  diforder  in  children  only  for  the  fake 
of  mentioning  a  fadt  communicated  to  me 
by  the  late  Dr.  Cadwallader  Evans,  of  this 
city.  This  gentleman  pradtifed  phyfic  for 
feveral  years  in  Jamaica,  where  he  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  the  Leta- 
nus  in  the  black  children.  He  found  it  in 
every  cafe  to  be  incurable.  He  fuppofed 
it  to  be  occafioned  by  the  retention  of  the 
meconium  in  the  bowels.  This  led  him 
invariably  to  purge  every  child  that  was 
born  upon  the  eftates  committed  to  his 


care. 
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care.  After  he  adopted  this  practice,  he 
never  met  with  a  fingle  inftance  of  the 
Tetanus  among  children. 

Perhaps  it  may  tend  to  enlarge  our  ideas 
of  the  Tetanus9  and  to  promote  a  fpirit  of 
inquiry  and  experiment,  to  add  that  this 
diforder  is  not  confined  to  the  human 
fpecies.  I  have  known  feveral  inftances 
of  it  in  horfes,  from  nails  running  in  their 
feet,  and  from  other  accidents.  It  is  at¬ 
tended  with  a  rigidity  in  the  mufcles  of  the 
neck,  a  ftiffnefs  of  the  limbs,  and  fuch  a 
contraction  in  the  jaw  as  to  prevent  their 
eating.  It  is  generally  fatal.  In  two  cafes 
(the  one  in  my  own  horfe)  I  had  the  plea- 
lure  of  feeing  the  difeafe  perfectly  cured  by 
applying  a  potential  cauftic  to  the  neck 
under  the  mane,  by  large  doles  of  the  oil 
of  amber,  and  by  plunging  one  of  them 
into  the  river,  and  throwing  buckets  of 
cold  w’ater  upon  the  other. 

With  great  refpedr  I  am,  fir,  your  much 
obliged  friend,  and  humble  fervant, 

Philadelphia,  BENT.  RUSH. 

July  1 6,  1785. 

ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

Cafes  of  Palpitation  of  the  Heart ,  attend¬ 
ed  with  peculiar  Symptoms:  By  J.  C. 
Lettsom,  M.  D.  &c. 

Read  March  20,  1786,, 

Case  I. 

TS.  a  delicate  lively  boy  fix  years  old, 
•  firft  had  my  affiftance  on  the  3d 
of  January  1786.  I  was  informed  that  he 
had  laboured  under  a  rheumafcifm  with 
fever  for  about  five  weeks  part  ;  but  that, 
although  his  pains,  which  had  affedted  his 
body,  as  well  as  the  limbs,  had  fubfided, 
a  cough  had  come  on  and  increafed,  with 
fome  degree  of  difficulty  of  breathing. 

When  1  faw  him,  the  pulfe  was  not 
ftrong,  but  thready  and  fmall,  beating  126 
ftrokes  in  a  minute,  with  occafional  inter- 
millions  ;  a  Palpitation  of  the  Heart  was 

fo 
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fo  confpicuous,  as  to  be  immediately  dif- 
cernible  acrofs  a  large  room ;  and  upon 
laying  one  hand  on  the  thorax,  and  the 
other  on  the  back,  the  vibrations  of  the 
flrokes  were  fo  violent,  as  to  fhake  the 
whole  body,  and  to  give  an  impreflion  on 
the  hands  as  if  the  partition  between  them 
and  the  pulfation  was  very  thin.  The 
breathing  was  (hort  and  fometimes  labori¬ 
ous  ;  and  particularly  about  every  four  or 
five  minutes,  when  a  more  deep  and  full 
infpiration  was  taken,  afiifted  with  a  writh¬ 
ing  or  ferpentine  direction  of  the  body,  as 
if  deiigned  to  admit  a  more  copious  infpi¬ 
ration.  He  was  able  to  lie  in  any  pofition 
of  the  body,  without  increafed  dyfpncea ; 
the  cough  was  fliort  and  quick,  but  not 
very  violent ;  the  countenance  delicate  and 
pale,  and  the  body  emaciated,  excepting 
the  ancles,  which  acquired  a  little  tu- 
mefcence  towards  evening :  he  had  inter¬ 
vals,  and  fometimes  days,  that  he  was  fo 
well  as  to  enjoy  his  books  and  play-things 
with  chearfulnefs.  His  appetite  was  good  ; 
but  as  he  was  a  tradable  child,  and  his 
parents  extremely  prudent,  the  vegetable 

nutriment 
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nutriment  which  was  enjoined,  was  ftridtly 
purfued  for  feveral  weeks. 

I  ordered  him  as  a  medicine,  the  emul- 
fion  of  almonds  with  nitre,  and  Hoffmann’s 
anodyne  liquor ;  and  to  have  five  ounces 
of  blood  taken  from  the  arm. — This  was 
on  the  4th  of  January,  and  the  medicine 
was  continued  till  the  9  th,  when  the  bleed¬ 
ing  was  again  repeated.  As  an  addition 
to  the  emulfion,  I  ordered  a  grain  of 
extradt  of  hemlock,  and  half  a  drachm  of 
fyrupus  e  meconio ,  to  be  taken  three  times 
a  day. 

After  each  bleeding  the  fymptoms  were 
much  milder,  but  they  continued  in  degree  ; 
the  pulfe  was  never  flower  than  1 10,  rarely 
indeed  under  120.  With  this  little  refpite, 
he  gradually  became  fo  weak,  that  I  was 
deterred  from  the  repetition  of  vence- 
feclion . 

Towards  the  end  of  January,  the  legs 
became  more  anafarcous ,  and  debility 
gradually  undermined  the  frame.  To  re¬ 
peat 


8o 


MEMOIRS  of  the 

peat  every  prefeription,  wherein  fo  little 
was  done  by  medicine,  would  be  ufelefs. 
A  purgative  of  calomel  was  occafionally 
given,  which  always  afforded  fome  relief 
for  a  day  or  two  afterwards.  The  nights 
were  rendered  eafy  by  fuch  a  quantity  of 
fyrupus  e  meconio  as  procured  reft. — When 
the  wxather  admitted,  as  fome  days  in 
January  and  February  were  unufually 
warm,  he  was  taken  into  the  air,  and  flept 
in  the  country-houfe  of  the  family  ;  he 
had  affes  milk  every  morning,  and  was 
guarded  with  every  attention,  as  to  the 
weather,  as  well  as  diet,  that  affedion 
could  didate  towards  a  promifing  foil. 

In  the  beginning  of  March  a  more  gene- 
nil  ana  fare  a  en  fued,  with  a  flight  fludua- 
tion  of  water  in  the  abdomen ,  though  he 
ftill  kept  up  fome  part  of  the  day  with  the 
family  \  but  from  this  period  weaknefs 
more  rapidly  enfued,  and  he  wras  obliged 
to  keep  his  bed  fome  days  before  he  died, 
which  happened  on  the  ioth  of  March. 
Two  days  preceding  this  event,  a  quantity 
of  water  pafled  off  by  the  urinary  paffages, 

6  and 
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and  the  tenfion  of  the  abdomen  abated ; 
but  in  lefs  than  twelve  hours,  a  fimilar 
fulnefs  took  place. 

On  the  1 2th  of  March  the  body  was 
opened  by  the  Surgeons  Field  and  Sherlock, 
when  I  alfo  attended.  On  removing  the 
integuments,  the  whole  fite  of  the  abdo¬ 
minal  vifeera  was  natural,  as  in  a  found 
healthy  ftate,  excepting  in  the  appearance 
of  the  omentum ,  which  was  almoft  without 
fat ;  the  liver,  gall  bladder,  fpleen,  and 
other  vifeera ,  free  from  any  apparent  dif- 
eafe :  about  a  pint  of  water  was  effufed 
into  the  abdomen . 

On  opening  the  thorax ,  which  was  more 
elevated  and  enlarged  on  the  left  fide,  a 
fimilar  effufion  of  water,  of  nearly  half 
the  quantity,  was  difeovered ;  the  peri¬ 
cardium at  its  firft  expofure  to  the  eye, 
appeared  confiderably  enlarged,  and  afford¬ 
ed  a  fufpicion  of  water  likewife  within  its 
cavity ;  and  upon  dividing  it,  there  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  about  an  ounce  of  fluid  con¬ 
tained  in  it.  ♦ 

VOL.  I.  G  '  It 
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It  was  the  heart  itfelf  that  was  Co  much 
enlarged,  appearing  of  twice  the  natural 
magnitude ;  for  in  cutting  open  the  right 
ventricle,  at  leaft  five  ounces  of  blood 
were  difcharged  from  it :  and  on  a  iimilar 
•divifion  of  the  left  ventricle,  about  two 
ounces  more ;  but  the  right  ventricle, 
although  fo  confiderably  enlarged,  appear¬ 
ed  to  poffefs  its  natural  confiftence^ 

The  left  lobe  of  the  lungs  adhered  ftrong- 
ly  to  the  parts  in  vicinity ;  laterally  to  the 
ribs  ;  inferiorly  to  the  diaphragm ;  pofle- 
riorly  to  the  pleura ;  as  well  as  to  the  pe¬ 
ricardium  by  the  mediajlinum ;  and  on  the 
furface  under  the  jlernum  there  appeared 
a  flight  extravajhtion  of  blood  :  in  cutting 
into  the  fubflance  of  the  left  lung  there 
was  no  fign  of  difeafe,  except  here  and 
there  a  fmall  lpot  of  ext rava fated  blood, 
but  nothing  that  in  the  lead  could  inter¬ 
fere  with  refpiration. 

The  external  furface  of  the  right  lobe 
afforded  very  extenfive  appearances  of  ex- 
travafatiotiy  but  without  any  adhefion  to 
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the  neighbouring  parts,  and  in  cutting  in¬ 
to  its  fubflance,  it  was  found  generally 
difeafed  from  inflammation  ;  it  cut  like  a 
firm  foiid  fubflance,  but  it  was  not  in  a 
fcirrbous  ftate  in  the  leaft ;  nor  were  there 
tubercles  in  any  part  of  its  fubflance  or 
coat :  the  colour  was  nearly  black,  the  air 
and  blood  veffels  almoft  obliterated ;  and 
portions  of  it  cut  out  and  thrown  into 
water,  fuddenly  funk.  In  no  part  of  thefe 
vifcera  was  any  fuppuration  or  pus  ob- 
fervable ;  and  for  the  moil  part  appeared 
juft  as  foiid  as  liver,  and  of  the  fame 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  exclufive  of 
the  enlargement  of  the  ‘Ventricles,  no  mor¬ 
bid  affection  appeared  in  their  coats ;  and 
the  arteria  pulmonalis ,  though  enlarged  at 
its  trunk,  had  no  difeafe ;  but  the  ramifi¬ 
cations  branching  from  it,  were  foon  ob¬ 
literated  in  the  dark- coloured,  heavy  por¬ 
tions  of  the  right  pulmonary  lobe . 

The  immediate  caufe  of  death  mufl 
appear  obvious  from  this  fketch  of  the 

G  2  difeafed 
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difeafed  parts ;  the  blood  thrown  from  the 
right  ventricle  into  the  arteria  pulmonalis , 
being  greatly  obftrudled  by  the  difeafed 
ftate  of  the  right  lobe>  a  regurgitation  of 
the  blood  into  the  ventricle  mud  enfue ; 
and  under  fuch  an  immediate  contingence 
the  patient  probably  expired,  as  the  ven¬ 
tricle  and  arteria  pulmonalis  were  found 
loaded  with  about  five  ounces  of  blood, 
part  coagulated,  and  nearly  as  much  fluid. 

This  obftru&ed  exit  of  blood,  and  re¬ 
gurgitation,  might  occafion  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  right  ventricle,  and  likewife 
that  palpitation  and  laborious  breathing 
which  he  endured  for  many  weeks,  and 
which  gave  fome  fufpicion  of  an  aneurifn 
near  the  heart. 

Opprefled  in  breathing  as  he  was,  and 
with  a  fenfe  of  load  about  the  chcft,  he 
frequently  gave  writhing  ferpentine  pofi- 
tions  to  his  body,  as  has  been  remarked, 
which  feemed  at  length  involuntary,  in 
order  probably  to  overcome  the  impeded 

circulation 


Medical  Society  of  London .  8 

circulation  of  blood  through  the  heart  and 
large  veftels. 

From  all  the  different  remedies  employ¬ 
ed  during  his  illnefs,  three  only  afforded 
fome  relief — occafional  bleedings,  the  ano¬ 
dyne  of  fyrupus  e  me  conic ,  and  a  purgative 
of  calomel . 

From  the  ftate  of  the  lungs,  there  is 
fufficient  reafon  to  conclude  that  inflam¬ 
mation,  fir  ft  in  the  left  lobe  and  pleura , 
and  afterwards  communicated  to  the  right 
lobe ,  was  the  original  difeafe ;  and  how 
far  bleeding,  and  the  plan  of  treatment 
ufual  under  fuch  a  ftate,  could  it  have  been 
difeovered,  might  have  obviated  the  fatal 
termination,  is  not  afcertainable. 


Case  II. 

Q  R - .  a  young  lady,  about  eleven 

•  years  of  age,  was,  during  the  year 
1776,  much  afflidted  with  darting  pains 

G  3  about 
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about  the  region  of  the  ftomach.  In  the 
fpring  of  1777,  fhe  had  a  flight  cough, 
and  felt  a  confiderable  ditliculty  of  breath¬ 
ing,  accompanied  with  fuch  a  Palpitation 
of  the  Heart  as  was  difcernible  at  a  confi¬ 
derable  diftance ;  and  upon  laying  the 
hand  on  the  fternum ,  it  gave  a  fenfation 
to  the  touch  not  eafily  defcribed  ;  fome- 
what  like  a  fluid  palling  through  a  cylin¬ 
der,  in  the  central  fubftance  ol  which  a 
ball  had  been  infixed,  againft  which  the 
impulfe  of  the  circulating  fluid  had  been 
directed,  and  by  it  repelled  with  a  vibra¬ 
tory  motion  along  the  cylinder :  this  vi¬ 
bration,  as  well  as  the  Palpitation  of  the 
Heart ,  were  diminifhed  upon  holding  the 
breath,  but  this  undulating  motion  was 
more  regular  when  the  breathing  was  equal¬ 
ly  maintained,  which  was  ufual  when 
afleep,  and  fometimes  fo  when  awake  in  a 
reclined  pofition  :  when  this  equal  balance 
was  once  overcome,  which  was  feveral 
times  in  an  hour  when  out  of  bed,  the 
patient  would  attempt  a  full  and  laborious 
inlpiration  with  a  writhing  ferpentine  flex¬ 
ure  of  the  body,  which  again  reftored  the 

loft 
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loft  balance ;  but  in  this  effort  the  vibra¬ 
tion  was  attended  with  a  kind  of  double 
undulation,  as  if  a  convulfive,  had  imme¬ 
diately  followed  the  natural  adtion,  of  the 
cylinder.  Upon  motion,  refpiration  be¬ 
came  more  difficult,  and  a  fenfe  of  fuffo- 
cation  fometimes  enfued ;  but  throughout 
the  whole  dileafe  there  was  no  acute  pain 
in  the  thorax ,  though  fometimes  flight 
/hooting  pains  in  the  pedtoral  mufcles  were 
noticed ;  the  principal  pain  complained  of, 
was  about  the  upper  part  of  the  larynx , 
and  this  continued  throughout  the  difeafe 
almoft  invariably. 

The  pulfe  was  generally  quick,  fome- 

V 

times  hard  and  thready,  feldom  beating 
under  130  ftrokes  in  a  minute ;  it  often 
intermitted,  efpecially  upon  motion,  wh eh 
it  alfo  was  attended  with  a  fluttering  irre¬ 
gularity  :  there  was  rarely  any.  fever,  at 
lead  for  days  fuccefiively  /he  was  free  from 
any ;  fometimes  an  increafed  heat  came 
on,  with  a  flufhed  hedtic  appearance  of 
the  cheeks,  but  this  was  more  apparent 
near  the  end,  than  in  the  recent  /late  of 

G  4  the 


88 


MEMOIRS  of  the 

the  difeafe.  The  voice  was  thrill,  hafty, 
and  impetuous,  as  if  from  impatience  in 
differing,  though  lhe  applied  it  to  no  par¬ 
ticular  caufe,  but  an  inability  to  do  other- 
wife. 

The  patient  took  cicuta ,  Hoffmann’s 
anodyne,  the  Peruvian  bark,  and  many 
other  medicines,  without  any  obvious  be¬ 
nefit  ;  a  blifter  was  applied  to  the  bread:, 
and  long  kept  open  ;  bleeding  was  tried, 
and  as  the  blood  was  very  lizy,  it  was  re¬ 
peated  ;  but  temporary  mitigation  only 
refulted. 

In  September  the  cough  became  more 
troublefome,  with  a  frothy  expectoration, 
which  flie  deferibed  as  arifing  from  the 
larynx  or  fuperior  part  of  the  trachea ; 
where  her  pain  was  moft  perceptible,  and 
now  extended  over  the  whole  cheft :  fhe 
grew  daily  and  rapidly  more  and  more 
emaciated,  and  fhe  expired  on  the  2d  of 
October,  1777. 

On  the  4th  of  the  fame  month  the  body 
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was  opened  by  Mr.  Headington,  Surgeon, 
in  Spitalfields,  when  I  was  likewife  pre- 
fent. 

The  pericardium  contained  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  fluid,  amounting  to  three 
ounces  and  a  half ;  about  the  fame  quan¬ 
tity  floated  in  the  cavity  of  the  thorax: 
both  lobes  of  the  lungs  were  fet  with  feveral 
fmall  glandular  tubercles ,  fome  of  which 
were  in  a  ftate  of  fuppuration  ;  and  on  the 
right  there  was  a  flight  adheflon  to  the  pleura. 

The  ventricles  of  the  heart  were  loaded 
with  coagulated  blood,  as  well  as  the  af- 
cending  aorta ;  and  in  tracing  the  courfe 
of  this  artery,  which  paiTes  over  the 
trachea ,  a  tumor  was  difeovered  near  the 
origin  of  the  aorta ,  and  fituated  imme¬ 
diately  between  it,  and  the  trachea ,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  equally  to  prefs  upon 
them. 

This  tumor ,  of  the  magnitude  of  a  large 
walnut,  fuppofed  to  be  an  enlarged  lym¬ 
phatic  gland ,  was  fleatomatous ,  with  a  flight 

fuppuration 
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fuppuration  on  the  furface  in  vicinity  to 
the  trachea ,  and  the  coats  of  the  latter 
were  become  thinner  on  that  fide :  the 
artery  itfelf,  though  comprefied  on  the 
fide  touching  the  tumor ,  was  of  a  healthy 
texture.  The  abdominal  vifeera  were  in 
general  in  a  natural  ftate ;  even  the  mefen - 
tcric  glands,  were  free  from  difcaie,  as  well 
as  the  liver  and  its  appendages. 


In  exhibiting  this  view  of  the  thoracic 
vifeera ,  the  hydrops  pericardii ,  the  pulmo¬ 
nary  fuppuration s,  and  the  glandular  tu- 
mo r,  might  fingly  be  considered  as  a  futfi- 
cient  fource  of  fatality.  As  the  cough 
was  very  trivial  till  near  the  approach  of 
death ;  it  might  be  fuggefted,  that  the 
pulmonary  affeftion  was  fubfequent  to  the 
tumor  ;  which  was  fo  fituated  as  to  obftrudt 
the  free  tranfit  of  blood  through  the  aorta , 
and  thus  impeding  the  functions  of  the 
heart,  firft  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
hydrops  pedloris .  The  patient  was  up¬ 
wards  of  twelve  months  indifpofed,  a 
period  of  time  She  could  not  have  lub- 
fifted  under  fuch  a  degree  of  hydrops 

petloris  ; 
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pelloris :  hence  it  might  be  inferred,  that 
the  tumor  gave  rife  to  the  other  difeafes, 
and  was  the  fource  of  the  fatal  termination. 
Added  to  thefe  confiderations,  the  writhing 
ferpentine  flexure  of  the  body,  adopted  by 
the  patient,  determine  me  to  this  opinion, 
as  well  as  the  large  quantity  of  blood, 
found  in  the  ventricles ,  which  alone  ap¬ 
peared  to  refult  from  the  mechanical 
preflure  of  this  hard  body  upon  the  aorta% 
producing  congeftion  of  blood  in  the 
heart,  whilft  the  defcending  aorta  was 
found  unufually  empty  of  this  fluid. 

Though  the  lajynx  and  whole  courfe  of 
the  trachea  were  not  difeafed,  yet  the  pain 
was  generally  referred  to  the  luperior  part 
of  this  tube  ;  the  cough  might  occafion 
fome  irritation,  but  by  no  means  equiva¬ 
lent  to  the  fufterings  of  the  patient.  If 
we  refled:  upon  the  condition  of  other 
parts  of  the  body,  wherein  pains  are  per¬ 
ceptible  at  a  diftance  from  the  exciting 
caufe,  we  may  rifle  a  conjedure  in  the 
prefen t  inftance  ;  thus  a  calculus  in  the 
vejica  urinaria ,  gives  a  painful  fenfation 

at 


92  MEMOIRS  of  the 

at  the  glam  penis ;  and  obftruCted  feces  in 
the  inteftines  occafion  pain  at  the  fphincler 
ani ;  in  like  manner  a  tumor  preffing  on 
the  trachea ,  may  convey  a  fenfe  of  pain 
at  its  termination  in  the  larynx:  if  muf- 
cular  fibres  refemble  other  elaftic  bodies 
this  conjecture  is  further  eftablifhed  ;  thus, 
in  vibrating  cords  the  force  of  impulfe 
will  be  ftrongeft  at  their  fixed  extremities. 

In  both  the  preceding  cafes,  I  have  par¬ 
ticularly  mentioned,  the  writhing  ferpen- 
tine  directions  of  the  body,  which  accom¬ 
panied  the  dyfpncea ,  and  general  fymptoms 
of  oppreffed  circulation  ;  and  from  further 
inquiries,  among  medical  gentlemen,  who 
have  been  attentive  to  diffeCtions  of  un¬ 
common  difeafes,  I  am  induced  to  think 
that  thefe  particular  attitudes  of  the  body, 
are  the  ufual  concomitants  of  obftruCiion 
in  the  blood  veffels  of  the  heart,  and  of 
the  larger  veffels  immediately  communi¬ 
cating  with  it. 

This  fymptom  has  not  hitherto  been 
noticed  as  an  attendant  on  the  angina 

peoloris . 
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peed  oris .  The  difficulty  of  breathing  upon 
motion  ;  the  lancinating  pains  about  the 
peBoral  mufcles  and  arms,  and  the  inter¬ 
mitting  pulfe,  are  the  moft  pathognomonic 
fymptoms  of  a  difeafe  fcarcely  yet  esta¬ 
blished,  although  the  moft  accurate  diffiec- 
tions  have  been  made ;  but  in  all  the  cafes 
of  obstructed  blood  near  the  heart,  the 
periodical  voluntary  or  involuntary  atti¬ 
tudes  of  the  body  already  deferibed,  have 
been  prominent  features.  I  do  not  recol¬ 
lect  to  have  feen  that  fenfe  of  fudden  fuf- 
focation  ufual  in  the  angina  pefforis ,  and 
probably  the  very  fymptom  above  men¬ 
tioned  tends  to  obviate  it,  by  giving  an 
impulfe  to  the  aCtion  of  the  heart  that  over¬ 
comes  the  refiftance  in  the  large  velfels. 

Fatal  as  thefe  difeafes  have  hitherto 
been,  I  thought  it  would  afford  fome  ufe- 
ful  addition  to  our  Scanty  ftock  of  medical 
knowledge  relpeCting  them,  thus  to  make 
fome  discrimination  in  their  leading  fymp¬ 
toms,  which  future  experience  may  pro¬ 
bably  apply  to  elucidate  facts  beyond  the 
reach  of  prefent  investigation. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

Obfervations  on  Deafnefs ,  from  Affections 
of  the  Eujlachian  Tube  :  By  James  Sims, 
M.  D.  Prejident  of  the  Medical  Soci¬ 
ety  ^/'London,  6tc. 

Re^d  May  20,  1786,  * 

TH  E  tube  which  paffes  from  the  in¬ 
ternal  cavity  of  the  ear  beyond  the 
membrana  tympani ,  to  the  back  part  of 
the  fauces ,  is  called  the  aqueduCt  by  fome, 
but  is  more  commonly  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Eujlachian  tube ,  from  its  having 
been  firft  accurately  deferibed  by  that 
excellent  anatomift.  Some  writers,  as 
Le  Clerc  and  Haller,  have  fuppofed 
Alcmxon  and  Ariftotle,  acquainted  with 
this  tube,  from  their  aflerting  that  goats 
breathe  through  the  ear.  This  afiertion, 

however. 
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however,  is  given  both  by  Pliny  and 
Varro  to  Archelaus.  But  it  appears  to  me 
that  a  knowledge  of  this  tube ,  and  even 
its  ufes,  may  with  much  more  reafon  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  Hippocrates,  what  they  have 
averred  concerning  goats  being  falfe ; 
whereas,  in  his  book  de  locis  in  homine ,  he 
fays,  that  in  fuppurations  of  the  ear,  a  fponge 
dipped  in  a  drying  medicine  is  to  be  put  into 
the  external  ear,  and  at  the  fame  time  a 
purgative,  by  which  he  means  ftimulating, 
medicine  is  to  be  put  into  the  nofe,  fo 
that  the  matter  which  before  flowed  into 
the  ear  may  be  carried  into  the  nofe* 

Many  ufes  have  been  afcribed  to  this 
tube ,  yet  I  am  apprehenfive  one  of  the 
principal  ones  has  not  as  yet  been  pointed 
out.  From  feveral  circumltances  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  it  conveys  the  found  of 
our  own  voice  to  the  organ  of  hearing, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  meatus  auditor 
rius  externus  conveys  to  it  all  other  founds 
whatever ;  on  which  account  it  is  the  prin¬ 
cipal  regulator  of  our  own  voice.  Had  I 
not  formed  this  opinion  from  a  variety  of 
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fails,  I  lhould  have  been  led  to  give  it 
up  on  the  authority  of  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Monro,  of  Edinburgh,  who  in  his 
tenth  chapter  of  the  Phyliology  of  Fillies, 
alferts,  from  what  he  thinks  a  conclufivc 
experiment,  that  no  aiftinil  impreffion  is 
tranfmitted  through  the  Eufachian  tube.. 
As  this  is  intended  merely  as  a  prailical 
paper,  I  would  not  have  mentioned  my 
opinion  here,  if  it  had  not  ferved  to  illuf- 
trate  fome  of  the  remarks  which  follow  ; 
and  as  I  am  venturing  to  dillent  from  one 
great  phyfiologift,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed 
to  point  out  what  I  think  an  error  in  ano¬ 
ther,  no  lefs  celebrated  one,  I  mean  Hal¬ 
ler,  who,  §  5.  c.  iii.  1.  xv.  of  his  Elementa 
Pbyfologia ,  fays,  that  in  infpiration  a  tor¬ 
rent  of  air  enters  the  Eufackian  tube ,  and 
prelfes  the  membrane  of  the  tympanum 
llrongly  outward :  that  this  happens  in 
expiration,  efpecially  if  the  mouth  or  nofe 
be  clofed,  or  the  expiration  be  fudden  and 
violent,  as  in  fneezing,  may  be  eafily  de- 
monllrated ;  but  that  it  fhould  happen  in 
infpiration,  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  me¬ 
chanics. 


Ec 
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Be  thefe  matters,  however,  as  they  may, 
no  one  I  believe  at  this  time  doubts  that 
Deafnefs  enfues  when  the  Euftachian  tube 
is  obftrudted,  as  well  as  when  the  meatus 
audit  orius  ext  emus  is  flopped  up.  Thefe 
two  fpecies  of  Deafnefs  being,  perhaps, 
almoft  the  only  curable  ones,  are  therefore 
moft  worthy  of  our  attention.  The  man¬ 
ner  of  treating  each,  being  entirely  differ¬ 
ent  from  the  other,  it  becomes  alfo  of 
great  importance  to  find  out  marks  by 
which  we  may  diftinguiih  them.  To  point 
out  the  fymptoms  by  which  we  may  know 
the  Euftachian  tube  to  be  the  feat  of  the 
difeafe,  and  how  to  remedy  it  when  feated 
there,  fhall  be  the  fubjedt  of  this  paper. 

Previous  to  any  general  deductions,  I 
think  it  beft  to  give  a  hiftorical  account  of 
what  I  have  obferved  from  my  fir  ft  paying 
particular  attention  to  this  fubjedt  until  the 
prefent  time.  In  the  fummer  of  1773,  I 
was  defired  to  vifit  a  young  gentleman  in 
Fenchurch- Street,  who  from ‘having  taken 
cold,  had  been  feized  with  Deafnefs  about 
three  weeks  before.  The  diforder  was  at 

vol.  X,  H  firft 
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firft  attended  with  feverifhnefs,  and  Tome 
degree  of  inflammation  about  the  tonfils , 
for  which  he  had  been  bled.  The  other 
fymptoms  of  the  cafe,  fuch  as  an  eruption 
upon  his  face  of  a  leprous  appearance, 
which  afterwards  yielded  to  the  aethiopic 
pill,  are  not  neceflary  to  be  related  here ; 
let  it  fuflice  to  fay,  that  on  the  morning 
before  my  fird  vifit  he  had  been  perfectly 
redored  to  hearing,  by  a  violent  fit  of 
lneezing,  his  ears  giving  a  loud  crack  at  the 
fame  time.  That  a  doppage  of  the  Eujia - 
chian  tube  might  occafion  a  Deafnefs,  I 
did  not  doubt,  from  having  frequently 
obferved,  both  in  myfelf  and  others,  the 
hearing  injured  for  a  fhort  time  during 
colds,  together  with  a  noife  in  the  ears, 
which  ufually  went  off  on  their  giving  a 
fmart  crack.  But  that  this  might  be  fo 
permanent,  as  in  the  following  cafe,  and 
yet  dill  be  remediable,  I  mud  own  did  not 
fall  within  my  conception  ;  I  fhall  there¬ 
fore  relate  it  circumdantially  as  given  to 
me  by  the  gentleman  himfelf,  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  it  feeming  very  important  in 
medicine  : 

Me. 
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Mr.  Robert  Stephens,  a  ftudent  of  me¬ 
dicine,  of  aftrong  make  and  about  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  on  his  return  in  the 
month  of  April,  1770,  from  Edinburgh  to 
Ireland,  embarked  at  Greenock  in  a  fmall 
veffel,  and  as  there  were  a  great  number 
of  paffengers,  he  fuffered  many  inconve¬ 
niences  during  the  voyage,  which  proved 
very  tedious.  When  at  fea,  they  were  be¬ 
calmed  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  rendered  it 
equally  inconvenient  to  turn  back  or  pro¬ 
ceed  ;  making  choice  however  of  the 
latter,  they  endeavoured  to  haften  their 
arrival  at  Belfaft,  by  towing  the  veffel 
with  the  long  boat.  This  employed  them 
by  turns  for  three  days,  and  as  many 
nights ;  during  which  time,  Mr.  Stephens 
was  often  violently  heated  and  afterwards 
much  expofed  to  cold.  Being  an  unex¬ 
perienced  failor,  he  negle&ed  applying  to 
fpirits,  their  noftrum  in  fuch  circumftances, 
of  which  imprudence  he  began  to  find  the 
effects  before  his  departure  from  the  veffel, 
being  feized  with  a  very  fevere  fit  of  the 
Rheumatifm,  which  lafted  many  months. 

Eight  or  ten  days  after  his  arrival  in  Ire- 

•  »  • 

H  2  land. 


ioo  MEMOIRS  of  the 

land,  he  was  fcized  with  an  inflammation 
in  the  tonfils  that  almoft  threatened  ft  ran  - 
gulation  ;  nothing  could  be  fwallowed  but 
thin  dilutingVliquors,  even  thick  water- 
gruel  not  finding  a  paflage  downwards, 
without  the  mofi  exquifite  pain,  and  the 
leaft  motion  of  the  glottis  in  fwallowing 
the  faliva  being  attended  with  fuch  torture, 
that  the  remoteft  member  of  the  body 
felt  its  effeft.  For  three  days  it  had  the 
appearance  of  fuppurating,  but  on  the 
fourth  it  fubfided  fo  much,  that  he  had 
recourfe  to  his  ufual  manner  of  life.  Im¬ 
mediately  after  its  abating,  he  perceived 
his  hearing  begin  to  decreafe,  with  a  pro¬ 
digious  noiie  in  his  ears,  which  continued 
for  three  weeks,  until  it  brought  him  to 
fuch  a  fituation  that  he  could  not  hear 
common  converfation,  or  even  when 
fpoken  to  in  a  louder  voice,  he  loft  the 
half  of  what  was  {aid,  from  the  impreftion 
of  the  firft  found  remaining  fo  long  upon 
his  ear,  as  to  render  the  following  ones  in- 
diftindt.  Under  thefe  difagreeable  circum- 
ftances  he  continued  a  whole  year,  during 
Which  he  tried  blifters,  fyringing,  and 
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every  thing  that  could  be  thought  of,  both 
by  himfelf  and  fome  very  eminent  phyft- 
cians  whom  he  confulted,  without  receiv¬ 
ing  the  leaft  advantage.  His  patience 
was  at  length  quite  exhaufted,  and  he  re- 
folved  to  relign  himfelf  to  his  fate,  and  lay 
afide  the  ufe  of  all  applications,  thinking  that 
they  clogged  his  ears,  and  rendered  founds 
more  confufed.  In  this  ftate  of  inactivity 
and  defpondence  he  continued  two  months, 
without  perceiving  the  leaft  alteration,  until 
at  laft  fortune,  who  often  beftows  upon  us 
thofe  good  gifts  that  reafon  and  forecaft 
have  in  vain  fought  for,  caft  a  perfon  in 
his  way,  whofe  daughter  had  fuftered  under 
the  like  calamity,  for  a  fpace  of  time  he 
does  not  at  prefent  recoiled:,  and  whofe 
hearing  had  been  luckily  reftored  in  a  very 
fnnple  and  unexpected  manner.  Her  nofe 
happening  to  be  ftopt  by  a  cold,  that  hin¬ 
dered  the  intercourfe  of  air  through  that 
organ  ;  to  rid  herfelf  of  this  inconvenience 
and  make  a  paffage  for  it  by  that  way, 
(he  clofed  her  mouth,  and  applying  her 
lingers  to  her  nofe,  made  a  violent  effort 
to  emit  her  breath,  when  inftead  of  pro- 
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curing  a  paflage  through  her  nofe,  Hie 
found  one  into  her  ears,  which  occafioned 
each  to  crack  like  a  piftol.  The  experi¬ 
ment  was  attended  with  fo  little  trouble, 
that  he  made  the  trial  in  the  fame  manner ; 
but  after  many  attempts  it  proved  unfuc- 
cefsful.  Loth,  however,  to  remain  in 
that  melancholy  date,  which  is  fo  remark¬ 
ably  the  lot  of  Deafnefs,  he  at  laft  made 
fome  little  alteration  in  his  method,  and 
to  his  inexprefiible  joy  it  had  the  defired 
effedt.  Inftead  of  filling  his  mouth  with  . 
air,  he  kept  his  lips  clofely  preffed  to  his 
gums  and  teeth  ;  this  made  the  air  exert 
its  full  force  about  the  entrance  into  the 
larynx >  and  the  firft  trial  with  thefe  altera¬ 
tions  fucceeded  with  one  ear.  In  twenty- 
four  hours,  during  which  time  his  many 
anxious  efforts  to  recover  fo  valuable  a 
bleiling,  may  be  more  eafily  conceived 
than  expreffed,  the  like  fuccefs  attended 
him  with  the  other  ear.  For  the  fpace  of 
three  days  afterwards,  he  was  obliged  to 
avoid  all  company  on  account  of  the  difa- 
greeab!e  impreflion  each  found  made  upon 
his  ears ;  he  could  hear  diftindtly  a  vvhifpcr 

from 
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from  a  diftant  part  of  a  room,  frequent 
trials  of  that  kind  having  been  made,  to 
prove  the  reality  of  the  cure :  he  has 
ever  fince  enjoyed  as  ufual  that  ineftimable 
faculty.  From  the  circumftances  of  this 
cafe,  the  fituation  of  the  diforder  in  the 
Eujlacbian  tube ,  was  evident  ->  and  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  unexpected  cure  roufed 
my  attention  in  the  higheft  degree.  I 
muft  own,  that  the  almoft  magical  manner 
in  which  it  was  performed,  caught  my 
fancy  fo  much,  that  I  obliged  all  iiiy  deaf 
patients  to  make  efforts  fimilar  to  thofe 
defcribed  in  this  cafe.  The  natural  con- 
fequence  of  which  was,  that  I  failed  in  vaffc 
numbers  of  inftances  where  the  difeafe  was 
not  fituated  in  the  Eufachian  tube .  One 
good,  however,  refulted  from  thefe  indif- 
criminate  trials,  which  was,  that  I  became 
able  in  a  confiderable  degree  to  point  out 
the  charaCteriftic  differences  between  it  and 

t 

other  kinds  of  Deafnefs.  Among  the  in¬ 
ftances  wherein  I  failed,  or  was  only  par¬ 
tially  fuccefsful,  two  being  attended  with 
remarkable  occurrences  fhall  be  mentioned 
here. 
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A  lingle  lady  who  had  been  formerly 
deaf  for  fome  weeks  and  been  fuddenly 
relieved  from  it,  was  after  a  cold,  feized  a 
lecond  time  with  Dcafnefs,  which  conti¬ 
nued  increafing  upon  her  for  fome  months. 
I  faw  her  after  the  malady  had  continued 
three  months,  when  I  recommended  to  her 
the  method  already  deferibed,  without 
effedi.  She  afterwards  applied  to  an  au- 
rift  in  this  town,  who  pronounced  the 
cafe  to  be  nervous,  and  applied  a  perpetual 
blifter  behind  the  ear;  after  this  had  been 
kept  on  for  fome  weeks,  (lie  was  as  before 
inftantaneoully  relieved  by  a  fudden  noife 
in  her  ears.  Both  from  the  fuddennefs  of 
the  relief  and  other  fymptoms,  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  the  ieat  of  complaint  was  in 
the  EuJ/acbian  tube :  I  am  likewife  con¬ 
vinced  that  fhe  never  ufed  the  method  pre- 
feribed  with  iufficient  force,  as  I  could  not 
perluade  her  to  try  it  before  my  face,  fh$ 
Teeming  difpleafed  with  its  fimplicity,  and 
immediately  applying  to  an  aurift,  who 

treated  it  with  becoming  importance. 

•  •« 
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The  fecond  cafe  was  of  a  beautiful 
young  lady,  lifter  to  an  ingenious  Surgeon 
of  this  town,  who  had  been  deaf  to  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  for  above  two  years. 
F rom  a  thorough  convi&ion  of  the  feat  of 
the  diforder,  I  ftrongly  recommended  the 
foregoing  method,  and  got  her  brother  to 
fecond  my  perfuafions.  The  confequence 
was,  that  Ihe  appeared  at  firft  perfectly 
cured ;  but  1  find  that  the  complaint  has 
fince  repeatedly  returned :  fhe  is,  however, 
always  confiderably  relieved  by  the  fame 
method  as  at  firft. 

I  fhall  come  now  to  fome  more  general 
remarks  upon  the  difeafe,  drawn  from  all  the 
cafes  I  have  feen  of  it.  The  moft  frequent 
caufe  1  have  found  to  be  the  catching  of 
cold,  as  it  is  called  in  this  country,  which 
anfwers  to  the  Coryza  of  Hippocrates,  and 
deftillatio  or  gravedo  of  Celfus.  This  pro¬ 
bably  adts  by  inflaming  and  fwelling  the 
foft  mucous  glandular  membrane  that  lines 
the  part  of  the  tube  next  the  fauces .  The 
fecretion  of  thefe  glands  becoming  vifcid, 
may  likewife  block  up  the  tube,  and  fo 

*occafion 
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occafion  Deafnefs,  as  we  fee  in  and  after 

* 

many  fevers.  It  is  likewife  known  that  a 
polypus ,  a  fwelling  of  the  palate,  or  repeat¬ 
ed  inflammations  of  the  tonfils ,  produce 
the  fame  confequence.  Apthce ,  or  an 
erolion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  tube  likewife 
produce  it ;  any  inflammation  that  pro¬ 
duces  cohefion  between  its  fides  will  like¬ 
wife  have  a  fimilar  effect. 

From  what  I  have  feen,  women  appear 
more  liable  to  Deafnefs  than  men,  and  alfo 
I  believe  to  this  particular  fpecies ;  but 
upon  this  I  am  not  able  to  determine  at 
prefent. 

There  feems  to  be  a  confiderable  con- 
fent  between  the  two  ears,  perhaps  a9 
great  as  between  the  eyes.  Thus,  upon  one 
ear  being  ftopt  with  the  finger,  the  hearing 
of  the  other  is  rendered  very  dull  and 
confufed.  Sanious  or  purulent  difeharges 
frequently  appear  from  both ;  and  one  ear 
is  feldom  long  affected  without  the  other 
fuffering;  in  the  end.  Theie  fails  are  ob- 
vious  in  the  external  ears,  and  are,  I 

believe. 
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beKeve,  equally  true,  as  to  the  Eujlachian 
tubes. 

The  marks  by  which  Deafnefs  is  known 
to  proceed  from  an  obftrudtion  of  the 
Eujlachian  tube ,  are,  ift,  Its  being  pre¬ 
ceded  by  fome  of  the  caufes  already  men¬ 
tioned.  2dly,  On  making  an  effort  to 
expire,  and  at  the  fame  time  retaining  the 
breath  by  flopping  the  mouth  and  nofe, 
no  pre fibre  is  found  upon  the  tympani  of 
both  ears ;  whereas  if  the  tube  be  not  ob- 
ftru&ed,  and  the  effort  be  very  confidera- 
ble,  the  preffure  is  fo  great  as  to  be  attend¬ 
ed  with  pain,  and  to  endanger  the  ruptu¬ 
ring  of  the  membrana  tympani.  And  here 
it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  a  preffure  upon 
the  tympanum  of  one  ear  is  not  fufficient, 
on  account  of  the  fympathy  mentioned  in 
the  laft  paragraph,  unlefs  that  preffure  be 
obferved  in  each  of  the  ears  at  different 
times,  a  thing  not  likely  to  happen.  3dly, 
The  found  of  the  deaf  perfon’s  voice  ap¬ 
pears  different  from  what  it  did  before, 
and  alfo  from  the  found  of  any  other  per¬ 
fon’s.  This,  however,  is  only  remarkable 
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where  both  tubes  are  ftopt,  as  where  one 
only  is  affedted,  the  perfon’s  own  voice  is 
heard  equally  as  well  as  formerly.  4thly, 
There  feems  always  to  be  a  noil'e  heard  by 
the  perfon,  as  if  in  their  own  ears.  This 
fometimes  refembles  the  found  of  a  tea¬ 
kettle  before  it  boils,  at  others  it  is  a  roaring 
like  water,  or  like  high  wind  blowing 
through  trees,  or  even  like  thunder.  This 
noife  is  heard  when  one  ear  only  is  affedt- 
ed,  though  perhaps  not  in  the  fame  degree. 
An  eafy  experiment  may  be  thought  to 
militate  again  ft  this  opinion,  which  is  the 
flopping  one  or  both  ears  with  our  fingers, 
when  immediately  a  founding  is  heard  in 
the  head  of  the  kind  juft  mentioned  :  but 
it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  in  this  cafe  a 
quantity  of  air  is  included  between  the 
finger  and  membrane  of  the  tympanum ,  a 
thing  which  can  never  happen  in  difeafes 
of  the  external  meatus ,  but  is  precifely 
what  happens  in  obftrudtions  of  the  Eujla- 
cbian  tube .  5 thly,  Perfons  deaf  from  this 

caufe  hear  better  in  a  carriage,  or  in  any 
confiderable  noife.  I  am  fenfible  that  this 
has  been  attributed  by  fome  to  the  tenfion 
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given  thereby  to  the  mufcles  of  the  fmall 

bones  of  the  ear ;  whether  this,  however, 

«* 

be  not  hypothetical,  muft  be  fubmitted  to 
phyfiologifts.  6thly,  When  one  tube  is 
obftrudted,  the  hearing  is  much  more  im¬ 
paired  in  proportion  than  when  the  exter¬ 
nal  meatus  of  only  one  ear  is  ftopt.  This 
is  not  to  be  underftood  of  the  found  of 
their  own  voice,  which  is  perceived  equally 
as  before.  And  I  am  led  to  conclude,  that 
in  all  cafes  of  Deafnefs,  where  one  or  both 
tubes  remain  open,  and  when  the  internal 
parts  of  the  ear  are  not  difordered,  the 
patient  hears  his  own  voice  as  well  as  for¬ 
merly,  and  therefore  we  find  them  always 
fpeaking  in  a  lower  voice  than  other 
people. 

9 

After  all  I  have  faid,  however,  of  the 
diftinguifhing  marks  of  thefe  different  fpe- 
cies  of  Deafnefs,  there  are  cafes  where  it 
is  very  difficult  to  decide.  And  in  many 
cafes  it  appears  evident  that  both  the  tube 
and  the  external  meatus  are  affedted,  which 
is  no  more  than  what  we  perceive  in  dif- 
eafes  of  moft  other  parts  of  the  body ;  the 
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parts  in  contiguity  and  connedled  with 
them  becoming  frequently  affedted. 

According  to  the  different  caufes  from 
which  the  oblfrudtion  of  the  tube  arifes, 
the  confequent  Deafnefs  is  curable  or  other- 
wife.  Where  it  is  owing  to  any  glutinous 
matter  flopping  the  palfage,  or  a  fimple 
fwelling  of  the  membrane  which  lines  it, 
or  a  tumor  in  the  neighbourhood,  it  is 
plainly  within  the  reach  of  the  medical 
art.  To  thefe  caufes  I  fhall  therefore 
principally  refer  in  what  is  to  follow. 

*  When  it  is  flightly  infardled  with  this 
matter,  the  firft  and  mofl  fimple  way  in 
which  it  is  freed  from  it  is  by  the  adlion  of 
fwallowing.  This  feems  to  produce  its 
effedt  by  putting  the  anterior  cartilaginous 
and  membranaceous  part  of  the  tube  in 
motion.  That  this  part  of  the  tube  is 
moveable,  or  at  lead;  contradlible,  all  au¬ 
thors  agree ;  and  any  perfon  who  will 
carefully  attend  to  his  own  feelings,  will 
perceive  a  peculiar  fenfation  in  his  ear  in 
performing  deglutition.  I  have  often 

found 
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found  that  a  flight  obftrudlion  in  my  ear 
has  been  removed  by  this  effort,  and  there¬ 
fore  whenever  I  perceive  the  hearing  ftopt 
with  a  little  flinging  in  my  head,  I,  as  it 
were,  mechanically  perform  it.  Others,  I 
doubt  not,  have  experienced  the  fame, 
though  without  taking  notice  of  it,  or 
knowing  whence  the  benefit  arifes. 

Gaping,  yawning,  and  gargling,  have 
all  been  known  to  cure  it,  and  probably 
adt  in  a  fimilar  manner  to  the  laft. 

Whatfoever  forces  a  current  of  air  into 
the  tube,  often  removes  Deafhefs ;  and 
this  will  have  its  effedt  whether  the  difor- 
der  proceeds  from  vifcid  matter,  as  in  the 
laft  cafe,  or  from  a  fwelling  and  puffinefs 
of  the  mucous  membrane.  In  the  adlion 
of  bawling  or  fpeaking  very  loud,  the 
air  is  forced  out  of  the  thorax,  with  impe- 
tuofity,  and  though  part  of  it  finds  a  vent 
through  the  mouth  and  nofe,  yet  fome  of 
it  will  pafs  into  any  cavity  that  will  admit 
of  dilatation,  which  is  the  cafe  of  the  tym¬ 
panum >  the  membrane  of  which  may  be 

protruded 
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protruded  confiderably  outward.  Cough¬ 
ing  has  a  fimilar  and  more  powerful  effect, 
and  fneezing  ftill  a  greater ;  thefe  have 
been  therefore  known  often  to  give  relief. 
The  adlion  of  vomiting  falls  likewife  under 
this  head,  although  at  firft  the  propriety 
of  placing  it  here  may  not  be  evident.  It 
is,  however,  a  compound  adtion,  for  we 
not  only  evacuate  the  ftomach,  but  at  the 
fame  inftant  force  the  air  out  of  the  lungs 
with  great  violence,  to  prevent,  I  fuppofe, 
any  of  the  matters  then  paffing  over  the 
top  of  the  larynx  from  dropping  into  the 
afpera  arteria.  Another  fpecies  of  effort 
has  been  faid  to  cure  this  complaint,  and 
may,  I  think,  be  ranked  here,  although  the 
connexion  be  lefs  apparent  than  in  the 
former  cafe,  that  is,  retention  of  the  breath. 
After  retaining  the  breath  for  any  con- 
fiderable  time,  we  are  obliged  almoft  con- 
vulfively  to  expel  it,  the  effedt  of  which 
latter  adtion  has,  I  apprehend,  been 
confounded  with  the  former,  by  thofe 
who  have  recorded  its  ufefuLnefs  in  the 
dlfeafe.  •  > 
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I  have  already  mentioned  that  a  fwelling 
of  the  membrane  which  lines  the  inlide  of 
the  tube  will  caufe  Deafnefs.  This  beiides 
may  produce  the  former  caufe  by  thicken¬ 
ing  the  mucus  fecreted  there,  as  we  moft- 
ly  fee  in  inflammations  of  glandular  parts. 
Whatfoever  therefore  aftringes  this  mem¬ 
brane,  or  even  the  parts  in  contiguity  with 
it,  may  be  of  fervice.  It  is  in  this  way 
that  gargles  may  have  cured  the  difeafe. 
Unloading  the  veflels  of  this  membrane 
is  alfo  evidently  a  natural  and  efficacious 
mode  of  cure.  This  may  be  accomplifhed 
by  cupping,  blifters,  or  iffues,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  or  by  producing  general  deple¬ 
tion  by  purgatives,  all  of  which  modes 
have  been  fometiines  fuccefsful.  Under 
this  head  may  be  alfo  arranged  the  advan¬ 
tage  often  perceived  from  wearing  a  flannel 
cap,  or  other  warm  covering  of  the  head 
at  night.  Thefe  latter  remedies  may  like- 
wife  be  combined  with  thofe  in  the  former 
paragraph,  inafmuch  as  the  leflening  any 
fwelling  of  the  folids  will  make  the  ob- 
ftrudling  matter  more  eafily  removed. 


vol.  1. 
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Syringing  the  external  ear  may  fome- 
times  have  been  of  fervice  from  the  effedt 
of  applications  never  being  confined  to 
the  part  alone  which  they  touch,  but  being 
propagated  to  the  contiguous  ones,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  parts  that  are  connedted  with 
them. 

The  lafl  mode  of  cure  which  I  fhall 
mention,  is  by  injedtions  into  the  tube, 
either  from  the  mouth  or  nofe.  The  in- 
jedting  from  the  mouth  feems  rather  im¬ 
practicable  ;  from  the  nofe  it  has  beyond  a 
doubt  fometimes  fucceeded  :  and  whoever 
would  wifh  to  know  more  of  this  method, 
may  confult  Mr.  Wathen’s  very  ingenious 
paper  on  the  lubjedt,  in  the  forty-ninth  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfadtions. 

•  • 

Having  thus  run  over  the  various  things 
that  have  fometimes  been  luccefsful  in  the 
cure  of  this  difeafe,  it  remains  only  to 
point  out  the  degree  of  dependance  that 
can  be  placed  in  them.  The  fimpleft,  and 
apparently,  the  moft  certain  and  powerful, 
is  the  mode  of  injedtion  ;  in  which  the  reft 

of 
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of  the  frame  is  in  no  way  ftrained  or  put 
out  of  order.  But  this  is  liable  to  objec¬ 
tions.  The  liquid  ufed  may  fall  into  the 
trachea ,  and  raife  a  troublefome  cough, 
or  what  is  of  much  more  confequence  and 
appears  to  me  infuperable  is,  that  the  moft 
lkilful  perfon  can  never  be  certain  that  he 
has  introduced  the  point  of  the  fyringe 
into  the  orifice  of  the  tube  ;  and  even  al¬ 
though  it  be,  unlefs  it  can  be  prefled  on 
fo  far  as  to  be  firmly  wedged  into  the 
narrow  part  of  it,  the  fluid  will  all  return 
by  its  fide  into  the  nofe  or  mouth,  exerting 
little  or  no  force  on  the  obftruftion.  I 
am  more  confirmed  in  this  opinion  from 
converfing  with  Mr.  Wathen  on  the  fub- 
jeft,  who  I  find  is  not  nearly  fo  fanguine 
in  his  hopes  of  cure  from  it  as  he  was 
originally. 

All  the  other  modes  of  cure  mentioned, 
evidently  fall  fhort  in  power  and  efficacy 
of  the  one  mentioned  in  Mr.  Stephens's 
cafe,  I  fhall  therefore  content  myfelf  with 
laying  down  fuch  farther  diredtions  as  I 
have  fince  found  ufeful  in  the  profecution 

I  2  of 
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of  it.  Perfeverance  in  repeating  the  efforts 
is  very  requifite  in  this  way,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  we  lee  in  reducing  Hernias,  or 
in  child-bearing,  a  number  of  efforts  fuc- 
ceed,  any  one  of  which  fingly  appears  of 
no  fervice  whatever.  Confiderable  force 
is  likewife  requifite  ;  indeed,  f  always  order 
the  force  to  be  increaled  until  the  air  *13 
found  to  rulh  againft  the  membrana  tympa¬ 
nic  and,  by  forcing  it  outward,  to  give  pain. 
In  cafes  where  only  one  ear  is  originally 
affetted,  I  think  it  beft  to  flop  the  other 
one  externally  with  wax,  or  feme  other 
loft  adhefive  fubftance,  whilft  uling  the 
efforts  to  expel  the  breath,  left  their  vio¬ 
lence  might  rupture  the  membrane  of  the 
tympanum  of  that  ear  in  which  the  tube  is 
free,  or  at  leaft  give  it  confiderable  and 
unnecellary  pain.  Where  the  Deafnefs 
has  been  of  long  Handing,  if  the  efforts 
made  in  this  way  do  not  fucceed  at  firft,  I 
think  it  heft  to  have  recourfe  to  blifters, 
or  lbme  of  the  methods  mentioned  in  a 
preceding  paragraph  for  emptying  the  vel- 
fels  of  the  tube,  after  which  the  efforts  are 
renewed  at  times  with  fuperior  efficacy. 

Deafnefs 
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Deafnefs  from  other  caufes  I  do  not 
mean  to  inveftigate  here,  and  hope  to  be 

excufed  the  concifenefs  with  which  I  have 

* 

treated  the  fubjedt,  as  it  is  not  my  wifh  to 
write  to  thofe  who  will  not  take  the  trou¬ 
ble  of  reflecting.  My  chief  intention  is  to 
procure  a  fair  trial  to  a  method  I  have  in 
feveral  inftances  found  fuccefsful,  and  I 
fhall  think  myfelf  happy,  if  by  means  of 
what  I  have  written  any  perfons  recover 
the  ineftimable  gift  of  hearing. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 


Cafe  of  a  Retention  of  Urine  from  external 
Violence,  cured  by  pun  {during  the  Bladder 
through  the  Rectum.  By  Mr.  William 
Norris,  F.  M.  S.  Surgeon  to  the  Ch ar- 
ter-House  and  General-Dispen¬ 
sary  . 


Read  December  ir,  1785. 


OF  the  innumerable  difeafes  to  which 
mankind  are  liable,  thofe  which  affect: 
the  bladder  and  its  appendages  are  far  from 

I  3  being 
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being  the  mod  inconfiderable.  Whether 
we  confider  a  Retention  of  Urine  as  imme¬ 
diately  affeiting  the  patient’s  life,  by  occa- 
fioning  the  bladder  to  burft,  or  the  urine 
to  be  ablorbcd  \  or,  as  laying  the  probable 
foundation  of  future  difeafes,  in  many  in- 
ftances  worfe  than  death,  fuch  as  fijlulce  in 
perinceoy  &c.  &c.  it  highly  deferves  the 
Surgeon’s  mod  fedulous  attention.  Any 
fad,  therefore,  founded  on  experience, 
which  tends  to  prevent  or  alleviate  thofe 
evils,  is  certainly  worthy  of  being  com¬ 
municated  ;  efpecially  when  it  in  any  de¬ 
gree  oppofes  the  dodrine  of  thofe  whofe 
opinions  have,  with  great  juftice,  fo  univer- 
fal  an  influence  on  the  pradice  of  furgery 
in  this  country. 

On  Saturday  the  of  June,  1785,  I 
was  dclired  by  Mr.  Slater,  of  Red-Crofs- 
Street,  to  vifit,  with  him,  William  Revcll, 
who  hada Retention  of  Urine.  The  account 
which  Mr.  Slater  gave  of  this  cafe  was  as 
follows:  That  the  patient,  aged  thirty-fix, 
having  been  at  work  the  Thurfday  pre¬ 
ceding,  upon  a  fcafFold  about  fix  or  feven 

feet 
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feet  high,  which  unexpectedly  giving  way, 
he  fell  upon  his  breech,  and  his  perinceum 
came  with  confiderable  violence  againft 
the  ridge  of  a  penthoufe  j  that  he  had  an 
immediate  inclination  to  make  water,  but 
that  notwithftanding  his  utmoft  endeavours 
he  could  not  pais  a  drop ;  and  that  imme¬ 
diately  after  this  the  perinceum  and  Jcrotum 
became  fwelled,  black  and  painful.  That 
he  had  been  blooded,  fome  purging  medi¬ 
cine  given  him,  and  that  the  parts  had  been 
fomented.  The  next  day  the  appearances 
were  nearly  the  fame,  and  the  catheter  was 
attempted  to  be  introduced,  but  in  vain. 

On  Saturday  morning,  when  I  firft  faw 
him,  the  fcroium  was  diftended  to  the  fize  of 
a  child’s  head,  the  cellular  membrane  of  the 
penis  loaded  in  a  remarkable  degree,  and 
both,  together  with  the  perinceum ,  were 
as  black  as  ink ;  the  abdomen  was  tenfe, 
and  extremely  tender  to  the  touch,  and 
the  blacknefs  extended  up  on  each  fide, 
though  in  a  fmaller  degree,  as  far  as  the 
ribs.  The  pre put  turn  was  fo  extremely 
loaded  with  extravafated  blood,  that  it  was 

I  4  not 
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not  without  great  difficulty  and  long  en¬ 
deavours  I  at  laft  fucceeded  in  getting  a 
fight  of  the  orifice  of  the  urethra . 

In  attempting  to  pafs  the  catheter ,  the 
inftrument  met  with  no  obftrudtion  until 
it  came  to  the  anterior  part  of  the  proftate 
gland,  at  which  place  it  feemed  to  get  into 
a  kind  of  pouch,  and  out  of  the  proper 
direction  of  the  urethra .  I  tried  bougies 
of  various  fizes,  from  the  largeft  to  the 
fmalleft,  but  with  no  better  effedt ;  they 
all  flopped  at  the  fame  part  of  the  urethra , . 
which  was  oppofite  to  that  ot  the  peri - 
naum  on  which  he  had  fallen.  I  order¬ 
ed  the  parts  to  be  fomented,  a  dofe  of 
purging  phyfick  to  be  taken  diredtly,  and 
afterwards  fixty  drops  of  tindlura  the  bate  a , 
with  a  little  warm  water  to  be  injedted  per 
anum .  As  this  cafe  appeared  to  be  highly 
dangerous,  and  would  probably  require  an 
operation,  I  defired  a  confultation,  and  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day  I  met  Mr.  Vaux  and 
Mr.  White.  The  catheter  and  bougie 
were  repeatedly  attempted  to  be  introdu¬ 
ced  by  thofe  gentlemen,  but  to  as  little 
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purpofe  as  before.  It  was  then  agreed  to 
puncture  the  bladder  through  the  retfum ; 
but  as  the  confirmation  of  our  opinion,  by 
fome  perfon  of  more  experience,  would 
give  fatisfadtion,  efpecially  as  the  cafe  was 
in  fome  refpedts  new,  it  was  propofed  to 
wait  for  fuch  advantage.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing  at  ten  o’clock  we  met  Mr.  Watfon,  of 
the  Weftminfter-Hofpital,  who  likewife 
endeavoured  to  introduce  the  catheter  > 
and  had  it  been  poflible,  I  doubt  not  that 
this  gentleman’s  dexterity  and  perfeverance 
would  have  effected  it — but  he  alfo  was 
foiled.  Mr.  Watfon’s  opinion  then  co¬ 
inciding  with  that  which  we  had  before 
given,  the  man  was  placed  upon  a  table 
in  the  fituation  of  one  who  was  to  be  cut 
for  the  ft  one,  and  with  a  curved  trochar 
I  pundlured  the  bladder  from  the  re  Slum  y 
as  high  up  as  I  could  reach  with  my  firft 
and  fecond  fingers.  About  three  pints  of 
urine  came  away,  and  the  man  was  in- 
ftantly  relieved.  A  deep  incifion  was 
then  made  into  each  fide  of  the  fcrotum , 
from  which  a  large  quantity  of  extravafated 
blood  was  difcharged,  together  with  fome 

air  j 
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air ;  for  emphyfema  and  a  fmall  gangrene 
had  taken  place  on  one  fide ;  the  parts 
were  then  roiled  up  in  a  piece  of  doubled 
linen,  which  was  kept  conftantly  moift 
with  fpir.  vin.  ten .  and  orders  were  given 
that  the  man  fhould  live  very  low.  The 
next  day  he  was  tolerably  eafy ;  the  tenfion 
of  the  abdomen  had  in  a  great  mealure 
gone  off,  but  it  was  ftill  very  tender  on 
being  preffed.  Urine  came  through  the 
wounds  in  the  ferotum,  as  well  as  through 
the  pundture.  On  the  third  day  after  the 
operation,  he  began  to  pafs  fome  of  his 
urine  in  the  natural  way ;  and  each  fuc-r 
ceeding  day  he  was  able  to  retain  a  greater 
quantity,  and  more  paffed  through  the  ure¬ 
thra.  At  the  end  of  a  week  a  large  ilough 
was  thrown  off  from  the  ferotum ,  and  the 
wounds  began  to  heal.  At  this  time,  not- 
withftanding  the  ftridteft  injunctions  of 
Dr.  Hamilton,  who  did  me  the  favour  to 
fee  the  patient,  it  was  impoffible  to  keep 
him  to  a  low  regimen  ;  neither  entreaties, 
nor  the  representation  of  the  probability 
of  the  artificial  opening  not  clofing,  owing 
to  fuch  irregularities,  could  prevent  him 

.  ;  from 
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from  eating  roaft  beef  and  drinking  wine. 
I  therefore  difcontinued  my  attendance, 
and  I  heard  that  he  was  quite  well,  and 
following  his  bufmefs,  at  the  end  of  three 
weeks  from  the  operation 

*  1 

This  inability  to  difcharge  the  urine 
might  have  proceeded  from  the  tumor 
formed  by  the  extravafated  blood  mecha¬ 
nically  preffing  againft  the  fides  of  the 
urethra — or,  by  the  violence  of  the  blow, 
a  breach  might  have  been  made  in  the 
urethra ,  through  which  the  urine  might 
have  paffed  into  the  cellular  membrane  of 
the  fcrotum ,  and  neighbouring  parts. 

That  the  latter  was  a  principal  caufe,  I  am 
fully  of  opinion,  for  the  following  reafons. 

s  Before  1  began  to  copy  this  paper  from  the  notes 
I  had  taken,  I  fent  for  the  patient,  by  whofe  account 
I  found,  that  when  he  made  water,  fome  generally 
came  through  the  reftum.  He  faid  that  this  was  the 
only  inconvenience  he  felt.  He  now  imagines  that  no 
urine  came  through  the  wounds  in  the  fcrotum \  but 
why  he  thinks  fo,  I  could  get  no  reafon,  except  that 
the  wounds  healed  :  at  the  time,  he  was  as  perfectly 
convinced  as  I  was,  or  am,  that  it  did  come  through 
and  in  confiderable  quantity. 


The 
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The  tumor  in  the  perinceum  and  fcrotum 
became  very  confiderable  immediately  after 
the  accident,  and  the  man’s  ftrong  endea¬ 
vours  to  make  water. 

In  the  different  attempts  to  introduce 
the  catheter  and  bougie,  little  force  had 
been  employed. 

On  the  day  of  the  operation,  and  after¬ 
wards,  urine  was  obferved  to  come  from 
the  wounds  in  the  fcrotum.  The  bladder 
contained  only  about  three  pints,  though 
the  man  had  not  made  water  from  Thurs¬ 
day  until  Sunday,  and  had  in  the  mean 
time,  I  underftood,  drank  freely  of  barLy- 
water.  And  on  the  fuppofition  that  this 
increafing  tumor  was  formed  folely  b  - 
blood,  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  i  i 
opening  being  made,  fome  bleeding  veliel 
would  have  been  difcovered ;  but  no  ap¬ 
pearance  of  frefli  blood  was  obferved. 

It  may  alfo  be  worth  noticing,  that  fe- 
veral  times  between  thofe  days,  while  the 
patient  drained  to  make  water,  he  had 
ftrongly  the  idea  of  the  urine  palling,  and 

5  could 
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could  only  be  convinced  of  the  contrary, 
by  examining  the  end  of  his  penis. 

I  am  therefore  perfuaded  that  he  had,  at 
different  times,  voided  his  urine  into  the 
cellular  membrane ;  and  fhould  a  cafe  fo 
circumstanced  ever  again  occur  to  me,  1 
fhould,  with  ftrong  hopes  of  fuccefs,  try 
the  effedts  of  inciiions  into  the  fcrotum 
only.  In  the  foregoing  in  fiance,  I  think 
they  would  have  been  quite  Sufficient. 
The  canula  was  left  in  the  wound,  and 
covered  by  a  comprefs  and  the  T  bandage, 
but  the  man  having  occafion  to  go  to  ftool 
in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  it  was  forced 
out  by  his  efforts,  and  the  paffage  of 
the  fasces.  To  replace  it  in  the  morning 
might  have  been  very  difficult,  but  I  was 
not  anxious  about  it,  and  therefore  made 
no  attempt ;  for,  I  imagined,  the  longer 
the  canula ,  or  any  other  foreign  body,  was 
fuffered  to  remain  in  the  artificial  opening, 
the  more  liable  would  its  edges  be  to  in¬ 
flame  and  flough,  and  lefs  likely  afterwards 
to  heal,  though  the  natural  paffage  fhould 
be  reflored — and  that  fo  long  as  the  ui~ethra 
continued  obftrudted,  the  contraction  of 

the 
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the  bladder  would  force  the  urine  through 
the  opening,  fo  as  effectually  to  prevent 
its  clofing.  In  the  foregoing  cafe  no 
inconvenience  arofe  from  its  removal  ; 
and  I  believe  it  might  always  be  omitted 
with  advantage,  after  the  operation.  In 
this  opinion  I  have  fince  been  much  ftrength- 
ened  by  the  relation  of  a  cafe  by  Mr.  For- 
fter,  wherein  he  pundtured  the  bladder 
through  the  reElwn :  he  withdrew  the 
canula  as  foon  as  the  urine  wras  difeharged, 
and  the  wound  healed  almoft  immediately. 
In  another  cafe  which  happened  to  the 
fame  gentleman,  the  operation  w^as  deferred 
too  long,  and  the  patient  died.  If  it  be  nc- 
celfary  to  punfture  the  bladder,  the  ope¬ 
rator  will  find  confiderable  advantage  from 
placing  two  fingers  in  the  rcElum  inftead 
of  one,  as  has  been  recommended  ;  for  the 
canula  may  very  conveniently  be  palled  up 
between  them,  and  kept  in  a  proper  direc¬ 
tion  without  giving  any  pain,  while  with 
the  other  hand  the  /hlet  may  be  introduced, 
which  fhould  never  be  done  until  the  upper 
end  of  the  canula  has  been  placed  exactly 
againft  the  fpot  where  the  opening  is  in¬ 
tended  to  be  made. 

The 
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The  practice h  adopted  in  the  above  cafe 
has  not  the  claim  of  novelty  to  recommend 
it,  as  it  was  publifhed  in  the  year  1760  by 
M.  Pouteau,  in  his  Melanges  de  Chirurgie , 
from  a  paper  of  Monf.  Flurant.  But  it 
has  not  been  common  in  this  country ; 
and  I  have  feen  two  cafes  which  ended 
fatally,  in  which  I  think  the  lives  of  the 
patients  might  have  been  laved  by  a  timely 
performance  of  this  operation1. 

h  For  the  hint  of  introducing  two  fingers  inftead  of 
one,  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Watfon. 

i  Nothing  can  be  farther  from  my  intention  than  to 
advife  this  operation  to  be  had  recourfe  to,  wantonly. 
I  only  mean  to  ftate  it  as  my  opinion,  that,  when  the 
ordinary  and  more  gentle  means  have  been  tried  un- 
fuccefsfully,  this  is  a  mode  of  giving  relief  that  may 
be  very  eafily  adopted. 

A  Retention  ofUrine  is  a  difeafe  highly  dangerous, there 
being  few  practitioners  of  experience  who  don’t  know  of 
more  than  one  cafe  of  it  proving  fatal  ^  and  the  propofed 
remedy  is,  comparatively  fpeaking,  without  danger. 

A  very  refpedtable  author,  fpeaking  of  the  punCture 
of  the  bladder,  even  above  the  os  pubis ,  which  is,  I  think* 
a  much  lefs  eligible  fituation,  lays,  “  D’ailleurs,  je  n’ai 
M  jamais  vu  arriver  d’accidens  en  confequence  de  cette 
<c  ponCtion  ;  je  la  regarde,  pour  ainfi  dire,  comme  un 
cc  coup  (Tepee  dans  Teau ,  j’ai  pratique  fouvent  cette 
operation,  &  je  m’etonne  qu’elle  ne  foit  pas  autant 
<c  ulitee  qu’elle  merite  de  Petre.” 

Traite  des  Mai.  Chir.  par  M.  J.  L.  Petit,  tom.  iii* 

ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

Some  Remarks  on  the  Effects  of  Lignum 
Quaftias  Amarse,  by  J.  C.  Lettsom, 
M.D.  &c. 

Read  April  3,  1786. 

TN  the  year  1763,  Carolus  M.  Blom 
**  gave  fome  account  of  the  Lignum 
^uajjice  Amarcf,  in  a  Thefis  which  was 
publifhed  in  the  fixth  volume  of  the  Amce- 
nitates  Academic ce  of  Linnaeus. 

Few  eftates  in  the  Weft-Indies,  culti¬ 
vated  as  they  univerfally  are,  by  the  labour 
of  Negroes,  are  without  one  of  thefe  mi- 

ferable  flaves  of  the  name  of  Quaffi.  In 

•  • 

k  To  diftinguifh  it  from  theQuaflia  Simaruba.  Quaflia 
floribus  monoids,  foliis  abrupte  pinnatis  :  foliis  alternis 
fubpetiolatis,  petiolo  nudo,  floribus  paniculatis.  Lin. 
fil.  fuppl.  234.  Simaruba,  Aubl.  Ad.  Paris,  ann.  1776. 
Simaruba  Amara,  Aubl.  Guian,  t.  ii.  p.  859.  Euony- 
mus  frudu  nigro,  vulgo  Simaruba,  Barr.  Franc.  Equi¬ 
nox.  Buchoz,  Difl'ertation  fur  lc  Quafli. 
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the  province  of  Surinam, -ja  negro  of  this 

*, .  v 

name  was  the  firft  who  applied  the  roots 
of  a  tree  to  medicinal  ■  purpofes,  which 
has  fince  been  diftinguifhed  by  the  fame 
appellation.  It  is  faid,  that  by  his  fuc- 
cefsful  exhibition  of  this  vegetable,  in 
Fevers,  he  acquired  fuch  reputation  among 
his  equals,  as  foon  to  be  confulted  by  their 
mailers,  and  thereby  drew  the  attention  of 
M.  Dahlberg,  counfellor  of  the  province, 
by  whofe  endeavours  the  tree  was  ascer¬ 
tained,  and  Specimens  of  it  fent  to  the  late 
ProfelTor  Linnaeus,  who  introduced  it  into 
his  public  lectures  on  the  Materia  Me  die  a. 
It  was  defer ibed  as  almoft  peculiar  to  Suri¬ 
nam,  but  fubfequent  inquiries  have  Ihewn 
it  to  be  indigenous  to  fome  Wefl-India 
iflands,  particularly  the  Caribbean ;  info- 
much  that  the  tree  has  been  applied  to  the 
purpofe  of  Haves,  to  head  fugar  hogfheads, 
till  the  bitternefs  of  it  was  found  to  give 
this  tafte  to  fugar,  nearly  to  the  extent  of 
an  inch  next  the  wood. 

Its  botanical  characters  are  deferib- 
ed  in  the  Amccnitates ,  in  the  follow  - 

vol.  1.  K  ing 
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ing  words,  to  which  I  fhall  add  a  tranfla- 
tion. 


QJJ  A  S  S  I  A. 

CaL.  Perianth .  pentaphyllum,  brevifii- 
mum  :  foliolis  ovatis,  perfiftentibus. 

Cor.  Pet  ala  quinque,  lanceolata,  elongata, 
fefTilia,  aequalia.  Ne Barium  fquamis 
quinque,  ovatis,  villofis,  bafi  filamen- 
torum  interiori  infertis. 

St  am.  Filament  a  decern,  filiformia,  equa- 
lia,  longitudine  corolla?.  Antherct 
oblongs,  incumbentes. 

Pist.  Receptaculum  carnofum,  orbicula- 
turn,  elevatum,  germine  latius.  Ger - 

men  ovatum,  ex  quinque  compofi- 
turn.  Stylus  filiformis,  longitudine 
ftaminum. 

Peric.  quinque,  lateralia,  diftantia,  re- 
ceptaculo  carnofo  orbiculato  inferta, 
ovata,  obtufa,  bivalvia. 

Sem.  Solitaria,  globofa. 

Caul, 
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Caul,  teretes,  arborei,  cinerei :  ramfo 
raris  nec  multum  fubdivifis :  ramulis 
ultimis  viridibus  :  pundtis  impalpabi- 
libus  albis  adfperfis. 

FoiiApinnata,alterna,  *petiolata,  patentia: 
Petiolis  communibus,  fpithamasis,  u- 
trinque  marginatis  membrana  latiuf- 
cula,  ad  ortum  foliorum  contradta. 
terminatis  in  mucronem  mollem,  fu- 
bulatum,  marcefcentem,  pubefcentem. 
Pinnae  f  Foliola  trijuga  feu  quadri- 
juga  feffilia,  rarius  exadte  oppolita, 
lanceolato-ovalia,  acuminata,  integer- 
rima,  lasvia,  glabra,  nonnihil  .venofa, 
patentia,  pervigilia,  coccis  hefperidum 
(in  hybernaculis  noilris)  valde  ob- 
noxia,  ante  explicationem  condupli- 
cata,  digiti  longitudine,  duorum  polli- 
cum  latitudine  membranaea,  nec  riei- 

W— 

da,  perfiftentia  fepe  per  totum  autum- 
num,  non  tamen  perennia,  laete  viridia. 

*  This  is  corrected  in  the  annexed  plate.  The  younger 
Linnaeus,  explains  the  miflake  of  the  Father.  “  pigura  Floris 
“  in  Diflertatione  Parentis  de  Quaflia  vera  eft,”  fed  ramulus 
cum  foliis  ad  aliam  perfinet.  Vide  Supp.  Plant,  p.  235. 

K  2  Fulc, 
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Fulc.  Stipulce  null#  funt,  nec  arma. 
Racemi  terminales,  fimplices.  Brae - 
teis  alternis,  linearibus  reflexis:  corol- 
lifque  magnitudine  et  fere  ftatura 
Didtamni  albi. 

Ex  dato  itaque  charadtere  omnino  qui- 
dem  liquet  Quassiam  noftram  proxima 
cum  Zygopiiyllo,  quod  etiam  fquamas 
ad  bafin  filamentorum  habet  nedtariferas, 
affinitate  conjundtam  efle.  Utramquevero 
arborem  non  ejufdem  die  generis  fatis  indi¬ 
cat  frudlus,  qui  in  Quaffia,  more  Ochnes, 
ad  idem  receptaculum  carnofum  pericar- 
piis  quinque  gaudet  diftantibus,  monofper- 
mis ;  in  Zygophyllo  vero  capfula  5-locu- 
laris  eft  atque  polyfperma.  Atque  fie 
genus  Quassia  in  eodem  a  Zygophyllo 
diftert  gradu,  quo  differt  a  Ruta  Didtamnus. 

x.  Quassia  amara.  Spec.  Plant,  ii.  pag. 
553.  unicum  verum  nomen  eft,  quod  huic 
vegetabili  impofitum  elfe  reperio. 

Nux  Americana,  foliis  alatis  bifidis. 
Comm .  Hort.  i.  p .  183.  /.  94.  juvenis  eft 

arbor. 
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arbor,  quse  noftram  admodum  refert,  utut 
nondum  fatis  adulta.  Non  me  quidem 
fugit,  quod  Dom.  Brown  aliique,  Meli- 
coccam  hanc  Figuram  Commelini  habeant; 
vero  tamen  eft  fimile,  illam  Quafliae  potius 
adjiciendam  efte,  nec  forfan  ullo  modo  ab 
illo  difterre,  Ceterum  nulla  alia  hujus  ve- 
getabilis  invenire  potuit  fynonyma. 

Quod  ad  arborem  Quafliae  attinet,  ilia 
pluribus  abhinc  annis,  in  horto  noftro 
Academico  laete  viguit,  adque  altitudinem 
o<fto  pedum  pertigit.  Quoniam  vero  flores 
haec  proferre  nunquam  vifa  eft,  Temper 
pro  fpecie  quadam  Sapindi ,  cui  multum 
facie  externe  aflimilatur,  habita  eft,  donee 
tandem  Nobiliss.  Dom.  Presses  folia 
fupra  commemorata,  in  Mufaeo  Dahlbergi- 
ano,  obtinuit,  et  eadem  efte  cum  foliis 
arboris  noftraa  obfervavit,  unde  lie  verum 
hujus  nomen  nobis  innotuit. 

Li  GNUM  Qua  s s ije  eft  caudex  defeen- 
dens,  feu  radix  praedidla  arboris,  a  pluri- 
mis  tamen  lignis  nulla  fe  diftinguens  nota 
fingulari.  Albicans  eft,  craflitie  brachii 

K  3  humani, 
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humani,  at,  aeri  per  aliquot  tempus  co- 
mifium,  nonnihil  flavefcens,  Medulla  cum 
alburno  cohaeret,  nec  ab  illo  ullo  modo 
feparatur.  Cortex  eft  tenuis,  colon*  grifeo, 
ina?qualis  et  rudis,  interdum  fifiuris  quafi 
exulceratus.  Hinc  ratione  ftrudtura  ex- 

terne  difficillimc  ab  aliis  dignofcitur. 

# 

Calyx,  a  Perianthium  of  five  leaves,  very 
fhort:  the  leaves  ovate  and  permanent. 

Corolla,  compofed  of  five,  long,  lance¬ 
olate,  fefiile,  equal  Petals .  Neff  ary 
conlifting  of  five,  ovate,  villous  feales, 
inferted  on  the  infide  of  the  bafe  of 
the  filaments. 

Stamina,  ten  filiform  equal  Filaments , 
the  length  of  the  corolla.  Anther ee 

oblong  and  incumbent. 

% 

Pistillum,  Receptacle  flefhy,  orbicular, 
elevated,  broader  than  the  germen. 
Germen  ovate,  formed  of  five.  Style 
filiform,  the  length  of  the  ftamina. 

Seed- 


i 
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Seed-Vessels  five,  lateral,  remote,  ovate, 
obtufe,  two-valved,  inferted  into  the 
flefhy  orbicular  receptacle. 

Seeds  folitary  and  globular. 

Stalks  round,  woody,  afh-coloured ; 
branches  few  and  not  much  fub-dL 
vided,  the  extreme  fmall  branches 
green,  and  fprinkled  with  impalpable 
white  dots. 

/ 

•  -  •  ,  1 

I 

Leaves  pinnated,  alternate,  *  ftanding  in 
foot-ftalks,  fpreading :  the  common 
foot-ftalks  about  five  inches  long, 
edged  on  each  fide  with  a  broadiih 
membrane,  which  becomes  narrower 
at  the  bafe  of  the  leaves,  terminating 
in  a  foft,  awl-fhaped,  withering,  downy 
point.  Pinnae  or  leaflets  growing  in 
three  or  four  pair,  feflile,  feldom  ex¬ 
actly  oppofite,  betwixt  lanceolate  and 
oval,  running  out  to  a  point,  perfect¬ 
ly  entire,  hairlefs,  llippery,  a  little 
veiny,  fpreading,  very  wakeful,  ex¬ 
tremely  fubject  (in  our  ftoves)  to  the 

*  Leaves  oppofite. 

K4 
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Coccus  hefperidum,  previous  to  their 
expanfion  folded  together,  a  finger  in 
length,  fkinny,  without  any  rigidity, 
frequently  continuing  through  the 
whole  of  the  autumn,  yet  not  ever¬ 
green,  of  a  pleafant  green  colour. 

Props.  Stipulce  wanting,  as  well  as  every 
kind  of  arma  or  defence.  Racemi  ter¬ 
minal  and  unbranched.  Floral -leaves 
alternate,  linear,  and  reflex’d:  flowers 
nearly  as  large  as  thofe  of  the  Di£tam- 
nus  albus  or  Fraxinella. 

“  It  appears  clearly  from  the  character 
here  exhibited,  that  our  Quaflia  is  next  in 
affinity  to  the  Zygophyllum,  which  alfo 
has  nedtareous  feales  at  the  bafe  of  the  fila¬ 
ments.  But  that  both  trees  are  not  of  the 
fame  genus  is  fufficiently  apparent  from 
the  fruit,  which,  in  the  Quaflia,  as  in  the 
Ochnes,  has  five  remote  fingle-feeded  feed- 
veflels,  attached  to  the  fame  kind  of  flelhy 
receptacle ;  but  in  the  Zygophyllum  the 
capfule  has  five  cavities,  and  is  many- 
feeded.  And  thus  the  genus  Quaflia  dif¬ 
fers 


Medical  Society  of  London.  137 

fers  from  the  Zygophyllum  in  the  fame 
degree  as  Rue  does  from  Fraxinella.” 

« 

“  Quaffia  amara.  Spec.  PL  v.  ii.  p.  553, 
is  the  only  true  name  that  we  find  given 
to  this  vegetable. ” 

“  The  Nux  Americana  foliis  alatis  bifidis. 
Comm.  hort.  i.  p.  183.  t.  xciv.  is  a  young 
tree,  which  very  much  refembles  ours,  and, 
like  ours  too,  is  not  fufficiently  grown. 
We  are  aware  that  Dr.  Brown  and  others 
have  confidered  this  figure  of  Commelins 
as  a  Melicocca,  but  it  would  perhaps  with 
more  propriety  be  referred  to  the  Quaffia, 
as  it  fcarcely  differs  from  it  in  any  par¬ 
ticular.  Nor  could  the  before-mentioned 
author  find  any  other  fynonyms  of  this 
vege  table.’  * 

€t  As  to  what  relates  farther  to  the  Quaffia 
tree,  we  may  obferve,  that  it  has  flourifhed 
many  years  in  the  garden  of  the  Academy, 
and  grown  to  the  height  of  eight  feet;  but 
as  it  never  produced  any  flowers,  it  was 
always  confidered  as  a  fpecies  of  Sapindus, 

which 
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which  it  much  refembles  in  its  external 
appearance,  till  our  illultrious  Prelident 
obtained  the  leaves  before  mentioned  from 
the  Dahlbergian  Mufeum,  and  difeovered 
them  to  be  the  fame  with  the  leaves  of  our 
tree,  and  thus  we  became  acquainted  with 
its  true  name.” 

“  Quassia  Wood  is  the  defeending 
trunk,  or  root  of  the  before-mentioned 
tree,  which,  however,  is  not  diftinguifhed 
from  mod:  other  woods  by  any  particular 
mark.  It  is  of  a  whitifh  colour,  the  thick- 
nefs  of  a  man’s  arm ;  but  expofed  fome 
time  to  the  air,  it  affumes  a  yellowifh  hue. 
The  Medulla  or  pith  adheres  to  the  Al¬ 
burnum,  nor  is  it  by  any  means  fepa- 
rated  from  it.  The  bark  is  thin,  of  a  grey 
colour,  the  furface  uneven,  rough,  and 
fometimes  chapped  or  cracked.  Hence 
from  its  external  appearance  alfo,  it  is 
with  difficulty  diftinguilhcd  from  other 
woods.” 

Dr.  Patris*  procured  feeds  of  the  QuafTia 

% 

from  Surinam,  and  planted  them  at  Cay- 

*  See  Gazette  Salutairc,  1777.  n.  4r.  42. 

enne. 


Medical  Society  of  London .  139 

enne,  where  they  have  vegetated,  and 
flourifhed,  and  where  the  gardens  are  now 
ornamented  with  their  beautiful  foliage  and 
flowers. 

M.  Buchoz,  of  Paris,  has  puhlifhed  a 
Diflertation  on  this  Exotic,  taken  chiefly 
from  the  Amccnitates  Academic with  ad¬ 
ditional  cafes  extracted  from  his  "Journal 
de  la  Nature  confideree ,  annee  1 777,  t.  iii. 
p.  107. 

In  the  Philo fophical  Lranf actions,  voh 
Iviii.  p.  8 1, 82,  J.  Farley,  of  i^ntigua,  fpeaks 
of  the  good  effedts  of  the  Quaflia  in  fevers, 
and  particularly  in  fome,  wherein  the 
Peruvian  bark  could  not  be  retained  upon 
the  ftomach. 

Mr.  Long,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Jamaica , 
vol.  iii.  p.  820.  art.  188.  under  the  title 
of  Quafia  arbor ,  recommends  the  Quaflia 
in  dropfies,  and  in  putrid  and  nervous 
fevers ;  he  defcribes  the  following,  as  the 
method  of  adminiftering  it  in  practice  at 
the  Windward-Iflands.  “  Boil  four  ounces 
“  of  the  bark  in  two  quarts  of  water  until 
6  “  reduced 


I 
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**  reduced  to  one  ;  rack  it  off;  then  add 
“  a  gill  of  heft  Coniac  brandy,  which  will 
€t  preferve  it  from  turning  four  ;  and  bottle 
€i  for  ufe.  A  wrine  glafs  is  the  dole  for  a 
“  grown  perfon,  to  be  taken  twice  a  day 
€t  for  fwellings  and  dropfical  cafes ;  when 
€(  it  is  applied  in  fevers,  the  wood  is  pul- 
€t  verized,  and  the  powder  given  from 
€C  eighteen  to  twenty  grains,  as  frequently 
tl  as  the  Jefuits  Bark  is  ufually  exhibited 
“  for  the  like  intention ;  or  a  decodtion  is 
“  made  of  the  wood,  and  given  in  as  large 
'**  a  quantity  as  the  patient  can  bear  it;  it 
“  is  fo  inoffenfive  and  mild  in  its  nature, 
“  that  no  extraordinary  reftridtions  are 
“  neceffary  in  regard  to  diet.” 

The  virtues  of  QualTia  have  not  been 
eftablilhed  on  the  continent  of  Europe  by 
many  experiments,  as  Dr.  Blom  candidly 
acknowledges,  though  it  has  been  recom¬ 
mended  by  Haller  and  Tiffot*;  and  in  Eng¬ 
land  it  has  not  been  long  in  ufe :  Dr.  Blom 

*  See  alfo  Rozier  Obfervations  fur  la  Phyfiquc.  Tom.  IX. 
1777.  p.  140.  Fermur  Defcription  dc  la  Colonic  de  Suri¬ 
nam,  Tom.  J.  p.  212.  Ebeling.  Diff.  de  Quaflia,  p.  14. 
Leverius,  Comm,  in  quo  Medicatae  Quafliae  vires  exjjcadun- 
\mt.  p.  77.  Murray  App.  Mci.  Vol.  III.  p.  432. 


has 
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has  mentioned,  however,  three  cafes  of 
its  fuccefsful  exhibition ;  Fever  of  the  pu¬ 
trid  type  ;  Afthma  from  mifplaced  gout, 
and  Cholic  ;  but  from  its  fenfible  qualities, 
and  particularly  from  its  bitter  tafte,  he 
considers  it  in  general  as  a  tonic  and  fto- 
machic  medicine. 

Within  the  fpace  of  a  few  years,  1  have 
tried  it  in  feveral  hundred  inftances,  from 
whence  I  fhall  offer  the  following  remarks 
on  its  medicinal  qualities. 

In  cafes  of  a  weakened  tone  of  the  fto- 
mach,  and  of  a  relaxed  nervous  habit, 
Quaffia  proves  highly  beneficial.  In  de¬ 
bility  fucceeding  febrile  difeafes,  die  Peru¬ 
vian  bark  is  mo  ft  generally  more  tonic  and 
falutary  than  any  other  vegetable  hitherto 
known  3  but  in  hyfterical  atony,  to  which 
the  female  fex  is  fo  prone,  the  Quaffia 
affords  more  vigour  and  relief  to  the  fyftem 
than  the  other,  efpecially  when  united  with 
the  vitriolum  album ,  and  ftill  more  with 
the  aid  of  fome  abforbent.  A  formula 
like  the  following  has  generally  agreed 
with  fuch  conftitutions. 

R  Ligni 
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R  Ligni  Quajjire,  rafpati,  $fs. 

Aqua  font  an.  ebullient.  %  vt.  Jlet  in  di - 
gejlione  per  horulam  et  cola • 

R  Hu  jus  colaturcCy  3  ifs. 

Vitrioli  albiy  a  gr.fs.  ad  gr.  ij.  vel  fa. 

Ti?i£l.  Cardamom.  3/. 

7* eft.  oftreor.  pp.  di.  m.  ft.  Hauftus  ter 
de  die  fumendus. 

The  number  of  inftances  of  hyfteria ,  and 
nervous  debility,  which  I  have  feen  thus 
relieved,  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate 
here ;  the  following  cafe,  however,  of 
cpileptico-byfteriay  is  fo  fingular,  that  I  am 
induced  to  offer  a  fhort  detail  of  it. 

A  lady,  twenty  years  old,  of  a  delicate 
habit,  who  had  had  children ;  without 
knowing  any  caufe,  became  liable  to  lan¬ 
guor,  and  great  nervous  debility ;  any  hid¬ 
den  noife,  any  circumhances  calculated  to 
excite  emotion,  brought  on  hyfterical  af¬ 
fections  ;  but  they  were  fupportable,  as 
they  were  not  attended  with  fainting,  or 
the  lofs  of  intellect.  In  procefs  of  feveral 
months,  flic  became  more  ferioufly  alfeCt- 

ed# 
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ed,  without  any  previous  caufe,  by  parox- 
yfms,  wherein  the  fenfes,  for  a  few  mo¬ 
ments,  were  fufpended :  in  her  family, 
without  any  motive  of  hurry  or  uneafinefs, 
and  almoft  in  the  moment  of  cheerful  en¬ 
joyment,  fhe  would  fink  away  in  her  chair, 
or  fall  down,  if  not  fupported,  with  ftrug- 
gling,  or  other  flight  fymptoms  of  epi- 
lepfy ;  it  lafted  ufually  four  or  five  minutes ; 
at  the  firft  appearance,  the  fits  occurred 
once  or  twice  a  Week,  but  at  the  end  of 
fix  months,  when  I  was  confuited,  they 
feldom  were  abfent  a  whole  day,  and  fome- 
times  attacked  her  two  or  three  times  a 
day;  the  moft  general  time  was  a  little 
after  dinner :  fhe  had  the  menfes  regular ; 
was  a  perfon  of  genteel  ftation  of  life,  who 
with  opportunity  of  indulgence,  was  of 
ftriCt  temperance  and  moderation.  She 
was  habitually  coftive,  on  which  account 
I  ordered  fome  laxative  pills,  with  an  in¬ 
junction  to  attend  carefully  to  the  due 
regulation  of  the  body ;  and,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Dr.  Sims,  the  Quaffia  draught 
before  mentioned. 


I  confefs. 
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I  confefs,  I  did  not  imagine  that  any 
confiderable  effect  would  very  ibon  arife 
from  this  plan  of  prefcription.  I  expect¬ 
ed  that  it  would  give  tone  to  the  ftomach, 
remove  acidity,  excite  the  powers  of  di- 
geftion,  difcharge  the  effete  part  by  the 
addition  of  the  laxatives,  and  gradually 
ftrengthen  the  habit,  which  feemed  over 
delicately  conflituted,  and  thereby  obviate 
the  peculiar  fpecies  of  nervous  atony.  It 
happened,  however,  that  after  the  firft  ufe 
of  the  medicines,  fhe  had  no  return  of  fit. 

She  had  been  under  the  care  of  an  emi¬ 
nent  phyfician,  who  had  adminiftered  bark, 
camphor,  mufk,  caftor,  and,  I  think,  cha- 
lybeates,  without  relieving  her. 

Perfons  who  have  indulged  thcmfclves 
in  hard-drinking,  gradually  lole  a  reliih 
for  folid  food,  or  if  the  appetite  is  not  fo 
far  vitiated,  as  totally  to  obliterate  this 
natural  propeniity,  it  is  ufually  in  fearch 
of  high  feafoned  and  faked  fubftances, 
which  neither  contribute  to  wholefome 
nourifhment,  nor  to  avert  the  increafing 
dyfpcpjui. 

A  Under 
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Under  this  lituation,  befides  regulating 
the  diet,  the  following  manner  of  giving 
the  Quaffia,  has  manifeftly  conduced  to 
reftore  the  tone  of  the  ftomach,  and  im¬ 
prove  its  digeftive  powers.  The  following 
pills  I  have  fometimes  added  to  promote 
thefe  intentions. 

R  Infufi  fuafiice,  2;  i/s. 

Beau  me  de  vie,'  5 iij .  m.  fiat  Haufius  bis 
terve  in  die  fiumendus . 

R  Pulv.  Radic .  Colombo . 

Aloes  Succutor .  a  %  fs. . 

Pulv.  Piper  Cayenn.  gr.  vj.  fn.fi&nt  Pi¬ 
lules  xij .  z/.  om.  noble,  vel  prout 

venter  pofiulaverit . 

When  it  has  not  been  convenient  to 
procure  the  Beaume  de  Vie ,  the  following 
may  be  fubftituted,  being  fo  iimilar  in 
fmell,  tafte,  colour,  and  operation,  as  not 
to  be  eafily  difcernible. 


vol.  1 » 


L 


Beaume 
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Beaume  de  Vie. 

R  Extra  ft  Glycyrrh .  1  fs. 

Sal  "Jartari,  %ij. 

Aloes  Succotor . 

Gummi  Myrrh# . 

Croci  Anglican,  a  5 y. 

Coque  ex  Aq. fontan.  ft/.  <7^/  Cola- 
turce,  et  adde  Tin  Cl.  Stomich.  %iv. 

There  are  certainly  frequent  inftances 
of  pcrfons  of  great  temperance  who  are 
liable  to  vomiting,  both  of  food  and  the 
fecreted  fluids  of  the  ftomach :  I  have 
often  met  with  it  in  men  liable  to  hypochon¬ 
driacs,  and  in  the  female  fex  of  very  deli¬ 
cate  habits,  labouring  under  Ghlorofis  Leu - 
corrheca,  or  Amenorrhcva.  In  fome  I  have 
obferved  it,  when  none  of  thefe  circum- 
ftances  have  occurred. 

When  the  infufion  of  Quaflia  is  given 
in  hypochondriacs,  dyfpepjia,  and  gajlrody- 
nia,  fome  abforbent  and  laxative  medicine, 
efpecially  when  the  exputed  fluid  is  of  an 
acid  tafte,  is  an  ufeful  addition  :  when  the 
fluid  is  thrown  up  brackifh,  or  of  a  fweet 

tafte. 
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tafte,  Tar- water  is  often  beneficial:  it  may 
be  taken  early  in  the  morning,  and  the 
Quafiia  about  the  middle  of  the  forenoon, 
and  fome  time  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
ftomach  is  moft  empty. 

In  the  inftances  accompanied  with  Leu- 
corrhoea  or  Amenorrhcea ,  two  grains  of 
fores  martiales  may  be  added  to  the 
Quafiia; 

Particular  attention  fhould  at  the  fame 
time  ever  be  had  to  the  quantity  of  food 
taken  into  the  ftomach  at  once ;  it  fhould 
never  be  overloaded  with  quantity,  nor 
vitiated  with  variety ;  without  attention  to 
which  circumftances,  our  remedies  will  be 
fruitlefsly  attempted. 

*  '  * 

In  habitual  diarrhoeas ,  the  Quafiia  is 

moftly  an  efficacious  remedy,  joined  with 
the  tefioe  ofreorum ,  or  fome  abforbent, 
with  or  without  the  tindlura  thebaic  a. 
Perfons  liable  to  this  relaxed  habit,  are 
frequently  for  a  few  days  coftive,  and  then 
for  as  many,  perhaps,  violently  purged ; 

L  2  tQ 


148  MEMOIRS  of  the 

to  ftrengthen  digeftion,  and  preferve  regu¬ 
larity  in  the  inteftinal  canal,  fhould  direft 
the  conduct  of  the  preferiber,  and  few 
medicines  anfwer  thefe  intentions  better 
than  the  following. 

R  Pulv.  Rad.  Colombo. 

- Ligni  Quaffuty  3  fs. 

- Ipecacoanbt? ,  d/s.  • 

Tintt.  Thebaic,  q.  f  f.  Pilule  xv.  capt. 
iij.  om.  nolle. 

R  Infuji  $ua[/ice,  3  ifs. 

Tejt.  O/ireor.  pp.  3  ifs . 

Tin  cl.  Thebaic,  gut .  iij.  fat.  Haufus  bis 
terve  de  die  J'umend. 

If  the  diarrhoea  arife  from  bilious  acri¬ 
mony,  the  lame  formula  is  no  Id's  effica¬ 
cious,  after  tiling  ipecacoa?iha  as  an  eme¬ 
tic  ,  and  now  and  then  intervening  a  mild 
laxative  of  ten  grains  of  rhubarb,  and  as 
much  of  fal polychrejium . 

In  fome  ftages  of  bilious,  remittent,  and 
putrid  fevers,  a  diarrhoea  fupervenes,  which 
long  continued  finks  the  patient  into  irre¬ 
trievable 
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trievable  debility ;  or  if  halbily  ftopt  by 
opium,  or  ftrong  reftringents,  is  fucceeded 
by  a  fatal  meteorifmus ,  or  even  fpbacelus ,  of 
the  inteftines.  In  fuch  putrid  diarrhoeas^ 
the  laxative  powder  exhibited  as  an  evacu- 
ant  occafionally,  and  the  Quaffia  as  an  an- 
tifeptic  tonic,  are  fucceeded  with  very  fa- 
lutary  crffeds,  as  I  have  repeatedly  experi¬ 
enced. 

But  with  refped:  to  the  tonic  and  febri¬ 
fuge  qualities  of  Quaffia,  I  by  no  means 
fubfcribe  to  the  Linnaean  opinion,  where 
the  author  fays,  me  quidem  judice ,  chin- 
chinam  longe  fuperat 1  .*  it  is  very  well 
known,  that  there  are  certain  peculiarities 
of  the  air,  and  of  idiofyncrafes  of  confti- 
tution,  unfavourable  to  the  exhibition  of 
the  Peruvian  bark,  even  in  the  moft  clear 
intermiffions  of  fever,  and  writers  have 
repeatedly  noticed  it ;  but  this  is  compa¬ 
ratively  very  rare :  about  Midfummer 
1^85,  I  met  with  feveral  inftances  of  low 
remittent,  and  nervous  fevers,  wherein  the 


1  M.  Bucho?  admits  the  fame  dangerous  fentiment, 

L  3  bark 
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bark  uniformly  aggravated  the  fymptoms, 
thougli  given  in  intermiffions  the  mod 
favourable  to  its  fuccefs ;  and  wherein 
Quaffia  or  fnakeroot  were  fucceflively  fub- 
ftituted.  In  fuch  cafes  I  moftly  obferved 
that  there  was  great  congeftion  in  the  hepa¬ 
tic  fyflem,  and  where  debility,  at  the  fame 
time,  difcouraged  copious  evacuation.  But 
in  putrid  fevers,  and  in  the  low  nervous 
fever,  attended  with  fymptoms  of  putrefcen- 
cy,  the  Peruvian  bark  incomparably  bears 
the  palm.  When  I  firft  begun  to  ule 
Quaffia,  about  the  year  1778,  I  had  many 
fuch  fevers  under  care,  and  exhibited  this 
vegetable  freely  as  a  febrifuge,  but  the 
fuccefs  I  met  with,  difcouraged  my  perfe- 
verance  in  experiments  of  fuch  importance 
to  life,  whilft  we  are  in  pofieffion  of  a 
known  remedy.  There  is,  however,  a  cer¬ 
tain  period  in  many  fevers,  where  no  in- 
termifiion,  futhciently  clear  to  exhibit  the 
bark,  mav  occur,  whilft  at  the  fame  time 
increasing  debility  may  threaten  the  life  of 
the  patient ;  at  fuch  times,  the  Quaffia,  or 
fnakercot,  iingly  or  combined,  have  up¬ 
held  the  vital  powers,  and  promoted  a  cri¬ 
tical 
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tical  intermiffion  of  fever ;  which  then,  the 
inftant  exhibition  of  bark,  has  prevented 
the  recurrence  of,  and  thus  reftored  the 
patient.  But  I  would  not  hence  by  any 
means  infer,  that  the  Quaflia  fhould,  in 
general,  fuperfede  the  bark  in  nervous, 
low,  remittent,  and  putrid  fevers;  as  abun¬ 
dant  experience  enables  me  to  declare,  that 
the  former  is  not  to  be  relied  on  in  fuch 
fevers  ;  and  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
do,  left  a  difpofition  to  experiment  may 
lead  the  practitioner  to  a  fatal  dependence, 
to  an  extent  of  time,  when  even  the  febri¬ 
fuge  powers  of  bark  may  not  redeem  the 
negleCted  opportunity  for  exhibiting  it. 

After  introducing  dyfpepjia  arifing  from 
the  indulgence  of  drinking,  I  cannot  well 
difmifs  the  fubjeCt,  without  adverting  more 
fully  to  its  painful  influence  upon  the  con- 
ftitution,  which  I  have  obferved  with  more 
anxiety,  as  the  fufferers  are  often  thofe  of 
the  more  delicate  part  ot  the  female  fex, 
whofe  habits  of  intemperance  are  not  un- 
frequently  introduced  by  thofe  who  fhould 
have  been  the  guardians  of  their  health. 

L  4  The 


152  .  MEMOIRS  of  the 

The  miferies  entailed  by  thcfc  unguarded 
indulgences,  differ  much  as  to  their  progrefs 
and  violence,  and  even  the  fymptoms  vary 
fo  much,  as  to  admit  obvious  diftindtions. 

The  Firjl  I  fhall  notice,  as  being  generally 
lefs  painful,  though  equally  permanent,  arc 
the  fymptoms  more  eipecially  attendant  on 
perfons  who  have,  early  in  life,  habituated 
them  [elves  to  drink  freely  of  wine  of  various 
kinds,  and  from  their  fituations  in  life,  under¬ 
gone  a  change  of  climate,  as  from  Europe 
to  the  Indies,  &c.  Punch-drinkers,  likewife, 
have  been  liable  to  fimilar  complaints.  The 
firfr  appearance  of  difeafe  is  a  flight  degree 
of  dyfpcpjia ,  which  at  length  is  fucceedcd 
by  gaftr Gdynia :  the  appetite  becomes  gra¬ 
dually  vitiated,  and  after  taking  food,  be¬ 
fore  the  return  of  the  next  meal,  a  kind  of 
heavy  pain  of  the  ftomach,  with  a  con- 
ftridtion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  abdomeny 
come  on,  and  with  a  flight  effoit,  a  fweet- 
ith,  brackilh,  or  acid  fluid  is  thrown  up, 
and  the  pain  and  conlfridtion  fubfide.  For 
fcveral  years  in  this  unhappy  date,  the 
patient  drags  on  a  life,  rendered  now  and 

then 
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then  more  iupportable,  either  by  renewed 
potations,  or  repeated  exfputations,  till 
at  length  the  bodily  and  mental  powers 
become  impaired  :  the  object  grows  ema¬ 
ciated,  the  whole  body  Shrinks ;  neither 
anafarca  nor  dropfy  appear,  though  the 
countenance  looks  follow ;  the  region  of 
the  liver  is  not  enlarged,  but  this  vifcns 
feems  lefs  than  natural :  the  urine  is  not 
very  high  coloured  ;  the  feces  are  hard  and 
dark  coloured  :  the  Stomach  will  take  and 
retain  food,  but  after  receiving  it,  it  is 
oppreffed,  and  feels  tightened  or  contract¬ 
ed  in  its  dimenfions ;  the  patient  expreffes 
it,  as  if  it  were  tied  by  a  Straight  bandage  ; 
the  fame  fenfotion  affeCts  the  inteStines, 
and  the  abdomen  buffers  fuch  irregular  con- 
ftriCtions,  as  are  evident  to  the  external 
touch,  the  muffles  being  drawn  into  irre¬ 
gular  aCtion,  the  furface  of  the  belly  is 
diverlified  with  protuberances  and  cavi¬ 
ties  :  fometimes  the  fpafmodic  ftriCtures 
run  tranfverfely,  and  raife  this  furface  like 
waves  of  the  fea.  The  pain  continues 
increasing  to  fuch  excefs,  that  the  mifera- 
ble  patient  is  obliged  to  prefs  again  ft  a 

table 
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table  or  fome  hard  body,  to  mitigate  his 
diftrefs,  till  vomiting  brings  a  refpite ;  or 
he  haftens  this  operation,  by  thrufling  his 
finger  into  the  throat ;  and  thus  relieves 
himfelf  till  the  next  reception  of  nourifh- 
ment,  when  the  fame  tragedy  is  repeated. 
The  matter  difeharged  is  thin,  acrid,  four, 
fweet,  or  brackifh.  Sometimes,  inftcad 
of  conftipation,  an  occafional  diarrhea 
enfues,  and  mitigates  the  pain,  whilft  it 
fubdues  the  conflitution  ;  and  after  years 
of  mifery,  the  vidtim  Aides  into  a  fatal 
atrophy ;  but  long  before  this,  the  powers 
of  the  mind  have  been  debilitated,  and  its 
recollection  and  adtions  impaired. 

The  Second  train  of  diftrefsful  iymptoms 
which  I  fiiall  relate,  more  generally  fucceed 
the  free  ufe  of  fpirits,  or  of  wines  with  the 
admixture  of  fpirits,  as  Madeira ;  and  ef- 
pecially  where  late  hours  and  illicit  amours 
have  been  fuperadded. 

The  firft  fymptoms  of  complaint  are,  a 
pain  and  oppreflion  of  the  pracordia  after 
eating,  or  diltenfion  from  fluids ;  this  pain 

extends 
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extends  to  the  clavicles  and  fcapulce ; 
there  are  frequent  emulations  of  wind, 
which  feem  to  burn  the  throat  as  they 
afcend;  thefe  fymptoms,  which  are  ufual 
in  hepatic  affections,  and  particularly  in 
bilious  effuflons,  are  at  firft  fo  trivial,  as 
feldom  to  alarm  the  fears  of  the  patient, 
or  he  flightly  mentions  them  as  fymptoms 
of  the  gout,  wrhilft  he  attempts  to  avert 
the  prefent  buffering,  by  indulging  more 
freely  in  the  very  caufe  of  the  mifchief, 
till  repeated  fillips  of  raw  fpirits,  or  a 
dilution  of  the  poifon,  render  exiftence 
miferable. 

— 

The  appetite  now  fails,  but  an  infatiable 
third:  continues,  and  if  it  be  not  fupplied 
with  an  exhilarating  cordial,  the  vital  fpi¬ 
rits  inftantly  flag,  and  fuch  horrors  take 
place,  as  are  dreadful  even  to  a  by-flander ; 
the  poor  victim  is  fo  depreffed,  as  to  fancy 
a  thoufand  imaginary  evils ;  he  expects 
momentarily  to  expire,  and  ftarts  up  fud- 
denly  from  his  feat ;  walks  wildly  about 
the  room,  breathes  fhort,  and  feems  to 
ftruggle  for  breath :  if  thefe  horrors  feize 

him 
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him  in  bed,  when  waking  from  (lumber, 
he  fprings  up  like  an  elaftic  body,  with 
a  fenfe  of  fuffocation,  and  the  horrors  of 
frightful  objects  around  him ;  at  the 
lame  time  the  pain  of  the  pracordia  con¬ 
tinues  and  augments ;  the  fight  of  whole- 
fome  plain  food  gives  difguft,  inftead  of 
appetite  ;  drink  is  his  cry ;  or  if  hunger  is 
excited,  it  is  after  taffy,  fait,  or  acrid  nou- 
riihment. 

At  this  time,  if  an  afciies ,  or  fatal  jaun¬ 
dice,  do  not  terminate  exigence,  the  legs 
fhrink,  are  fwarthy-coloured  like  the  reft 
of  the  body,  and  fometimes  petechia  ap¬ 
pear  and  difappear  for  many  months  ;  the 
extremities  feel  fore  to  the  touch,  and 
upon  fcratching  them,  exude  blood  :  the 
thighs  likevvife  fhrink,  but  the  body,  and 
particularly  about  the  hepatic  region,  en¬ 
larges,  and  the  hardnefs  of  the  liver  may 
be  frequently  traced;  the  face  is  nearly 
copper-coloured,  is  emaciated,  fometimes 
with  little  fuppurations,  which  dry  and 
turn  fcaly ;  the  breath  fmells  like  rotten 
apples,  and  the  morbus  nigcr ,  or  vomit¬ 
ings 
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ings  of  a  fluid  like  that  of  coffee-grounds, 
fnatch  the  patient  from  complicated  mi- 
fery. — Sometimes  a  diarrhoea ,  or  bloody 
difcharges,  haften  the  cataftrophe. 

The  'Third  train  of  fymptoms  to  be  de- 
fcribed,  is  not  confined  to  age  or  fex,  but 
is  in  general  more  frequently  the  attendant 
of  the  female  fex. 

The  perfons  liable  to  thefe  fymptoms, 
have  been  thofe  of  delicate  habits,  who 
have  endeavoured  to  overcome  the  ner¬ 
vous  debility,  by  the  aid  of  fpirits :  many 
of  thefe  have  begun  the  ufe  of  thefe  poi- 
fons  from  perfuafion  of  their  utility,  rather 
than  from  the  love  of  them  :  the  relief, 
however,  being  temporary,  to  keep  up 
their  effects,  frequent  accefs  is  had  to  the 
fame  deluiion,  till  at  length  what  was  taken 
by  compulfion,  gains  attachment,  and  a 
little  drop  of  brandy,  or  gin  and  water, 
become  as  neceflfary  as  food  ;  the  female 
fex,  from  natural  delicacy,  acquire  this 
cuftom  by  flow  degrees,  and  the  poifon 
being  admitted  in  fmall  dofes,  is  flow  in 


its 
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its  operations,  but  not  lefs  painful  in  its 
effedts. 

The  foberer  clafs  of  tradefmen,  alfo,  who 
occafionally  indulge-  in  their  fix-penny¬ 
worths  of  brandy  and  water,  gradually 
Aide  into  the  fame  unhappy  habits,  and 
entail  upon  their  conftitutions  the  fame 
mifery,  which  I  diall  now  introduce. 

The  firft  appearance  of  indifpofition  very 
much  refembles  what  has  been  lad:  de- 
feribed ;  and  under  the  deception  of  the 
gout,  the  fuel  is  heaped  upon  the  fire,  till 
the  delufion  has  been  too  long  maintained 
to  admit  of  retreat :  in  general,  at  lead, 
the  attachment  to  the  ufe  of  fpirituous 
drinks,  becomes  fo  predominant,  that  nei¬ 
ther  threats  nor  perluafions  are  powerful 
enough  to  overcome  it.  The  miferable 
fufferer  is  fo  infatuated,  as,  in  fpite  of  locks 
and  keys,  to  bribe  by  high  rewards  the 
dependent  nurfe,  privately  to  procure  the 
fatal  draught. 
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But  the  concluding  fymptoms  are  very- 
different  from  either  of  the  foregoing  his¬ 
tories  :  frequently,  indeed,  the  appetite 
for  food  vanifhes,  but  fometimes  continues 
voracious ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  whilft 
the  body  is  coffive,  and  no  vomiting  en- 
fues,  the  lower  extremities  grow  more  and 
more  emaciated ;  the  legs  become  as 
fmooth  as  polifhed  ivory,  and  the  foies  of 
the  feet  even  glaffy  and  ihining,  and  at 
the^  fame  time  fo  tender,  that  the  weight 
of  the  finger  excites  fhrieks  and  moaning ; 
and  yet  I  have  known,  that  in  a  moment’s 
time,  heavy  preffure  has  given  no  uneafi- 
nefs.  The  legs,  and  the  whole  lower  ex¬ 
tremities,  lofe  all  power  of  adtion  ;  where- 
ever  they  are  placed,  there  they  remain 
till  moved  again  by  the  attendant ;  the 
arms  and  hands  acquire  the  fame  paralyfis , 
and  render  the  patients  incapable  of  feed¬ 
ing  themfelves.  Thus  for  years  they  exift, 
with  no  material  alteration  in  the  fize  of 
the  body,  or  afpedl  of  the  countenance. 

Whether  they  really  undergo  the  ago¬ 
nies  they  appear  to  fuffer,  I  much  doubt. 


as 
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as  at  this  period  their  minds  appear  idiot- 
ifh :  they  often  fhriek  out  with  a  vehe¬ 
mence  that  may  be  heard  at  a  considerable 
diftance,  but  upon  inquiring  about  the 
feat  of  pain,  they  have  been  vague  and 
indeciftve  in  their  anfwers.  When  a  cramp 
comes  on  the  lower  extremities,  involun¬ 
tary  motions  draw  up  the  legs,  and  pro¬ 
duce  the  moil  piercing  (hrieks :  and  the 
features  of  the  face,  altered  by  convulfive 
twitchings,  excite  pain  in  a  Spectator.  For 
fome  months  before  they  die,  thefe  fiirieks 
are  more  mediant,  and  as  violent  as  the 
flrength  will  admit. 

They  talk  freely  in  the  intervals  of  miti¬ 
gation,  but  of  things  that  do  not  exift ; 
they  deferibe  the  prefence  of  their  friends, 
as  if  they  faw  realities,  and  reafon  tole¬ 
rably  clearly  upon  falfe  premifes. 

Moftly  before  they  die,  they  take  lefs 
food  ;  fometimes  a  diarrhcea  Succeeds,  of 
a  thin  lubftance,  and  of  a  dark  green 
colour ;  fometimes  a  vomiting  of  black 
matter ;  but  mod  generally  they  gradually 

fink 
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fink  from  the  accumulation  of  pain  and 
debility.  There  is  rarely  any  fever ;  and 
after  the  difeafe  is  far  advanced,  the  menfes 
have  continued.  They  do  not,  as  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  ftate,  fall  into  dropfies,  but  ufually 
become  paralytic  :  the  breath  is  not  offen- 
five,  nor  is  there  the  fame  difficulty  of 
breathing,  or  horror  of  fuffocation  :  whe¬ 
ther  the  imperceptible  and  gradual  aug¬ 
mentation  in  the  ufe  of  fpirits,  is  the  caufe 
of  this  difference,  I  am  not  certain ;  but 
the  difference  is  confiderable,  as  muft  ap¬ 
pear  from  their  hiftories,  which  I  have 
drawn  from  aCtual  obfervation. 

I  would  not,  however,  infer,  that  every 
fpirit-drinker  acquires  the  fymptoms  of 
difeafe  above  related,  or  that  other  difeafes 
do  not  more  frequently  fucceed  this  dan¬ 
gerous  habit :  hepatic  affections,  of  various 
kinds,  it  is  well  known,  ufually  refult  from 
intemperance,  and  dropfies  often  fucceed ; 
but  from  fome  circumftances  in  the  confti- 
tufion,  or  from  the  mode  of  indulgence  in 
liquors  ;  the  fymptoms  I  have  defcribed, 
have  feverally  occurred,  where  no  hydropic 
vol.  i.  M  affections 
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affections  have  fupervened.  There  is  fome- 
thing  in  fpirituous  liquors*  fo  injurious  to 
the  human  frame,  that  too  much  attention 
cannot  be  paid  in  difcouraging  the  ufe  of 
them.  Many  of  the  unhappy  victims  I 
have  attended,  aferibe  their  fuffermgs  to 
the  unguarded  advice  of  fome  medical 
practitioner,  who  has,  under  the  idea  of 
wine  turning  four  on  the  flomath,  per¬ 
mitted  a  little  drop  of  brandy  and  water  to 
be  fubflituted ;  feldom,  indeed,  a  day  palfes 
without  introducing  me  to  the  lick  bed  of 
fome  deluded  objeCt  of  mifery ;  and  it  is 
from  the  mod  decided  conviction  of  the 
injury,  that  I  would  guard  every  perfon 
from  beginning  with  even  a  little  drop  of 
this  fafeinating  poifon,  which  once  admit¬ 
ted,  is  feldom,  if  ever,  afterwards  over¬ 
come.  Whenever  I  hear  the  patient  plead 
for  fome  fubftitute  for  beer  or  wine,  under 
the  luppofition  of  their  turning  four,  my 
fears  are  alarmed,  and  my  endeavours  ex¬ 
cited,  to  pluck  the  unl'ufpicious  patient 
from  the  brink  of  deftruction  :  this  plea*  is 
never  made,  till  the  exhilirating  influence 
of  fpirit  has  been  experienced  j  and  not  a 

moment 
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moment  fhould  be  loft,  in  warning  fuch 
objeCts  of  their  danger. 

Some,  who  avoid  brandy,  have  been 
induced  to  take  rum,  from  a  vulgar  opi¬ 
nion,  that  it  is  more  oily  and  balfamic  1 
the  argument  is  erroneous,  for  what  bal¬ 
famic  qualities  can  empyreumatic  oil  con¬ 
tain  ?  Others,  who  condemn  both  brandy 
and  rum,  make  no  objection  to  gin ;  be- 
caufe  they  think  it  diuretic ;  but  fo  far 
from  it,  that  half  the  dropfies  among  the 
lower  claffes  of  the  people  originate,  or, 
at  leaft,  are  confirmed  by  the  ufe  of  this 
fpirit :  they  are  all  poifons,  and  are  nearly 
alike  deleterious. 

hi 

When  the  effe&s  of  fpirits  on  the  con- 
ftitution,  have  not  greatly  contaminated  it, 
beyond  the  frequent  recurrence  of  dyfpepfia 
or  gajlrodynia ;  after  interdicting  fpirits 
altogether,-  the  patient  fhould  be  allowed 
to  fix  upon  fome  one  fpecies  of  nutri¬ 
ment  ;  and,  whatever  it  is,  fhould  be  con¬ 
fined  to  it  alone,  and  that  in  the  fmalleft 
quantities  poffible,  and  at  regular  ftated 

M  2  diftances. 
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distances,  that  the  preceding  portion  may 
be  properly  digefted,  before  any  addition 
be  allowed  :  when  the  ftomach  has  thiis 
acquired  more  tone,  either  fome  new,  or 
an  increafe  of  the  former  nutriment*  may 
be  added. 

I  once  attended  a  lady,  who  could  not 
retain  any  food  on  the  ftomach,  above  an 
hour  or  two.  I  requefted  her  to  fix  upon 
fume  light  nourifhment  that  Ihe  could  pa¬ 
late,  and  ftie  mentioned  milk  :  I  then  re- 
ftrained  her  to  four  table-fpoonfuls  of  it 
every  fix  hours,  and  afterwards  increafed 
the  quantity  as  the  ftomach  coukl  bear  it. 
From  this  Ihe  went  to  broth,  and  thus  gra¬ 
dually  acquired  fuch  a  ftate  of  the  ftomach, 
as  to  bear  the  ufual  food  of  the  family  ; 
and  for  two  years  pall  Ihe  has  enjoyed  good 
health,  with  the  moderate  ufe  of  a  glafs  of 
wine,  or  of  beer,  but  not  one  drop  of  ipirit. 

.  But  in  fome  cafes,  where  the  habit  of 
drains  has  been  long  continued,  the  total 
and  hidden  oiniilion  of  them,  has  iunk  the 
perfon  into  irretrievable  debility.  Here 
5  .-I  this 
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this  pernicious  cuftom  muft  be  left  off 
gradually.  A  man  who  ufually  drank 
twelve  drams  a  day,  being  convinced  of 
his  approaching  mifery,  took  the  refolu- 
tion  to  wean  himfelf  from  this  poifon  :  he 
always  drank  out  of  one  glafs,  into  this  he 
daily  dropped  a  drop  of  fealing-  wax ;  by 
this  means  he  had  twelve  drops  lefs  of  fpi- 
rit  every  day,  till,  at  length,  his  glafs  being 
filled  with  wax,  his  habit  was  cured. 


? 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

Cafes  of  Hydrocephalus  Interims ,  by  Joseph 
Hooper,  Surgeon,  F.M.S.' 

Read  May  18,  1785. 

THE  two  following  Cafes  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  propofing  to  your  at¬ 
tention,  not  as  being  of  a  new  difeafe,  but 
as  attended  with  circum fiances,  which,  to 
me,  at  leaft,  appeared  rather  uncommon. 

M  3 
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The  latter  end  of  laft  fummer,  I  attend¬ 
ed  a  boy  about  twenty  months  old,  wh6 
had  been  drooping  for  three  or  four  weeks, 
with  the  fymptoms  ufually  attendant  oh 
worms,  for  which  he  was  treated  with 
various  anthelmintics ,  without  fuccefs. 
About  a  week  before  his  death,  his  fever, 
which  had  hitherto  been  but  flight,  greatly 
increafed,  his  pulfe  was  very  quick,  his 
fpirits  much  agitated,  attended  with  fre¬ 
quent  convulfions,  and  want  of  deep,  and 
at  length  he  became  quite  delirious.  The 
futura  fagittalis  was  not  clofed,  and  rather 
more  fpread  during  his  illnefs.  Thefe 
fymptoms  would  have  left  no  doubt  of  the 
exiftence  of  water  in  the  brain,  had  they 
not  been  accompanied  with  the  Angular 
one  of  contracted  pupils,  unaltered  by  the 
different  degrees  of  light  falling  on  the 
eyes.  I  fay,  lingular,  becaufe  in  the  de- 
fcriptions  of  the  fymptoms  of  the  Hydro - 
ccphalus  Internusy  which  I  have  read,  I 
think  the  dilatation  of  the  pupils  is  one  of 
the  molt  general ;  nor  had  I  ever  remarked 
the  contrary,  in  not  a  few  which  had  fallen 
under  my  own  notice.  However,  this 
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proved  an  exception  to  that  general  rule, 

for  on  opening  the  head,  we  found  the 

/> 

ventricles  filled  with  about  half  a  pint  of 
clear  water. 

The  other  is  the  cafe  of  a  male  infant, 
to  whom  I  was  called  about  fix  months 
ago,  and  who  was  then  nine  months  old, 
afflicted  with  a  dropfy  of  the  head,  which 
had  been  increafing  from  the  age  of  three 
months,  and  was  then  enlarged  to  a  degree 
beyond  what  I  had  ever  before  feen ; 
though  the  child,  in  other  refpe&s,  was 
in  perfect  health.  The  mother  faid  lhe 
had  confulted  feveral  of  the  faculty  upon 
the  occafion,  one  of  whom  offered  to  cure 
the  child  by  tapping.  However,  having 
given  my  fentiments  of  the  impoflibility  of 
a  cure,  by  that,  or  any  other  means,  de- 
fired  fhe  would  let  me  know  when  the 
child  fiiould  die.  Upon  which  event  I 
was  lately  requefted  to  come,  and  examine 
the  head,  which  I  found  had  gradually 
continued  to  enlarge,  whilft  the  body  and 
limbs  became  extremely  emaciated.  The 
futures  were  fo  diftended,  and  the  bones 
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of  the  cranium  fo  fir  feparated,  that  more 
than  half  the  fcalp  was  without  any  fkull, 
and,  in  fliort,  had  more  the  appearance  of 
a  membranous  bag,  filled  with  water,  than 
of  a  human  cranium .  Imagining  the  water 
to  be  immediately  under  the  dura  mater ,  I 
made  an  incifion  a  little  to  the  left  of,  and 
parallel  with,  the  longitudinal  finus ;  upon 
which  a  quantity  of  fluid,  perfectly  limpid, 
amounting  to  upwards  of  fix  pints,  came 
off,  and  left  the  two  fpaces,  ufually  occu¬ 
pied  by  both  hemifpheres  of  the  brain,  to 
appearance,  empty.  This  I  was,  at  firlt, 
not  a  little  furprifed  at,  till  having  enlarged 
the  opening,  and  more  minutely  furveyed 
the  ftate  of  things,  I  found  that  this  quan- 
tity,  great  as  it  was,  had  been  contained 
in  the  two  ventricles,  having  by  the  rup¬ 
ture  of  the  feptum  lucidum ,  a  free  com¬ 
munication  with  each  other.  This  had 
diftended  the  cerebrum  to  fuch  a  degree 
of  extenuation,  as  to  give  it  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  foft  lining  to  the  dura  mater , 
about  the  eighth  of  an  inch  in  thicknefs. 
Hence  we  may  learn,  how  much  dillcntion 
the  brain  will  admit  of,  and  that  where 

the 
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the  fubjedt  is  young,  and  the  futures 
yielding,  the  Hydrocephalus  Internus  may 
continue  many  months,  before  it  fhall 
put  a  fatal  period  to  the  exigence  of  the 
devoted  fufferer. 

Southwark,  May  18,  1785, 


ARTICLE  IX, 

Qbfervations  on  fome  Cafes  of  Hydrocephalus 
Internus ,  by  J.  C.  Lettsom,  M.  D.  &c. 

Read  June  15,  1786, 

THERE  are  fome  difeafes,  whole 
lymptoms  are  fo  obfcure,  or  fo  fimi- 
lar  to  thofe  of  other  difeafes,  as  to  prevent 
us  from  forming  a  certain  diagnoftic,.  till 
death  enfues,  and  dilfeftion  afcertains  the 
caufe.  Of  this  number  we  may  include 
the  Hydrocephalus  Internus j  for  although 

^his 
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this  fatal  complaint  has  been  accurately 
defcribed  by  late  writers,  yet  few  of  the 
fymptoms  attending  it,  as  pathognomonic, 
but  may  arife  from  very  different  caufes ; 
as  preffure  upon  the  brain,  from  various 
caufes  ;  dentition  ;  and  even  from  worms  in 
the  inteflinal  canal,  according  to  the  au- 
thority  of  medical  writers. 

The  very  nature  and  fituation  of  this 
difeafe,  when  afeertained,  afford  fo  little 
profpedt  of  relief  from  the  powders  of  medi¬ 
cine,  that  where,  from  the  chain  of  fymp¬ 
toms,  it  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to 
exifi,  if  a  cure  enfue,  we  are  ready  to 
lufpedl  fallacy  in  the  diagnoftics,  rather 
than  fuccefs  from  our  remedies :  hence  it 
is,  that  in  many  inftances,  which  I  have 
confidered  as  really  the  difeafe  under  our 
prefent  inquiry,  and  recovery  has  refulted 
from  medical  treatment,  I  have  relinquish¬ 
ed  a  pre-conceived  opinion,  where  the 
fymptoms  have  admitted  of  dubiety. 

There  are,  however,  examples  within 
my  recolleftion,  with  circumflances  fo  une¬ 
quivocal. 
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quivocal,  of  the  Hydrocephalus ,  that  I  deem 
them  not  unfuitable  for  public  communi¬ 
cation  :  fome  of  thefe  cafes  I  have  feledted, 
as  having  more  particularly  engaged  my 
attention ;  and  I  relate  them  with  more 
fatisfadiion,  as  they  tend  to  confirm,  in 
fome  degree,  the  fuggeftion  of  an  amiable 
and  learned  phyfician,  upon  the  ufe  of 
mercury  in  this  fatal  difeafe. 

'■■a—  - - 

Case  I. 

EL.  a  child  fix  months  old,  was  at- 
•  tacked  in  the  fpring  of  the  year 
1782,  with  fymptoms  of  Hydrocephalus ; 
at  four  months  of  age  he  was  inoculated 
for  the  fmall-pox ,  and  pafled  favourably 
through  the  difeafe,  and  had  been  hitherto 
healthy,  though  a  child  of  a  fair  lax  habit, 
and  light-coloured  hair.  The  firfi:  fufpicion 
of  difeafe  was  indicated  by  a  confiderable 
degree  of  ftupor,  which  was  fucceeded  in 
a  few  days  by  convulfions  in  the  eye-lids, 
lips,  and  mufcles  of  the  forehead,  accom- 
v  panied 
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panicd  with  contractions  of  the  fingers  and 
toes ;  the  pupils  of  the  eyes  became  di¬ 
lated  and  infenfible  of  light ;  the  pulfe, 
which  was  at  firft  flow,  became  quick  and 
intermitting :  a  Jlrabifinus,  or  fquinting, 
rendered  the  diftorted  features  flill  more 
frightful ;  the  fontanelle  not  being  clofed, 
upon  preflure  a  fluctuation  was  perceptible 
to  the  touch,  as  if  the  hand  had  been  laid 
on  a  bladder  diftended  with  water :  in  this 
fituation  the  child  had  continued  upwards 
of  a  week,  when  the  following  plan  was 
purfued.  o 

The  hair  upon  the  fontanelle  was  re^ 
moved,  and  a  blifter  plafter  applied,  and 
which  was  kept  conftantly  difcharging  for 
the  fpace  of  three  months,  by  an  ointment 
made  of  a  ftrong  infuiion  of  cantharidcs . 

One  grain  of  calomel  was  given  daily, 
till  twro  fcruples  had  been  taken. 

From  about  the  tenth  day,  the  fymptoms 
feemed  gradually  to  abate,  till  the  fortieth, 
when  the  child  appeared  in  health.  But 

although 
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although  the  fits  ceafed,  the  flrabifmus  in 
part  remains  to  this  period,  now  almoft 
four  years  fince  the  firft  attack :  after  the 
firft  ceafing  of  the  fits,  the  child  was  liable, 
for  nearly  two  years,  to  returns  of  them, 
at  intervals  of  two  or  three  months,  with¬ 
out  any  obvious  caufe  ;  nor  did  they  ever 
appear  to  depend  upon  dentition :  they 
have  not  appeared  during  the  laft  vear ; 
and  the  faculties  are  as  brilliant  as  ufual, 
at  its  age. 

^  A.  /Sr 
^  *  vJ  • 

The  child  has  a  voracious  appetite  ;  but 
its  indulgence  is  prevented  by  the  ftridteft 
attention  of  the  family ;  and  three  or  four 
times  a  year,  a  calomel  purgative  is  given 
to  cleanfe  the  primce  ‘i rice. 


Case  II. 

EARLY  in  the  year  1775,  Robert 
Davies,  the  fubjedt  of  this  hr  dory, 
was  attacked  with  an  acute  rheumatifm, 
for  which  he  was  attended  by  a  phyfician, 

under 
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under  whofe  care  the  difeafe  was  fo  far 
removed,  as  to  admit  of  a  moderate  appli¬ 
cation  to  bufinefs ;  but  he  never  recovered 
his  priftine  health  ;  and  towards  the  end 
of  the  year,  as  the  fe verity  of  the  cold 
increafed,  he  found  himfelf  gradually  more 
and  more  indifpofed,  with  a  peculiar  hea- 
vinefs  and  pain  of  the  head,  which  induced 
him,  on  the  27th  of  January  1786,  to 
requeft  my  attendance :  he  was  at  this 
time  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  of  a 
conftitution  rather  firm  in  appearance, 
though  reduced  by  indifpofition.  He  prin¬ 
cipally  complained  of  a  pain  and  fenfe  of 
load,  above  the  forehead,  and  in  the  ball 
of  each  eye  ;  this  fometimes  extended  to 
the  nape  of  the  neck,  where  the  pain  was 
compared  to  a  ftridture,  or  to  the  preffiire 
of  a  cord  drawing  the  mufcles  tight,  like  a 
ligature,  and  fometimes  to  a  confufed 
gnawing  pain  :  when  the  uneafinefs  in  the 
fore  part  of  the  head  was  the  mod:  con- 
fiderable,  vifion  was  affedted  materially ; 
fometimes  he  thought  himfelf  loft  in  a  mift, 
and  could  fcarcely  fee  at  all,  and  the  con- 
fufion  was  often  increafed  by  the  objedts 
4  appearing 
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appearing  double ;  and  it  became  in  the 
exacerbations  fo  great,  that  he  was  inca¬ 
pable  of  walking  ftraight,  but  daggered 
like  a  perfon  intoxicated  ;  the  pupils  of 
the  eyes  were  extremely  dilated  at  all  times ; 
the  whole  features  had  the  afpedt  of  de- 
preffion,  loaded  and  gloomy  with  a  me¬ 
lancholy  frown  j  though  he  had  no  occa- 
lion  of  mental  diftrefs,  but  from  corporeal 
pain  ;  which,  when  I  faw  him,  had  afflict¬ 
ed  him,  at  different  intervals,  for  about  a 
month  ;  fometimes  daily,  fometimes  at  the 
diftance  of  a  few  days ;  but  the  exacerba-* 
tions  did  not  recur  at  any  determinate 
periods,  nor  were  they  preceded  by  rigors  $ 
but,  in  general,  came  on  gradually,  and 
augmented  in  violence,  till  overcome  by 
agony,  he  fought  mitigation  in  bed,  or  in 
fome  reclined  pofition  out  of  it.  The  fits 
were  irregular  in  their  duration,  fometimes 
continuing  a  whole  day,  or  night,  fome¬ 
times  both,  and  even  longer,  and  fubfided 
gradually ;  the  pupils,  neverthelefs,  con¬ 
tinued  in  a  ftate  cf  extreme  dilatation, 
without  any  appearance  of  fquinting  or 
jlrabifmus ,  throughout  the  whole  courfe 

of 
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of  the  difeafe,  except  once  for  about  ten 
minutes,  a  few  days  before  he  died. 

In  the  exacerbations  of  pain,  he  cried 
cut  inceffantly  of  his  head,  laying  his  hand 
ufually  on  the  forehead  :  in  thefe  ftates  he 
breathed  quick,  impetuous ;  then  fuddenly 
changing  to  a  flow,  full,  moaning  refpira- 
tion :  the  breath  came  from  him  heated, 
and  loaded  with  a  moifture,  as  if  in  a  frofty 
day :  he  moftly  fweated  profufely  in  thefe 
exacerbations,  but  without  any  refpite  to 
his  fufferings :  his  body  was  obftinately 
coftive,  which  ftrong  purgatives,  aided  by 
clyfters,  could  not  always  obviate. 

In  the  intervals  of  eafe,  he  enjoyed  a 
little  fociety,  and  eat  heartily ;  but  the 
frowning  countenance  was  never  thrown 
off,  though  the  periods  of  mitigation  con¬ 
tinued  feveral  days,  at  which  times  he  was 
able  to  fit  up  and  converle  with  the  family, 
as  if  exempt  from  difeafe.  The  longer, 
however,  the  complaints  preyed  upon  his 
conftitution,  thefe  intervals  leffened,  the 
painful  returns  became  more  infupportable, 

and 
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and  the  Strength  more  and  more  exhaufted, 
till  death  clofed  the  tragedy  towards  the 
end  of  March  1786. 

When  I  fir  ft  vifited  this  patient,  I  pre¬ 
ferred  fmall  dofes  of  calomel ,  cicnta>  and 
aconitum ,  which  he  had  not  taken  for  the 
fpace  df  a  week,  when  he  appeared  nearly 
recovered ;  and  I  really  told  him  that  I 
fhould  not  attend  again  without  being  re¬ 
quested. 

In  the  beginning  of  February,  I  was  in¬ 
formed  of  the  return  of  his  difeafe,  which 
now,  and  for  fome  time  before  I  firft  faw 
him,  had  recurred  at  irregular  periods, 
with  fymptoms,  fo  far  refembling  an  inter¬ 
mittent,  as  induced  me  to  give  the  Peru¬ 
vian  bark  very  freely  during  the  intermifli- 
ons  of  pain  :  the  pulfe  was  generally  rather 
flow  than  quick  at  all  times,  though  the 
exacerbations  were  accompanied  with  cold- 
nefs,  heat,  and  profufe  fweating :  his  fto- 
mach,  in  general,  bore  the  remedy  very 
well,  except  when  coflive,  and  then  he 
fometimes  rejected  it.  The  conftipation 
vol.  1.  N  was 
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was  indeed  fo  ~troublefome,  that  ftrong1 
purgatives  and  clyfters  were  fometimcs  in¬ 
capable  of  procuring  relief,  till  repeated  for 
two,  and  even  three,  days  fuccellively. 

I  thought  he  was  again  better  by  this 

remedy,  but  it  was  of  lhort  duration,  and 

he  grew  weaker  in  his  bodily  ftrengfh  ;  on 

which  account  I  recommended  a  decodtion 

% 

of  bark,  acidulated  with  elixir  of  vitriol, 
and  he  ever  afterwards  continued  to  take 
it,  from  the  relief  which  he  imagined  it 
gave  him ;  his  attachment  to  it  became, 
at  length,  fo  urgent,  that  he  was  unhappy 
unlefs  it  was  by  his  bedfide.  *  • 

Before  I  faw  him,  bliflers  had  been  ap¬ 
plied  behind  the  cars,  but  without  any 
particular  relief.  About  a  month  before 
he  died,  I  ordered  one  fufficiently  large  to 
occupy  all  the  fore  part  of  the  head ;  and 
for  almoft  a  week  afterwards  he  feemed 
better,  but  the  difeafe  again  recurred : 
however,  from  this  partial  relief,  I  was 
encouraged  to  try  the  effedts  of  a  feton  in 
the  neck;  ft  gave  him  much  uneafinefs,  and 

%  |  |  I 

after 
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after  its  application,  he  feldom  mentioned 
the  original  pain  of  the  head,  though  he 
laboured  under  fuch  a  degree  of  torpor  and 
heavinefs  of  the  head,  and  debility  of  the 
whole  frame,  as  prevented  his  future  en-> 
joyment  of  fociety,  or  of  moving  out  of 
his  apartments. 

A  few  words  will  fuffice  for  defcribing 
the  anatomical  difieftion ;  the  ventricles 
of  the  brain  contained  fix  ounces  of  limpid 
water,  without  any  other  apparent  difeafe. 

The  regular  calmnefs  of  the  pulfe, 
throughout  the  whole  difeafe — the  long  in~ 
tervals  of  apparent  health — the  periodical 
accefiions  of  rigor,  fever,  and  fweat — the 
almoft  total  abfence  of  Jlrabifmus — and 
the  perfect  ftate  of  the  fenfes,  made  me 
doubtful  of  an  Hydrocephalus  Internus , 
till  difle&ion  afcertained  it.  The  age  I 
confider  as  no  objection,  becaufe  I  have 
feen  the  difeafe  at  all  ages  under  fixty. 

From  the  impaired  ftate  of  vifion,  and 
dilatation  of  the  pupils j  the  frown  on  the 

N  2  forehead* 
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forehead,  and  fenfe  of  weight  in  the  head, 
induced  me  to  fufpeft  fome  oppreflion  on 
the  brain  ;  but  no  affeftion  befides  the 
Hydrocephalus  was  difcovered,  though  great 
care  was  ufed  in  the  diiTecftion,  by  Surgeons 
Vaux  and  Key. 


Case  III. 


M.  of  the  Borough,  a  child  about 


•  two  years  of  age,  had  been  indif- 
poled  about  fix  days  when  I  was  confulted, 
which  was  on  the  12th  of  March  1786. 
I  was  then  informed,  that  he  had  been 
feverifh  for  about  five  days,  and  had  fincc 
that  period  laboured  under  l'pafmodic  af¬ 
fections  of  the  legs  and  arms,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  fo  of  the  toes  and  fingers,  which 
were  drawn  inwards,  continuing  rigid  and 
inflexible.  I  found  the  pulfe  beat  120  in 
a  minute,  and  the  child  lying  in  a  heavy 
ftupid  ftate,  with  a  downcaft  forehead,  and 
flight  mufcular  twitchings  about  the  face 
and  eyes :  as  there  were  no  evident  marks 


of 
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of  teething,  I  fufpedted  fome  mifchief  in 
the  head  :  how  far  I  was  warranted  in  my 
fufpicion,  the  following  obfervations,  ex¬ 
tracted  from  the  notes  I  took  during  my 
vifits,  will  in  fome  meafure  afcertain. 

He  was  ordered  one  grain  of  calomel 
twice  a  day.  Two  leeches  were  applied  to 
the  temples. 

March  14.  Pulfe  120.  The  pupils  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  rather  larger  than  in  their 
natural  ftate. 

,  1 

Repet .  Mercur . 

March  15.  P.  120,  writh  fome  degree  ot 
hardnefs.  He  does  not  appear  to  retain 
vifion ;  he  lays,  in  general,  with  his  eyes 
half  open,  but  without  fquinting — has  not 
fpoken  for  two  days  paft ;  he  appears  to 
fuffer  much  pain  ;  frequently  draws  up  his 
arms  and  clinches  his  fifts ;  has  had  many 
thin  ftools. 

Inung.  Nucha  cum  Ung .  CccruL  fort  9 j. 

N  3 


March 
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March  19.  No  material  alteration:  re-* 
fufes  all  nourifhment  but  porter,  which  he 
drinks  of  freely.  To-day  the  pupils  are 
more  contracted,  but  the  fame  flupid  ftate 
continues  :  appears  to  grow  weaker ;  and 
I  now  ordered  the  bark  three  times  a  day S 
fmall  blifters  were  applied  behind  the 
ears* 

March  21 .  The  pupils  are  more  dilated  % 
the  debility  is  more  evident ;  the  pulfe  1  26. 
He  takes  porter  ;  all  medicine  is  intermit¬ 
ted;  but  the  ointment  is  continued. 

March  24.  The  appearances  continued 
much  the  fame  till  this  morning,  when  he 
was  taken  into  the  air,  and  feemed  to  feel 
refrefhment  from  it. 

After  this  period  the  ftupor  gradually 
declined,  and  he  by  flow  degrees  recovered 
his  health. 


Case 
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Case  IV. 

/^N  the  fecond  of  January  1786,  I'vi- 
fited  J.  Davidfon,  a  child  about  four 
years  of  age,  whofe  fymptoms  I  fhall  relate 
from  the  minutes  I  inferted  during  my 
attendance. 

About  ten  days  before  I  faw  him,  he 
had  fymptoms  of  fever,  with  a  confider- 
able  diarrhoea ;  the  latter  foon  fubfided^ 
and  the  fever  was  inconfiderable  and  irre¬ 
gular  ;  but  for  fome  days  he  has  lain  in  a 
heavy  ftupid  ftate j  the  pupils  of  the  eyes 
do  not  appear  enlarged. 

He  was  ordered  to  take  a  grain  of  calo¬ 
mel  every  fix  hours,  in  a  mucilage  of  gum 
tragacanth .  A  blifter  was  applied  to  the 
back. 

Jan.  3.  The  calomel  has  not  proved  pur¬ 
gative,  and  the  patient  flept  laft  night,  but 
was  troubled  frequently  with  convulfive 
motions  of  the  arms  and  eyes ;  and  tolTes 

-  N  4  the 
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the  head  from  one  fide  to  the  other  on  the 
pillow,  frequently  moaning,  but  feems  to 
know  his  brother  and  filter.  The  pupils 
are  not  enlarged.  The  pulfe  is  140  in  a 
minute. 

The  calomel  was  continued.  The  head 
was  Shaved,  and  a  blifter  applied  to  it. 

Jan.  4.  Pulfe  126,  and  regular;  the 
fymptoms  continue  much  the  fame  ;  has 
had  three  ftools. 

Jan.  5.  P.  120,  and  hard;  had  three 
ftools ;  is  feverifh,  and  throws  his  head 
about  much  more  violently  ;  the  eyes  ap¬ 
pear  dim  and  more  heavy,  but  the  pupils 
do  not  feem  enlarged ;  nor  has  he  any 
flrabifmus ;  he  takes  nourishment ;  fre¬ 
quently  fereams  out,  as  if  in  great  pain, 
without  pointing  to  the  feat  of  it. 

The  draughts  were  repeated,  with  the 
addition  of  two  drops  of  thebaic  tindture 
in  the  evening. 


Jan. 


Medical  Society  of  London .  185 

Jan.  6.  P.  120.  Is  fenfible ;  takes  nou- 
rifhment ;  does  not  throw  his  arms  about 
as  heretofore ;  the  tongue  is  moift ;  fud- 
denly  difcharged  a  large  quantity  of  water 
from  the  eyes  :  had  two  ftools. 

The  draughts  were  continued. 

Jan.  7.  P.  1 1 2.  Pafled  an  uncommon 
quantity  of  urine,  and  feemed  every  way 
mending. 

From  this  time  to  the  12th,  he  took 
only  two  grains  of  calomel  a  day :  at  this 
period,  he  left  off  medicine,  and  gradually 
recovered. 


/ 

Case  V. 

FROM  the  fuccefs  attending  the  ufe 
of  mercury ,  and  the  application  of 
blifters,  in  fome  of  the  preceding  cafes,  I 
began  to  entertain  a  favourable  opinion  of 
jhefe  remedies  in  the  Hydrocephalus  Inter¬ 
ims  ; 
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mm  but  the  following  inftance,  which 
occurred  fince  I  wrote  the  preceding  rela¬ 
tions,  tends  to  invalidate  the  efficacy  of 
thefe  remedies  in  this  difeafe.  As  it  is  by 
a  feries  of  fadts  faithfully  delivered,  that 
the  powers  of  medicines  can  be  juftly  ap¬ 
preciated,  I  fhall  give  the  following  hiftory 
from  the  minutes  daily  made  at  the  bedfide 
of  the  patient. 

Elizabeth  Bell,  a  child  five  years  old,  is 
the  lubjedt  of  the  prefent  elfay.  She  had 
lately  the  Pertujjis ,  and  there  are  (till  fome 
remains  of  cough,  though  very  flight.  She 
has  occafionally  had,  for  the  laft  month, 
an  head-ach,  but  it  has  neither  confined 
her  from  fchool,  nor  prevented  her  from 
enjoying  her  ufual  play  :  for  the  two  days 
part,  fhe  has  complained  of  more  trouble- 
fome  head-ach  the  toes  and  fingers  are 
drawn  inwards  by  fpafmodic  contractions  : 
Ihe  has  vomited  once  to-day ;  the  pulfe  is 
1 12  in  a  minute. 


I  ordered  one  grain  of  calomel  to  be 
taken  twice  a  day. 


2 
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April  7.  Has  frequent  convulfive  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  limbs ;  and  the  contractions  of 
the  toes  and  fingers  ftill  continue ;  fees 
diftinctly,  and  the  pupils  of  the  eyes  do 
not  appear  to  be  enlarged ;  the  pulfe  is  fo 
irregular,  as  to  prevent  its  frequency  from 
being  counted :  keeps  one  hand  almoft 
conftantly  upon  the  forehead ;  and  com¬ 
plains  of  pain  of  the  head;  body  is  regu- 
lar.  Ordered  a  grain  of  calomel  three 
times  a  day  in  a  mucilage  of  gum  traga - 
canth • 

April  8*  Has  not  had  the  convulfive 
motions ;  moans  frequently  in  a  mournful 
tone,  and  keeps  the  hand  upon  the  fore-* 
head  ;  fieeps  fufficiently ;  has  not  had  any 
ftool :  the  pupils  appear  in  a  natural  ftate  ; 
the  pulfe  is  very  irregular,  fometimes  run¬ 
ning  very  rapidly,  and  then  flowly ;  and 
thefe  variations  happen  about  every  three 
minutes ;  frequently  picks  the  nofe,  from 
whence  it  has  bled  a  little. 

I  ordered  the  head  to  be  fhaved  ;  and 
frequently  bathed  with  lukewarm  vinegar 
and  water. 


The 
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The  fame  quantity  of  calomel  was  con¬ 
tinued. 

9 

April  9.  The  pulfe  beats  (lower,  but  is 
(till  intermitting  ;  no  convulfive  motions 
have  returned  ;  and  the  moaning  is  lefs 
frequent;  but  a  ftupor  continues,  which 
the  mother  oblerves  is  precifely  a  week 
fince  its  commencement ;  has  had  a  copi¬ 
ous  ftool,  by  the  aid  of  a  clyfter ;  vomited 
in  the  night  fome  foul  green  matter,  ftreak- 
ed  with  a  little  blood ;  pafl'ed  an  unufual 
quantity  of  urine.  Continued  a  grain  of 
calomel  three  times  a  day. 

April  10.  The  pulfe,  which  is  weak,  in¬ 
termits  lefs,  but  the  moaning  has  augment¬ 
ed  ;  has  a  frowning  of  the  forehead,  though 
naturally  poffelling  the  moft  pleating  fea¬ 
tures  ;  continues  to  dilcharge  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  urine,  and  had  fome  ftools  ;  had 
lafl  night  a  violent  convulfive  fit.  A  blifter 
was  applied  upon  the  head,  and  the  calo¬ 
mel  was  repeated. 


April 
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April  11.  Continues  to  pafs  a  large 
quantity  of  urine ;  the  pulfe  is  regular,  and 
beats  120  ftrokes  in  a  minute. 

The  calo?nel  was  continued ;  and,  as 
occafion  required  it,  a  folutive  clyfter  was 
exhibited. 

April  12.  The  pulfe  continues  regular, 
but  makes  140  pulfations  in  a  minute ;  the 
patient  is  hot,  with  a  flufhing  of  the  face ; 
has  had  very  little  reft ;  appears  fenfible ; 
paftes  much  limpid  urine,  and  fometimes 
involuntary  for  the  firft  time  ;  continues 
moaning,  with  its  hand  to  the  forehead ; 
had  a  little  fquinting  yefterday,  and  to-day 
it  is  more  obvious  ;  but  the  pupils  do  not 
appear  dilated. 

The  calomel  was  continued,  with  two 
drops  of  thebaic  tindture  each  time. 

April  13.  The  pulfe  is  regular,  beating 
1 18  times  in  a  minute;  has  flept  a  good 
deal,  and  has  had  two  offenfive  ftools. 


The 
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The  calomel  was  continued,  and  one 
drop  of  thebaic  tindture  with  each  dofe* 
The  blifter  on  the  head  difcharges  freely. 

April  14.  Squints  very  little  to-day  ;  the 
pulfe  is  1205  has  had  two  ftools  ;  hither¬ 
to  has  taken  plenty  of  nourifhment,  but 
refufes  almoft  every  thing  to-day ;  the 
breath  has  an  offenlive  fmell,  and  there  is 
fome  forenefs  of  the  mouth. 

In  dead  of  calomel ,  an  infufion  of  Peru¬ 
vian  bark  was  fubftituted. 

April  1 5.  The  pulfe  is  regular,  and  beats 
140  ftrokes  in  a  minute ;  has  had  a  violent 
convulfive  fit ;  the  eyes  roll  about  wildly, 
without  jirabifmus  >  and  the  patient  does 

not  appear  to  fee. 

% 

The  bark  was  omitted,  and  the  fame 
quantity  of  calomel  again  adminiflered. 

April  16.  The  pulfe  is  150  ;  the  pupils 
do  not  appear  enlarged,  nor  is  there  any 
fquinting  i  has  had  another  convullive  fit ; 

fwcats 
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/  .  „ 

fweats  profufely ;  conftantly  leans  the  head 

forwards,  the  forehead  frowning. 

Seven  grains  of  mcrcurius  alcalvzatm 

were  ordered  to  be  given  three  times  a  day. 

►  *  •  •  «  * «  / 

April  18.  Could  not  attend  the  child  on 
the  1 7th,  though  the  medicine  was  repeat¬ 
ed.  To-day  the  pulfe  beats  140  with  regu¬ 
larity  ;  the  pupils  are  now  dilated  for  the 
firfl  time,  without  any  jlrabifmus ;  has  not 
fpoken  for  two  days  part,  but  to-day  eagerly 
cried  out  for  “  fome thing  to  eat>'y  and  took 
much  liquid  nourifhment ;  difcharges  much 
urine ;  moans  a  little  ;  and  every  now  and 
then  has  convulfive  motions  of  the  arms 
and  legs,  with  faint  fhrieks. 

The  medicine  was  continued. 

April  19.  Died  to-day,  and  on  the  next, 
the  head  was  opened  in  my  prefence,  by  my 
friend,  W.  Norris,  Surgeon  to  the  General- 
Difpenfary.  We  found  about  five  or  fix 
ounces  of  water  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain, 
and  no  other  appearance  of  difeafe. 


It 


j 92  MEMOIRS  of  the 

It  certainly  may  be  doubted,  whether 
the  Cafes  I  have  related,  particularly  the 
third m,  were  really  the  difeaie  fufpedted ; 
dilTedtions,  however,  evince,  that  the  Hy¬ 
drocephalus  frequently  occurs,  and  is  very 
rarely  cured ;  this  may  be  an  apology  for 
offering  the  foregoing  defultory  obferva- 
tions,  as  the  fymptoms  I  have  defcribed, 
whatever  may  really  have  been  their  caufes, 
are  relieved  by  mercury ,  and  blifters,  more 
certainly,  than  by  any  other  means  I  am 
acquainted  with  ;  and  an  encouragement 
to  fuch  a  practice  is,  the  fafety  of  giving 
this  mineral  to  children,  who  will  bear 
twice  as  much  of  it,  without  ptyalifm ,  as 
an  athletic  perfon  can. 

Although  this  difeafe  is  not  reftridted  to 
any  age,  as  I  am  convinced  by  diffedlions ; 
yet  it  moff  generally  prevails  in  children, 
which,  probably,  the  greater  laxity  of  their 

m  My  fufpicions  rcfpe&ing  this  cafe,  were  more  ex¬ 
cited  on  account  of  the  particular  form  of  the  head, 
which  is  frequently  obferved  in  Hydrocephalics,  It  is 
ufually  round  in  its  whole  bulk,  and  comparatively 
broad  ;  with  a  prominent  or  broad  forehead  ;  a  flat¬ 
tened  apex  ;  and  the  bregma  large. 


folids 
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folids,  and  the  larger  proportion  of  fluids, 
in  childhood,  may  conduce  to  the  frequen¬ 
cy  of  the  difeafe.  May  not,  likewife,  the 
ufual  mode  of  nurfing,  contribute  to  the 
frequency  of  it  ?  Thofe  have  been  reputed 
the  beft  nurfes,  who  have  fhook  and  toffed 
the  children  under  their  care,  with  the 
greatefl:  jaTation,  which,  confidering  the 
tender  fabrics  upon  whom  it  is  performed, 
may  produce  more  harm  than  good.  The 
manner  of  children  fleeping  on  the  lap, 
with  the  head  fometimes  hanging  down 
for  hours,  would  in  grown  people  occaficn 
painful  affections  of  it ;  and  why  not  to 
infants,  whofe  brain  is  more  vafcular  ? 

Children,  regardlefs  of  the  future  effects 
of  exercife,  are  apt  to  place  themfelves  in 
very  improper  attitudes,  fometimes  ftand- 
ing  on  their  heads,  at  others,  exerting 
themfelves,  who  (hall  hang  the  longeft  over 
rails,  with  the  head  downwards,  in  which 
pofition  I  have  often  counted  feveral  on 
one  rail;  befides  the  violent  exertions  of 
running,  leaping,  &c.  I  once  knew  a 
parent,  fond  of  an  only  child,  who  ufed  to 

vol.  1.  O  amufe 


194  MEMOIRS  of  the 

amufe  himfelf  with  letting  the  tender  ob¬ 
ject  creep  down  his  thighs  and  legs,  and 
twilling  underneath,  then  crawl  up  again  : 
this  child  died  of  the  Hydrocephalus .  Simi¬ 
lar  inflances,  fucceeded  by  the  fame  fatal 
difeafe,  I  could  enumerate  here ;  but  thefe 
iuggeftions  are  only  introduced,  as  cautions 
againft  exercifes  of  children,  which  oblige 
them  to  hang  down  the  head  for  a  length 
of  time,  and  which  may  be  fulpedled  to 
excite  turgefcence  of  the  brain. 


ARTICL  EDjX. 


Some  Account  of  an  unufual  Exfoliation  of 
the  Cranium:  In  a  Letter  to).  C.Lett- 
som,  M.  D.  &c.  from  Sir  Thomas* 
Gery  Cullum,  Bart .  St.  Edmundf- 
bury. 


Read  May  i,  1786. 

T  HAVE  enclofed  you  a  fketch  of  a  very 
large  Exfoliation  of  the  Cranium,  the 
hiflory  of  which  is  as  follows  : 


1 


In 


V 


\T  t 
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In  the  year  1779,  a  poor  lad,  about 
feven  years  old,  in  the  abfence  of  his  mo¬ 
ther,  it  is  fuppofed,  was  taken  in  a  fit,  and 
fell  into  the  fire,  where  he  might  remain, 
as  far  as  can  be  guefied,  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  till  his  mother  returned.  A  year 
elapfed  before  the  efchar  of  the  burn,  he 
received  at  that  time  on  his  head,  digefted 
off,  which  then  left  the  bone  (as  here 
fketched)  quite  bare ;  in  about  three  months 
afterwards,  the  denuded  bone  was  caft  off, 
and  one  large  fore,  covered  with  granula¬ 
tions  of  flefh  from  the  dura  mater,  then 
prefented  itfelf :  in  about  fix  months  after 
the  Exfoliation  took  place,  the  fore  was 
about  the  fize  of  the  top  of  a  fmall  tea-cup, 
and  in  a  healing  ftate ;  and  the  boy  in  per¬ 
fect  health,  ftrength,  and  fenfes. 

The  cure  of  the  above  extraordinary 
cafe  owes  evei y  thing  to  nature,  having 
fallen  under  the  care  of  one  the  moft  illite- 

1 

rate  and  unfkilful. 

The  Exfoliation,  you  fee,  confifts  of  the 
' whole  (both  tables)  of  the  os  par ie tale  on 

O  2  one 
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one  fide,  and  part  of  the  other,  and  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  os  occipitis.  I  have  got  a  caft 
of  the  bone  in  plafter  of  Paris ;  neither 
perfuafions,  or  money,  would  tempt  the 
mother  of  the  boy  to  let  me  have  her  child's 
JkulL 

In  the  autumn  of  1785,  I  faw  the  lad 
from  whence  this  Exfoliation  was  taken : 
very  little  offification  had  been  produced 
by  nature  towards  the  reparation  of  the 
injury ;  there  is  itill  a  fore,  of  the  dze  of  a 
crown  piece,  from  which  there  is  a  large 
difeharge ;  the  edges  of  the  os  front  is  y  the 
remaining  parts  of  one  parietal  bone,  and 
the  os  occipitis ,  are  at  too  confiderable  a 
distance,  for  odifications  to  fhoot  out  and 
unite ;  and  could  nature  ever  repair  this 
lofs  of  bone,  die  could  not  do  it,  I  think, 
till  a  cicatrix  were  formed  :  it  is  obfervable 
in  compound  fractures,  that  the  bone  ac¬ 
quires  but  little  flrength,  whild:  the  wound 
continues  open,  or  there  is  much  difeharge. 


No  Surgeon  ever  attended  this  boy;  the 
mother  alone  dred'es  the  fore,  and  you  may 
5  depend 
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1 

^depend  upon  it,  ufes  greafy  unguents,  not 
in  a  fmall  quantity,  which  makes  every 
thing  dirty,  and  promotes  a  fungus ,  and  a 
large  difcharge.  I  once  offered  my  fer- 
vices  to  cure  the  boy,  without  being  ac¬ 
cepted. 

January  10,  1766. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

Cafe  of  a  fmgular  Enlargement  of  the  Hearty 
by  Thomas  Ogle,  Surgeon  to  the  Mid- 
Plesex-Dispensar y,  and  F.M.S* 

Read  September  26,  1785. 

JOHN  JUDD,  twelve  years  of  age,  was 
received  into  the  Middlefex-Difpen- 
fary  in  December  1783. 

He  complained  of  pain  and  unufual 
oppreffion  about  the  ftomach  and  chelt ; 
which  fymptoin  was  much  increaied  by 

O  3  eating 
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eating  folid  food.  His  ileep  at  nights  was 
little  and  difturbed ;  his  breathing  diffir 
cult;  he  had  a  conftant  cough,  without 
expectoration.  The  left  cavity  of  the  tho¬ 
rax  was  evidently  enlarged,  the  ribs  pro¬ 
jecting  rather  forwards.  This  projection 
was  moll  evident  about  the  fixth,  leventh, 
and  eighth  ribs  ;  at  which  place,  and  near 
their  greateft  curvature,  was  a  ftrong  pul- 
fation,  extending,  with  an  undulating  mo¬ 
tion,  to  the  pit  of  the  ftomach  :  this  was 
fo  ftrong,  as  to  be  diftinCtly  feen,  even  when 
covered  by  the  waiftcoat. 

•  i 

The  lad  traced  thefe  complaints  to  a  fall, 
which  he  had  met  with  a  year  before.  He 
had  then  loft  the  ufe  of  his  limbs  ;  and, 
though  he  had  again  recovered  them,  he 
had  never  been  free  from  the  pulfation  at 
his  ftomach.  His  countenance  was  pale, 
and  expreffive  of  the  greateft  anxiety ;  he 
fighed  frequently,  and  complained  of  his 
heart ;  he  feemed  confcious,  that  no  relief 
was  to  be  expected,  and  that  his  death  was 
near  at  hand. 


His 
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His  pulfe  was  weak,  but  neither  quick 
nor  irregular ;  his  evacuations  were  good. 

For  the  fpace  of  a  month,  the  lad’s  com¬ 
plaints  gradually  increafed.  The  pulfation 
extended  wider,  and  was  more  diftindtly 
feen.  His  cough,  and  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing,  became  more  troublefome.  He  was 
unable  to  lie  on  the  back,  or  right  fide. 
The  painful  fenfation  about  his  chefb  Fill 
continued ;  it  felt,  he  faid,  as  if  his  heart 
was  rolling  about  like  a  great  ball. 

From  the  fymptoms  it  was  evident,  that 
the  heart,  or  pericardium ,  was  the  feat  of 
the  difeafe ;  and  it  was  conjectured,  that 
the  latter  contained  water  in  it.  This 
appeared  more  probable,  from  a  fudden 
fwelling  of  the  abdomen .  About  fix  weeks 
after  the  lad  applied  to  the  Difpenfary,  and 
immediately  before  this  enlargement,  he 
had  a  fevere  fall,  which  evidently  haftened 
his  death.  From  that  time  he  was  confined 
to  his  bed  ;  his  pulfe  became  irregular,  and 
fo  fmall  as  fcarcely  to  be  fi^t;  his  belly 
increafed  rapidly ;  his  pain  was  more  in- 

O  4  tolerable; 
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tolerable;  and  his  extremities  grew  cold 
and  oedematous.  In  this  ftate  he  remained 
about  twenty-four  hours,  when  he  died. 

On  opening  the  abdomen ,  it  was  found 
to  contain  a  large  quantity  of  watery  fluid. 
The  inteftines  were  inflated,  and  feemed 
preternaturally  enlarged.  The  liver  was 
much  encreafed  in  fize,  and  of  a  fchirrhous 
degree  of  hardnefs  ;  when  cut  into,  the 
knife  feemed  to  grate,  as  if  rubbing  againft 
fand.  The  gall  bladder  was  confiderably 
diftended  with  bile.  The  fpleen  was,  like 
the  liver,  enlarged,  and  remarkably  hard. 
The  other  vifcera  appeared  in  a  found  ftate. 

In  the  thorax  was  contained  fome  water, 
tinged  with  blood ;  the  quantity,  however, 
was  not  confiderable.  The  lungs  adhered, 
in  fome  places,  to  the  ribs  and  diaphragm, 
but  were,  in  other  refpedts,  found.  They 
were  com  prefled  into  a  fmall  compafs  by 
the  pericardium .  On  removing  this,  to~ 
gether  with  the  heart,  out  of  the  body, 
there  were  found  marks  of  inflammation 
on  the  furface  of  the  heart,  about  which 

the 
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the  pericardium  adhered  fo  firmly,  as  to  be 
feparated  by  no  force.  The  heart  in  this 
ftate  was  enlarged  to  three  times  its  natu¬ 
ral  bulk,  and  appeared  like  an  unformed 
rnafs  of  flefh.  The  enlargement  feemed  to 
confift  entirely  in  the  thickening  of  the 
mufcular  fubftance  of  the  heart,  as  the 
cavities  appeared  of  their  natural  dimen¬ 
sions,  and  free  from  difeafe. 

Thefe  were  the  principal  appearances 
on  difledtion. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  fymptoms  attend¬ 
ing  this  difeafe,  are  fufficiently  accounted 
for  by  the  inflammation  and  immenfe  fize 
of  the  heart.  It  is  alfo  clear,  that  it  was 
one  of  thofe  unfortunate  cafes,  where 
medicine  can  only  be  ferviceable  in  alle¬ 
viating  fymptorns,  and  rendering  death 
lefs  painful. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XII 


A  fatal  Cafe  of  a  morbid  Enlargement  of 
the  Projlate  Gland ,  with  a  fmgular  Ap¬ 
pearance  in  the  Bladder,  &c.  In  a  Letter 
to  J.  C.  Lettsom,  M.  D.  &c.  by 
AnthonyFothergill,  M.D.  F.R.S. 
and  C.  M.  S. 

Read  May  i,  1 786. 

Dear  Sir, 

"1 H  E  following  pages  contain  the  hif- 


-l  tory  of  a  remarkable  Cafe,  which  my 
late  worthy  friend,  Dr.  Hunter,  a  fhort 
time  before  his  death,  exprelTed  a  wifli, 
might  be  publifhed  for  the  good  of  fociety. 
If  you  think  it  fuitable  to  your  prefen t 
defign,  it  is  entirely  at  your  fervice. 

W.  C - ,  Efq.  April  23,  1777,  aged 

fixty-four,  had  for  feveral  years  pad,  at 
intervals,  laboured  under  great  difficulty 


of 
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of  urine,  fometimes  amounting  to  a  fup- 
prefiion.  Thefe  fymptoms  were  generally 
exafperated  by  the  ufe  of  acids,  or  riding 
on  horfeback,  when  the  urine  would  fud- 
denly  appear  dark-coloured,  or  bloody, 
attended  with  pain  in  the  loins,  and  parts 
adjacent.  At  length,  he  could  only  pafs  it 
when  in  a  fan  ding  pofure ;  the  urine  high- 
coloured,  in  fmall  quantity,  and  difcharged 
by  drops  involuntarily.  Great  pain  and 
diftention  about  two  inches  below  the 
navel,  attended  with  low  fever,  intenfe 
thirlt,  parched  tongue,  pallid  countenance, 
flatulency,  and  confdpation ;  pulfe  from 
89  to  96  and  upwards,  low,  unequal,  and 
frequently  intermitting,  accompanied  with 
involuntary  twitchings,  anxiety,  and  deli¬ 


rium. 


The  introduftion  of  the  catheter  having 
lately  been  tried  in  vain,  he  could  by  no 
entreaties  be  now  prevailed  on  to  undergo 
a  repetition  of  that  operation,  though 
the  fymptoms  ftrongly  indicated  a  perma¬ 
nent  obftrufting  caufe  in  the  urinary  paf- 
fage.  Yet  was  there  no  apparent  venereal 

fymptom. 
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fymptom,  no  done  or  gravel  ever  voided, 
nor  any  apparent  tendency  to  fcrophulous, 
or  glandular  obdrucdions,  to  uhich  the 
difeafe  could  be  fairly  attributed.  A  con¬ 
futation  v/as  held  with  two  other  Phyfici- 
ans.  Mercurials,  purgatives,  and  diuretics 
proved  fruitlefs.  1  he  cafe  was  then  dated 
to  Dr.  Hunter,  who  immediately  returned 
the  following  very  fatisfadtory  anfwer. 

<c  Dear  Sir, 

te  Y OUR  account  of  Mr.  C - ’s  deplo¬ 

rable  cafe,  and  the  means  you  have  ufed 
for  his  relief,  giyes  me  a  perfedt  confidence 
in  your  judgment  and  attention ;  ancj 
therefore  my  bed  advice  mud  be,  that 
your  patient  fhould  be  diredted  in  every 
thing,  rather  by  you,  who  fee  him,  than 
by  any  Phyfician  in  England  who  has  not 
that  advantage.  In  mod  cafes,  indeed,  and 
efpecially  in  this,  it  is  our  duty  to  know  as 
much  of  the  nature  of  the  complaint  as  pof- 
fble .  You  have  urged,  and  he  has  de¬ 
clined,  the  proper  examination.  I  mud 
entreat  him  to  yield  to  our  anxious  felici¬ 
tation.  No  doubt  there  is  a  done,  or  gra¬ 
vel 
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vel— -but  Ifufpedt  there  is  fomething  befides* 
which  may  be  eafily  difcovered,  without 
giving  him  pain :  I  have  often  feen  the 
fame  fort  of  fymptoms  in  elderly  men, 
arifing  from  an  indurated  and  enlarged 
proftate.  This  can  be  certainly  known  by 
palling  a  finger  up  the  reffium ,  The  pro¬ 
ftate  may  fbmetimes  be  found  to  fill  up  the 
whole  cavity  of  the  pelvis ,  and,  in  that 
cafe,  the  bladder  lies  altogether  above  the 
ojfa  pubis ,  fo  that  it  is  difficult  to  reach  it 
with  the  catheter ,  both  on  account  of  its 
diftance,  and  of  the  angle  which  the  ure¬ 
thra  makes  with  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 
Yet  a  good ,  fiver ,  flexible  catheter  (which 
might  be  fent  from  London,  if  your  Sur¬ 
geon  has  not  one)  would  find  the  way, 
with  very  little  pain ;  and  it  would  give 
immediate  eafe,  if  it  be  the  diftended  blad¬ 
der  (as  I  fufpedl  it  is)  which  gives  the  pain 
and  diftention  below  the  navel. 

“  There  may,  likewife,  be  a  ftone  fixed 
in  the  urethra ,  which  would  be  difcovered 
by  the  catheter .  I  cannot  bear  the  thought 
of  his  abfolutely  refufing  a  trial  of  what  is 

at 


I 


206  MEMOIRS  of  the 

at  the  fame  time  fo  harmlefs,  and  fo  likely 
to  give  him  relief. 

€€  This  is  all  I  have  to  fay.  You  are 
fo  fully  poffeffed  of  the  methods  of  footh- 
ing  and  palliating  fymptoms,  that  I  think 
you  want  only  a  fkilful  examination.  I 
wifh  your  patient  the  blcfling  of  eafc  and 
health,  and  you  the  comfort  of  having- 
made  him  well.  I  am  ever, 

“  Dear  Sir,  &c.  &c. 

“  WILLIAM  HUNTER/* 

Agreeable  to  Dr.  Hunter’s  advice,  wc 
renewed  our  folicitation,  but  he  remained 
determined  again  ft  undergoing  the  ufe  of 
the  catheter ,  or  any  other  operation ;  nor 
indeed  could  they  now  be  urged  with  any 
prolpedt  of  fuccefs.  Mild  laxatives,  ano¬ 
dynes,  and  demulcents,  tended  to  mitigate 
his  fufferings,  but  his  ftrength  being  totally 
exhaufted,  death  foon  happily  releafed  him 
from  his  calamities.  The  next  day  his 
body  was  opened  by  an  able  Surgeon,  who 
favoured  me  with  the  following  particulars. 


as 
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as  I  could  by  no  means  attend  in  perfon, 
being  diftant  upwards  of  twenty  miles  from 
the  place. 

<c  On  opening  the  cavity  of  the  abdo?7ien9 
the  bladder  was  found  adhering  to  the 
peritonaeum  before,  and  to  the  omentum  and 
inteftines  at  its  fundus ,  or  upper  part, 
which  extended  fome  way  above  the  umbi¬ 
licus .  The  inteftines,  likewife,  adhered  to 
the  peritonaeum  at  each  fide  of  the  abdomen . 

“  The  bladder  contained  five  pints  of 
urine,  which  being  mixed  with  a  mucilagi¬ 
nous  matter,  gave  it  the  appearance  of 
whey ;  but  after  ftanding  fome  time,  the 
mucus  feparated  in  great  quantity,  and  fell 
to  the  bottom  of  the  veflel.  The  urine 
did  not  coagulate  by  heat,  or  leave  any 
thing  particular  after  evaporation,  more 
than  common  urine. 

€C  The  coats  of  the  bladder  exhibited 

marks  of  difeafe ;  the  internal  beihg  partly 

•* 

abraded,  the  external  coat  confiderably 
thickened,  and  irregularly  diftended ;  the 

mufcular 
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mufcular  fibres  having  loft  their  ufual 
appearance,  were  become  white,  and  pre- 
ternaturally  enlarged,  like  bundles  of  ftraw, 
efpecially  on  the  infide,  near  the  neck  of 
the  bladder.  But  what  was  ftill  more  An¬ 
gular,  the  bladder  was  divided  in  the  ?niddle 
by  a  membrane  running  acrofs  it,  which 
was  perforated  by  a  hole  large  enough  to 
admit  a  little  finger,  fo  that  when  the  upper 
part  was  emptied,  it  was  immediately  filled 
again  by  prefling  the  lower  part  next  the 
pubis,  which  forced  the  water  through  the 
aperture  in  the  feptum .  The  proftate  gland 
was  enlarged  to  more  than  the  bulk  of  an 
hen  s  egg . 

tc  There  was  no  obftrudlion  difeovered 
in  any  part  of  the  urethra }  but  the  obfta- 
cle  to  the  catheter ,  both  before  and  after 
death,  muft  have  been  owing  to  the  great 
diftention  of  the  bladder,  and  enlargement 
of  the  proftate  gland ;  both  which  contri¬ 
buted  to  form  fo  acute  an  angle  in  the 
urethra ,  as  not  to  accommodate  the  in- 
ftrument. 


The 
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u  The  ureters  were  both  enlarged  to 
tc  twice  their  natural  Size.  No  calculous 
“  concretions  were  found  either  in  the 
t(  bladder,  ureters ,  or  pelvis  of  the  kidneys, 
“  nor  any  other  morbid  appearance  in  the 
€€  abdominal  vifcera ,  except  what  has  been 
mentioned.  The  contents  of  the  thorax , 
he  adds,  were  not  examined.” 

The  remarks  which  have  occurred  to 
me  from  duly  confidering  the  preceding 
hiftory,  are  chiefly  as  follow : 

ift.  The  enlargement  of  the  proftate 
gland,  and  the  other  morbid  appearances 
in  the  bladder,  together  with  its  adhefions 
to  the  adjacent  parts,  denote  a  considerable 
degree  of  inflammation  to  have  accompanied 
the  firfl:  Stage  of  the  difeafe :  and  alfo  explain 
the  caufe  of  the  pain  of  the  loins,  and  other 
fymptoms  which  greatly  refembled  thofe  of 
the  nephritic  kind.  The  inflammatory 
difpofition  which  feems  to  have  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  difeafe,  probably  gave 
rife  at  the  fame  time  to  the  formation  of 
that  Jingular  appearance  of  a  membranous 
vol.  1.  P  partition , 
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partition ,  by  producing  at  firft  a  partial 
reparation  of  the  internal  coat  of  the  blad¬ 
der,  which  being  gradually  extended  by 
the  preffure  of  the  urine,  at  length  formed 
a  diftind:  cavity. 

2d.  The  dilatation  of  the  ureters ,  feems 
to  have  been  a  natural  confequence  of  the 
urine  brfng  accumulated  in  them,  in  the 
laft  ftage  of  the  illnefs.  For  the  coats  of 
the  bladder  when  kept  in  a  preternatural 
ftate  of  diftention,  muft  comprefs  the  ex¬ 
tremities  of  the  ureters  which  pafs  ob¬ 
liquely  between  them,  and  of  courfe  re¬ 
tard  the  defeent  of  the  urine  into  the 
bladder. 

3d.  It  appears  that  where  there  is  no 
previous  local  affedion  to  point  out  the 
nature  of  this  difeafe,  it  is  fcarcely  dif- 
tinguilhable  from  a  calculous  complaint, 
even  in  its  advanced  ftate,  efpecially  when, 
the  patient  will  not  fubmit  to  the  neceftary 
examination,  fo  properly  inlifted  on  by 
Dr.  Hunter,  and  which  ought  never  to  be 
neglected,  where  there  is  the  leaft  doubt  or 

fufpicion. 
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fufpicion.  Whenever  there  is  an  obfinate 
ob  ft  ruCtion  of  urine  in  aged  people,  attend¬ 
ed  with  extreme  difficulty  of  introducing 
the  catheter ,  and  an  inability  of  difeharging 
urine,  unlefs  in  an  eretel  pojlure  of  the 
body,  it  will  afford  a  ftrong  prefumption 
that  the  difeafe  proceeds  from  a  confider- 
able  enlargement  of  the  proftate,  as  in  the 
preceding  cafe. 


4th.  In  this  deplorable  fituation,  there 
can  be  no  hopes  of  a  complete  cure,  with¬ 
out  difperfing,  or  extirpating  the  morbid 
tumor,  both  which  feem  to  be  equally  im¬ 
practicable  ;  nor  can  even  temporary  re¬ 
lief  be  adminiflered  without  fir  ft  emptying 
the  diftended  bladder.  Every  likely  means 
therefore  to  accomplifh  this  ought  to  be 
attempted. 

Might  not  an  inverted  pofition  of  the 
body  during  the  operation,  tend  to  di- 
minifh  the  preffure  of  the  urine  upon  the 
difeafed  part  ?  And  might  not  this  alfo 
afford  the  operator  an  opportunity  of  re¬ 
ducing  the  diftended  bladder  nearer  to  its 

P  2  natural 
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natural  fituation,  and  thereby  facilitate  the 
introduction  of  the  catheter  ? 

5th.  When  this,  and  other  refources  fail, 
and  where  the  patient  has  refolution  to 
undergo  a  doubtful  operation,  it  perhaps 
may  be  advifeable  to  pundture  the  bladder 
through  the  reffum,  and  thus  difeharge  the 
urine,  provided  this  can  be  performed 
without  wounding  the  fchirrous  gland, 
which  might  indeed  difpofe  it  to  contract 
a  cancerous  difpofition. 

6th.  If  the  difeafe  could  with  certainty 
be  diftinguifhed  at  the  beginning,  or  even 
before  the  critical  period  when  the  tumor 
changes  from  the  inflammatory  to  the  in¬ 
durated  ftate,  might  not  a  kindly  refolution 
be  reafonably  expedted  from  a  courfe  of  the 
filine  purging  waters  of  Scarborough,  or 
Cheltenham,  or  of  mild  mercurials,  and  an- 
timonials  affifted  by  fuitable  evacuations, 
and  a  ftridt  antiphlogiftic  regimen  ? 

I  am,  with  the  greateft  refpedt,  dear  fir, 
your  very  humble  fervant. 


Bath , 

Mar.  26,  1786. 


A.  FOTHERJ31LL. 
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ARTICLE  XIII. 

An  extraordinary  Cafe  of  Delivery :  By 
James  Shaw,  Surgeon ,  F.M.S. 

Read  February  15,  1786. 

Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Barker,  a  Shoemaker,  having  in 
October  1766,  fpent  the  evening  with  fome 
degree  of  feftivity  to  the  honour  of  St, 
Crifpin  their  tutelar  faint,  though  not  at 
all  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  fohriety ;  about 
twelve,  the  company  not  being  gone,  fhe 
was  obliged  to  be  carried  up  to  bed  fud« 
denly,  perceiving  a  violent  weight  and 
fulnefs  protrude  through  the  pudendum , 
as  though  the  greatefl  bulk  of  her  child  was 
born.  Her  midwife  was  fent  for,  who  came 
to  her  at  two  o’clock,  and  found  fhe  had 
regular  pains,  which  in  Head  of  dilating 
the  os  uteri  rather  conftringed  it,  and  very 
powerfully  threatened  to  pufh  down  the 

P  3  whole 
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whole  uterus  and  its  contents  with  it.  I 
was  called  in  about  fix  o’clock  the  fame 
morning ;  I  found  the  patient  faint,  low, 
and  very  much  terrified,  but  the  pulfe  not 
full  or  very  quick  ;  on  examining  I  thought 
the  whole  vagina  was  turned  outward, 
and  left  the  hairy  fcalp  of  the  foetus  in  the 
centre  of  a  very  large  tumor ;  being  now 
compelled  to  uncover  the  parts,  I  was 
aftonifhed  to  fee  the  os  uteri  dilated  about 
an  inch  and  a  half,  or  two  inches  in  diame¬ 
ter,  exceedingly  tenfe  though  thick,  of  a 
deep  red  colour,  with  a  view  of  the  hairy 
fcalp ;  the  whole  furface  of  the  tumor  of 
the  fame  deep  red,  and  very  turgid ;  the 
labia ,  great  part  of  the  nates ,  and  even 
the  mons  veneris  were  out  of  fight  by  this 
extraordinary  tumor.  She  had  had  many 
pains,  and  while  I  fat  with  her  (he  Rad  one 
nearly  every  five  minutes,  when  I  found 
the  parts  to  pufh  ftill  outwards  and  a  kind 
of  rotatory  motion  in  the  head  within  the 
os  uteriy  but  not  in  the  leafi:  to  further 
dilate  it. 
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I  attempted  gradually  to  pufh  up  the 
head,  but  I  found  my  efforts  to  aggravate 
the  fymptoms  of  faintnefs,  and  give  her 
intolerable  pain ;  the  midwife  too  had 
tried  that  fufficiently.  It  made  me  exceed¬ 
ingly  unhappy,  the  furface  of  the  os  uteri 
beginning  to  appear  livid  ! 

I  told  the  midwife  I  would  endeavour  to 
fee  Dr,  Mackenzie,  and  would  call  again 
as  loon  as  convenient ;  on  telling  him  the 
cafe,  he  pronounced  that  fhe  muft  die, 
defired  me  to  fend  her  an  opiate  and  fee 
her  again  in  the  evening ;  but  to  be  very 
cautious  in  handling  the  parts.  About 
feven  o’clock  in  the  evening  I  went  to  fee 
her,  and  found  her  pulfe  finking,  with 
clammy  fweats ;  the  pains  as  often,  but 
not  fo  fbrong.  The  appearance  more  livid 
with  the  epithelia  in  many  parts  abraded, 
where  there  alfo  appeared  feveral  limpid 
drops  of  ferum  like  very  fmall  drops  of 
dew,  which  I  attributed  to  the  turgidity  of 
the  parts  during  each  pain. 

P4 
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While  I  fat  by  ruminating  in  my  thoughts 
what  to  do,  I  with  difficulty  parted  my 
finger  by  the  anus  to  the  edge  of  the  pc - 
rinauni ,  which  I  found  very  drongly  girt¬ 
ing  the  tumor ;  however,  I  got  my  finger 
within  it,  and  found  it  ftill  capable  of  further 
didention  ;  I  then  carried  the  fore  finger 
of  my  other  hand  to  it,  and  endeavoured 
with  them  both  carefully  to  draw  the  peri - 
nceum  back  ;  and  as  I  did  that,  I  thought 
the  tumour  feemed  gradually  to  recede, 
and  on  proceeding  writh  the  gentleft  means 
at  firft,  and  drawing  my  fore  fingers  a  little 
from  each  other,  and  dill  pulling  the  peri¬ 
neum  back,  I  at  length  effected  a  complete 
redudlion  of  the  tumor,  when  it  was  about 
nine  o’clock  at  night.  I  then  went  home 
and  ordered  her  twenty  drops  of  thebaic 
tindture  with  gfs  of  cordial  confedlion,  fird 
begging  the  midwife,  a  very  intelligent 
careful  woman,  to  fit  by  her  with  her 
hand  to  the  parts,  efpecially  when  her 
pains  came  on,  to  prevent  a  return  of  the 
tumor ;  and  requeded  die  would  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  dilate  with  her  fingers  the  os  in¬ 
ternum.  She  after  this  flept  two  hours, 

,  when 
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when  her  pains  returned,  and  at  or  near 
four  in  the  morning,  fhe  was  happily  de¬ 
livered  of  a  fine  boy,  and  had  not  one  bad 
fymptom  during  her  lying-in. 

She  had  had  four  children  before  this, 
has  had  two  fince,  and  is  very  healthy, 
except  a  flight  bearing  down,  as  fhe  calls 
it,  after  working  very  hard. 


ARTICLE  XIV, 

An  Account  'of  two  Cafes  of  a  Bron- 
chocele ,  wherein  the  Ufe  of  burnt  Sponge 
appeared  to  have  a  very  confiderable 
Ef'eff :  By  Timothy  Lane,  F.  R.  S, 
and  Fellow  of  the  Medical  Society* 

Read  June  1 1,  1776. 

IN  the  month  of  January  1764,  a  young 
lady,  aged  about  feventeen,  applied  to 
me  for  a  Bronchocele,  which  fhe  had  per¬ 
ceived 
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ceivcd  growing  about  twelve  months.  The 
following  powders  and  mixture  were  or¬ 
dered. 

R  Pulv.  Milleped.  dj.  C in  nab.  Antlm.  3fs. 
Mer .  Alcaliz .  gr.  iij.  fat  Pulvis  Nolle 
et  Mane  fumendns . 

R  "Tartar folub.  5  ifs.  Aq,  purse,  %  vj.  Tintf. 
Stomach .  %j.  Syr .  Crociy  %ij.  Mifce 
fumat  Coch.j,  c<  fug.  Pulv.  fuperbibend . 
Cock.  iij. 

Thefe  medicines  proving  too  folutive, 
the  Tart,  folub.  was  omitted,  and  the  pow¬ 
ders  were  continued  rather  lefs  than  three 
weeks,  without  any  apparent  benefit ;  when 
I  was  informed  (by  whom  I  do  not  remem¬ 
ber)  that  a  lozenge  of  burnt  fponge  placed 
under  the  tongue  at  night,  going  to  bed, 
and  remaining  till  diffolved,  had  been  of 
ufe.  The  informer  being  a  perfon  of  fuf- 
ficient  credit,  induced  me  to  try  the  fol¬ 
lowing  lozenges. 

R  Spong .  Uft.  3/.  Syr .  Simp.  q.  ft  fiat 

Track,  vj. 


Thefe 


Medical  Society  of  London .  219 

Thefe  were  continued  lefs  than  a  month, 
when  the  tumor  quite  difappeared,  and 
has  not  returned  fince,  now  twelve  years. 

$ 

A  queftion  naturally  arifing  from  the 
above,  is,  whether  the  previous  medicines, 
*>r  the  lozenges,  fucceeded  ;  for  though  the 
decreafe  of  the  tumor  did  not  appear,  ma- 
nifeftly,  to  have  taken  place,  till  after  the 
ufe  of  the  lozenges ;  yet,  the  former  medi¬ 
cines  might  have  been  effectual. 

After  this,  two  perfons  applied  to  me, 
in  which  neither  medicines  nor  lozenges 
feemed  to  fucceed  effectually  :  one  a  fer- 
vant,  who  was  rather  better  for  them ;  but 
fome  circumftance  (probably  leaving  her 
place)  prevented  her  continuing  their  ufe. 

A  young  lady,  in  a  family  where  I 
was  viiiting,  having  a  Bronchocele,  where 
the  tumor  was  on  the  right  tide  of  the 
neck  only,  I  propofed  fome  lozenges  to 
put  under  the  tongue,  which  fhe  con¬ 
tented  to.  At  firft  flie  found  them  trou- 
blefome,  from  the  unufual  fen  fat  ion  in 

her 
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her  mouth,  but  in  a  fhort  time  they 
were  no  inconvenience,  fhe  going  to  fleep, 
as  ufual,  before  they  were  diffolved.  In 
about  a  month  fhe  feemed  apparently  re¬ 
lieved,  and  is  now  well,  having  con¬ 
tinued  them  about  four  months.  This 
young  lady  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  had  the  complaint  about  two  years 
before  I  faw  her.  After  ufing  the  lozenges 
about  three  weeks,  fhe  complained  of 
head-ach  >  fuppofing  it  to  arife  from  cof- 
tivenefs,  I  gave  fome  Infuf.  Senna1 ,  which 
relieved  her.  She  has  taken  no  medi¬ 
cine  fince,  fo  that  we  may  here  properly 
confider  a  real  effedt  to  have  arifen  from 
the  lozenges. 

Whether  the  fame  lozenges  ufed  in  the 
day-time,  would  not  do  as  well  as  at  night, 
fome  of  the  gentlemen  of  this  fociety  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  inquiring. 

• 

The  fafts  are  related  with  fimplicity, 
and  may  be  new  to  fome  perfons,  while 
others,  from  their  obfervations,  may 
favour  the  fociety  with  a  further  account 
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of  the  fame  diforder,  and  its  method  of 
cure ;  in  which  they  will  promote  the 
intention  of  the  writer  and  of  the  So¬ 
ciety. 

Alderfgate- Street, 

June  10,  1776. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

Cafe  of  Rheumatifm ,  cured  by  Electricity : 
By  Robert  Sherson,  F.  M.  S. 

Read  June  26,  1777. 

A  LADY  about  fifty  years  old,  the 
mother  of  many  children,  of  a  very 
nervous,  irritable,  and  fomewhat  fcorbutic 
habit,  fubjedt  to  fpafms  of  the  ftomach, 
and  erratic  pains  in  the  limbs  (which  fhe 
called  Gout).  She  was  often  troubled  with 
fevere  head-aches,  fo  as  to  be  confidered 
conftitutionah 


This 
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This  lady  complained  to  me,  about  three 
years  ago,  of  a  violent  and  conftant  acute 
pain  in  her  right  arm,  which  had  held  her 
for  above  a  month,  about  the  tendinous 
infertion  of  the  Deltoid  mufcle  ;  whenever 
the  endeavoured  to  extend  or  elevate  it, 
(he  fuffered  moft  exquifite  torture;  no  in¬ 
flammation  or  tumefadlion  was  obferved, 
nor  was  there  pain  from  preffure.  I  con¬ 
ceived  this  complaint  of  the.  rheumatic 
kind,  and  had  recourfe  to  the  alterative 
plan  :  fmall  doles  of  calomel ,  fulph .  antim . 
prccip .  with  opium  and  gum  guaiac .  were 
adminiflered  at  bed-time ;  alfo  neutral 
falts  in  decoct .  lign.  guaiac .  ter  in  die . 

Thefe  means  were  purfued  about  a  week, 
and  the  pains  were  fuppofed  to  be  allevi¬ 
ated  :  however,  fome  of  the  lady’s  friends 
leemed  uneafy,  becaule  (he  was  not  imme¬ 
diately  well ;  on  which,  an  eminent  phy- 
fleian  was  confulted,  who  directed  the 
extr .  cicutcc ,  the  dofe  to  be  increafed  gra¬ 
dating  till  our  patient  took  3/  Jingu/is  die- 
bus .  She  perfevered  in  this  courle  for  lix 
months,  her  complaints  gradually  becom¬ 
ing 
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ing  worfe.  From  this  tedious  and  unfuc- 
cefsful  trial,  flue  became  impatient ;  her 
phyfician  having  fignified  her  diforder  was 
the  effedt  of  a  latent  cancerated  humor  5 
die  had  therefore  no  chance  but  perfe- 
verance.  Under  thefe  unhappy  circum- 
ftances,  (he  determined  to  difeontinue  her 
medicine  ;  but  I  continued  to  vifit  her  occa- 
lionally,  at  the  requeft  of  her  friends. — 
Finding  die  had  no  hopes  from  medicine, 
I  exprefied  my  defire  floe  would  try  the 
effedt  of  electricity  ;  but  recommended  her 
firft  to  take  the  opinion  of  her  phyfician. 
She  would  not  fee  the  gentleman  die  had 
already  confulted  ;  but  applied  to  another, 
equally  eminent  in  the  profeflion,  who 
very  much  recommended  the  trial :  at  the 
end  of  the  fird:  week  there  were  evident 
marks  of  amendment,  by  abatement  of 
pain,  and  a  tranquillity  of  mind,  which 
confirmed  the  advantage  already  gained. 
The  undertaking  was  as  fortunate  as  could 
be  widied,  though  the  electrical  means 
were  not  applied  after  the  prefen t  improv¬ 
ed  manner,  but  in  gentle  (hocks :  through 
this  method  the  lady  was  recovered  in 
6  about 
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about  three  weeks,  from  the  moft  diftrefsfirf 
fituation  imaginable,,  and  has  been  free 
from  the  pain  of  her  arm  ever  fince.  I 
beg  leave  alfo  to  remark,  her  general  health 
is  improved,  and  her  head-aches  are  lefs 
frequent. 

Thefe  circumftanccs,  and  other  cafes  I 
have  feen,  lead  me  to  confider,  how  far 
we  ought  to  rely  on  the  cafes  given  by 
Dr.  Storck ;  for  Dc  Haen’s  Epiftle  de 
Cicuta  denies  fuch  happy  confequences 
having  ever  happened,  as  are  related  by 
the  DoCtor. 

I  fhould  be  happy  to  fee  the  opinion  of 
different  gentlemen,  well  verfed  in  practi¬ 
cal  eleCtricity,  how  far  the  various  oblcr- 
vations  they  have  made  thereon,  feems  an 
acquilition  in  Phyfic  ;  for  I  am  lorry  to 
find  fome  amongft  my  medical  friends, 
that  have  great  doubts  as  to  the  efficacy  of 
electricity,  in  any  diforder ;  but  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  I  have  feen  it  Angularly  beneficial 
in  lpafms  and  various  obftruCtions,  parti- 
cularly  of  the  rnenfes. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XVI. 

CV?/£  2/"  the  Stone ,  //z  the  Urinary  Bladder , 
fuccefsfully  treated ;  by  giving  Water 
impregnated  with  fixed  Air ,  by  Means  of 
Salt  of  Tartar,  and  weak  Spirit  of 
Vitriol :  By  Mr.  John  Harrison,  late 
Surgeon  at  Epsom,  now  of  Mount- 
Street,  Berkeley-Square.  Com¬ 
municated  by  Nathaniel  Hulme, 
M.  D.  &c. 

Read  March  20,  1786. 

MR.  John  Hobmap,  of  Epfom,  late 
Dantzick  Merchant,  was  the  fub- 
ie&  of  this  cafe.  He  was  a  well-made 
ftrong  man,  of  an  excellent  conftitution, 
and  before  this  complaint  could  walk  ten 
or  twelve  miles  a  day  with  great  eafe  to 
himfelf,  though  at  the  advanced  age  of 
feventy-four  or  five  years. 

He  had  been  afflicted  with  calculous 
iymptoms  about  two  years,  as  nearly  as  I 

vol.  1. 


can 
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can  remember,  before  I  was  confulted  ; 
and  was  lb  fully  convinced  in  his  own 
mind  of  having  a  ftone,  that  he  ufed  to 
exprefs  himfelf  by  faying,  “  That  he  felt 
“  the  weight  of  it  prefiing  on  the  neck  of 
<c  the  bladder.” 

/ 

He  never  had  a  Severe  fit  till  the  month 
of  January  1779,  when  he  was  Seized 
with  a  fuppreffion  of  urine,  to  relieve 
which  I  was  obliged  to  pafs  the  catheter,  in 
order  to  draw  off  his  water. 

The  inftrument  firuck  again  ft  the  ftone 
in  fo  remarkable  a  manner  as  to  affect  both 
the  ear  and  the  touch  very  lingularly,  and 
rather  furprifed  me,  notwithstanding  I 
had  been  previously  acquainted  by  him 
that  there  was  certainly  a  ftone  in  the 
bladder.  Its  magnitude  I  fuppofed  to 
have  been,  from  the  found  and  touch, 
about  the  fize  of  a  Small  pullet’s  egg,  and 
rather  globular.  A  few  days  afterwards  I 
was  obliged  to  introduce  the  catheter  again 
to  bring  away  the  water,  and  found  the 
itone  preSling  on  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 

which 
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which  receded  the  moment  that  the  instru¬ 
ment  touched  it,  and  then  a  quantity  of 

paliSh  urine  ran  freely  oft'. 

# 

From  the  almoft  continual  irritation  of 
the  ftone,  and  Mr.  Hobman’s  advanced 
age,  his  cafe  was  by  fome  deemed  fatal. 
Neverthelefs,  having  paid  great  attention 
to  him,  I  was  of  a  different  opinion ;  ap¬ 
prehending  from  his  native  Strength,  that 
he  had  ftamina  equal  to  fupport  him  fome 
years  longer  y  a  Sufficient  reafon  I  thought 
to  juftify  the  trial  of  fome  lithontriptic  me¬ 
dicine* 


With  this  view  I  propofed  a  lixivium  to 
be  given,  as  prepared  by  Mr.  Lane,  an  in¬ 
genious  apothecary  in  Alderfgate-Street. 
The  phyfician  who  was  confulted,  preferred 
the  ufe  of  water  impregnated  with  fixed 
air,  by  means  of  fait  of  tartar,  and  weak 
Spirit  of  vitriol,  as  recommended  by 
Dr.  Hulme  in  a  Treatife  published  in  the 
year  1778,  intituled,  “  A  Safe  and  eafy  Re- 
“  medy,  propofed  for  the  Relief  of  the 
i(  Stone  and  Gravel,  the  Scurvy,  Gout, 

“  &c/’ 


tc 
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"  &c.”  but  with  which  I  was  not  at  that 
time  acquainted. 

This  lithontriptic  medicine  was  given 
twice  a  day,  and  after  our  patient  had 
taken  it  about  feven  or  eight  weeks,  to  the 
beft  of  my  recolleftion,  he  was  fuddenly 
relieved  one  evening,  by  a  large  difcharge 
of  cretaceous,  or  rather  flony  matter  in 
the  urine,  without  any  pain  or  inconve¬ 
nience.  It  ran  from  him  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  night  involuntarily, 
while  he  was  afleep  as  well  as  when  he 
was  awake.  It  foaked  through  the  bed, 
and  facking  of  the  bedftead,  and  ran  upon 
the  floor,  ftaining  it  with  a  wrhitifh  gray 
hue,  or  rather  with  the  colour  of  free- 
ftone.  The  powder  left  behind  upon  the 
floor,  and  in  the  chamber-pot,  was  almoft 
as  fine  as  if  it  had  been  levigated.  He 
never  obferved  any  calculous  matter  to  be 
voided  in  his  urine  before  the  ufe  of  this 
medicine,  and  the  whole  of  it  was  dis¬ 
charged  in  the  fpace  of  five  or  fix 
days. 


From 
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From  this  time  all  fymptoms  of  a  ftone 
in  the  bladder  difappeared,  and  he  re¬ 
covered  his  ftrength  much  quicker  than 
people  in  general  do  at  his  time  of  life  ; 
but  was  not  able  to  walk  fo  well  afterwards 
as  before ;  the  fit  feeming  to  have  weakened 
his  feet.  I  advifed  him  to  perfevere  in  the 
ufe  of  the  lithontriptic,  left  fome  fragment 
of  the  calculus  might  remain,  which  he 
did  for  two  or  three  months  longer. 

In  January  1781,  he  complained  of 
coftivenefs  and  piles,  and  that  his  urine  did 
not  pals  fo  freely  as  before,  but  rather  with 
a  contra  died  ftream.  Some  lenitive  elec¬ 
tuary  with  fulph .  prcecipit.  were  prefcribed  ; 
and  I  recommended  him  to  ufe  the  medi¬ 
cine  of  Dr.  Hulme  again,  but  could  not 
prevail  upon  him.  By  means  of  the  above 
eledtuary,  and  ol.  ricin .  he  feemed  to  be  re¬ 
lieved,  During  the  year  1782,  he  took 
hut  very  little  medicine,  and  his  com¬ 
plaints  were  generally  as  laft  mentioned,  . 

In  1783,  befides  an  habitual  coftivenefs, 
he  was  frequently  feized  with  an  haemor- 

3  rhoidal 
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rhoidal  flux  while  at  ftool,  and  voided  at 
different  times  large  quantities  of  blood, 
Thefe  were  attends  d  with  a  frequent  te- 
nefmusy  and  retention  of  urine ;  which 
induced  me  to  think  that  fome  part  of  the 
ftone  remained  ftill  undilfolved,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  once  more  entreated  him  to  begin 
with  the  lithontriptic,  but  in  vain. 

On  the  28th  of  October  1784,  his  com¬ 
plaints  becoming  almoft  infupportable,  he 
fent  for  me,  and  I  adviled  the  immediate 
ufe  of  an  emollient  enema  to  be  thrown  up 
twice  a  day,  with  a  view  to  foment  the 

parts,  and  empty  the  inteftines. 

*  *  ' 

October  29.  He  could  at  this  time 
hardly  pafs  any  urine  ;  but  by  throwing  up 
an  enema ,  it  enabled  him  by  dribblets  to 
make  about  a  pint. 

October  30.  By  fitting  over  the  fteam 
of  hot  water,  put  into  a  clofl  flool-pan 
and  frequently  renewed,  for  the  fpacc  of 
an  hour,  his  urine  dripped  flowly  away, 
but  he  palled  a  very  indifferent  night. 

October 
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O&ober  31.  This  day  there  was  aN 
1110ft  a  total  fuppreffion  of  urine ;  but  he 
had  three  ftools  without  affiftance. 


\ 

November  1 .  He  informed  me  that  he 
had  made  a  little  urine  in  the  night ;  but 
that  it  was  evacuated  with  the  greateft  dif¬ 
ficulty.  On  examination  I  found  that 
there  was  an  enlargement  of  the  proftate 
gland.  An  emollient  injection  was  ad- 
miniftered  in  the  evening,  and  an  anodyne 
draught  was  given  at  bed-time. 


November  2.  In  the  evening  he  had  a 
total  fuppreffion  of  urine ;  and  an  enema 
was  thrown  up,  which  procured  him  three 
or  four  ftools. 


November  3.  About  four  o’clock  in  the 
morning  I  was  called  to  him,  and  on  my 
arrival  informed  that  he  could  pafs  no 
urine.  As  foon  as  a  warm  bath  could  be 
prepared,  he  was  put  into  it,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  after  he  had  been  immerfed,  he 
voided  about  a  pint  of  water.  When  he 
came  out  of  the  bath  he  was  put  into  a 

0^4  warm 
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warm  bed,  and  a  cardiac  anodyne  draught 
was  given,  which  procured  him  four  hours 
good  fleep.  When  he  awoke,  he  madq 
more  water.  An  emullion  of  ol.  ricin .  was 
occafionally  adminiftered,  which  kept  the 
body  gently  open. 

November  4.  A  difficulty  of  urine  con¬ 
tinuing,  I  endeavoured  to  pafs  the  ca¬ 
theter,  as  the  frequent  life  of  the  warm 
bath  occafioned  faintnefs,  but  was  pre¬ 
vented  by  a  ftridlure  in  the  urethra . 

November  5.  His  urine  came  away  of 
itfelf,  fo  as  to  occafion  no  further  uneafi- 
nefs,  a  general  atony  now  prevailed,  and 
he  was  attacked  with  a  violent  diarrhoea . 

November  6.  From  this  day  to  the 
1 2th  (on  which  he  expired)  he  daily  grew 
worfe,  and  the  diarrhoea  refitted  every 
effort  made  ufe  of  to  check  or  fupprefs 
it. 


The  day  after  his  death,  I  was  permitted 
to  infpedt  the  body.  The  urinary  bladder 

contained 
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contained  about  a  quart  of  water,  but  not 
the  leaft  calculous  concretion  was  found 
therein.  Its  coats  were  rather  thinner  and 
fofter  than  ufual,  and  the  innermoft  one 
had  put  on  a  dark  gangrenous  appearance. 
The  neck  of  the  bladder  was  much  in¬ 
flamed,  particularly  on  its  external  part; 
and  alfo  the  whole  length  of  the  reftum . 
The  kidnies  were  found,  and  without  any 
ftone  or  gravel.  The  ureters  were  fome- 
what  enlarged.  In  the  urethra  was  found 
a  ftridture,  feemingly  caufed  by  inflamma¬ 
tion,  and  the  preffure  of  the  proftate  gland, 
which  was  indurated  and  enlarged.  All 
the  other  vifcera  were  perfectly  found,  and 
J  never  faw  a  finer  fubjedt  opened. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XVII. 

A  Cafe  of  Hydrops  Ovarii  and  Afcites :  By 
William  Freu  cn,Surgeon9andF.M.  S, 

tm 

Read  November  19,  1776. 

MRS.  Prodter,  of  Red-Lion-Pafiage, 
in  the  pariflh  of  St.  George  the 
Martyr,  about  the  time  of  ceffation  of  her 
menfes,  laboured  under  a  variety  of  com¬ 
plaints,  which,  after  many  years  continuance, 
terminated  in  a  fwelling  of  the  abdomen. 

She  was  prefcribed  for  by  many  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  faculty,  without  the  lead 
fuccefs. 

As  the  tumor  increafed,  her  inclination 
for  food  alio  increafed ;  and  at  length  fhe 
became  fo  clamorous,  that  die  never  was 
eafy  but  when  taking  nourifhment. 


She 


Medical  Society  of  London .  235 

She  had  a  ftrong  prepofleffion  there  was 
fome thing  alive  in  her  belly  ;  and  on  de¬ 
claring  this  to  gentlemen  of  the  faculty, 
who  occafionally  vifited  her,  their  minds 
were  diverted  from  the  proper  caufe  of  her 
complaint,  and  their  compaffion  excited 
to  provide  her  with  the  neceffaries  of  life. 
Nine  or  ten  years  elapfed  before  the  lead: 
fluctuation  was  perceptible ;  at  length, 
however,  it  was  clearly  felt,  and  the  poor 
woman  confented  to  be  tapped,  as  the 
only  means  of  prolonging  life ;  but  foe 
•died  early  in  the  morning  of  that  day  the 
operation  was  intended  to  have  been  per¬ 
formed. 

Her  body  was  opened  by  Mr.  Langley, 
Surgeon,  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
her  Apothecary,  and  myfelf.  We  firft 
drew  off  about  feven  gallons  of  water,  by 
means  of  a  trocar  ;  On  dividing  the  pari- 
etes  of  the  abdomen,  a  large  fubftance  pre- 
fented,  extending  from  the  pelvis  to  the 
diaphragm  ;  this  was  found  to  be  the  right 
ovarium ,  divided  into  many  cyfts,  and 
containing  a  fluid  of  different  degrees  of 

infpiffation. 
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infpiflation.  The  abdominal  vifcera  ap*. 
peared  no  otherwife  difeafed,  than  what 
might  reafonably  be  expedted  from  the 
quantity  of  extravafated  fluid.  By  the 
prefliire  of  the  enlarged  ovarium ,  the  na¬ 
tural  fituation  and  form  of  the  flomach 
was  altered  in  fuch  manner  that  the  pylorus 
was  the  moft  depending  part  of  it,  conle- 
quently  incapable  of  retaining  the  food  flic 
received,  a  fufficient  length  of  time  for  the 
purpofe  of  digeftion.  A  certain  degree 
of  diftention  in  the  ftomach  is  certainly 
neceflary  to  create  fatiety ;  and  as,  in  this 
patient  s  fituation,  that  could  not  pofllbly 
take  place,  we  may  naturally  conceive  that 
whatever  was  received  into  that  vifcus, 
pafled  immediately  into  the  duodenum , 
and  thence  along  the  courfe  of  the  in- 
teftines :  thefe  alfo  having  loft  their  aflimi- 
lating  power,  the  abforption  through  the 
lacteals  muff  be  very  defective,  and,  per¬ 
haps,  ferve  to  explain  the  caufe  why  the 
patient  was  conftantly  defirous  of  food,  and 
extremely  languid  during  the  interval  be-* 
tween  her  meals. 


Having 
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Having  found  fufficient  caufe  for  the 
fuffering  and  death  of  the  patient,  we  pur- 
fued  our  difledtion  no  farther. 

The  flaccid  ftate  of  the  integuments  of 
the  abdomen,  after  difeharging  the  fluid, 
and  the  extreme  thicknefs  of  the  cyfts  of 
the  ovarium ,  would  (in  the  living  fubjedt) 
have  rendered  a  fecond  perforation  diffi¬ 
cult  to  be  performed  ;  and,  at  beft,  nothing 
more  could  be  expedted  than  temporary 
relief. 

*  1 

N.  B.  This  cafe  is  prefented  to  the 
Medical  Society  for  its  Angularity,  more 
than  for  any  practical  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  it. 
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ARTICLE  XVIIL 


A  Cafe  of  Angina  Veil  or  is:  By  Joseph 
Hooper,  Surgeon ,  &:c* 


Read  April  io,  1785. 

N  eminent  tradcfman  in  the  neigh- 


^  bourhood  of  this  city,  aged  about 
forty-five  years,  of  ftature  rather  fhort, 
tending  to  corpulency,  and  fhort-necked, 
who  accudomed  himfelf  to  fpend  his  con¬ 
vivial  hours  rather  too  freely,  had,  for 
three  years  pad,  been  fubjed  to  a  pain  in 
his  left  fide :  which,  however,  wras  not  fo 
confiderable  as  to  claim  much  attention, 
or  induce  him  to  feck  medical  afliftance, 
till  about  fix  months  before  he  died,  when, 
having  caught  cold  upon  a  journey,  it 
grew  more  troublefome,  attended  writh  a 
fhort  dry  cough,  for  which  he  was  let 
blood,  and  took  fuch  medicines  as  gene¬ 
rally  afford  relief  under  fuch  fymptoms, 
9  and 
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and  from  which,  though  he  found  fome 
abatement  of  his  complaints,  fo  as  to  pur¬ 
ine  his  bufinefs,  yet,  in  about  a  month 
after,  the  cough  and  pain  increafed  to  a 
degree  beyond  what  he  had  hitherto  felt, 
with  an  acute  darting  pain  from  his  breaft, 
quite  through  to  his  back,  a  coniiderable 
dyfpncea ,  and  feverifh  heat  at  times ;  his 
pulfe  was  hard  and  quick,  though  not  full 
nor  irregular.  At  this  time  he  could  not, 
without  much  difficulty,  lie  but  on  the  left 
fide ;  and  found  the  eafieft  pofture  was 
fitting  with  his  body  inclining  forward, 
whilfl  a  gentle  p  re  flare  was  made'  on  the 
fide  affedted.  Exercife,  or  drinking  any 
thing  hot  or  pungent,  increafed  his  pain 
and  difficulty  in  breathing,  but  bleeding 
and  gentle  eccoprctics,  which  were  fre¬ 
quently  repeated,  generally  afforded  fome 
benefit ;  and  anodynes  were  now  and  then 
interpofed  to  blunt  the  violence  of  his 
fufferings.  And,  indeed,  though  two  emi¬ 
nent  Phyficians  of  this  city  exerted  their 
utmoft  for  his  relief,  they  could  only  pro¬ 
cure  him  temporary  truces,  till,  at  length, 
his  diftrefs  was  fo  great  that  he  could  lie 


no 
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no  otherwife  than  on  his  back,  bolftered 
high  with  pillows  ;  nor  could  he  get  any 
reft  for  many  nights  and  days  previous  to 
his  death,  a  day  or  two  before  which  we 
could  perceive  a  greater  fulnefs  at  the  left 
bypochondrium>  than  at  the  right,  which 

convinced  us  of  what  we  had  before  fuf- 

♦  * 

peded,  that  a  tumor  of  fome  fort  was 
formed  in  the  cheft. 

The  next  morning,  purfuailt  to  his  own 
requeft,  I  opened  the  body,  in  company 
with  another  Surgeon  who  is  now  abroad, 
in  the  ufual  manner ;  but  upon  dividing, 
though  with  the  greateft  precaution,  the 
cartilages  from  the  ribs,  in  order  to  raile 
the  Jiernum ,  blood  iffued  very  copioufly, 
from,  as  I  then  fuppofed,  the  cavity  of 
the  thorax ;  but  on  a  further  examination, 
I  found  it  to  be  from  within  the  pericar- 
dium>  dilated  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  fill 
entirely  the  left  cavity  of  the  thorax , 
pufhing  downwards  the  diaphragm,  to 
which,  as  well  as  the  pleura  on  that  fide, 
it  adhered  univerfally,  except  at  the  fupc- 
rior  part,  where,  after  having  feparatcd  the 
i  pericardium 
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pericardium  with  my  fingers,  we  perceived 
the  left  lobe  of  the  lungs  comprefled  quite 
under  the  clavicle,  to  that  degree  as  to  be 
no  broader  or  thicker  than  the'  palm  of 
One’s  hand,  arid  fo  firm  as  to  refemble  (in 
cutting  through  its  fubftance)  a  fteatoma- 
tous  tumor.  The  right  cavity  was  likewife 
confiderably  ftraightened  by  the  diftenticii 
of  the  pericardium ,  though  the  lobe  of 
that  fide  did  not  appear  to  be  unfound. 
As  great  part  of  the  blood  which  had  thus 
diflended  the  pericardium ,  unavoidably 
efcaped  by  the  above-mentioned  incifion, 
we  could  not  be  fo  exadt  as  to  the  quantity 
as  we  wifhed  to  have  been,  but,  from  the 
nearefl:  computation,  we  agreed  it  could 
not  be  lefs  than  five  pints.  The  blood  ap¬ 
peared  quite  fluid,  free  from  coagula ,  and 
in  colour  more  like  venous  than  arterial. 
After  having  emptied  the  pericardium ,  and 
wiped  its  internal  furface  clean  with  a 
fponge,  we  attentively  fearched  for  the 
fource  of  this  phenomenon,  but  were  un¬ 
able  to  find  the  leaf:  veftige  of  a  rupture, 
either  in  the  heart  or  any  of  its  large  or 
coronary  veflels ;  fo  that,  though  we  eafily 
voLw  i.  R  found 
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found  the  immediate,  we  could  not  trace 
the  remote  caufe  of  his  death.  The  heart 
appeared  found  and  in  its  natural  ftate. 

A  cafe  fomewhat  fimilar  to  the  above  is 
related  by  Dr.  William  Thomfon,  in  the 
fourth  volume  of  the  Medical  Obfervations 
and  Inquiries.  And,  though  it  is  with 
regret,  we  mull  confefs,  that  hiftories  of 
this  kind  promife  but  little  towards  the  ef¬ 
fectual  relief  of  fuch  of  our  fellow-creatures 
as  may  in  future  labour  under  the  like 
irremediable  affliction,  yet,  if  they  fhould, 
by  throwing  fome  light  upon  the  lubjeCt, 
tend  to  enable  practitioners  to  form  a  juft 
knowledge  of  the  difeafe,  as  w^ell  as  a 
prognoftic  of  the  event,  they  will  at  leaft 
contribute  to  the  advancement  of  the  me¬ 
dical  fcience,  and  the  reputation  of  its 
profeffors.  For  as  Profper  Alpinus  de 
preefagienda  Vita  &  Morte  juftly  obferves, 
€t  Juvat  quinetiam  maxime  Medicos:  In 
“  morbis  aentis  exitialibufque,  qui  pra?- 
“  cognitam  futuram  aegrotantium  mortem 
“  ubi  affldentibus  pra?dixerint,  mortis  culpa 

plane  vacare  folent ;  segrotofque  audito 

44  prognoftico 
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<c  prognoftico  non  medicorum  culpa,  fed 
“  morborum  vi  interemptos,  affidentes  ju- 
<c  dicant.  Quod  li  antea  exitium  non 
“  praedixerint,  ipforum  aut  ignorantiae,  aut 
“  negligentiae  mortem  omnes  adferibunt, 
“  interiifle  que  medicorum  caufa  pro  cer- 
“  to  habent.” 


ARTICLE  XIX. 

• 

Cafes  of  Hydrophobia :  Communicated  by 
James  Johnstone,  M.  D.  C.  M.  S„ 
S.  R.  M.  Ed.  S.  Ph'yfician  to  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Infirmary  ^Worcester  ; 
Member  of  the  Philosophical  and 
Liter  ary  Society  o/’M  an  Chester, 
and  of  the  Philosophical  Society  of 
Bath:  With  Reflections  on  the  Prevention 
and  ‘Treatment  of  Perfons  bitten  by  mad 
and  hydrophobic  Animals . 

Read  November  21,  1785. 

Case  I. 

GEORGE  POLLOCK,  aged  forty- 
five  years,  by  trade  a  Blackfmith,  was 
admitted  the  5  th  of  March,  1750,  a  patient 

R  2  of 
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of  the  Royal- Infirmary  at  Edinburgh! 
about  the  end  of  November,  he  had  been 
bit  by  a  mad  dog,  on  each  fide  his  left  leg, 
a  little  above  the  ancle  ;  the  wounds  bled 
freely,  and  were  wafhed  with  common  fpi- 
rits  immediately  :  the  next  day  he  was  bled, 
and  bathed  the  fores  in  fait  water,  and,  in 
about  thirty  hours  after  the  accident,  put 
himfelf  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Dundas,  at 
that  time,  a  phylician  of  conliderable  prac¬ 
tice  in  Edinburgh,  who  ordered  fixteen 
ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  the  arm, 
and  the  following  bolus,  two  of  which 
were  taken,  each  of  the  two  fucceeding 
days,  without  producing  any  very  fenfiblc 
effect* 

R  Cinnab.  natrv.  Cbm.  fafiit .  aa  gr.  xxiv. 

Mofcb<  gr .  xvi. fyr.facch.  q.  s.f.  bolus. 


He  was  then  ordered  to  take  a  drachm 
and  half  of  the  pulvis  antily[fusy  every 
morning  in  a  little  milk,  for  four  morn¬ 
ings,  to  ufe  the  cold  bath  forty  days  fuc- 

ceffively. 
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ceffively,  and  to  drefs  the  fores  with  paej> 
curial  ointment. 

He  omitted,  however,  the  cold  bath  the 
laft  eight  days,  and  latterly  the  ulcers  were 
dreffed  with  ungnentwn  baflicon ,  in  (lead  of 
unguentum  mercui~iale ,  by  thefe  means  the 
fores  were  kept  open  for  a  month  or  up¬ 
wards  :  he  had  no  pain  from  them,  but  the 
matter  difcharged  was  always  thin  and  fa¬ 
mous,  and  at  no  time  good  pus .  How¬ 
ever,  he  made  no  complaint  till  the  3d  of 
March,  in  the  afternoon  of  which  day  he 
felt  a  pain  and  weaknefs  about  the  loins,  os 
facrnm ,  thighs,  and  falfe  ribs,  attended 
with  heat,  and  fharp  pain  in  making  water  $ 
next  day  he  complained  of  (harp  pain  in 
the  abdomen,  and  about  eight  o’clock  in 
the  morning  began  to  have  that  aversion 
and  difficulty  in  fwallowing  liquids,  which 
afterwards  increafed  extremely,  fo  that  when 
admitted  into  the  hofpital,  he  could  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  drink  any  thing  without  a  moft 
dreadful  effort ;  the  attempt  always  occa- 
fioning  his  fetching  deep  lighs,  and  being 
affected  with  an  univerfal  horror,  and  fuch 

R  3  violent 
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violent  fpafms  in  the  organs  of  deglutition, 
as  almoft  endangered  his  being  choked  ; 
yet,  at  no  other  time  did  he  complain  of 
any  pain  about  his  throat,  or  of  heat  there, 
and  fwallows  bread  and  folid  food  without 
any  difficulty ;  his  other  pains  grow  every 
hour  more  fevere,  and  they  are  increafed 
conftantly  when  he  endeavours  to  drink  : 
he  laid  he  would  willingly  drink,  did  not 
fomething,  which  he  cannot  deferibe,  ren¬ 
der  the  thought  and  fight  of  liquids  dif- 
agreeable  ;  and  an  attempt  to  take,  and 
fw allow  them  an  inluperable  difficulty,  and 
a  violence  which  he  cannot  account  for. 
He  has  not  llept  for  forty-eight  hours  ;  his 
tongue  is  white  and  dry ;  his  urine  fmall  in 
quantity  but  high  coloured;  regular  in  ftools; 
his  pulfe  feverilh  and  hard,  and  not  much 
altered  by  his  attempts  to  fwallow  liquids. 

Dr.  Rutherford,  ProfefTor  of  Medicine, 
and  at  the  time  Clinical  Lefturer,  being 
much  attached  to  the  do&rines  of  Boer- 
haave,  determined  to  try  the  antiphlogiftic 
method  in  this  cafe, and  ordered  the  patient, 
who  had  been  let  blood  in  the  morning,  to 

lofc 
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lofe  gradually  the  large  quantity  of  fixty- 
fix  ounces  more ;  from  this  evacuation  he 
became  fick,  and  a  little  faint,  and  his  pulfe 
fomewhat  fmaller  and  flower,  though  by  no 
means  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  blood 
he  had  loft.  The  blood  was  not  fizy,  but 
abounded  with  ferum  ;  the  craffamentum ,  of 
a  florid,  fcarlet  colour,  and  its  texture  loofe, 
like  the  blood  of  hyfteric  women  ;  the 
Dodtor  alfo  ordered  his  head  to  be  fhaved, 
and  often  embrocated  with  equal  parts  of 
vinegar  and  water,  and  a  flice  of  lemon  with 
fugar  upon  it,  often  to  be  given  him  ;  alfo, 

R  Rad .  Gramin.  ^  ij.  FruB.  Lamar  in  d .  %  j. 
coque  ex  Aq.  font,  lb  if  ad  Vbij.Jub 
finem  adclendo 

Rad.  Liquor  it,  %  fs.  Colaturce  cap .  unc  ij . 
omni  femihora . 

R  Sal.  Nitri  pulv.  3 ij .  Divide  in  dofes  vj. 
cap.  nn am  omni  bihorio  in  haujlu  de¬ 
co  cl  i. 

R  Deco  cl.  Commitn.  lb/.  Mellis  %j.  Sal. 

Nitri  3  ij.  m.  pro  Enemate  omni  quart  a 

bora  injiciend. 

% 

He  was  ordered  panada  for  his  food. 

R  4  Eight 
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Eight  o’clock  at  night,  the  clyfter 
brought  away  indurated  fceces ,  in  fifteen 
minutes  after  it  was  injeded.  Has  taken 
four  dofes  of  the  decodion,  and  fome  pa¬ 
nada.  His  urine  high,  drops  fome  fedi- 
jnent ;  the  pulle  beats  about  ninety-eight 
ftrokes  in  a  minute  ;  his  pains,  and  heat 
in  making  water  are  leflened,  but  his 
averfion  and  horror  of  liquids  are  undimi- 
nfihed. 

The  profeflor  ordered  the  medicines  al¬ 
ready  prefcribed  to  be  continued,  and  to 
take  after  bathing  his  feet,  the  following 
draught. 

R  Syr .  Diacodii  %j.  repet endam  intra  fpa - 
tium  trium  horarum  (i  opus  Jit . 

R  Spir.  Vitriol .  dulc.  ^  /}.  cap .  gytt*  xxx. 
fcepius  cum  potu  communi . 

Tuefday,  March  6,  at  fix  o’clock  in  the 
morning.  Laft  night,  about  nine  o’clock, 
the  injedion  was  thrown  in,  and  his  feet 
afterwards  bathed,  from  which  a  clammy 
fweat  followed :  for,  the  noife  of  the 


water 
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water  made  by  his  feet,  made  him  fhiver, 
figh  often,  and  look  wild  about  him.  His 
pulfe  at  the  time  beat  1 1 5  ftrokes  in  a 
minute,  with  an  unufual  tremor  in  it.  His 
urine,  made  in  the  night,  paler :  he  had 
two  clyfters  and  two  anodyne  draughts, 
after  which  he  flept  two  hours  at  different 
times ;  being  pretty  free  from  pain,  unlefs 
when  urged  to  drink,  at  which  time  pains 
in  the  belly,  beginning  at  the  pit  of  the 
ftomach,  come  on,  and  are  attended  with 
frequent  lighings,  and  violent  convulfion. 
Directions  are  punctually  obferved.  la 
giving  drink,  it  was  remarkable,  that  he 
always  took  a  fecond  or  third  draught  with 
lefs  reluCtance  than  the  firft,  and,  there¬ 
fore,  two  or  three  draughts  were  commonly 
given  him  fucceffively. 

Eleven  o’clock.  The  pe  diluvium  pro¬ 
duced  an  hour’s  fleep,  and  his  pulfe  rofe : 
his  pain  in  making  water  gone,  but  Hydro¬ 
phobia  increafed ;  he  cannot  take  any 
liquid,  and  has  an  extreme  averfion  to  any 
thing  which  looks  like  a  fluid,  or  in  which 
any  fluid  has  been  contained ;  but,  when, 

his 
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his  eyes  are  (hut,  or  covered,  he  can  ft  ill 
drink. 

Seven  o'clock  at  night.  He  complains 
of  a  Hounding  pain,  as  he  calls  it,  in  his 
belly  and  fmall  of  his  back  :  which  is  moft 
acute  on  moving,  or  fitting  up,  in  his  bed. 
When  he  drinks,  which  he  never  does 
without  horror  and  convulfion,  he  feels 
a  ftinging  pain  in  his  ftomach,  but  none 
in  his  mouth  or  throat.  Immediately  after 
drinking,  he  fweats  about  his  head  and 
breaft,  with  vehement  efforts  to  vomit, 
though  nothing  comes  up.  His  pulle  hard, 
beats  104  flrokes  in  a  minute ;  his  tongue 
white  and  foul,  fauces  red,  urine  pale  :  he 
had  a  clyfter  which  operated  twice,  but 
brought  away  nothing  but  dime  ;  his  hands 
cold. 

Ten  o’clock  at  night.  He  goes  on  as 
before  directed,  attempts  to  drink  with  the 
fame  reluctance,  horror,  and  convulfive 
motions,  with  deep  fighings ;  and  after 
thefc,  retchings,  vomiting,  increafed  quick- 
nefs  of  pulfe,  and  return  of  pains.  He 

fpits 
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fpits  faliva  with  great  quicknefs,  and  with 
averfion.  If  it  falls  on  his  hand,  he,  as 
quickly,  wipes  it  off,  yet  does  not  com¬ 
plain  that  it  taftes  amifs.  He  never  offers 
to  fpit  upon,  or  moleft  any  one.  He  fome- 
times  flumbers  for  a  few  minutes,  but  it  is 
interrupted  by  deep  fighs  and  convulfions. 
His  pulfe,  after  bathing,  rofe  to  120  ftrokes 
in  a  minute ;  though  it  has  continued  ge¬ 
nerally  at  100  ftrokes  with  interruptions. 
He  voided  an  ounce  of  turbid  urine,  and 
took  panada  with  the  ufual  reluctance,  and 
a  dofe  of  Syr.  e  Mecon.  after  which  he 
flept  half  an  hour. 

Wednefday,  March  7.  Eight  o’clock  in 
the  morning.  He  was  quite  delirious  be¬ 
twixt  fix  and  feven,  but  is  now  pretty  fen- 
ftble.  He  makes  ftrong  efforts  to  drink, 
though  now  for  the  moft  part  ineffectually. 

if  '  £ 

Eleven  o’clock  forenoon.  Thefe  efforts 
to  drink  always  produce  belchings,  retch¬ 
ings  to  vomit,  and  pains,  which  begin  in 
the  lower  regions  of  his  belly,  and  fqueeze 
'every  thing  upwards  towards  his  ftomach, 

attended 
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attended  with  convulfions  and  deep  drawn 
fighs.  His  eyes  are  diimally  wild,  red, 
and  inflamed  talks  much  concerning  his 
wife  and  family,  with  great  affe&don ;  fpeaks 
in  a  religious  drain,  and  fays  he  is  dying. 
Pulle  quick,  but  very  weak  and  intermit¬ 
ting.  He  has  had  two  bolufes.  R  Mofch . 
puh.  9y}.  Conf  Rofar,  q-ff  Bolus .  Con¬ 
tinue  them  every  hour,  and,  as  he  cannot 
fwallow  any  thing,  let  the  clyfters  and 
embrocation  be  ufed  the  oftener.  R  Sal \ 
Nitr .  Sac  char,  alb .  aa.  p.  redige  in  puh . 
a  little  of  this  to  be  given  frequently. 

Four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  He  had 
a  Mofch .  bolus  about  one  o’clock,  and 
Opii  gr .  ij .  was  offered,  which  he  could 
not  fwallow.  In  fpite  of  every  effort  to 
relieve  him,  the  fymptoms  of  death  ap¬ 
proach,  with  intermitting  pulfe,cold  fweats, 
cold  extremities ;  and  in  attempting  to 
drunk  with  h  is  ufual  courage,  he  was  vio¬ 
lently  convulfed,  the  liquor,  as  in  one 
choked,  regurgitated  back  through  his 
noftrils,  he  fetched  a  deep  figh,  reclined 
his  head,  and  expired.  He  never  had 

been 
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been  furious,  or  in  the  leaft  inclined  to 
offer  violence  or  mifchief  to  any  one ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  was  fomewhat  anxious 
left  he  fhould  be  the  occafion  of  it.  A 
looking-glafs  was  frequently  held  before 
him,  but  it  never  difcompofed  him  in  the 
leaft. 

Next  day  his  body  was  opened  by  Mr. 
G.  Lauder,  at  that  time  a  celebrated  Sur¬ 
geon  in  Edinburgh.  The  ftomach  was 
much  contracted  in  its  ordinary  fize,  and 
contained  nothing.  The  fmall  guts  feem- 
ed  found,  only  the  ileum  feemed  a  little 
inflamed,  and  a  few  livid  fpots  were  feen 
uoon  it.  The  fac  of  the  colon  was  near 
as  large  as  an  ordinary  perfon’s  head,  and, 
befides  air,  contained  a  large  quantity  of 
faeces.  It  was  obferved,  that  the  inteftines 
were  much  out  of  their  ufual  fituation  and 
order.  The  liver  appeared  £  little  livid ; 
the  gall-bladder  much  diftended  with  bile, 
which  tinged  very  confiderably  the  adja¬ 
cent  parts  of  the  colon  and  omentum . 
Nothing  unufual  was  obferved  in  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  thorax ;  and  the  further  exa- 

9  ruination 
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ruination  of  the  larynx  and  pharinx,  and 
the  opening  of  the  cranium,  were  pre¬ 
vented  by  the  Surgeon’s  finger  being  acci¬ 
dentally  cut,  which  made  it  improper  for 
him  to  proceed. 

Dr.  Rutherfoord,  at  this  time  profeffor 
of  the  practice  of  phyfick  and  clinical 
lecturer,  long  celebrated  as  an  able  prac¬ 
titioner,  as  well  as  teacher  of  medicine, 
in  Edinburgh,  attended  this  patient  with 
the  mod:  anxious  and  humane  care  ;  and 
in  die  ledture  which  he  gave  on  the  cafe 
he  candidly  retraced  an  opinion  which  he 
had  learned  from  Boerhaave,  and  which 
had  dire&ed  the  meafures  he  took.  He 
laid  he  was  convinced  now,  that  the  Hydro¬ 
phobia  is  a  fpafmodic,  and  not  a  high  in¬ 
flammatory  difeafe.  That  though  bleeding 
may  be  ufeful  in  preventing  furioufnefs, 
neither  that,  nor  the  proper  antiphlogiftic 
method,  are  to  be  depended  upon,  as  the 
proper  cure  of  the  Hydrophobia :  that  in 
fuch  cafes,  after  bleeding  once  or  twice,  he 
would  order  Sal  Succini,  Mofch ,  and  Opium , 
and,  perhaps,  blifters.  lie  thought  bathing 

and 
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and  other  prophylactics  fhould  never  be 
negleCted,  but  profeffed  no  great  confidence 
in  the  Pulvis  Antilyjfus ,  which  had  about 
that  time  been  warmly  recommended  by 
Dr.  Mead,  but  which,  I  believe,  has  fince 
fallen  into  difufe. 

This  cafe  may  be  found  recorded  in  the 
books  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  ;  but  Dr.  Johnftone  having  been  an 
attentive  obferver  of  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  illnefs,  gives  it  from  his  own  notes 
taken  at  the  time. 

•  ✓  * 

Worceiler,  October  24^  1785. 


Case  II. 

By  Edward  Johnstone,  M.D.  Phyjician 
to  the  General-Hospital  in  Bir¬ 
mingham,  and  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Medical  Society  at  Edinburgh. 

A  UGUST  16,  1784,  I  was  fent  for  to 
^  Charles  Bullock,  of  Weft- Brom wick, 
a  fine  lively  boy,  aged  four  years,  of  a 

ftrong 
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ftrong  vigorous  habit  of  body.  On  Friday 
the  9th  of  July,  be  was  bit  on  the  right 
cheek,  and  juft  under  and  above  the  right 
eye,  by  a  mad  dog.  The  wounds  were 
final],  bled  little,  and  foon  healed,  leaving 
enly  a  flight  mark  on  the  cheek,  and  a 
fear  under  the  eye.  The  next  day  he  be¬ 
gan  the  ufe  of  the  Ormfkirk  medicine, 
which  he  took  in  the  manner  directed  in 
the  paper  given  with  it,  and  fome  of  the 
powder,  mixed  with  a  little  digeftive,  wa$ 
applied  to  the  wounds.  He  feemed  to  en¬ 
joy  his  ufual  health  and  fpirits  till  the  1  5th 
of  Augufl:,  except  that  about  a  fortnight 
•f*  before  that  time,  he  was  one  afternoon 
very  dull,  and  pafled  a  reftlefs  night,  but 
was  as  well  as  ufual  the  next  day.  On  the 
morning  of  the  15th  he  appeared  very  low 
and  fpiritlefs,  had  little  appetite,  his  breath 
was  oblerved  to  be  very  offenfive,  and  he 
complained  of  a  pain  fhooting  from  the 
part  where  he  had  been  bitten,  to  the  teeth. 

t  His  father  faid,  at  the  fall  of  the  moon,  though 
he  did  not  appear  to  be  certain  of  it. 


He 


Medical  Society  of  London.  257 

He  had  a  very  refllefs  night,  and  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  1 6th,  Mr.  Beardmore,  an 
eminent  Surgeon  and  Apothecary,  was  called 
to  him,  who  immediately  defired  affiftance. 

I  faw  him  about  twelve  o’clock,  when 
he  was  walking  about  a  room,  in  which  a 
number  of  people  were  collected,  with  an 
appearance  of  great  anxiety  and  horror, 
and  a  peculiarly  fierce  look  ;  he  ftarted  on 
my  entering,  and  expreffed  great  apprehend 
fions  of  being  fent  to  the  fait  waters,  but 
was  much  compofed  and  pleafed  on  my 
affuring  him  he  fhould  not  go  there.  I 
then  defired  him  to  drink  fome  final!  beer, 
he  immediately  turned  away,  changed  co¬ 
lour,  expreffed  the  •.  greateft  horror  and 
averfion,  and  was  feized  with  a  catching  of 
his  breath,  and  convulfive  motions  of  the 
mufcles  about  the  throat n ;  but  upon  its 
being  removed,  foon  recovered  his  ufual 
compofure,  and  without  difficulty  eat  fome 
bread  and  butter.  A  bafon  of  water  was 

*  The  fame  fymptoms  were  likewife  brought  on  by 
his  being  expofed  to  a  ftream  of  air. 
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afterwards  brought  in,  without  his  per¬ 
ceiving  it  at  firfl ;  but  as  foon  as  he  cart  his 
eye  that  way,  he  (hewed  great  uneaiinefs, 
and  upon  putting  his  hands  into  it,  was  im¬ 
mediately  feized  with  univcrfal  tremor  and 
convuliive ‘motions  of  the  mulclcs  about 
the  throat,  attended  by  a  kind  of  fobbing 
half  refpiration,  and  fuch  an  inexpreffible 
anxiety  and  gloomy  horror  of  countenance, 
fuch  a  fierce  fcowling  look  of  the  eyes,  as 
no  language  can  give  an  adequate  idea  of, 
but  which  if  once  feen  can  never  after- 
wards  be  miftaken. 

The  diforder  being  too  clearly  afcertained, 
I  ordered  him  to  be  put  into  a  warm  bath, 
which  was  done  fuddenly,  but  univerfal 
convulfions  immediately  took  place,  at¬ 
tended  with  an  appearance  of  fufFocation, 
which  laded  fome  feconds  ;  his  breathing 
gradually  returned,  with  a  noife  fimilar  to 
that  uttered  during  each  cough  in  the 
chincough,  or  in  the  croup,  and  he  at  the 
fame  time  deje&cd  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  vifcid  frothy  matter.  Being  fully  per- 
fuaded  of  the  mifchief  of  this  practice,  I 

dire&ed 
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directed  a  bolus  compofed  of  Lart.  Emetic . 
Op.  pur.  aa.  gr.  fs.  Mofch.  gr.  vj.  to  be 
given  immediately,  and  to  be  repeated 
every  hour;  and  the  following  injection  to 
be  adminiftred  every  three  hours* 

R  Afcefoetid.  %Ji.  folve  in  Aq.  puleg .  %vj. 
Lin  Bur.  Thebaic.  3 ij .  Mac .  Gum.  Ara¬ 
bic.  %ij.  M. 

R  Mijlur.  precedent.  %  ij.  Jufcul.  ovin* 
3  iv.  M.  Fiat.  Enema. 

Unguent.  Mercur .  fort,  to  be  rubbed  into 
the  lower  part  of  the  face  near  the  wound, 
round  the  neck,  and  other  parts  of  the 
body,  as  often  and  in  as  large  quantity  as 
poffible. 

9 

In  the  evening  he  feemed  much  better, 
and  on  being  alked  to  take  fome  tea,  with 
great  refolution,  though  with  difficulty, 
fwallowed  a  fpoonful,  which  immediately 
brought  on  the  fame  fymptoms  as  before. 
I  faw  him  by  fix  o’clock  of  the  morning 
on  the  17th;  he  had  palled  a  very  reft- 
lefs  night,  the  recumbent  pofture  always 

S  2  bringing 
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bringing  on  the  paroxyfms  of  the  difordcr. 
He  had  only  taken  two  bolufcs,  but  the 
glyftcrs  had  been  given  regularly  and  ftaid 
up  ;  and  a  very  confiderable  quantity  of 
mercurial  ointment  had  been  rubbed  in. 
His  pulfe  was  much  weaker  than  before, 
and  very  fluttering  and  variable.  Upon 
endeavouring  to  walk  he  reeled  confider- 
ably,  and  was  almoft  conftantly  endea¬ 
vouring  to  fpit  out  the  frothy  vifcid  faliva , 
which  feemed  very  troublefome  to  him°. 
Upon  being  de fired  to  eat  fome  bread  and 
butter,  he  took  it  into  his  mouth,  and 
immediately  fpit  it  out  and  feemed  to  be  in 
great  agony.  I  direfted  four  ounces  of 
the  mixture  with  Afafftid.  and  Tinct.  T’he-  ‘ 
bale,  to  be  injected  as  before,  and  half  a 
grain  of  crude  opium  to  be  given  every 
half  hour,  if  it  could  be  got  down  ;  a 
blifter  to  be  applied  to  the  nape  of  the 
neck,  and  the  mercurial  ointment  to  be 
uled  as  before.  He  only  took  two  dofes 
of  the  opium. 

o  It  is  remarkable  that  be  was  anxious  left:  the  faliva 
fhould  fall  upon  thofe  about  him,  and  frequently  defired 
them  to  get  out  of  his  way,  when  going  to  fpit. 

About 
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About  eleven  o’clock  he  was  feized  with 
violent  convulfions,  particularly  about  the 
mufcles  of  the  throat,  but  affeCting  mo  ft 
of  the  other  mufcles  of  the  body,  during 
which,  he  fnatched  at  thofe  who  were 
near  him,  and  made  a  noife  like  a  perfon 
fuffocating  :  this  fit  lafted  near  half  an 
hour,  and  afterwards  he  was  perfectly 
exhaufted  for  fome  time,  and  fell  into  a 
cold  clammy  fweat.  Thefe  convulfive  fits, 
alternating  with  fainting  ones,  continued, 
with  very  fhort  intervals,  till  four  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  when  he  expired. 


Ref  e Elions  on  the  Prevention  and  Treatment 
of  Perfbns  bitten  by  mad  and  hydrophobic 
Animals:  By  James  Johnstone, 
M.  D.  &c.  &e.  &c.  §cc. 

1  .  Y  BEG  leave  to  add  fome  reflections 
A  to  thefe  cafes.  The  firft  cafe  forms 
a  kind  of  epoch  in  the  treatment  of  the 
Hydrophobia ,  which  is  now  univerfally  ac¬ 
knowledged  and  treated  as  a  convulfive 
difeafe,  not  without  fome  hope  of  fuccefs, 

S  3  if 
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if  we  may  credit  Sauvage,  and  other 
French  writers  of  reputation ;  alfo,  the 
cafe  treated  fuccefsfully  by  Dr.  Nugent, 
and  one  or  two  more  related  in  the  medical 
tranfadlions  of  the  college. 

2.  Hydrophobia,  or  an  averfion  and 
horror  to  liquids,  is  its  true  definition. 
A  rabies  with  a  mifchievous  defire  of  biting 
( See  defin .  Linn.)  is  in  man,  I  believe, 
feldom  unufual,  much  lefs  a  conftant 
lymptom  in  this  difeafe.  This  averfion 
or  horror  is  produced  in  the  mind  by 
the  adtion  of  the  poifon  on  the  nerves, 
which  occafions  fpafms  in  the  throat,  re¬ 
markably  aggravated  by  every  attempt  to 
fwallow  liquids  in  particular,  and  accom¬ 
panied  with  various  fpafmodic  pains  about 
the  pr<?cordia,  which  are  excited  and  in 
every  part  increafed  by  the  appearance, 
found,  and  touch  of  any  fluid.  It  is  then 
a  fpafmodic  angina ,  and  the  averfion  to 
fwallow  may  in  part  be  an  averfion  to 
pain  :  but  other  anginas  are  painful  with¬ 
out  this  horror ;  I  therefore  conclude,  that 
hi  the  Hydrophobia  it  partakes  of  delirium. 

♦  3-  The 
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3.  The  attempting  to  conquer  this 
averfion  to  the  fwallowing  of  liquids,  pro¬ 
duces  dreadful,  and,  finally,  fatal  fpafms ;  in 
the  firft  inftance  in  the  pharynx,  perhaps 
from  the  falival  liquors  being  peculiarly 
tainted  with  the  poilon  ;  alfo  the  cefophagus 
and  ftomach,  and  all  the  parts  in  the  ab-' 
domen  furniihed  with  nerves  from  the 
fplanchnic  nerves,  and  from  that  great 
centre  of  nervous  fympathy  and  adtion, 
the  great  femi-lunar  ganglion,  called  by 
fome  cerebrum  abdominale ;  which  convul- 
fions,  in  their  continuance  and  progrefs, 
difturb  the  natural  and  vital  fundtions,  and 
finally  arreft  the  motion  of  the  heart. 


4.  During  the  Hydrophobia ,  the  falival  li¬ 
quors,  and  thofe  perhaps  which  lubricate  the 
cefophagus  and  primce  vice ,  being  ftrongly 
impregnated  with  this  fatal  poifon  ;  may 
not  the  abhorrence  of  fluids  which  cha- 
radterizes  the  difeafe,  and  which  makes 
the  fwallowing  of  them  fo  dreadful,  bd 
owing  to  the  baneful  ftimtilus  of  vene- 
mous  faliva  on  the  nervous  and  irritable 
furface  of  the  fauces  and  primce  vice  ? 

S  4  And 
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And  are  not  thefe  fpafms,  efforts,  however 
ineffectual,  of  irritability,  and  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  life  to  throw  off  this  poifon  ?  It 
is  certain  that  antimony  and  many  vege¬ 
table  poifons  are  deleterious  and  fatal,  as 
well  as  the  poifon  of  the  viper  and  mad 
dog,  though  not  difcernible  by  tafte. 

i 

5.  RefpeCting  the  treatment  of  this 
poifon,  and  fuch  as  are  unfortunately  likely 
to  fuffer  by  it :  I  apprehend  the  fureft  pre¬ 
ventive,  is  (after  wiping  off  and  wafbing  it 
away  as  much  as  can  be  done)  to  cut  away, 
or  icarify  the  bitten  part  immediately,  and 
to  deftroy  it  by  cauftic  or  aCtual  cautery. 
(See  here  the  method  of  M.  Le  Roux. 
Appendix.)  This  is  to  be  done  as  early  as 
poffible,  and  beyond  the  depth  and  extent 
of  the  bite.  If  this  be  done  immediately, 
and  no  particle  of  the  venemous  faliva  be 
left  in  the  wound,  the  patient  by  this  ope¬ 
ration,  and  by  fuppuration  kept  up  for  two 
months,  by  digeftive  ointments,  armed  with 
red  precipitate,  will  be  in  perfect  fecurity  p. 

r  The  misfortune  of  M.  R - y,  (hews  this  external 

treatment,  even  v.  hen  early  performed,  by  a  very  able 
Surgeon,  docs  not  give  abfolute  fecurity,  and  that  other 
means  of  prevention  deferve  attention. 

At 
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At  whatever  time  afterwards  medical 
affiftance  is  called  for,  the  fame  local  treat¬ 
ment  is  to  be  enjoined  :  and  it  is  not  to  be 
omitted,  even  when  fymptoms  of  Hydro¬ 
phobia  are  threatened,  or  appear,  as  the 
hiflory  of  the  difeale  fhews,  that  the  fpafms 
which  affedt  the  throat  always  arife  from 
the  bitten  part. 

But  this  prophylaxis,  though  never  to 
be  negledted,  cannot  be  fuppofed,  and,  in 
experience  has  not  been  found,  to  give 
the  fame  conftant  fecurity,  which  it  affords 
when  done  inftantly  after  the  bite.  In 
fuch  circumftances,the  prophyladtics  which 
have  been  found  moft  ufeful  in  preventing 
the  progrefs  and  virulent  effedts  of  this 
poifon,  on  the  blood  and  nervous  fyftem, 
muft  be  had  recourfe  to. 


6.  Mercury  has  been  found,  in  extenfive 
experience,  to  be  a  very  effectual  preven¬ 
tive  of  Hydrophobia ,  and,  in  fome  inftan- 
ces,  has  affifled  coniiderably  in  curing  it : 
in  the  difcreet  application  of  this  antidote,- 
both  externally  and  internally,  and  in 

adding 
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adding  thereto  the  antifpafmodic  and  tonics, 
Peruvian  bark.  Valerian  root,  Mofch.  and 
opium,  the  phyfician  will  probably  give 
fecurity  to  his  patient,  in  moil  inftances,  if 
not  at  in  all. 

t 

# 

The  ufual  courfe  which  this  poifon  takes, 
indicates  the  application  of  mercury  to  the 
bitten  part,  by  applying  it  there,  and  by 
rubbing  it  around  it ;  and  alfo  to  the  fauces , 
where  it  will  mix  with  the  faliva  and 
mucus  in  the  pharynx,  cefophagus ,  and 
primce  vice ,  and  obviate  the  tendency  of 
the  poifon  in  its  moil  deftru&ive  courfe 
and  period. 

But  the  quantity  of  thefe  mercurial  ad- 
miniftrations  muft  never  be  fo  great,  as  to 
excite  filivation,  or  confiderably  weaken 
or  difturb  the  body. 

w 

In  an  adult,  half  a  drachm  of  ftrong  oint¬ 
ment,  charged  with  camphire,  fhould  be 
applied  to  and  rubbed  near  the  wound 
daily. 

And 
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And  two  grains  of  calomel  ought  to  be 
rubbed  every  evening  within  the  mouth, 
enjoining  the  patient  to  fwallow  his  fpittle 
for  fome  time  afterwards :  in  this  way,  it 
will  mix  with  the  faliva ,  and  pafs  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  prime?  vice,  and, 
while  it  keeps  the  body  open,  will,  in  a 
fmall  quantity,  mix  with  the  lymph  and 
blood ;  and  without  difturbance  or  lofs  of 
ftrength  will  meet  and  correct  the  poifon, 
if  it  enters  the  habit. 


In  very  young  patients,  and  delicate 
ones,  the  quantity  may  be  diminifhed,  or 
in  ftronger  ones  increafed. 

After  a  fortnight,  the  calomel  fhould  be 
intermitted,  and  a  cathartic  given,  and  an 
opiate  in  the  evening,  after  the  cathartic. 


In  ten  days  time  the  calomel  fhould  be 
refumed  for  another  fortnight,  followed  ' 
with  a  purge  and  opiate,  and  intermitted 
once  more  for  ten  or  twelve  days,  after 
which  it  may  be  again  ufed  a  fortnight  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  then,  if  no  fymp- 

toms 
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toms  appear,  the  ufe  of  mercury  may  be 
laid  afide,  and  the  patient’s  lafcty  pre¬ 
fumed  upon. 

If  the  patient’s  reft  be  difturbed,  or  any 
deje&ion,  hurry,  or  melancholy  appears, 
he  ought  to  ufe  while  this  courfc  is  going 
on,  Mofch.  opium,  aflafeetida,  and  a  drachm 

A 

of  an  eledtuary  of  P.  Cort .  Peruv.  P.  R . 
Valerian .  aa.  p .  ce.  twice  in  the  day,  as 
occafions  require. 

If  any  tendency  to  Hydrophobia  appears, 
the  dofe  of  calomel,  or  quantity  of  mer¬ 
curial  unftion,  fhould  be  continued  and 
greatly  increafed. 

Emetics  of  Turbith  mineral  have  been 
found  of  great  ufe  in  preventing  Hydro¬ 
phobia,  and  certainly  ought  to  be  repeat¬ 
edly  given,  with  opiates  afterwards,  to 
allay  the  hurry  of  nerves,  if  any  of  the 
forerunning  fymptoms  of  Hydrophobia  ap¬ 
pear. 


Emetics, 
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Emetics,  even  of  milder  operation,  as 
well  as  the  Turbith,  mu  ft  be  highly  ufe- 
ful,  by  evacuating  the  faliva  and  flime,  if  at 
all  tainted,  from  the  throat  and  ftomach. 

I  lurry  of  nerves,  arifing  from  the  reme¬ 
dies  or  the  difeafe,  require  great  attention, 
and  muft  be  removed  by  Mofch.  and  opium. 
To  difpel  anxious  fear,  and  to  fupport 
hope  and  cheerfulnefs,  are  indifpenfibly 
neceflary  in  preventing  Hydrophobia . 

Thefe  are  the  means  of  prevention  and 
cure  I  ihall  purfue  when  occaftons  offer ; 
they  will  not  always  fucceed,  but  I  know 
no  better,  and  none  fo  much  fupported  by 
experience  and  authority,  or  fo  clofely 
connected  with  the  real  phenomena  of  the 
difeafe.  In  every  difeafe,  the  beft  found¬ 
ed  methods  are  fometimes  unfuccefsful : 
but  to  this,  above  all  others,  the  intro¬ 
ductory  aphorifm  of  Hippocrates  has  the 
jufteft  application  ;  Qccajio  Preeceps>  &c. 
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APPENDIX. 

I  PROPOSE  to  give  here  a  fhort  view 

% 

of  the  methods  recommended  in  the  inge¬ 
nious  papers  published  in  the  Second  Part 
of  the  Hiftory  and  Memoirs  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Medicine  at  Paris,  1783,  on  the 
fubjedt  of  Canine  Madnefs. 

The  following  is  the  method  recom¬ 
mended  by  M.  Le  Roux.  Having  difco- 
vered  the  direction  and  full  dimenfions  of 
the  part  bitten,  by  the  mad  animal,  the 
wound  muft  be  dilated  with  a  biftory 

'  round  its  whole  circumference,  and  a  crofs* 

» 

ftar-like,  to  make  the  furface  larger  than 
the  bottom  of  the  wound.  The  tendons 
and  larger  veffels  are  to  be  avoided  as  much 
as  poffible  in  making  thefe  incifions.  The 
wound  is  to  be  allowed  to  bleed  freely, 
and  to  be  wafhed  with  foap-water,  or,  the 
part  is  to  be  dipped  in  a  bath  of  it,  and  then 
to  be  dried  with  lint,  and  covered  till  the 
next  day.  After  removing  the  firft  drel- 
fing,  a  Ikewer  of  wood  dipped  in  deli- 

quefeent 
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.  *•  %  «  • 

quefcent  butter  of  antimony,  is  to  be  made 
to  touch  every  part  of  the  wound,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  bottom  and  edges  thereof,  and 
even  the  furrounding  ikin.  Every  part 
touched  with  this  cauftic  becomes  imme¬ 
diately  white,  and  burnt  to  a  greater  depth, 
even  of  fome  lines.  A  bliftering  plafter 
is  then  applied  over  the  wound,  and  wide¬ 
ly  beyond  it,  and  this  finifhes  the  fecond 
drefling.  M.  Le  Roux  does  not  apply  the 
liquid  butter  of  antimony  the  firft  drefling, 
becaufe  the  blood  would  dilute  and  pre¬ 
cipitate  the  cauftic  into  a  kind  of  powder 
of  algaroth,  which  is  not  cauftic.  He  pre¬ 
fers  the  potential  cauftic  to  the  adtual 
cautery,  becaufe  it  gives  lefs  terror  and 
pain,  and  burns  more  precifely  to  the  de- 
ftred  depth,  and  the  efchars  are  fooner  fe- 
parated.  He  has  only  twice  met  with 
wounds  in  parts  dangerous  to  be  burnt, 
yet  he  repeated  afterwards  his  tendernefs, 
as  both  the  patients  died  hydrophobic : 
when  fo  ferious  a  malady  is  to  be  feared, 
facrifices  muft  be  made,  and  he  will  not 
avoid  them  in  future.  The  blifters  are 
cut  and  drefled  the  next  day,  and  frefh 

9  butter 
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butter  applied  to  the  wound,  till  the  efehar 
falls  off,  which  happens  in  a  week  :  after 
this,  the  wound  is  kept  open  in  abundant 
fuppuration,  by  putting  in  feveral  peas,  or 
gentian  root,  of  a  fize  proportioned  to  that 
of  the  wound.  As  the  flefh  fprings  up,  it 
is  to  be  burnt  again  with  the  butter  of 
antimony,  and  frefli  bidders  are  again  and 
again  applied ;  for  the  wound  muft  not  be 
allowed  to  heal  till  after  forty  days.  Byf 
this  method  alone  he  fecures  his  patients, 
and  gives  no  other  internal  remedy,  except 
a  few  drops  of  Spir.  VoL  Alcalin .  and  not 
that  always. 

M.  Baudot  is  perfuaded  that  the  effects 
of  the  bite,  however  extenfive  they  may 
become,  proceed  from  adtion  of  the  poi- 
fon  on  the  part  originally  bitten  only. 
x\fter  cleanfing  and  vvafhing  the  part  with 
fait  water,  he  applies  a  bliftering  plafter, 
which  covers  the  wound,  and  extends  con¬ 
fidently  beyond  it :  he  afterwards  rubs 
mercurial  ointment,  with  the  addition  of 
camphor,  very  plentifully  all  around  the 
bitten  part,  and  over  it ;  to  thefe  he  adds 

6  bathings 
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bathings  and  friftions  with  warm  oil ;  this 
treatment  is  continued  fifteen  or  twenty 
days,  by  which  means  only,  he  believes 
the  mercury  deftroys  the  virus  fixed  on 
the  nerves  in  the  wounded  part,  and,  that 
the  oil  in  relaxing  thefe  parts,  affifts  in 
hindering  the  ulterior  propagation  of  thofe 
fpafms,  which  would  otherwife  have  ex¬ 
tended  their  aftion  to  the  falivary  glands, 
and  have  excited  Hydrophobia .  A  very 
great  number  of  attefted  cafes  are  pro¬ 
duced  in  fupport  of  the  efficacy  of  this 
preventive  method.  If  he  be  called  to 
fuch  as  have  not  been  early  treated  in  this 
manner,  and  who  are  threatened  by  fymp- 
toms  of  Hydrophobia ,  he  orders  fcarifi- 
cations,  in  addition  to  the  former  method, 
with  bleeding  ;  nitre  in  apozems  ;  opium, 
with  other  antifpafmodics.  His  fuccefs  was 
very  confiderable  in  every  ftage  of  the 
difeafe,  the  actual  Hydrophobia  excepted, 
which  proved  always  irrefiftibly  fatal* 

M.  Bouteille,  in  a  very  methodical  and 
well-written  Efiay,  agrees  nearly  in  ap¬ 
proving  the  lame  mild  local  treatment  as 

vol.  1.  T  M*  Baudot, 
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M.  Baudot,  by  ablutions  and  blifters  ;  yet 
recommends  alfo  fcarifications  and  cautery 
when  flridtly  neceffary.  He  is  alfo  high  in 
the  commendation  of  mercurial  ointment, 
rubbed  in  daily  near  the  wound,  and  applied 
to  it ;  which,  in  his  opinion,  both  draws  out 
the  poifon  from  the  wound,  and  corre&s 
it  (6 1.)  and,  at  the  fame  time,  eafcs  the 
fpafmodic  pains  arifing  from  the  virulence 
of  the  poifon  :  but  thinks  a  mercurial  fali- 
vation  both  ineffectual  and  pernicious.  If 
the  wound  be  cicatrized,  when  fymptoms 
of  Hydrophobia  appear,  he,  in  that  emer¬ 
gency,  recommends  the  application  of  cau- 
flic,  or  adtual  cautery,  to  the  part,  to  open 
an  external  paffage  to  the  poifon,  which  he 
prefumes  to  be  (fill  adting  there. 

The  mercurial  method  of  preventing 
Hydrophobia ,  which  had  been  cenfured  as 
uncertain,  and  in  fome  cafes  hurtful,  by 
M.  Le  Roux,  is  very  warmly  adopted  and 
recommended  by  Me  if.  Baudot  and  Bou- 
teille*  •though  on  different  principles ;  and 
fo  to  fliun  exciting  falivation,  which  had 
been  a  mode  in  France,  after  M.  Sauvage 

had 
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had  published  his  ingenious  Diflertation 
fur  la  Rage. 

This  mercurial  method  is  the  only  one 
depended  upon  and  recommended  in  the 
Memoir  of  M.  Bonel,  de  la  Blagerefle, 
who  trufts  entirely  to  mercurial  fridtions, 
and  to  laxative  mercurial  pills,  to  be  con¬ 
tinued  for  about  three  weeks ;  and  occa- 
fionally  to  be  purged  off  by  an  increafed 
dofe  of  the  pills,  fo  that  falivation  may  be 
obviated :  he  applies  to  the*  wound  mer¬ 
curial  ointment  only.  He  treated  five  hun¬ 
dred  patients  in  this  method,  without  a 
fingle  mifearriage  ;  and  believes  the  fame 
medicines  in  double  or  triple  dofes,  with 
the  addition  of  Mofcb .  and  other  antifpaf- 
modics,  to  be  an  effectual  cure  in  the  Hydro¬ 
phobia  itfelf :  of  which  he  has  no  hiftory 
to  produce,  as  he  had  constantly  fucceeded 
by  his  preventive  method. 

M.  Mathieu,  maitre  en  Chirurgie,  in 
Perigorde,  after  bleeding  and  purging, 
depends  altogether  on  copious  mercurial 
friftions,  to  excite  falivation,  unlefs  the 

T  z  mercury 
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mercury  occafions  Tome  other  evacuation 
which  will  fupply  its  place.  He  fays,  the 
Hydrophobia  yields,  as  it  were,  by  enchant¬ 
ment  when  the  falivation  appears ;  and  it 
muft  be  kept  up  more  or  lets,  according  to 
the  degree  of  the  difeafe  and  ftrength  of 
the  patient. 

Many  inftances  have  been  produced  in 
the  courfe  of  thefe  Memoirs,  in  which  in¬ 
dividuals  were  feized  with,  and  carried  off 
by,  Hydrophobia ,  notwithstanding  mercury 
had  been  very  early  and  amply  ufed,  even 
to  falivation  :  be  it  fo ;  but  this  does  not 
invalidate  other  refpedtable  teftimonies, 
that  in  a  prodigious  number  of  inftances 
Hydrophobia  had  been  prevented,  and  in 
others  cured  by  it :  hear  the  refpedtable 
Sauvage,  who  concludes  a  mafterly  work 
in  the  following  words,  “  apres  bien  de 
i4  recherches,  V  ignore  que  ce  remede  ait 
“  encore  manque,  etant,  meme  applique 
€i  quand  la  Rage  etoit  de  claree How 
few  infallible  remedies  can  we  boafl;  of  in 
other  difeafes :  lhall  we  then  quit  this 
fingle  anchor,  becaufe  it  has  failed  as 

others 
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others  have  done  before,  though  it  is 
granted  to  have  fucceeded  fometimes. 

D.  Metzlar,  a  German  phyfician,  in  a 
very  elegant  and  learned  Latin  Differta- 
tion,  the  lait  published  in  this  volume,  on 
the  prevention  and  cure  of  Hydrophobia , 
concludes  thus,  “  Haud  aliud  in  terribili 
“  hoc  morbo,  habetur  remedium  quam 
“  mediante  ferro  inftituta  Inuftio/’ 

To  this  opinion,  the  Royal  Society  of 
Medicine  feem  indireftly  to  have  added 
their  refpedtable  authority,  by  crowning 
the  Memoir  of  M.  Le  Roux,  with  their 
firft  prize ;  their  fecond  being  fhared  be¬ 
twixt  Meff.  Baudot  and  Bouteille,  for  their 
ingenious  Memoirs,  and  by  their  pofitive 
declaration,  that  the  external  treatment, 
which  con  lifts  in  deftroying  the  part  into 
which  the  virus  is  infufed,  is  indifpen- 
fable,  and  the  moft  important,  without 
which  all  the  other  proceedings  are  uncer¬ 
tain  ;  and,  that  among  thefe  laft,  fuch  as 
diforder  the  animal  ceconomy,  or  ftrongly 

T  3  affecft 
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affefl:  the  nerves,  expofe  the  patient  to 
more  or  lefs  danger.  ( HijL  de  la  Med .  p.  2.) 

Happy  will  it  be,  if  this  indecifion  rcfpeCt- 
ing  internal  remedies,  excite  an  early  and 
cautious  care  of  the  unfortunate  objects  of 
thefe  Memoirs,  and  alfo,  make  the  practi¬ 
tioners  of  the  healing  art  more  fuccelsful 
in  their  future  applications,  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  diligent  in  the  ufe  of  the  beft 
means  already  difeovered. 

Worceftcr,  December  24,  1785. 


ARTICLE  XX. 

General  Remarks  and  Cautions  refpedling 
fome  Cafes  in  Surgery :  By  Jon  atha n 
Wat  hen,  Efq.  Surgeon ,  and  Fellow  of 
^Medical  Society. 

Read  March  1 1 ,  1771. 

T  T  has  been  frequently  remarked,  that 
what  are  denominated  capital  cafes, 
and  operations,  are  too  apt  to  engrofs  our 
attention,  to  the  negledf  of  thofe  of  an 
inferior  clafs ;  which,  neverthelefs,  by  their 

number 
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number  and  frequency,  become  of  great, 
if  not  of  equal  importance  to  the  former ; 
fince  there  is  hardly  any  one  cafe,  however 
trivial  it  may  feem,  to  which  not  only  the 
patient’s  welfare,  but  our  own  reputation, 
may  fall  a  ficrifice.  I  remember  an 
inftance  of  this  kind,  where,  for  want  of 
due  attention,  an  excellent  furgeon  and 
able  anatomift  treated  a  diflocated  fhoulder 
as  a  ftrain.  A  furgeon  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  greatly  inferior  to  the  former  in 
point  of  real  abilities,  was  privately  con* 
fulted,  a  fortnight  after  the  accident : 
he  declared  the  arm  was  ont>  and  imme¬ 
diately  reftored  it  to  its  place.  The  firft 
mentioned  furgeon  was  thereby  obliged  to 
quit  his  fituation,  for  one  at  a  great 
diftance,  where,  by  more  attention  to  the 
minima ,  as  well  as  the  major  a ,  he  acquired, 
and  juftly  deferved,  the  greateft  reputation 
in  his  profeffion. 


The  number  and  variety  of  fuch  kind  of 
cafes  are  indeed  almoft  infinite,  and  require 
not  only  an  extenfive,  but  a  particular  and 
difcriminating  knowledge  and  attention, 
without  which,  we  cannot  form  their  juft 

T  4  diagnojisy 
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diagnofiSy  prognoJisy  or  method  of  cure* 
The  firft  of  thefe  ought  to  be  made  as 
early  as  we  can,  for  our  own  direction  ;  nor 
muft  we  here  folely  depend  on  precedents 
or  prior  observations,  fince  cafes  arife 
every  day  which  we  have  neither  feen 
or  read  of,  yet  neverthelefs  admit  of  a 

clear  and  certain  expofition. — Mrs.  S - , 

near  Aldgate,  hod  for  fome  time  an  ob¬ 
stinate  ulcer  on  the  infide  of  her  left  leg. 
I  perceived  a  white  tough  dough  at  the 
bottom  of  the  fore — a  Swelling  about  the 
fize  of  a  finger  extended  upwards,  from 
the  ulcer  to  the  knee — and  below  it  to  the 
heel,  with  a  rednefs  of  the  ikin,  and  an  ex¬ 
treme  fenfibility  upon  touching  or  moving 
the  leg.  On  laying  hold  of  the  afore- 
mentioned  Hough  with  the  forceps,  its 
upper  attachment  was  felt  at  the  kn*e,  its 
lower  at  the  heel.  This  appeared  to  me 
then,  and  now  is,  for  ought  I  know  to  the 
contrary,  an  unprecedented,  at  leaft  an 
unregiftered  cafe  y  neverthelefs,  the  locality, 
continuity,  and  fenfation  at  the  heel  and 
knee,  afforded  a  certain  diagnojis ,  that  the 
muf cuius  plantar  is  pedis  was  the  fubjed  of 

the 
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the  inflammation :  and  the  floughy  appear- 
ance  a  proof  of  the  partial  if  not  total  de^ 
ftrudtion  of  its  texture,  A  reparation  took 
place,  and  I  extracted  the  whole  of  that 
long  thin  mufcle,  which  is  now  in  my  pof- 
feflion,  though  greatly  altered  and  mutila¬ 
ted.  The  wound  healed  firmly  afterwards, 
without  any  fenfible  inconvenience  to  the 
patient. 

I  need  fcarcely  obferve,  that  a  tolerable 
knowledge  in  phyfiology,  and  pathology, 
are  antecedently  neceflary ;  as  well  as  a 
quick  difcernment  and  fagacity,  in  order 
to  form  an  early  and  juft  diagnojis . 

Mifs  S - —  had  the  misfortune  to  hurt 

her  elbow  by  a  violent  fall,  and  that  joint 
was  greatly  diftorted  ;  but  fwelled  fo  fpeed- 
ily  as  not  to  admit  of  an  accurate  examina¬ 
tion.  All  proper  means  were  ufed  for 
reducing  the  fwelling,  but  fo  much  time 
elapfed  before  it  lubfided,  that  the  diftor- 
tion,  and  partial  aiflocation,  now  apparent, 
were  fo  fixed,  as  to  render  reduction  as 
imprudent  to  attempt,  as  impoffible  to 

eftedt. 
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efted.  This  cafe  was  doubly  fatal ;  the 
young  lady’s  arm  remains  deformed,  ufelefs, 
and  daily  waftes  away,  with  never-ccaling 
pain  :  and  the  furgeon  who  attended  it  from 
the  firft  is,  (however  unjuftly)  the  conftant 
fubjed  of  cenfure  wherever  the  patient 
appears,  or  her  misfortune  is  the  fubjed  of 
converfation.  It  is  pretty  certain  that 
every  proper  method  was  ufed,  and  nothing 
omitted,  that  was  the  leaft  eflential  to  her 
recovery.  Nevertheleis,  for  want  of  form- 
ing  a  juft  diagnojis  at  the  firft,  and  alfo 
divulging  a  cautious  and  early  progiiojis 
of  the  event,  which  might  eafily  have  been 
afeertained,  the  furgeon  has  greatly  fuffered 
in  his  reputation ;  nor  will  the  patient  or 
her  friends  ever  believe  the  cafe  to  have 
been  well  underftood,  or  properly  treated. 

The  tendons  and  their  thec<z>  are  liable 
to  various  injuries — a  pundure,  a  bruife, 
a  ftrain,  See.  produce  primary  fymp- 
toms  very  different  from  each  other. 
Some,  as  the  locked  jaw,  See.  are  of  a 
dangerous  nature,  and  ought  cautioufly  to 
be  predided,  as  well  as  their  fubfequent 

efieds ; 
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effects ;  which  effeCts,  notwithftanding  the 
difference  of  the  caufe,  are  in  general  very 
fimilar :  viz.  a  contraction  of  the  flexor 
or  flexors  of  the  members  to  which  the 
tendon,  &c.  pertain.  In  order  to  explain 
my  meaning,  let  us  fuppofe  one  or  more 
tendons  of  the  extenfores  digitorum ,  or 
their  thecce ,  to  be  injured:  the  permanent 
efleCts  of  this  injury  will  be  a  contraction 
of  the  flexors  their  antagonifts.  Suppofe 
again,  the  flexors  to  be  hurt  in  like  manner, 
the  refult  will  {till  be  a  contraction  of  the 
fingers,  unlefs  prevented  by  a  proper  treat¬ 
ment.  Thefe  effe&s,  which  frequently 
follow  conflderable  injuries  of  the  mufcles, 
as  well  as  of  their  tendons,  are  feldom 
perceived  till  fome  conflderable  time  after 
the  primary  fymptoms  are  abated,  and  the 
cafe  relinquifhed.  The  afore-mentioned 
contraction  proceeds  by  very  flow  degrees, 
till  at  length  the  fingers  or  toes  become 
clofe  fhut,  or  the  knee  or  elbow  contracted 
into  an  acute  angle.  The  reafon  why  the 
effects  in  both  inftances  are  thus  fimilar,  is 
obvioufly  owing  to  the  greater  ftrength 
and  power  which  the  flexors  have  over  the 

extenforf 
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extenfors  in  general ;  fo  that  whenever  the 
former  are  injured,  or  the  latter  weakened, 
the  contracting  power  of  the  ftronger  is 
always  increafed  in  proportion  to  the  dis¬ 
parity  of  thofe  powers.  In  fine,  it  may 
be  concluded  from  the  ftruCture  of  the 
articulations,  as  well  as  from  the  mufcles, 
that  the  extenfors ,  efpecially  thofe  of  the 
extremities,  do  little  more  than  reinftate 
the  member,  after  it  has  been  aCted  upon 
by  its  flexors. 

Mrs. - ,  houfekeeper  to  Mr.  P - , 

bruifed  the  palm  of  her  hand  with  a  peftil 
in  pounding  fpices ;  when  the  fwelling 
and  pain  fubfided,  a  little  knot  was  per¬ 
ceived  to  remain  :  this  was  looked  upon 
as  of  no  confequence,  and  the  furgeon 
quitted  the  patient  as  well.  Some  time 
afterwards,  the  ring  finger  began  to  grow 
crooked,  and  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  years, 
has  contracted  itfelf  clofe  in  the  palm  : 
the  other  three  fingers  are  now  much  bent, 
and  threaten  the  fhutting  up  of  the  whole 
hand.  At  the  place  afore-mentioned,  the 
fkin,  tendons,  and  their  thcccr,  are  firmly 

united, 
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united,  and  are  feen  to  move  together  in 
the  little  remaining  motions  of  contraction  : 
in  a  word,  her  right  hand  is  now  altogether 
ufelefs,  and  does  dilhonour  to  the  art  we 
profefs ;  both  which  might  have  been  pre¬ 
vented  by  an  early  diagnofs ,  and  a  long 
continued  counteraction  of  their  propenfity 
to  contraction. 

W e  meet  with  many  diforders  properly 
chirurgical,  which  admit  only  of  a  palliative 
cure,  and  others  that  are  in  their  own  nature 
abfolutely  incurable.  Here  the  prognofis , 
though  a  painful  and  mortifying  talk,  be¬ 
comes  as  neceffary  to  be  predicted,  as  in  other 
more  agreeable  and  fortunate  cafes.  But  this 
prognofis  which  refults  from  the  diagnofs > 
as  an  inference  from  a  certain  axiom,  and 
which  we  are  obliged  in  almoffc  every  in- 
fiance  not  only  to  form  to  ourfelves,  but 
to  communicate  to  the  patient  or  his  friends, 
requires  the  greateft  caution  and  prudence. 
If  we  forefee  the  difeafe  will  turn  out  fatal, 
a  limb  remain  deformed,  or  a  part  continue 
ufelefs,  we  are  under  the  neceffity  of  mak¬ 
ing  a  fuitable  prediction $  but  if  this  be 

done 
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done  fuddenly  or  abruptly,  we  give  a 
fliock,  which  will  rebound  upon  ourfelves. 
If  it  be  not  clearly  expreifed,  we  are  liable 
to  have  our  words  miftaken  or  perverted  ; 
and  if  not  delivered  to  a  proper  perfon,  in 
whom  we  may  confide  and  truft,  as  our  fub- 
ftantial  evidence ;  either  of  the  aforefaid 
events  will  at  length  be  refledted  on  the  care- 
leffnefs  or  incapacity  of  the  furgeon. 

The  conftridted  Oefophagus ,  a  diforder 
which  of  late  years  occurs,  I  believe  more 
frequently  than  formerly,  is  one  of  this  clafs. 
It  is  abfolutely  incurable,  except  in  an  early 
(bate,  and  before  an  ulcer  commences  ;  or, 
in  other  words,  whilft  the  contraction  of  the 
tube  is  yet  fimple,  with  no  other  thicknefs 
or  folidity,  than  what  arifes  from  its  texture 
being  comprifed  in  a  lefs  fpace  than  before. 
I  have  been  confulted  in  at  leaft  forty  cafes 
of  this  kind  within  the  laft  twenty  years, 
and  whatever  be  the  caufe,  whether  the 
{wallowing  hot,  lealding,  or  fpirituous  li¬ 
quors,  from  accident  or  habit,  which  I 
think  not  improbable :  its  feat  is  nine 
times  out  of  ten  in  that  part  of  the  canal 

where 
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where  it  adheres  to  the  back  of  the  thy¬ 
roid  cartilage .  In  this  ftage  a  daily  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  bougie,  the  fize  of  which 
fhould  be  gradually  increafed,  and  frequent¬ 
ly  fvvallowing  pills,  and  at  laft  bolufes,  of 
butter  and  boiled  fat,  will  by  degrees  dilate 
the  tube  in  that  part.  I  lately  cured  a 
cafe  in  this  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  in  which 
Mr.  Elfe  was  concerned  with  me.  There 
are  fome  now  living,  who  have  been  well 
feveral  years,  from  the  fame  mode  of  treat¬ 
ment.  I  have  examined  feveral,  who  died 
in  confequence  of  this  Ample  ftate  of  the 
diforder  without  the  leaft  ulceration,  the 
tube  being  fo  entirely  clofed  as  not  to  ad¬ 
mit  the  fmalleft  probe ;  but  when  the  part 
ulcerates,  its  cylindrical  form  is  perverted, 
and  facculi  are  formed,  &c.  death  mull 
inevitably  follow.  The  ulcer  in  fome  in- 
ftances  erodes  the  thyroid  and  cricoid  carti¬ 
lages  or  the  afpera  arteria ,  or  elfe  it  pene¬ 
trates  laterally  through  the  coats  of  the  gula% 
through  w7hich  the  food  and  drink  attempt¬ 
ed  to  be  fwallowed  make  their  way,  and 
fuddenly  put  an  end  to  the  patient’s  mifery. 
I  have  opened  feveral  where  thefe  effects, 

2  with 
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with  fome  others,  were  truly  apparent,  and 
have  a  drawing  of  one  with  a  large  hole  in 
the  fide  of  the  Oefophagus ,  through  which 
the  food  elcaped  into  the  thorax.  1  was 
concerned  about  a  year  fince,  with  Dr. 
Hunter,  in  a  remarkable  cafe  of  this  kind, 
which  I  believe  he  will  publifh  in  the  next 
volume  of  Medical  Obfervations. 

There  is  another  mortal  difeafe  which 
I  do  not  find  deferibed  in  any  writings  that 
have  occurred  in  my  reading.  It  is  an 
ulcer  in  the  ventricles  of  the  larynx,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  remarkable  hoarfenefs, 
and  perpetual  irritation  at  the  top  of  the 
windpipe,  which  excites  a  cough  :  nothing 
abates  this  hoarfenefs,  or  cough  ;  there  is 
no  pain,  or  forenefs  in  the  lungs  ;  it  com¬ 
mences  in  fome  who  are  otherwife  in  perfedt 
health,  and  continues  fome  years  before  i^ 
brings  them  to  extremities.  The  cough  in 
time  expels  real  pus,  which  increafes  more 
and  more  ;  the  patient  becomes  hedtic,  and 
dies,  'i  he  Rev.  Mr.  Skinner,  Mr.  Draper, 
Mr.  Phipps,  with  feveral  others,  have  fallen 
vidrims  to  this  dileafe  within  thefe  lafl  five 

years. 
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years.  I  have  now  a  patient  with  Dr. 
Smith,  who  is  not  likely  to  live  long,  and 
whom  I  hope  his  friends  will  permit  me  to 
examine  after  death :  I  fhould  think  myfelf 
happy  in  a  permiffion,  which  could  not  be 
obtained  in  any  of  the  above-mentioned 
inftances :  I  am,  however,  already  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  reality  and  locality  of  this 
fatal  difeafe.  In  fuch  unfortunate  and 

miferable  cafes,  the  prognofs  is  the  fur- 

# 

geon’s  only  fecurity ;  it  is  his  entrenchment 
againft  the  fecret  afiaflin,  or  the  ooen  ene- 

O  7  i. 

mies  of  his  reputation. 

Strictures  of  the  urethra  and  other  tu¬ 
bular  parts,  as  they  are  frequently  the 
fubjedt  of  our  attention  and  employment, 
demand  a  fuitable  prognofs.  Thefe  moii 
commonly  occupy  the  membranous  part  of 
the  urethra ,  or  arife  from  a  fwelling  and 
inflammation  of  the  proftate  gland ;  and 
though  they  are  feated  in  the  pofterior 
part  of  that  tube,  admit  of  a  palliative, 
and  fometimes  a  lafting  cure,  by  the  bougie. 
But  there  are  others  anterior  to  thefe, 
in  fituation  ftill  more  fatal  in  their  cou¬ 
ld  fequences. 
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lequences,  if  not  well  attended  to,  and  at 
the  beft  admit  only  of  a  very  difagreeable, 
as  well  as  palliative  cure.  I  mean  obftruc- 
tions  anterior  to  the  bulb,  and  where  the 
corpus  fpongiofum  urethra  is  affedted.  Thefc 
never  admit  of  a  perfeft  cure ;  and  if  the 
bougie  is  not  conftantly  ufed,  the  part,  how¬ 
ever  diftended,  will  clofe  in  a  fhort  fpace 
of  time;  they  mult  therefore  never  be  left 
off  during  life.  I  have  been  called  to  feveral 
with  a  total  fuppreffion  of  urine  from  this 
caule,  the  urethra  being  clofed  up,  fo  that 
the  fmalleft  probe  could  not  be  palled ;  and 
have  relieved  them  by  opening  the  urethra 
above  the  ftrifture.  This  opening  all'o  de¬ 
mands  the  perpetual  and  conftant  ufe  of 
the  bougie,  which  would  otherwife  be  lia¬ 
ble  to  clofe  up  entirely.  Were  it  necefiarv, 
I  could  give  the  hillory  of  feveral  cafes 
in  perfons  now  living,  otherwife  well  in 
health,  in  confirmation  of  this  aflertion. 

Another  caufe  of  obftrudtion,  is  ftones 
lodged  in  the  urethra  ;  their  general  feat  is 
about  an  inch  above  the  franum,  and 
lbme  time  £  caufe  an  entire  lupprelTion  of 


urine. 
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urine.  I  diould  not  have  mentioned  this 
diforder,  fo  obvious  one  would  think  to 
the  mod:  curfory  obferver,  were  it  not  that 
the  puncture  of  the  bladder  was  lately  per¬ 
formed  for  a  fuppreffion,  when  the  only 
caufe  was  a  done  feated  in  this  part,  the 
extraction  of  which  by  incifion,  or  cutting 
the  urethra  above  the  obftruddon,  would 
have  effectually  relieved  the  patient,  who 
died  in  confequence  of  the  aforefaid  punc¬ 
ture.  About  three  weeks  fince,  a  young 
man  came  with  a  total  fuppreffion  of  urine, 
from  a  rough  mulberry  done  lodged  in  the 
part  above-mentioned  :  the  corpus  fpongio - 
fum  urethree  and  glans  penis  were  fo  much 
dwelled  as  not  to  admit  the  probe  into  the 
urethra ;  but  the  done  was  afeertained  by 
the  finger  diffidently  to  authorife  cutting 
upon  it,  by  which  means  it  was  ex  traded, 
though  not  without  great  difficulty,  owing 
to  its  rough  jagged  furfaces.  It  may  be 
here  remarked,  that  the  indrument  in¬ 
vented  by  Dr.  Hales,  can  never  be  ufed 
with  fuccefs  for  dones  of  this  kind ;  but  I 
have  tried  it  with  fuccefs  once  or  twice  wffiere 
they  were  fmooth  and  equal, 

U  2 
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I  (hall  clofe  thefe  Obfervations  with  a 
cafe  which  has  frequently  occurred  to  my 
notice,  of  which,  however,  I  have  never 
yet  met  with  any  true  account  in  chirurgi- 
cal  writers.  It  concerns  the  abdudlor  and 
ex  ten  for  minor  pollicis ,  chiefly  of  the 
right  hand  ;  it  is  generally  produced  by 
that  kind  of  fighting  called  boxing,  though 
it  fometimes  happens  from  other  caufes. — 
A  man  who  had  been  long  ill  of  a  fever, 
took  a  trowel  in  his  hand  to  icoop  out  a 
fmall  parcel  of  foft  foap  from  a  tub  ;  he 
felt  a  pain  and  kind  of  a  crack  on  the  infide 
of  his  fore  arm,  the  part  fwelled  a  little, 
and  he  became  unable  to  ufe  his  thumb,  or 
indeed  his  hand,  without  great  pain.  When 
he  came  to  me,  which  was  about  ten  days 
afterwards,  I  found  the  mufcles  afore-men¬ 
tioned,  which  run  obliquely  over  the  ra¬ 
dius,  elevated  above  their  proper  fitus  ;  they 
fenfibly  grated  when  the  thumb  was  ex¬ 
tended  or  abdudted.  I  concluded,  as  I 
had  before  done,  that  thefe  mufcles  were 
in  part  torn  from  their  origin,  and  that  the 
grating  fenfation  was  occafioned  by  their 
loofe  fibres  rubbing  over  the  bone ;  I 

ordered. 
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ordered,  as  ufual,  the  thumb  to  be  kept 
in  a  ftate  of  extenfion,  and  bound  down 
the  mufcles.  This  procefs  was  continued 
for  a  fortnight,  which  I  have  ever  found 
long  enough  for  their  adhelion,  and  he  is 
now  well.  Whatever  motion  extends  thefe 
mufcles  beyond  their  natural  capacity  of 
elongation,  will  produce  the  fame  effedt, 
for  which  the  above  method  will  always  be 
found  an  effectual  remedy. 

What  enables  us  to  form  a  juft  diagnojis 
renders  us  capable  of  giving  a  right  prog- 
nofis  whilft  both  are  equally  neceffary  to 
make  us  honourable,  as  well  as  fuccefsful, 
in  our  profeffion. 
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ARTICLE  XXL 


A  Cafe  of  a  Head- Ac h  attended  with  uncom¬ 
mon  Symptoms:  By  Thomas  Henry, 
F.  R.  S.  C.  M.  S.  Member  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Philosophical  Society,  held 
at  Philadelphia,  and  Secret  ary  to  the 
Literary  and  Philosophical  So¬ 
ciety  of  Manchester. 

•  4/  • 

Read  May  io,  1779. 


THE  methods  of  which  Nature  fome- 
times  makes  ufe  to  relieve  herfelf  from 
any  noxious  matter,  and  to  depofit  it  out 
of  the  road  of  the  circulation,  are  fo  very 
inexplicable,  that  we  are  by  no  means  able 
to  follow  her  in  her  operations,  nor  to  dif- 
cover  by  what  fecret  powers  die  expels  the 
enemy  from  her  quarters  ;  it  is  however 
curious,  and  may  not  be  totally  ufelefs,  to 
trace  her  Reps,  as  fir  as  our  limited  facul¬ 
ties  will  permit,  and  to  obferve  the  efforts 
fhe  makes ;  as  thefe  obfervations  may  at 
leafl  teach  us  that  fie  may  fuccefsfully 
exert  herfelf,  where  art  proves  infufficient. 
As  the  following  cafe  is  an  uncommon  in- 

flancc 
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llance  of  fuch  exertion,  I  prefume  to  fub- 
mit  it  to  the  infpedtion  of  the  Medical 
Society ;  and  I  hope  I  fhall  not  be  deemed 
prolix,  in  relating  fome  previous  circum- 
ftances,  which  may  lead  to  the  better  un- 
derftanding  of  that  which  is  the  more  im¬ 
mediate  fubjedt  of  this  paper* 

Mr,  Nathan  Sandford,  of  Burnage,  near 
Manchefter,  of  a  thin  habit  of  body,  fub- 
jedl  to  an  habitual  cough  from  his  infancy, 
and  to  glandular  tumors  of  his  neck, 
which  were  difperfed  without  fuppura- 
tion,  had,  in  other  refpedts,  enjoyed  a 
tolerable  fhare  of  health,  till  the  month 
of  February  1759,  He  was  then  about 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  and,  having  rid¬ 
den  late  at  night  on  a  journey,  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  lie  in  a  damp  bed  at  Fenny- 
Stratford.  Towards  morning  he  fell  into 
a  profufe  fweat,  and  in  that  fituation  im¬ 
prudently  got  up,  and  purfued  his  journey, 
without  changing  his  linen.  In  a  few  hours 
he  became  extremely  hoarfe,  and,  as  the 
day  advanced,  a  fevere  fever  and  peripneu- 
mony  feized  him.  With  difficulty  he  ar- 

U  4  rived 
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rived  at  Thame  in  Oxfordshire ;  where, 
having  received  every  medical  affiftance, 
which  the  Skill  of  that  excellent  phyfician, 
the  late  Dr.  Lewis,  of  Oxford,  could  afford 
him,  a  critical  eruption,  of  the  eryfipelat- 
ous  kind,  in  both  legs,  attended  with  con¬ 
siderable  fwelling,  removed  his  fever  and 
dyfpnsea ;  and  as  foon  as  his  Strength  was 
Sufficiently  reftored,  he  returned  home,  and 
recovered  his  ufual  State  of  health. 

In  November  following,  having  occafion 
to  travel  into  the  fame  country  again,  he 
was  attacked  one  day  with  a  violent  vomit¬ 
ing,  which  was  fucceeded  by  an  eryfipelat- 
q*us  tumor  of  his  left  cheek,  the  progrefs 
of  which  was  moft  quick  and  alarming. 
He  arrived  that  evening  at  his  old  lodgings 
at  Thame ;  and  an  apothecary,  after  bleed¬ 
ing  and  other  proper  evacuations,  ordered 
fomentations  to  the  part,  which,  though 
applied  fo  hot  that  the  nurfe  could  not 
bear  to  wring  out  the  flannels  without  lap¬ 
ping  them  in  a  cloth,  excited  not  the  leaSt 
fenfation  in  the  patient.  The  difeafe  now 
occupied  his  whole  face  and  head,  and 

a  gangrene 
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a  gangrene  was  apprehended.  Dr.  Lewis 
was  again  confulted,  and  diredted  more 
blood  to  be  taken  away ;  and  fo  very  ur¬ 
gent  were  the  fymptoms,  that,  in  the  fpace 
of  twenty-four  hours,  he  loft  forty-eight 
ounces  of  blood.  An  alteration,  which 
was  made  in  the  fomentation,  occafioned 
fome  degree  of  feeling ;  the  fwelling  gra*- 
dually  fubfided,  and  in  about  three  weeks 
he  came  into  Lancafhire,  where,  exactly 
at  fix  weeks  diftance  from  the  day  the  ery- 
lipelas  fir  ft  appeared,  he  had  a  fecond, 
though  milder  attack  of  it,  and  a  third, 
ft  ill  more  gentle,  at  the  very  fame  period 
of  time  from  the  fecond. 

The  parotid  and  fubmaxillary  glands 

now  grew  enlarged  and  painful,  and,  at  laft, 

fuppurated  in  April  1761.  That  fummer 

he  was  fent  to  bathe  in,  and  drink,  the  fea- 

water :  the  ulcers  healed,  and  his  health 

was  fo  much  improved,  that  he  married 

before  the  conclufion  of  that  leafon.  For 

feveral  fucceflive  years,  a  cough,  lofs  of 

appetite,  and  other  confumptive  fymptoms, 

vifited  him,  with  increafed  force,  each 

> 
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fpring ;  yet  they  generally  yielded  in  foinc 
degree,  to  phlebotomy,  nitrous  medicines, 
elixir  of  vitriol,  &c.  and  were  always  fuc- 
ejeded,  as  the  weather  grew'  warmer,  by  a 
icorbutic  eruption  and  fwelling  of  his  legs, 
which  were  looked  for  impatiently,  as  a 
favourable  omen  of  the  departure  of  his 
other  complaints. 

In  April  1770,  his  ufual  train  of  fymp- 
toms  made  their  appearance ;  but  nature 
now  feemed  to  have  forgot  to  afford  her 
accuilomed  aid.  His  cough  wras  more  fe- 
vere  than  in  former  fprings ;  he  complained 
of  great  lbrcnefs  and  ftridlure  of  his  bread:, 
which  being  attended  with  heftic  heats  and 
confidcrable  lots  of  flrength,  threatened  a 
fatal  termination.  Though  he  had  for- 
merly  lived  freely,  the  final  I  eft  quantity  of 
any  fermented  or  fpirituous  liquor  now  in¬ 
toxicated  and  inflamed  him.  A/Tenajfedtion, 
a  perpetual  blifter,  demulcents,  and  his 
ufual  medicines  were  tried  in  vain  ;  when, 
in  the  beginning  of  June,  having  been 
perfuaded  by  one  of  his  neighbours  to 
drink  a  fmall  draught  of  ale,  a  fudden 
6  hemorrhage 
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haemorrhage  proceeded  from  the  nofe, 
which  had  continued  for  fome  hours  before 
I  faw  him.  Blood  was  taken  from  his  arm, 
and  the  difcharge  from  his  noflrils  reftrain- 
ed  by  palling  tents  up  them  dipped  in  the 
lixivium  martis  a  little  diluted.  Though 
his  blood  was  covered  with  a  buff  coat, 
yet  as  the  texture  underneath  was  loofe,  he 
took  freely  of  a  decodlion  of  Peruvian 
bark  and  tindlure  of  rofes,  to  each  dole  of 
which  ten  or  twelve  drops  of  lixivium  mar¬ 
tis  were  added,  care  being  taken  to  keep 
his  body  fufficiently  open.  The  bleeding 
returned  again  next  day  but  one,  and, 
though  not  very  profufe,  continued  with 
little  intermiffion  twenty-three  hours;  but 
was  at  laft  flopped  by  the  fame  methods. 
He  was  greatly  reduced  by  the  lofs  of 
fo  much  blood ;  yet  his  cough  abated, 
the  forenefs  and  tightnefs  of  his  breali 
in  a  great  meafure  left  him,  and  he  paffed 
the  autumn  and  winter,  though  in  a  very 
valetudinary  Hate,  yet  free  from  any  im¬ 
mediately  alarming  fymptoms. 

His  confumptive  complaints  returned 


in 
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in  the  fpring  of  the  enfuing  year,  with  re¬ 
doubled  violence,  before  he  had  totally  re¬ 
covered  from  the  (hock  he  had  received  the 
preceding  fummer.  On  my  urging  him  to 
call  in  further  advice,  he  confented  to  con- 
fult  Dr.  Kay,  a  judicious  and  very  worthy 
phyfician  of  this  town,  by  whole  fkilful 
treatment  of  him  he  obtained  fome  relief. 
But  tired,  and  imagining  every  thing  to  be 
in  vain,  he  determined  to  give  himfelf  a 
truce  from  all  medicines.  In  a  few  weeks 
he  recovered  a  better  (late  of  health  than 
could  have  been  expedted ;  but  he  came 
on  the  20th  of  July  to  inform  me  of 
an  uncommon  pain  in  his  head,  which  at¬ 
tacked  him  every  night  as  he  lay  down  in 
bed,  and  fometimes  infefted  him  in  the 
day,  at  irregular  hours.  The  description 
he  gave  me  of  it  was  as  follows : 

At  its  firft  coming  on,  it  fixed  in  fo 
fmall  a  fpace  that  he  could  cover  it  with 
the  end  of  his  finger.  The  feat  of  it  was 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  coronal  future , 
about  an  inch  above  the  os  fpbenoides ;  and 
he  (hewed  me  a  vacuity  or  chafm,  about  an 

inch 
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inch  long  and  one-fixth  of  an  inch  broad, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  future ,  which  he  feem- 
ed  certain  was  not  pre-exiftent  to  his  head- 
ach ;  as  he  judged  it  impoflible  it  could, 
have  efcaped  his  notice,  having  always 
fhaved  himfelf.  While  the  pain,  which 
was  exceflively  acute  and  lancinating,  re¬ 
mained  here,  the  part  was  puffed  up  like 
an  inflated  bladder,  for  about  the  fize  of  an 
half-crown  piece,  and  the  temporal  artery 
appeared  tenfe,  like  a  diftended  cord.  From 
hence  it  removed  to  the  procefus  condy- 
loides,  and,  while  it  remained  there,  occa- 
fioned  a  convulflve  motion  of  the  lower 
jaw  ;  it  then  changed  its  fituation  to  an 
inch  and  half  below  the  angle  of  that  bone, 
and  after  fome  duration  in  that  point  he 
became  fuddenly  and  totally  eafy.  He 
had  laboured  under  thefe  complaints  durjng 
three  weeks. 

On  the  31ft  of  July  he  called  on  me 
again,  and  gave  me  the  following  account : 
That  his  breath  had  had  an  unufually  dis¬ 
agreeable  and  earthy  fmell,  which  com¬ 
menced  fome  days  after  the  pain  in  his 

head 
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head  firft  begun,  and,  that  as  he  was  fitting 
in  his  own  houfe,  the  day  after  his  former 
vifit  to  me,  without  any  previous  fit  of* 
coughing  or  retching,  he  was  fuddenly  in 
danger  of  fuffocation  by  fomething  filling 
into  the  Ocfphagusy  where  it  fiuck.  With 
confiderable  efforts,  he  fpat  up  a  fclid 
angular  lubftance,  above  the  fize  o£.  the 
end  of  his  thumb,  con  lifting  of  a  hard 
brown  and  white  matter,  the  latter  of 
which  on  being  prefixed  fell  into  a  dry 
powder.  The  whole  was  covered  with  a 
greenifh  Mucus,  and  refembled  cxadlly  in 
fmell  the  fetor  which  had  affeded  his 
breath  for  feveral  preceding  days,  and 
which  now  immediately  ceafed.  lie  had 
felt  no  pain  the  day  before  this  happen¬ 
ed,  nor  had  it  returned  fince  that  time. 
On  my  examining  the  feeming  deficiency 
in  the  future ,  he  complained  of  intolera- 
able  uneafinefs  from  the  preffurc  of  my 
finger,  which  he  faid  feemed  to  afted  the 
internal  part  of  his  head.  I  was  much 
difappointed  that  he  had  not  referved  the 
above  lubftance  for  my  infpedion. 
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On  the  8th  of  Auguft,  he  had  a  flight 
return  of  the  pain  in  his  head,  which  lafted 
about  two  minutes ;  he  then  perceived 
fomething  to  fall  into  his  throat,  which  he 
foon  difcharged,  and  proved  to  be  iimilar 
to  what  he  had  before  parted  with,  but  in 
fmaller  quantity,  and  broken  into  feveral 
fragments.  His  pain  inftantly  ceafed,  but  a 
numbnefs  continued  in  the  fide  of  his  head 
and  face,  for  feveral  hours,  both  after  this 
and  the  preceding  evacuation.  I  have  exa¬ 
mined  this  matter  with  a  good  microfcope ; 
the  white  part  appeared  to  be  calcareous, 
the  brown  to  be  mucus  hardened  and  adhe¬ 
ring  to  the  other.  The  fmell  was  like  that  of 
bones,  which  have  been  long  buried  in  the 
earth,  on  their  being  expofed  to  the  air. 
The  white  matter  ftrongly  fermented  with 
fpirit  of  vitriol,  but  the  brown  occafioned 
no  effervefcence  with  the  acid.  The  vacu¬ 
ity  in  the  cranium  was  much  diminifhed, 
when  I  faw  him  two  days  after  this  event ; 
and  he  could  then  bear  me  to  prefs  upon 
the  integuments,  without  fuiFerihg  any 
confequent  pain. 


From 
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From  this  time  he  had  no  further  return 
of  his  pain,  during  many  months  ;  and  lie 
acquired  fuch  a  degree  of  Strength  as  to  be 
able  to  attend  to  the  bufinefs  of  his  farm, 
and  even  to  ride  thirty  miles  a  day  on  horfe- 
back  :  and  had  I  not  been  witnefs  to  the 
many  viciiTitudes  of  his  constitution,  I 
fliould  have  entertained  hopes  of  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  his  health.  But  in  Janu¬ 
ary  1772,  his  cough  again  became  worfe  ; 
convulfive  fpafms  Sometimes  attacked  his 
head  and  neck  ;  his  Stomach  rejected  almoSt 
every  kind  of  food;  and,  often,  the  only 
liquor  which  it  would  retain,  was  rum,  un- 
mixed  with  water  :  he  alfo  complained  of 
a  ienfe  of  contraction  in  that  organ. 

•  * 

After  having  lingered  in  this  miferable 
Situation  till  the  beginning  of  April  1773, 
death  at  laft  put  a  period  to  his  Sufferings. 
He  had  always  expreffed  to  me  a  deSre  of 
having  his  body  opened,  after  his  deceafe  ; 
but,  from  fome  caufe  or  other,  I  received 
no  intimation  of  his  death,  till  the  evening 
preceding  his  funeral. 


During 
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During  his  laft  illnefs,  he  had  a  flight 
teturn  of  his  head-ach,  and  again  fpat  up' 
a  fubftance,  fimilar  to  that  I  have  before 
deferibed. 

Several  difficulties  occur  in  attempting  to 
account  for  the  above  lingular  appearances ; 
In  the  firft  place,  it  may  be  afked,  was  there  a 
tranflation  of  matter  from  the  lungs  to  the 
brain,  or  its  meninges ;  and  fuppofing  that 
to  be  the  cafe,  would  it  not  have  pro¬ 
duced  more  alarming  fymptoms  ?  Of 
what  nature  was  the  fubftance  he  evacu¬ 
ated,  and  where  could  it  have  lodged,  pre¬ 
vious  to  its  difeharge  ?  He  had  no  fenfe 
of  uneafinefs,  or  obftrudtion  in  the  frontal 
fmufes ;  nor  about  the  nofe  nor  fauces . 
Whence  arofe  the  vacuity  in  th efutura  co - 
ronalis  ?  Is  it  probable  that  there  had  been 
a  folution  of  the  bone  from  fome  acrimo¬ 
nious  matter,  which  had  been  gradually 
abforbed,  or  immediately  carried  through 
the  fphenoidal  Jinus  to  the  nafal ,  and  fo 
depofited  in  the  cellular  membrane  behind 
the  velum  palati ?  Or  was  it  formed 
without  any  difeafe  in  the  cranium  or  its 

vol.  1.  X  contents  $ 
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contents ;  and  did  the  head-ach  arife  from 
the  irritation  of  this  extraneous  body 
wherever  fituated,  antecedent  to  its  falling 
into  the  Oefophagus  ?  And  in  this  cafe, 
might  not  the  violence  of  the  pain  occa- 
fion  a  reparation  of  the  future ,  fo  as  to 
produce  the  chafm  I  have  mentioned,  with¬ 
out  any  lofs  of  fubftance  ? 


.  ARTICLE  XXII. 

Cafe  of  Angina  Pectoris:  By  Edward 
Johnstone,  M.  D.  Fellowof  the  Royal 
Medical  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
and  Phyfcian  ^AGeneralHospital 
at  B  i  r  m  i  N  g  h  a  m  .  Cotmnunicatcd  by  Dr. 
Lettsom. 


Read,  October  2,  1786. 

T  SIMKINS,  aged  fifty,  of  a  robufl 
**  •  habit  of  body,  who  had  in  the  former 
part  of  his  life  been  in  a  fituation  much 
luperior  to  his  prefent  one  of  an  Iron- 
Cafter,  and  lived  very  irregularly,  came 
to  me.  May  26,  1785.  He  complained 

of 
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of  fharp  pain  exactly  under  the  middle  of 
the  fiernum  upon  quick  motion,  and  efpe- 
cially  on  going  up  hill,  which  gradually 
extended  internally  through  the  bread:,  on 
each  fide  down  the  arms  to  the  wrifts 
(where  he  had  a  fen  fat  ion  fimilar  to  that 
occafioned  by  an  eledxical  fbock,  or  as  if 
it  was  breaking)  and  fo  out  at  the  ends  of 
his  fingers,  attended  with  violent  palpita¬ 
tion  of  the  heart  and  difficult  refpiration, 
Paroxyfms  of  this  kind  occurred  frequently 
in  the  courfe  of  a  day,  and  lafted  from  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  to  an  hour,  and  feme- 
times  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  then  left 
him  free  from  complaint,  except  weaknefs 
and  tremor  of  his  hands.  He  had  been 
affected  about  two  months,  at  firft  perceiv¬ 
ing  only  flight  palpitation  of  the  heart  and 
difficulty  of  refpiration  on  going  up  hill  ; 
but  from  that  time  the  paroxyfms  gradually 
increafed  to  their  prefent  date ;  body  in 
general  regular,  and  water  in  ufual  quan¬ 
tity  ;  pulfe,  except  during  the  paroxyfms, 
natural.  I  font  him  to  the  hofpital  near 
this  town,  and  ordered  the  following  me¬ 
dicines. 

X  2 


R  Affect'd* 
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R  Afj'afcetid .  9  ij. 

Camphor ,  9  j 

Extract,  cicut.  9  jfs 

Syr .  Balfam.  q.  s.  f  pi/,  xxiv. 

Cap.  iv.  his  in  die .  jF#// 

May  29.  The  paroxyfms  have  been  lefs 
frequent  fince  he  came  into  the  houfe,  but 
he  hath  ufed  little  exercile. 

On  beginning  to  dofe,  he  frequently 
jftarts  up,  from  a  fenfe  of  rifing  in  his  throat 
and  palpitation  of  the  heart,  efpecially 
after  taking  a  full  meal. — His  legs  begin 
to  fwell  at  the  ancle  towards  the  evening, 
but  his  urine  is  in  proper  quantity, 

June  3.  The  paroxyfms  now  laft  only 
ten  minutes. 

June  14.  Fits  have  gradually  got  flighter, 
and  lad:  for  a  Shorter  time  ;  hath  not  had 
one  fince  the  nth. 

June  17.  Walked  upwards  of  fix  miles 

yefterday. 
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yefterday,  and  felt  only  a  very  flight  return 
of  his  complaint. 

June  25.  Had  a  very  fhort  paroxyfm 
laft  night,  which  is  the  only  one  he  hath 
felt  for  fome  time,  notwithftanding  he  hath 
walked  out  every  day. — Made  out-patient. 

He  came  about  three  weeks  afterwards 
and  informed  me  that  he  had  had  fome 
flight  returns  of  his  diforder,  and  that  his 
legs  continued  to  fwell  at  night.  I  ordered 
Fol.  Digital.  Purpnr.  ficcat  gr.  unum9  to 
be  added  to  the  evening-dofe  of  his  pills  ; 
and  by  the  ufe  of  this  for  a  few  days  the 
fwelling  entirely  fubfided,  and  he  continued 
fo  free  from  complaint  as  to  be  able  to 
return  to  his  bufinefs. 

Birmingham, 

Aug.  28,  1786. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XXIII. 


Of  the  Efficacy  of  the  Hyofcyamus,  or  Hen- 
banc ,  in  certain  Cafes  of  Infanity :  By 
A.  Fothergill,  M.  D.  F.R.S.  &c.  of 


Bath.  Communicated  to  Dr.  Le  ttsom. 

,  0 

Read  October  2,  1786. 
GREEABLE  to  your  requeft,  I  now 


dL  fend  for  your  perufal,  fome  account 
of  the  effeds  of  the  Hyofcyamus ,  which  I 
obferved  during  a  few  trials  of  it  fcveral 
years  ago,  and  which  were  minuted  down 
at  the  time  they  occurred. 

John  Wills,  aged  fifty-three,  of  a  cor¬ 
pulent  habit,  and  fwarthy  complexion, 
deftined  to  a  fedentary  occupation,  having 
met  with  misfortunes,  devoted  himfelf  to 
grief  and  folitude.  His  mind  being  filled 
with  gloomy  and  diftrefsful  apprehenfions 
concerning  a  future  ftate  ;  he  fancied  him¬ 
felf  haunted  by  ghofts  and  fpedres,  and 
confidered  himfelf  as  an  objed  of  divine 
vengeance. 


He 
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He  became  penfive,  timorous,  and  fuf- 
picious,  fometimes  fallen,  and  morofe, 
threatening  violence  to  himfelf  and  others  ; 
till,  at  length,  the  difeafe  having  terminated 
in  a  fettled,  and  confirmed  melancholy, 
confinement  became  abfolutely  neceffary. 
At  the  lunar  periods,  the  fymptoms  gene¬ 
rally  increafed,  but  not  conftantly.  During 
his  lucid  intervals,  he  would  fometimes 
converfe  rationally,  complaining  of  a  levere 
cramp  about  the  region  of  the  ftomach,  at¬ 
tended  with  obftinate  watching,  inquietude, 
flatulency,  and  conftipation.  None  of  his 
anceftors  had  been  known  to  be  affedted 
with  infanity. 


Being  not  eafily  moved  by  medicines,  I 

ordered  him  a  ftrong  emetic  of  antjmonial 

wine  to  be  taken  in  the  evening,  followed 

by  a  brifk  cathartic  of  foluble  tartar  the 
* 

next  morning,  both  which  operated  very 
freely.  Thefe  were  fucceeded  by  an  anti- 
.  moriial  diaphoretic  combined  with  cam- 
phire  and  opium,  laxatives  being  occafion- 
ally  interpofed.  Venefedtion  alfo  in  the 
faphcena  was  performed  a  little  before  the 

X  4  full 
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full  moon.  By  this  method  the  pain  of 
his  ftomach  was  relieved,  but  the  maniacal 
affgdtion  remained  unabated,  and  continued 
to  refill  the  moft  approved  remedies.  I 
refolved,  however,  to  try  other  powerful 
medicines  of  the  narcotic  clafs,  and  there- 

fore  had  recourfe  to  the  Henbane9. 

.  •  ;  *  » 

The  plant  being  in  full  vigour,  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  exprefied  juice  was  expofed, 
in  a  flat  earthen  veflel,  to  the  folar  rays. 
The  fun  being  very  powerful,  having  juft 
entered  the  fummer  folftice,  foon  evapo¬ 
rated  the  aqueous  parts,  and  reduced  the 
remainder  to  the  confiftence  of  an  extradl, 
fuitable  to  the  form  of  pills r. 

Hyofcyamus  niger  foliis  amplexicaulibus,  finuatis. 
floribus  feflilibus.  Linnai  Spec.  Plant.  257. 

r  In  like  manner,  I  have  repeatedly  prepared  the 
Extra#  of  Hemlock,  and  cannot  help  confidering  it  as 
a  confiderable  improvement  in  the  procefs,  which  is 
equally  applicable  to  other  infpiflated  juices.  It  not 
only  avoids  all  danger  of  Empyreuma,  but  alfo  yields 
an  extra#  of  fuperior  a#ivity.  Whether  the  extra# 
thus  prepared  imbibes  fome  new  property,  or  acquires 
fome  additional  virtue  from  the  fun-beams,  mull  be 
left  to  future  obfervation. 

b  t  .  •  1  • 


I  ordered 


I 
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I  ordered  a  pill  composed  of  five  grains 
of  this  extradl  to  be  adminiftered  morning: 
and  evening,  which  agreed  well,  but  pro¬ 
duced  no  fenfible  effedt,  except  that  of  a 
mild  diuretic.  The  week  following  it  was 
directed  to  be  increafed  gradually  to  fifteen 
grains  a  day,  with  a  fuitable  dofe  of  aloe- 
tic  pills  interpofed  occafionally  to  prevent 
coftivenefs.  The  extra  dt  continued  to  ope¬ 
rate  as  a  diuretic;  his  nights  became  more 
compofed  ;  he  no  longer  darted  on  hearing 
the  door  opened,  or  attempted  to  conceal 
himfelf  when  a  ftranger  approached.  It 
was  increafed  daily  till  he  reached  thirty 
grains  a  day,  when  it  began  to  occafion  a 
flight  giddinefs,  and  propenfity  to  fleep, 
but  the  fymptoms  of  melancholy  abated  : 
he  refted  better,  and  began  to  converfe 
with  more  compofure.  The  ext  raft  was 

further  increafed ;  but  when  he  arrived  at 

*  *  • 

forty  grains  a  day,  the  giddinefs  and  fopo- 
rific  difpofition  confiderably  increafed,  and 
denoted  an  over-dole,  which  obliged  me 
to  defeend  to  thirty  grains  a  day,  which 
he  bore  without  inconvenience,  and  all  the 
fymptoms  became  more  favourable.  His 
timidity,  and  apprehenlions  of  evil  fpirits, 

forfook 

i  -  »  v  '  *  4 
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forfook  him,  and  his  countenance  began  to 
affiime  a  more  cheerful  and  ferene  afpedt:. 
After  taking  the  extradt  about  fix  weeks, 
he  appeared  to  be  perfedtly  reftored  ;  how¬ 
ever,  it  was  continued  a  fortnight  longer, 
when  he  returned  to  his  bufinefs,  and  after¬ 
wards  aflifted  in  the  harveft,  and  I  had 
fome  time  after,  the  fatisfadtion  to  hear 
that  he  continued  to  enjoy  the  mens  fana 
in  corpore  fanoy  without  any  fymptom  of 
relapfe. 

Having  from  this  unexpedted  fuccefs, 
conceived  a  very  favourable  idea  of  the 
virtues  of  Henbane,  I  afterwards  gave  it 
in  a  cafe  of  the  puerperal  mania,  and 
with  iimilar  advantage.  The  maniacal 
fymptoms  were  wont  to  come  on  foon  after 
delivery,  but  yielded  in  a  few  weeks  to 
this  medicine,  and  that  repeatedly  after 
two  fucceeding  deliveries.  The  extradt 
ought  to  be  prepared  frefh  every  feafon, 
according  to  the  procefs  already  mentioned, 
and  carefully  preferved  in  a  clofe  vcifel, 
otherwife  it  foon  lofes  its  efficacy.  And 
it  is  neceifary  to  ohferve,  that  where  thefq 
precautions  have  been  neglected,  it  has  line# 
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entirely  failed  in  certain  maniacal  affections, 
though  given  in  full  dofes.  Whether  this 
was  owing  wholly  to  the  inefficacy  of  the 
remedy,  or  the  difeafe  being  hereditary 
(a  circumftance  too  often  induftrioufly  con¬ 
cealed  even  from  the  phyfician)  I  will  not 
prefume  to  determine ;  but  I  am  free  to 
acknowledge  that  3>have  never  yet  been  fo 
fortunate  as  to  fee  a  Angle  in  dance  of  a 
real  hereditary  mania  ever  perfectly  cured 
by  this,  or  any  other  medicine. 

Bath,  Sept.  26,  1786. 


ARTICLE  XXIV. 


Sfhe  Cafe  of  a  Burn,  and  another  of  Stones 
in  the  Kidnies:  By  Stephen  Lowdell, 
Surgeon,  and  F.  M.  S. 

Read  April  iS,  1780. 

Case  I. 


Of  a  Burn  :  Exemplifying  the  great  Utility 
of  Cold  Applications . 


A  LADY,  who  was  alone  in  another 
room,  happened  to  fet  her  head-  drefs 
pn  fire,  die  came  running  for  afliftance 

into 
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into  the  room  where  I  was,  I  tore  off 
the  head-drefs  as  faft  as  I  could  with  my 
naked  hand,  and  thereby  burnt  it  to  fuch 
a  degree,  as  to  be  extremely  painful.  Some 
oil  being  brought,  I  began  to  bathe  my 
hand  with  it,  and  every  time  I  applied  it 
afrefh  I  found  it  give  me  immediate  relief ; 
but  this  relief  was  but  momentary,  which 
I  attributed  to  the  oil’s  getting  warm  by 
the  extreme  heat  of  my  hand,  I  therefore 
plunged  my  hand  into  the  pot  which  con¬ 
tained  the  oil,  and  found  the  burning  heat 
inftantly  abate,  and  continued  eafy  for 
much  longer  time  than  when  the  hand  was 
only  anointed  with  it.  When  the  heat 
began  again  to  increafe,  I  imputed  it  to 
the  oil,  which  was  in  contact  with  the  hand, 
being  grown  warm,  and  therefore  moved 
my  hand  to  find  fome  colder  part  of  the 
oil,  and  this  anfvvered  my  expectation ;  for 
I  found  the  hand  kept  tolerably  eafy  while 
the  oil  remained  cold :  but  at  length,  as 
the  whole  of  the  oil  by  this  means  began 
to  lofe  its  coolnefs,  I  found  my  hand  began 
to  be  more  troublefomely  hot. — I  was  now 
fully  convinced  that  the  benefit  I  received 
arofe  wholly  from  the  cold^efs  of  the  re¬ 
medy  i 
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medy  ;  I  therefore  ordered  about  two  ounces 
of  extract  of  faturn,  about  half  a  pint  or 
more  of  oil,  and  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
oatmeal,  to  make  a  poultice,  to  be  mixed 
together  in  a  wafh-hand  bafon.  While 
this  was  preparing,  the  burning  heat  of 
my  hand  began  to  increafe  apace,  and  was 
at  length  almoft  intolerable.  As  foon  as 
this  cold  poultice  was  ready,  I  buried  my 
hand  in  it,  and  the  pain  almoft  inftantly 
ceafed ;  I  kept  my  hand  ftill  (unmoved) 
fome  little  time,  and  then  found  the  burn-* 
ing  heat  beginning  again  ;  I  therefore 
moved  it  to  a  frefh  place,  and  found  frefh 
relief,  and  whenever  I  found  the  burning 
beginning  to  increafe,  I  moved  it  afrefh* 
and  always  found  the  fame  relief ;  I  con¬ 
tinued  fo  to  do  a  full  hour  or  more,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  finding  I  could  keep  my 
hand  ftill  a  confiderable  time  without  any 
uneafy  fenfe  of  burning,  I  wrapt  it  up  in  a 
quantity  of  the  fame  poultice  and  went  to 
bed  :  I  foon  fell  alleep,  fiept  all  night  with¬ 
out  any  fenfe  of  pain,  and  when  I  awoke 
in  the  morning  was  perfectly  eafy.  Upon 
taking  off  the  poultice,  I  found  two  fmall 

vefications 
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vcfications  on  the  fide  of  one  of  my  fingers  ; 
but  having  no  forenefs,  and  being  rather 
filiquous  than  turgid,  I  did  not  open  them* 
Being  perfectly  eafy  when  the  poultice  had 
been  off  fome  time,  I  applied  nothing 
either  to  the  hand  or  finger,  and  went 
abroad  with  only  my  glove  on  it,  and 
never  after  felt  the  leaft  uneafinefs  in 
either ;  what  little  lymph  was  in  the  veil- 
cations  was  fpontaneoufiy  abforbed,  and 
difappeared  within  two  days. 

Burns  and  Scalds  are  fome  of  thofe  kind 
of  accidents  in  which  an  early  application 
of  the  remedy  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  : 
an  inftant  application  may  prevent  the  word: 
of  confequences ;  half  an  hour,  or  lefs 
time  loft  in  fome  cafes  of  this  kind,  may 
render  the  beft  remedies  of  little  or  no 
ufe. — I  cannot  therefore  conclude  this  cafe 
without  earneftlv  recommending  the  moft 
fpcedv  applications,  and  that  whatever  cold 
remedies  are  ufed  in  thefe  cafes,  they  Ihould 
be  lb  often  renewed  as  to  be  kept  always 
cold  to  the  atiedted  part  till  the  burning 
heat  ceafes. 


Case 
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Case  II. 

Of  Stones  in  the  Kidnies. 

Elizabeth  f — ,  fpinfter,  was  a 

long  time  afflicted  with  a  complaint 
which  feemed  confined  to  the  urinary  blad¬ 
der  ;  file  had  much  pain  there,  and  voided 
a  turbid  urine,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be 
owing  to  a  purulent  or  mucous  matter 
mixed  with  the  urine  ;  and  thefe  complaints 
were  attributed  to  an  ulcer  from  a  ftone  in 
the  bladder.  She  was  fearched  feveral  dif¬ 
ferent  times,  and  by  different  furgeons,  for 
fatisfadtion  in  this  point,  but  no  ftone  was 
ever  difeovered.  She  was  under  my  care 
feveral  months,  and  afterwards  was  a  con- 
fiderable  time  in  Guy’s  Hofpital,  but  never 
found  any  relief.  She  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-fix,  and  I  was  permitted  to  open 
the  dead  body,  in  order  to  fearch  for  the 
difeafe.  There  was  no  ftone  in  the  blad¬ 
der,  no  ulcer,  nor  any  vifible  difeafe  of 
that  vifeus.  I  then  examined  the  kidnies, 
and  found  in  each  a  very  large  ftone, 

branched 
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branched  out  into  a  very  irregular  fhape ; 
thefe  ftones  were  both  of  nearly  the  fame 
fhape  and  fze,  and  weighed  about  one 
ounce  each,  Troy  weight.  They  poflefled, 
and  wholly  filled,  or,  perhaps,  may  juftly 
be  laid  to  have  more  than  filled  the  infun¬ 
dibulum  and  whole  pelvis  of  the  kidnies  : 
the  part  indeed  which  occupied  the  infun¬ 
dibulum  was  perhaps  not  larger  than  the 
natural  capacity  of  that  cavity,  but  the 
part  which  occupied  the  pelvis  extended 
into  the  finufes  of  the  pelvis  and  tubu¬ 
lar  fubftance  of  the  kidnies,  and  diftend- 
ed  them  to  a  fize  far  beyond  their  natu¬ 
ral  capacities ;  by  this  means  the  ftones 
were  fo  incarcerated  in  the  kidnies  as  to 
render  it  impofiible  to  ex  trad:  them  with¬ 
out  dividing  the  kidnies  through  their  whole 
length.  In  the  pelvis  of  the  right  kidney 
was  alfo  found  a  quantity  of  a  purulent 
kind  of  matter  ;  but  upon  a  careful  exami¬ 
nation  1  could  not  find  anv  ulceration,- 
abralion,  fin  us,  or  lofs  of  fubftance.  In 
t  ie  left  kidney  there  was  none  of  this 
kind  ol  matter,  and  the  whole  furface  of 
the  pelvis  and  fubftance  of  the  kidney  ap- 

3  .  peared 
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peared  found  as  the  right.  The  ftone 
found  in  the  left  kidney  I  gave  to  that 
moft  ingenious  anatomift  Mr.  J.  Elfe,  fur* 
geon  of  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital,  lately  de- 
ceafed ;  the  other  I  have  the  pleafure  to  be 
able  to  fhew  to  you,  but  not  in  the  per- 
feftion  I  could  wifh,  for  having  been  in 
carelefs  or  rude  hands,  that  which  was  at 
firft  one  complete  ftone,  is  now  broken 
into  feveral  fragments,  and  perhaps  fome 
part  loft. 

The  above  patient  never  made  any  com¬ 
plaint  that  could  induce  me  to  fufpecl  the 
difeafe  lay  in  the  kidnies,  or  indeed  that 
there  was  any  difeafe  there.  Her  pain  was 
always  confined  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen.  The  matter  that  was  found  in  the 
right  kidney  was  traceable  to  the  bladder, 

*  and  therefore  I  think  the  kidney  muft  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  fountain  which  fupplied  it ; 
but  as  there  was  no  ulceration  in  the  kidney, 
this  matter  could  not  be  properly  called 
purulent,  but  only  that  kind  of  matter 
which  is  fecreted  by  glandular  parts  when 

Vol.  I*  Y  they 
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they  are  in  a  difeafed  ftate :  inftances  of 
which  we  hav®  in  other  glandular  parts. 

From  this  cafe  we  mull;  fee,  that  if  this 
cafe  had  been  known  to  have  been  ftones 
in  the  kidnies,  lithotomy  could  have  given 
no  relief,  how  fafely  and  dexteroufiy  foever 
the  operator  might  have  cut  his  way  to  the 
feat  of  the  difeafe. 


ARTICLE  XXV. 


Cafe  of  a  young  Lady  who  fw allowed  a 
Knife ,  unattended  with  any  difagreeabie 
Confequences :  By  William  Wheeler, 
Apothecary  to  the  Magdalen-IIospn 
tal,  and  F.M.S.  (Plate  III.  fig.  i.) 

Read  December  30,  1776. 


A  YOUNG  lady,  about  nine  years  of 
age,  being  at  play  with  a  fmall  knife 
in  her  mouth,  accidentally  fwallowcd  it. 


The  knife,  when  claiped,  meafured  in 
length  more  than  two  inches,  and  in 
breadth  above  half  an  inch,  and  yet  palled 
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the  Oefophagus  almoft  infeniibly ;  fo  much 
fo,  that  the  attendants  were  doubtful  of 
its  being  fwallowed,  till  they  had  made 
every  fearch  for  it  to  no  purpofe. 

Her  friends  being  much  alarmed,  I  was 
fent  for  immediately,  and  found  my  young 
patient  entirely  free  from  pain,  or  appre- 
henfion. 

Though  her  fituation  appeared  to  me  to 
be  attended  with  fome  danger,  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  alleviate  the  anxiety  of  her 
friends,  and  recommending  all  poffible  at¬ 
tention  to  be  ufed  in  fearch  of  the  knife, 
prefcribed  a  cooling  regimen,  with  the  ufe 
of  laxative  oleaginous  medicines.  In  other 
refpefts,  trufting  the  expuliion  to  nature. 

Th  is  method  produced  two  ftools  daily, 
and  yet  three  days  elapfed  without  any 
difcovery  being  made ;  but  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  day,  the  knife  was  voided 
by  ftool,  with  as  little  pain  as  it  had  been 
fwallowed  :  the  young  lady  continued  per- 

Y  2  fedtly 
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fedtly  ealy,  as  well  during  the  palfage  of 
the  knife,  as  afterwards. 

Soon  after  the  above,  I  was  informed  of 
a  fchool-boy  having  (wallowed  a  fmall  brafs 
padlock  ;  alhamed  of  the  circumftance,  he 
did  not  mention  it  till  fome  time  after  the 
accident,  and  in  this  interval  it  was  proba¬ 
bly  voided  by  (tool.  On  inquiry,  he  has 
fince  allured  me,  that  neither  pain,  or  any 
other  inconvenience  attended  the  (wallow¬ 
ing  it,  but  from  that  time  to  the  prefent  he 
has  enjoyed  a  perfedt  ftate  of  health. 

The  above  circumftances  (hew  the  poffi- 
bility,  at  leaft,  of  very  irregular  bodies, 
and  even  of  metallic  compofitions,  palling 
the  inteftinal  canal  without  producing  any 
difagreeable  effedts. 

But  if  thefe  cafes,  becaufe  thev  have  ter- 
minated  happily,  fhould  feem  trivial  in  the 
relation,  let  me  beg  the  indulgence  of  the 
Societv. 

j 

It  will  fcarcely  be  imagined,  I  mean  to 
5  claim 


Medical  Society  of  London .  325 

claim  any  merit  in  removing  the  caufe  of 
complaint,  in  the  cafe  which  came  under 
my  care  ;  but  refleding  on  the  figure  of 
the  fubftance  fwallowed,  the  obftrudions 
it  was  likely  to  meet  with  in  the  ftomach 
and  courfe  of  the  inteftines,  and  the  tender 
age  of  the  patient,  I  confefs  to  have  fuffer- 
ed  much  anxiety  for  her  fafety. 

From  this  circumftance,  fhould  a  fimilar 
accident  happen  in  my  future  pradice,  it 
would  greatly  diminifh  the  apprehenfions 
I  fhould  otherwife  be  liable  to,  knowing 
the  poffibility  of  fo  happy  a  conclufion. 
And  the  hopes  of  communicating  to  others, 
what  I  am  perfuaded  may  be  of  ufe  to 
myfelf,  have  induced  me  to  lay  thefe  fad& 
before  the  Society* 

jBafinghall-Street, 

Pec.  3,  1776. 
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ARTICLE  XXVI. 

Cafe  of  a  SpaJ'modic  AfeCiion  of  the  Eyes: 
Extracted fro?n  a  Letter  to  J.  C.  Lett- 
som,  M.  D.  &c.  By  Benjamin  Say, 
Practitioner  of  Medicine  in  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Read  Odtober  2,  1786. 


N  the  11  th  of  May,  1784,  at  nine 
o’clock^.  M.  William  Scotten,  a  man 
of  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  made 
application  to  me  on  account  of  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  fpafmodic  affection  of  the  mufcles 
of  his  eyes  ;  he  wore  a  piece  of  green 
filk  over  the  left  eye,  and  as  long  as  that 
remained,  fo  long  he  was  apparently  well, 
and  could  fee  with  his  right  eye  very 
diftindlly  ;  but  as  foon  as  he  removed  the 
covering  from  the  left  eye,  he  was  feized 
with  a  fpafmodic  or  convulfive  motion  of 
both  eyes,  infomuch  that  the  pupils  were 
prcternaturally  turned  upwards,  and  in¬ 
wards,  being  entirely  hid  from  the  fight 

of 
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of  the  obferver,  at  which  time  he  was  per¬ 
fectly  blind  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  left  eye 
was  covered,  the  fpafm  ceafed,  the  eyes 
refumed  their  natural  places,  and  he  could 
again  diftinCtly  fee.  This  alternate  effedt 
of  blindnefs  and  light,  I  could  caule  to 
take  place  as  often  as  I  pleafed,  by  un¬ 
covering  and  covering  the  affeCted  eye, 
which  I  did  many  times.  I  tried  many 
ways  in  order  to  difcover  whether  there 
was  not  fome  deception  ;  but  found,  after 
repeated  experiments,  that  there  was  fome- 
thing  remarkable  in  this  diforder :  I  que¬ 
ried  with  him  a  good  deal  concerning  the 
complaint,  he  informed  me  that  about 
twelve  years  before,  he  was  feized  with 
a  very  flrong  epileptic  fit,  which  lafted 
four  hours,  it  then  went  oft,  and  he  was 
not  troubled  with  any  thing  fimilar  for 
about  four  years  afterwards,  when  it 
feized  him  again,  and  continued  upon  him 
with  different  fymptoms,  at  intervals,  for 
feveral  years ;  fometirnes  he  would  vio¬ 
lently  clap  his  hands,  and  ftrike  at  any 
thing  near  him,  continuing  during  thefe 
paroxyfms  in  convulfive  motions ;  at  length 
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(he  informed  me)  about  two  months  before 
his  application  to  me,  this  general  fpaf- 
modic  affeCtion  became  local,  attacking 
his  eyes  only.  After  examining  the  dif- 
order  attentively,  I  was  induced  to  believe 
that  the  feat  of  the  complaint  was  in  the 
levator  palpebrce  fuperioris  of  the  left  eye, 
and  that  the  affeCtion  of  the  right,  took 
place  Sympathetically  from  that,  for  I  found 
by  covering  the  right  eye  only,  that  the 
fpafm  ftill  continued  ;  I  therefore  concluded 
that  if  I  were  right  in  this  opinion  of 
the  cafe,  that  by  applying  fomething  feda- 
tive  to  the  part  principally  affeCted,  it 
would  prove  at  leaf!  palliative,  and  indeed 
would  be  the  criterion,  by  which  I  fhould 
afcertain,  whether  in  my  conjectures  I  was 
right  or  wrong.  The  remedy  I  made  ufe 
of  was  the  liquid  laudanum,  which  I  ap¬ 
plied  externally  upon  the  left  upper  eye¬ 
lid  ;  I  rubbed  it  wxll  in  for  the  fpace 
of  three  or  four  minutes,  keeping  his  eye 
fhut  during  the  operation  $  when  to  my, 
and  his  great  aftonifhment  and  fatisfaCtion, 
the  fpafinodic  affeCtion  of  his  eyes  effectu¬ 
ally  ceafed.  He  fat  with  me  for  half  an 

hour 
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hour  with  the  difordered  eye  uncovered, 
without  experiencing  the  lead:  difadvan- 
tage,  and  as  I  had  feveral  patients  to  vilit 
that  morning,  I  requefted  him  to  call  in 
the  evening  to  inform-  me  how  he  had  gone 
through  the  day ;  he  called  accordingly, 
and  acquainted  me  that  he  remained  quite 
free  from  all  complaints,  and  believed  that 
he  was  perfectly  cured.  He  lives  at  a 
diftance  from  this  place,  came  purpofely 
to  confult  me,  and  if  he  had  experienced 
any  return  of  this  complaint  I  certainly 
fhould  have  been  informed  of  it.  7 

This  cafe  appears  to  be  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  uncommon  one,  and  as  fuch  I 
do  myfelf  the  honour  of  communicating 
it  to  you. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XXVII. 


Of  a  D  if  cafe,  fuccecding  the  T ranfplanting 
of  1’eeth:  By  J.  C.  Lettsom,  M.D.  &c. 

Read  Aug.  2,  1786. 


ON  the  23d  of  Auguft,  1785,  I  firft 

vifited  J.  Y - ,  Efq.  from  whom 

I  learned,  that  about  two  months  before, 
he  had  had  two  of  the  central  incifores 
removed,  and  about  a  week  afterwards, 
the  right  exterior  incifor,  which  were  re¬ 
placed  by  a  celebrated  dentift  from  two 
young  women,  who  were  fuppofed,  by  an 
eminent  furgeon,  to  be  perfe&ly  healthy, 
after  having  made  the  moft  minute  fcru- 
tiny  to  afcertain  the  faft. 


For  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  after  the 
firft  operation,  no  inconvenience  relulted  ; 
but  alter  this  period,  a  painful  fenfation 
between  the  two  firft  tranfplanted  teeth 
came  on  ;  the  patient,  however,  endured  it 
for  a  week  before  he  made  application  to 

the 
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the  furgeon,  who  recommended  him  to 
take  Peruvian  bark  and  laudanum  freely, 
which  he  continued  to  do  for  the  fpace  of 
another  week,  when  I  was  confulted. 

When  the  painful  fenfation  I  have  men¬ 
tioned,  firft  excited  the  attention  of  the 
patient,  he  recollected  that  he  had  been 
out  later  than  ufual,  on  the  preceding 
evening,  and  imagining  he  had  taken  cold, 
he  afcribed  the  prefent  fymptoms  to  this 
caufe,  not  having  at  this  time  any  other 
motive  of  fufpicion  ;  and  the  tranfplanted 
teeth  had  previoufly  acquired  nearly  a 
natural  fi mine fs. 

During  the  ufe  of  bark  and  laudanum, 
for  the  week  prior  to  my  attendance,  the 
pain  continued ;  and  an  ulceration  had 
taken  place  in  the  gums  of  the  interior 
furface  of  the  two  firft  tranfplanted  teeth, 
and  gradually  extended  to  the  root  of  the 
right  incifor. 

9  9  *  ■  , 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  I  vifited 
this  gentleman  eight  weeks  after  the  two 

central 
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central  incifores  had  been  replaced  :  the 
day  preceding  my  attendance,  he  had 
felt  a  flight  forenefs  and  fwelling  of  the 
glands  of  the  neck  and  throat,  which  were 
painful  on  prefl'ure,  but  no  ulceration  was 
perceptible  in  thofe  parts. 

I  found  an  ulceration  interiorly,  extend¬ 
ing  about  half  an  inch  from  the  teeth, 
on  the  furface  of  the  roof  of  the  mouth ; 
and  longitudinally,  the  extent  of  the  three 
teeth ;  the  ulceration  had  an  irregular  jag- 
ged  loofe  appearance,  with  livid,  fphace- 
lated  interftices.  The  external  gums  were 
alfo,  but  much  lefs  ulcerated,  and  of  a 
more  clean,  and  lefs  gangrenous  afpedl ; 
but  the  whole  together  was  fuch  as  would 
have  given  me  the  fufpicion  of  a  venereal 
difeafe  in  any  other  fituation.  The  teeth 
were  become  loofe,  and  particularly  one 
of  the  central  incifores ;  the  external  one 
was  by  much  the  mod  firm. 

In  other  refpedts  the  gentleman  was  in  a 
tolerable  ftate  of  health,  of  chafte  morals, 
and  careful  in  his  mode  of  living.  He 

:  j  had 
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had  very  lately  before  the  operation,  arri¬ 
ved  from  the  Weft-Indies,  and  had  not 
yet  acquired  the  European  vigour  of  health, 
though  not  in  any  ftate  of  difeafe.  Since 
the  firft  fenfation  of  pain,  he  complained 
of  feverifh  heat,  and  underwent  reftlefs 
nights. 


At  my  firft  vifit  I  ordered  him  to  take  a 
grain  and  an  half  of  opium,  and  two 
grains  of  calomel,  at  bed  time  ;  a  draught 
every  four  hours,  containing  a  drachm  of 
bark,  in  powder,  and  a  drachm  and  an 
half  of  Huxham’s  tindlure  of  bark ;  and 
to  fprinkle  the  ulcerations  with  a  powder 
of  two  grains  of  calomel,  and  ten  of  oii- 
banum. 


On  the  25th,  befides  the  dentift,  we  had 
in  confultation  three  other  eminent  fur- 
geons  y  when  it  was  concluded  to  omit 
mercurials,  and  to  give  every  four  hours  a 
powder,  containing  a  drachm  and  an  half 
of  Peruvian  bark,  with  ten  drops  of  The¬ 
baic  tindlure,  in  a  faline  mixture. 


Since 
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Since  the  23d,  there  was  very  little  alter¬ 
ation  in  the  fymptoms,  which,  however, 
were  in  no  refpedt  aggravated. 

Aug.  26.  The  ulcerations  continue  much 
the  fame  ;  the  pulfe  is  regular ;  an  effiore- 
fcence  for  the  firft  time  appears  on  the  fkin  : 
the  fame  quantity  of  Peruvian  bark  was 
continued,  with  twelve  drops  of  Thebaic 
tindture  in  each  dofe. 

Aug.  27.  The  ulcerations  much  as  be¬ 
fore,  at  lead:  there  is  no  appearance  of 
amendment.  The  remedies  were  conti¬ 
nued. 

• 

Aug.  28.  The  bark  was  with  difficulty 
retained  on  the  flomach  ;  it  was  however 
continued,  and  four  ounces  of  a  decoction 
of  farlaparilla  ordered  to  be  taken  after 
each  powder. 

The  efflorefcence  on  the  fkin  is  almoft 
general ;  of  an  obfcure  red  colour,  re- 
fembling  a  fyphilitick  eruption  in  every 
refpedt,  fo  far  as  I  could  afeertain. 


The 
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The  ulceration  of  the  gums  do  not 
diminifti  :  a  lotion  of  one  drachm  of  cauf- 
tic  alkali  in  half  a  pint  of  water,  with 
half  an  ounce  of  gum  arable,  was  directed 
to  be  frequently  applied  to  the  ulcerations. 

Sept.  2.  The  ulcerations  have  not  in- 
creafed,  but  rather  diminished  ^  the  erup¬ 
tion  on  the  fkin  is  rather  paler ;  an  ulce¬ 
ration  of  the  tonfils  is  now  perceptible ; 
the  patient  exprefles  relief  from  the  ufe  of 
the  lotion  ;  the  teeth  are  very  loofe. 

Sept.  8.  The  ulcerations  of  the  gums 
are  more  extended,  jagged,  and  fphacela- 
ted ;  the  Strength  of  the  patient  is  greatly 
reduced  ;  he  complains  of  head-ach  and 
want  of  reft,  with  feverifh  heat  in  the 
evening,  and  profufe  fweats  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  One  eye  is  very  much  inflamed. 

He  was  ordered  to  take  a  quarter  of  a 
grain  of  corrolive  fublimate  twice  a  day, 
and  to  apply  to  the  ulcerations  a  folution 
of  three  graiqs  of  fublimate  in  half  a  pint 
of  water. 


Sept. 
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Sept.  io.  The  ulcerations  increafe  ;  the 
teeth  are  ready  to  drop  out  of  the  fockets, 
particularly  the  central  incifores ;  the 
fublimate  excites  great  uneafinefs  in  the 
ftomach,  and  is  therefore  omitted ;  both 
tonfils  are  become  alarmingly  ulcerated. 

The  patient  exprefies  great  diflike  to  the 
ufe  of  mercurials,  but  is  perfuaded  to  rub 
upon  the  legs  one  drachm  of  the  ftrong 
mercurial  ointment  daily,  and  to  drink 
one  pint  of  a  decodtion  of  farfaparilla. 

Sept.  12.  The  complaints  are  not  aug¬ 
mented  y  but  if  any  alteration  is  percepti¬ 
ble,  it  is  on  the  favourable  fide.  The  oint¬ 
ment  and  farlaparilla  are  continued. 

Sept.  19,  There  is  fcarcely  any  efflore- 
fcence  of  the  fkin  remaining ;  the  ulcera¬ 
tions  of  the  gums  and  tonfils  are  greatly 
diminiihed :  the  ophthalmia  is  alfo  leflened, 
though  there  is  fome  inflammation  in  the 
other  eye. 


Sept. 
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Sept.  22.  The, ulcerations  and  the  oph¬ 
thalmia  are  nearly  well ;  but-  as  the  oint¬ 
ment  has  not  produced  any  ptyalifm,  it  is 
continued,  and  the  farfaparilla  likewdfe. 
The  teeth  have  acquired  a  tolerable  de¬ 
gree  of  firmnefs. 

Sept.  26.  The  ulcerations  are  perfedly 
healed,  and  every  other  fymptom  of  indif- 
pofition  has  vaniffied ;  the  teeth  have  ac¬ 
quired  a  greater  firmnefs  in  the  fockets, 
and  the  remedies  wrere  allowed  to  be  fuf- 

There  is  fo  much  fimilarity  in  ulcera¬ 
tions,  that  it  is  not  eafy  by  the  moft  accu¬ 
rate  language  to  convey  a  diftindt  and 
clear  idea  of  the  different  kinds  of  them, 
varying  as  they  do,  according  to  their 
various  caufes,  to  the  degrees  of  virulence, 
length  of  time  in  which  they  have  con¬ 
tinued,  flate  of  the  body  in  wdiich  they 
occur,  and  other  contingencies.  Never- 
thelefs,  ulcers  depending  upon  fyphilis, 
however  difficult  of  defcriptive  elucidation, 
are  in  general  pretty  readily  afcertained 

vol.  1.  Z  from 
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•  » 
from  their  peculiar  afpedt,  by  perfons  long 

conversant  with  medical  practice ;  and' 

from  all  the  observations  I  have  been  able 

to  make,  I  did  not  heSitate,  at  the  time 

of  attendance,  in  giving  my  opinion,  that 

the  diSeafe  I  have  related,  was  the  lues 

% 

venerea  communicated  by  the  transplanted 
teeth,  which  the  appearances  in  the  ulcers 
of  the  gums,  the  eruption  on  the  Ikin, 
the  peculiar  ophthalmia ,  the  ulcerations 
in  the  ton  fils,  and  the  whole  progrefs  of 
the  treatment  and  cure,  appeared  to  juflify. 

Under  this  perfuafion,  as  the  mercurials 
were  fufpended  as  Soon  as  the  ulcers  healed, 
and  before  the  diSeafe  was  probably  totally 
eradicated,  I  intimated  this  fufpicioil  at 
the  time,  to  the  patient ;  whofe  ftrength, 
however,  was  So  far  reduced,  as  autho¬ 
rised  us  to  interdict  mercury  at  prefent, 
efpecially  as  he  then  propofed  to  take  the 
tour  of  the  Southern  parts  of  Europe.  I 
recommended  him  therefore  to  procure 
mercurial  ointment,  prepared  without  tur¬ 
pentine,  and  in  cafe  of  the  recurrence  of 

the. 
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the  difeafe,  to  have  immediate  recourfe 
to  this  remedy;, 

By  the  time  he  arrived  at  Genoa, 
which  was  on  the  29th  of  December, 
about  eight  weeks  after  the  fufpenfion  of 
the  mercurial  ointment,  the  difeafe  anain 
appeared,  with  ulcerations  of  the  gums, 
refembling,  as  far  as  the  patient  could 
judge,  the  former  attack,  though  in  a 
lefs  degree,  owing  probably  to  the  imme¬ 
diate  application  of  mercurial  ointment  to 
the  throat,  which  in  lefs  than  a  week  flop¬ 
ped  the  difeafe ;  after  which  he  ufed  it 
Very  fparingly,  and  concluded  his  medical 
regimen  with  taking  a  decoCtion  of  far- 
faparilla ;  and  he  has  fince  continued  free 
from  difeafe  to  theprefent  time,  May  1786, 
when  I  procured  his  affiftance  in  drawing 
up  the  preceding  relation. 

Whilft  I  admit  the  refemblance  of  this 
difeafe  to  the  lues  venerea,  I  cannot  be 
infenlible  of  the  weight  of  forne  general 
objections,  publiihed  by  a  gentleman,  whofe 

Z  2  great 
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great  difcernment  is  univerfally  admired5; 
but  as  I  have  related  the  appearances  and 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  the  treatment  and 
cure  of  it,  from  notes  daily  taken,  my 
opinion  cannot  alter  the  fadts,  with  which 
the  author  I  have  alluded  to  was  acquaint¬ 
ed,  and  of  which  the  reader  may  decide 
upon  for  himfelf. 

I  have  remarked,  that  two  teeth,  the  cen¬ 
tral  incifors,  were  inferted  a  week  before  the 
external  incifor  ;  and  the  difeafe  through¬ 
out  its  whole  progrefs,  feemed  to  originate 
from  the  two  former ;  both  of  which  were 
very  loofe,  one  indeed  was  ready  to 
drop  out  of  the  alveolus  upon  the  flighted 
touch,  while  the  external  incifor  prefer ved 
throughout  a  degree  of  firmnefs  that  never 
afforded  any  alarm,  and  the  ulceration 
which  extended  to  it  was  lefs  foul :  I  fuf- 
pedt,  therefore,  that  the  perfon  from  whom 
the  other  two  were  extracted,  conveyed 
the  lues:  had  the  difeafe  originated  from 

•  See  Hunter’s  Trcatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
P-  379>  391*  397- 
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the  patient,  the  ulceration  would  have 
been  lefs  partial. 

With  refpedt  to  the  length  of  the  time, 
from  the  application  of  the  caufe  to  the 
appearance  of  the  difeafe,  I  fee  no  well- 
grounded  argument  again  ft  the  fuppofitiori 
I  have  admitted ;  as  that  the  iyphilitic 
infection  has  lain  fo  long  dormant,  and 
afterwards  exerted  its  virulence,  I  have 
no  doubt.  Few  difeafes  afford  more  ano¬ 
malous  fymptoms  than  the  venereal,  and 
not  one  fymptom  occurred  in  the  prefent 
cafe  but  what  muft  have  been  feen  in  others 
repeatedly  5  the  colour  of  the  eruption, 
its  acceflion,  duration,  and  receffion ;  the 
ulcerations  of  the  tonfils ;  the  ophthalmia ; 
and  every  other  circumftance,  appeared 
to  me  confentaneous  to  other  inftances 
in  the  lues , 

* 

It  cannot  be  refuted,  that  with  the 
utmoft  precaution,  the  fcion  tooth  is  ff ill  a 
living  tooth,  has  the  principle  of  life  fo 
far  preferved,  as  to  unite  with  the  veffel  of 
the  new  alveolus ;  and,  confequently,  if  it 

Z  3  retains 
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retains  a  difeafe  with  the  living  principle, 
it  may  alfo  convey  this  difeafe  to  a  body, 
of  which  it  becomes  a  living  member ;  but 
perhaps  from  the  hardnefs  of  its  texture, 
and  its  flow  union  with  the  parts  to  which 
it  is  thus  nearly  allied,  it  may  be  longer  in 
conveying  the  poifon  which  it  carried  from 
its  original  feat ;  and  this  may  remove  a 
doubt  which  has  been  raifed  refpedting  the 
lapfc  of  time  between  the  infertion  of  the 
tooth  and  the  appearance  of  the  difeafe. 

We  never  have  had  any  inftance  recorded 
of  fuch  a  difeafe  fucceeding  the  infertion 
of  dead,  or  of  ivory  teeth ;  a  dead  tooth, 
whether  lofing  its  living  principle,  in  its 
original  feat,  without  removal,  or  a  dead 
one,  inferted  into  the  alveolus  of  another 
perfon,  acquires  a  colour  and  appearance 
totally  different  from  a  living  tooth,  whether 
an  original  or  a  trnfplanted  tooth.  The 
argument  therefore  of  foaking  and  clean- 
fing  the  tooth,  conftitutes  no  proof  againft 
the  probability  of  communicating  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  as  long  as  the  tooth  retains  the  living 
principle,  capable  of  forming  an  union 

with 
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with  the  parts  into  which  it  has  been 
inferted,  by  a  fpecific  medium  of  circu¬ 
lation,  fuch  as  exifts  in  the  natural  ftate  ; 
unlefs  it  be  contended  that  the  teeth  are 
incapable  of  retaining  the  venereal  difeafe, 
which,  however,  cannot  be  argued  by  any 
analogy,  for  the  difeafe  feems  to  be  parti¬ 
cularly  determined  to  fome  of  the  hard 
bones  of  the  body,  as  the  tibia,  crani¬ 
um,  &c.  and  fome  times  remains  latent  for 
years,  poffefiing  at  the  fame  time  the  ge¬ 
nuine  fyphilitic  powers ;  but  fuppoling  the 
teeth  incapable  of  retaining  and  com¬ 
municating  the  difeafe,  ftill  the  nerves  and 
jflefhy  parts  about  them  may  do  it  effec¬ 
tually. 

That  this  difeafe  fhould  fucceed  the 
tranfplanting  of  teeth,  conveys  no  cenfure 
upon  the  dentift  who  performed  the  ope¬ 
ration,  as  every  precaution  to  obviate  fuch 
an  incident  was  adopted  :  the  perfons  from 
whom  the  teeth  were  extracted,  were  mi- 

.  ■  *  1 

nutely  examined  by  an  eminent  furgeon, 
and  the  tranfplanted  ones  were  foaked 
in  lukewarm  water  for  about  an  hour 

Z  4  before 
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before  they  were  inferted  into  the  alveoli 
of  the  gentleman. 

It  is  certain,  however,  that  inftances 
have  occurred  with  other  operators  wherein 
fuch  precautions  have  not  been  taken,  per¬ 
haps  from  an  opinion  that  the  more  quickly 
the  tranfition  was  made,  from  extracting 
to  inferting  a  fcion  tooth,  the  greater  was 
the  probability  of  the  tranfplanted  tooth 
fixing  into  the  alveolus  \  Dr.  Hamilton,  of 
Ipfwich,  to  whom  I  had  communicated  the 
foregoing  cafe,  has  favoured  me  with  an 
account  of  two  unfortunate  cafes  that  fell 
victims  to  this  practice,  which  I  fhall 
annex. 

From  what  I  can  colleCt,  in  an  extenfive 
inquiry  into  the  practice  of  tranfplanting 
teeth,  about  one  in  every  twrenty  have 
had  the  difeafe,  and  of  thefe  about  one 

1  u  It  will  be  hardly  neccflary  to  mention  that  the 
“  fooner  the  fcion  is  put  into  its  place  the  better,  as 

%  »  4  •  •  »  # 

delay  will  perpetually  lofe  the  power  upon  which  the 
union  of  the  two  parts  depends.” 

Hunter  on  the  Teeth,  v.  ii.  p.  102. 

fourth 
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fourth  have  died.  It  is  true,  that  in  fome 
of  thefe  fatal  cafes,  mercury  had  been  ufed, 
but  it  has  been  in  fuch  only,  where  the 
patient  had  been  debilitated  to  an  extreme 
degree,  and  never  where  it  had  been  ex¬ 
hibited  early,  or  whilft  a  good  (hare  of 
flrength  remained,  fo  far  as  I  know :  every 
perfon  acquainted  with  practice,  very  well 
knows,  that  in  fome  in  fiances  of  the  hies 
in  the  common  way,  the  application  of  mer¬ 
cury  will  not  cure  ;  and,  indeed,  where  the 
cortex  and  other  tonics  have  afforded  more 
benefit ;  but  fuch  inftances  are  compara¬ 
tively  rare,  and  form  no  proof  againft  the 
general  efficacy  of  mercury  in  the  hies , 

As  the  fpecies  of  difeafe  I  have  de~ 
fcribed,  has  not  been  noticed  in  this  king¬ 
dom  above  ten  years,  owing  probably  to 
the  novelty  of  tranfplanting  living  teeth, 
I  have  given  my  opinion  in  the  foregoing 
pages  with  more  hefitation ;  for  had  it 
not  been  for  the  circumftances  attending 
other  patients,  who  have  had  fimilar  ulce¬ 
rations  of  the  gums  after  the  operation,  I 
fhould  not  have  entertained  any  doubt  of  the 
fyphilitic  nature  of  the  prefent  cafe, 
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The  eminent  writer,  whofe  authority 
I  have  already  noticed,  has  related  feveral 
examples,  which  lead  one  to  doubt  the 
real  exigence  of  the  lues  in  this  peculiar 
difeafe  of  the  gums. 

Profefior  Kuhn,  of  Philadelphia,  whofe 
amiable  character  is  univerfally  elteemed, 
and  whofe  authority  is  inferior  to  none, 
has  lately  favoured  me  with  the  following 
cafe  of  ulceration  of  the  gums  fucceeding 
the  tranfplanting  of  teeth,  which  happened 
in  Philadelphia. 


“  SIR, 

T  HAVE  until  this  time  delayed  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  favour  of  your  letter, 
from  an  expectation  which  I  entertained, 
of  being  able  to  furnifh  you  with  feveral 
cafes,  fimilar  in  their  confequences,  to  that 
of  Mr.  J.  Y - ;  but  after  the  moft  dili¬ 

gent  inquiry,  thofe  cafes,  of  which  I  had 
heard  various  accounts,  proved  to  be  en¬ 
tirely 
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tirely  local,  and  indeed  confined  to  the 
jaw-bone.  One  cafe  which  I  attended  was 

in  many  refpeds  fimilar  to  Mr.  Y - ’s, 

and  of  this  the  following  hiflory  will 
determine  your  opinion. 

“  A  married  lady,  in  this  city,  had 
two  teeth  inferted  into  the  upper  jaw  by 
Mr.  Le  Mayeur,  a  celebrated  dentift  ;  thefe 
fucceeded  extremely  well.  After  fome  time 
a  third  was  likewife  inferted  ;  but  this  was 
never  perfectly  fixed  or  firm,  though  for 
fix  weeks  fhe  felt  no  kind  of  inconveni¬ 
ence.  She  then  began  to  complain  of  a 
ffridture  about  the  fauces,  and  fome  fymp- 
toms  of  a  fore  throat,  with  a  flight  ulceration 
of  the  tonfils,  which  fhe  attributed  to  cold, 
and  for  which  fhe  loft  about  eight  ounces 
of  blood  from  the  arm.  This  not  affording 
her  any  relief,  my  attendance  was  defired  : 
I  found  the  glands  in  the  neck  confiderably 
fwelled  and  hard,  the  gum  about  the  laft 
inferted  tooth  livid,  with  a  lofs  of  fub- 
ftance,  and  the  tooth  itfelf  much  loofer 
than  it  had  been  for  fome  time ;  a  flight 
fever  accompanied  the  fymptoms,  attended 

with 
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with  a  lofs  of  appetite,  and  fome  degree 
of  naufea  \  after  fome  days,  eruptions  ap¬ 
peared  over  the  whole  body,  and  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  arms,  and  in  the  palms  of  the 
hands,  covered  with  furfuracious  feales, 
which  were  foon  renewed  if  removed  by 
defign  or  accident.  There  was  no  room 
for  even  fufpedting  that  fyphilis  could  have 
been  the  fource  of  any  of  the  fymptoms, 
and  I  therefore  concluded  that  the  irri¬ 
tation  from  the  laft  infer  ted  tooth  had 
cccafioned  the  various  fymptoms '  of  the 
diforder.  The  gum  was  repeatedly  fcari- 
fied,  external  remedies  were  applied  to 
the  fwelling  in  the  neck,  to  prevent  an 
abfeefs,  which  there  was  much  reafon  to 
apprehend,  and  fmall  dofes  of  neutral 
faits  were  adminiftered  to  moderate  or 
relieve  the  fever.  But  though  her  com¬ 
plaints  did  not  grow  worfe  under  this 
treatment,  I  had,  after  two  months  attend¬ 
ance,  the  mortification  to  find  them  no 
better,  and  therefore  advifed  the  removal 
of  the  tooth,  as  the  only  method  that  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  effectual  to  relieve  the  com¬ 
plaints,  This,  after  feme  hesitation,  was 

complied 
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complied  with  ;  the  gum  in  a  few  days 
healed  and  became  perfe&ly  found ;  the 
fwelling  in  the  neck  abated  by  degrees ; 
the  eruptions  vanifhed,  but  fo  flowly,  that 
it  was  feveral  months  before  they  dilap- 
peared  entirely.  She  took  a  few  doles 
of  bark  daily  for  about  a  week,  to  reftore 
tone  and  vigour  to  the  fyfcem,  which  had 
been  very  much  impaired  by  anxiety  and 
diftrefs  of  mind  as  well  as  by  the  difeafe/' 

Philadelphia, 

May  5,  1786. 


Under  authorities  of  fuch  acknowledged 
reputation,  there  certainly  remains  a  diffi¬ 
culty  in  deciding  upon  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  We  know  by  experience,  that  mixing 
two  companies  of  people  together,  will  occa- 
fion  a  difeafe  that  did  not  apparently  exift 
in  either.  Dr.  Blane  repeatedly  remarked 
that  fevers  prevailed  upon  mixing  the 
crews  of  one  fhip  to  make  up  the  compli¬ 
ment  of  another,  which  would  not  in  all 
probability  have  occurred  to  either  had 

they 
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.  they  been  kept  diftinCt.  In  the  winter  vaca*» 
tion  of  the  year  1785,  I  attended  many  chil¬ 
dren,  who  left  fchool  in  apparent  health* 
who  were  attacked  with  a  low  nervous 
fever  fome  time  after  coming  home  to  their 
friends,  where  I  could  not  deduce  the  in- 
difpofition  from  any  indulgence  or  irregu¬ 
larity  in  the  families.  -This  was  not  pecu¬ 
liar  to  the  children  of  one  fchool,  but 
happened  to  thofe  of  different  fchools ; 
and  was  indeed  fo  general  as  to  be  diftin- 
guifhed  by  fome  phylicians  by  the  name  of 
fchool  fever. 

I  have  often  known  inftances  of  dentifts 
having  drawn  through  miftake  a  found 
tooth  inftead  of  the  decayed,  which  upon 
being  inftantly  replaced  into  the  focket 
has  become  again  firm  and  permanent  * 

but  in  no  inftancc  whatever  has  this  difeafe 

# 

been  produced ;  if  therefore  the  difeafe 
be  not  fyphilitic,  may  it  not  depend  upon 
bringing  together  the  principles  of  two 
different  conftitutions,  one  of  which  may 
poflefs  a'  pre-difpofition  to  morbid  af¬ 
fection  ? 


Were 
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Were  it  necefifary,  analogy  might  favour 
this  theory,  from  the  influence  of  various 
infeftious  difeafes ;  but  as  we  have  not  had 
fufficient  experience  refpedting  the  true 
nature  and  caufe  of  the  difeafe  arifing 
from  tranfplanting  teeth,  any  deductions 
from  this  practice  muft,  at  prefent,  be 
unfatisfaCtory.  It  is  however  a  pleafure  to 
know,  that  whatever  be  its  caufe,  mercury 
appears  capable  of  effecting  its  cure. 


Letter  from  Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Ipswich, 

♦ 

to  Dr.  Lettsom. 

\ 

“ 1  D0  not  find,  on  inquiry,  the  dif¬ 
eafe  occafioned  by  tranfplanting  teeth 
from  one  perfon  to  another,  fo  new,  nor 
altogether  fo  uncommon,  as  I  at  firft 
fuppofed  y  and  the  perufal  of  your  laft 
favour  convinces  me,  that  it  feems  more 
from  our  inattention  and  the  want  of  ob- 
fervation,  than  from  its  non-exiftence,  that 
it  has,  till  lately,  efcaped  the  notice  of 

1 

medical  men.  I  am  now  furnifhed  with  a 
cafe,  which  happened  more  than  ten  years 
1  ago. 
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ago,  to  corroborate,  in  part  at  lcaft,  this 
aficrtion. 

Talking  on  the  fubjedt  with  a  gentleman 
of  this  place,  lince  the  publication  of  the 
third  volume  of  the  College  Tranfadtions, 
wherein  Sir  William  Watfon  has  related 
a  cafe,  and  which  fcems  to  have  been  the 
firft  noticed,  he  allures  me,  that  a  fimilar 
complaint  was  experienced  by  a  young  lady 
of  his  acquaintance,  which  arofe  precifely 
from  the  lame  caufe. — It  was  as  follows: 

A  white,  and  an  apparently  found  tooth, 
was  taken  from  the  jaw  of  a  feemingly 
healthy  perfon,  and  immediately  tranf- 
planted  into  the  jaw  of  the  lady.  Soon 
after  which  fhe  began  to  complain  of 
pain,  grew  daily  worfe,  ulcers  appeared 
in  the  gum  where  it  was  inferted ;  thefe 
ipread,  funk  deeper,  communicated  to 
her  upper  and  under  jaw,  fauces,  and 
tonfils ;  difeharged  a  foetid  ichor,  and  ra¬ 
pidly  continued  their  ravages,  till  in  no 
long  time  fffter,  not  only  the  roof  of  her 
mouth,  but  both  upper  and  under  lips 


were 
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were  confumed ;  her  teeth  alfo  fell  out, 
for  the  alceoli  became  carious,  and  {he 
appeared  a  fpettacle  blocking  to  behold : 
fhe  lived  fome  confiderable  time,  however, 
before  death  put  a  period  to  her  miferies. 

We  are  told  of  the  great  care  taken 
by  the  dentifts  to  obtain  teeth  from  found 
perfons ;  how  the  ftridteft  inquiry  is  made 
relative  to  this,  before  they  proceed  to  the 
extradlion  of  the  tooth ;  and  how,  that 
even  when  they  are  fully  fatisfied  on  this 
point,  they  do  not  hop  here,  but  proceed 
further :  they  foak  it  well  in  warm  water, 
and  they  carefully  wipe  it  clean  and  dry, 
before  they  infer t  it  into  the  deftined  jaw. 

t 

“  I  doubt  not,  but  this  may  be,  for  the 
moft  part,  ftriftly  true ;  and  that  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  dentifts  fcrupulouily  and  confci- 
entioufly  adhere  to  this  plan,  I  mean  fuch 
as  have  a  character  which  they  wifh  to 
maintain ;  but  it  is  feared,  there  may 

be  exceptions,  and  that  there  have  been 

•>* 

thofe  who  paid  lefs  regard  to  this  neceflary 
precaution. 

vol.  1.  A  a 


it 
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“  The  gentleman  who  favours  me  with 
the  relation  of  this  cafe,  fays,  he  knows 
inftances  where  the  tooth  has  been  taken 

warm  from  the  one  jaw,  and  the  next 

0 

moment  inferted  into  that  wherein  it  was 
de dined  to  remain,  without  any  fuch  pre¬ 
cautions  as  thefe  being  obferved. 

**  But  the  fatality  that  has  attended  Sir 
William  Watfon’s  patient,  with  the  fatality 
of  this  I  have  related,  and  the  brink  of 
death  on  which  your  own  flood,  who,  I 
trufl  by  this  time,  is  removed  from  all  dan¬ 
ger,  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  operate  fo  forci¬ 
bly  on  the  pra&itioners  in  this  branch,  that 
no  poflible  precaution  will  hereafter  be  neg¬ 
lected,  that  can  obviate  fuch  evil  tendency. 

4t  I  would  not,  from  thefe  cafes,  entirely 
condemn  the  practice  of  tranfplanting 
teeth  ;  I  am  authorifed  from  another  cor- 
refpondent  of  obfervation,  to  affert,  that 
it  has  been  attended  with  utility.  That 
at  the  end  of  five  years  from  the  operation, 
the  tranfplanted  tooth  neither  ihowed  figns 
of  decay,  nor  did  pain,  or  any  other  evil 

tendency. 
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tendency,  to  create  an  alarm,  during  this 
period,  ever  fucceed. 

“  Notwithstanding  this,  it  may  be  per¬ 
haps  as  fafe,  not  to  run  the  rifque  for 
every  trifling  blemifh  in  this  part  of  the 
human  fabric.  A  little  black  fpeck,  of 
no  importance  even  to  beauty,  or  a  tooth 
not  ftanding  altogether  fo  exadily  in  a 
row  with  its  fellows,  fhould  by  no  means 
tempt  any  one  to  hazard  its  removal  for 
another,  though  more  beautiful  to  the  eye, 
which  may  in  a  fliort  time  be  the  caufe  of 
difeafe  and  pain,  if  not  death. 

“  That  it  is  the  fyphilis,  or  confirmed 
pox,  which  moft  frequently  takes  place 
from  this  operation,  there  appears  to  me 
feme  reafon  to  conclude ;  and  this  is 
ftrengthened  as  well  from  the  frequency 
of  venereal  taints  in  both  fexes,  as  from 
confidering  what  fort  of  perfons  they  are, 
who,  for  the  fake  of  a  bribe,  fubmit  in  this 
way  to  the  lofs  of  their  teeth  :  their  ways 
of  life,  and  other  circumftances,  give  room 
for  fufpicion  on  this  head. 

2 
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“  In  the  cafe  related  by  Sir  William  Wat- 
fon,  it  yielded  to  nothing  but  mercury  D ; 
the  ulcers,  after  the  ufe  of  this  mineral, 
foon  began  to  look  better;  but  a  proper 
quantity  could  not  be  adminiftcred,  for  the 
patient’s  flrcngth  was  too  far  exhaufted 
before  the  trial  was  made. 

“  Daily  experience  proves,  that  in  the 
advanced  ftages  of  fyphilis,  mercury  does 
not  always  fucceed ;  every  part  of  the 
fvftem  may  be  fo  weakened  by  the  dif- 
eafe,  that  the  operation  of  this  medicine 
cannot  be  born  ;  before  a  proper  quan¬ 
tity  be  thrown  in,  fome  fymptoms  may  be 
induced,  which  will  oblige  the  phyfician  to 
delift  from  its  further  ufe. 

ts  But  the  perfon  from  whom  the  tooth 
was  extracted,  as  related  by  Sir  William 
Watfon,  had  no  appearance,  either  on  the 
pudendum,  or  tonfils,  of  this  affedtion  :  an 

»  Mercury,  we  grant,  cures  other  difeafes  befides  the 
lues :  wc  do  not,  therefore,  infift  on  this  as  an  argument, 
we  muft  look  further  ;  this  will  neither  prove  for,  nor 
againft,  the  difeafe  being  fyphilis. 

$ 
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eminent  furgeon  had  made  the  examina¬ 
tion.  We  may,  however,  be  allowed  to 
remark,  how  difficult  it  is,  abfolutely  to 
determine  again  ft  the  prefence  of  this  in¬ 
fection  ;  and  this  will  appear  more  ftrong 
when  it  is  confidered,  how  fmall  the  quan¬ 
tity  is  that  can  communicate  the  taint,  or 
how  far  the  fyftem  may  be  charged  with 
it  at  the  time,  though  not  obvious  to  our 
fenfes  w. 

“  Though  I  am  inclined  to  doubt, 
whether  blood  is  at  any  time,  of  itfelf, 
capable  of  communicating  either  this  or 

/ 

fome  other  infectious  difeafes,  at  leaft  till 

w  A  furgeon  of  character  in  this  town,  lately  told 
me  of  a  cafe  of  fyphilis,  where  not  the  leaft  appearance, 
either  of  it  on  the  private  parts,  or  any  other  part  of  the 
body,  {hewed  itfelf  for  upwards  of  fix  years.  About 
this  time  the  patient,  then  a  bachelor,  contracted  the 
venereal  difeafe — was  cured  to  all  appearance — after¬ 
wards  married,  and  his  wife  bore  children  to  him;  nei¬ 
ther  fhe,  nor  they  were  ever  affeCted  :  an  ulcer  now 
appeared,  and  he  was  perfectly  cured  by  mercury.  He 
folemnly  protefted,  he  never  had  connection  with  any 
woman  but  his  wife,  fince  his  marriage.  This  proves 
how  long  it  may  remain  dormant  in  the  habit,  and  a£ 
length  break  forth  with  all  its  virulence. 

A  a  3 
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more  fatisfaClory  proofs  appear  from  accu¬ 
rate  experiment ;  yet  it  might  prove  the 
medium  to  convey  the  poifon,  which  it  is 
not  beyond  probability  to  fuppofe.  It  might 
be  received  from  feme  fmall  ulcer  unde¬ 
tected  about  the  root  of  the  tooth,  at  the 
time  of  extraction.  But  the  tooth  was  well 
wafhed  and  wiped,  and  confequently  all 
the  poifon  removed :  this  is  a  ditficult 
matter  to  determine.  If  a  fmall  ulcer  be 
allowed,  the  remains  of  which  was  not 
carefully  cut,  or  feraped  away,  the  un¬ 
found  part  might  even  after  all  this  pre¬ 
caution  retain  enough  of  the  vitiated  ichor 
to  inoculate  the  perfon  into  whofe  jaw 
it  was  inferted. 

“  The  fyphilis  attacks  not  only  the  foft 
parts,  but  the  bones,  and  moft  commonly 
thofe  of  the  clofeft  and  hardeft  texture  : 
both  Sir  William  Watfon’s  patient,  and 
the  patient  mentioned  here,  had  the  bones 
confumed.  I  infift  not,  however,  on  this 
mode  of  reafoning,  but  throw  out  thefe 
hints  as  probable  conjecture  ;  yet  the  con- 

clulions. 
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clufions,  as  inferred  from  the  premifes, 
would  feem  not  to  be  altogether  unnatural.’ ’ 


“  P.  S.  I  have  within  this  hour  been 
informed  of  another  cafe  of  tranfplanted 
teeth  followed  by  death.  It  happened 
more  than  feven  years  ago,  which  is  a 
further  proof  that  Sir  William  Watfon’s 
cafe  is  not  the  firft  of  the  kind.  A  relped- 
able  clergyman  allures  me  of  the  fad ;  the 
fubjed  like  wife  a  lady,  and  the  operator,  a 
dentift  that  lived  in  Bond-Street,  London; 
he  alfo  tells  me,  that  little  care  was  formerly 
taken  by  the  dentifts,  and  that  he  knows 
the  common  practice  was,  to  infert  the 
tooth  into  the  deftined  jaw,  warm  from 
the  jaw  whence  it  was  extracted.  The 
opinion  was,  that  the  blood  affifled  in 
faftening  the  tooth  both  more  fpeedily,  and 
more  fecurely.  He  does  not  at  this  diftance 
of  time  recoiled;  whether  the  tonlils  and 
palate  were  affeded ;  but  he  can  never 
forget  the  fhocking  appearance  of  the  poor 
fufferer.  The  pradice,  it  feems,  has  been 
to  obtain  fine  white  teeth,  without  paying 
much  regard  to  the  perfon  from  whom 

A  a  4  they 
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they  took  them.  Little  chimney-fweep 
boys  became  more  frequently  than  others, 
the  vidtims  from  whom  teeth  might  be 
obtained  for  a  fmall  trifle,  fometimes  a 
fhilling,  or,  at  mod,  half  a  crown  :  no 
wonder,  if  difeafe  was  the  refill t  of  fuch 
promifeuous  and  inattentive  proceedings. 


ARTICLE  XXVIII. 

Remarkable  Effects  of  Cantharides  in  Pa¬ 
ralytic  Affe  Elions :  In  a  Letter  to  the 
Medical  Society  o/'  London:  By 
J.  Vaughan,  M.D.  C.  M.S.  andPhy- 
fician  to  the  Leicester-Infirmary. 

Read  Odtober  16,  1786. 

PARALYTIC  cafes  come  fo  often  under 
the  notice  of  the  phyfician,  and  fo 
frequently  prove  fuperior  to  his  fkill,  that, 
I  truft,  any  remedy  which  promifes  to 
be  of  ufe  in  fo  dreadful  a  malady  will  be 
received  both  with  candour  and  thankful- 

nefs 
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nefs  by  the  medical  world.  It  is  true,  that 
our  knowledge  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  and 
of  the  means  by  which  it  performs  its  re- 
fpedlive  functions,  is  at  prefent  very  im- 
perfect,  and  reduces  our  practice  very 
frequently  to  a  kind  of  creditable  empiri- 
cifm ;  yet  fadts  will  always  have  their 
weight,  and  will  ferve  as  ufeful  guides  to 
us  when  a  cafe  occurs  fimilar  to  that 
which  I  (hall  make  the  fubjedt  of  this 
paper ;  and  which  I  feledt  as  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  of  very  many,  which  have  come 
under  my  cognizance,  when  the  fame 
means  have  been  employed.  The  remedy 
I  am  about  to  fpeak  of  made  a  noife,  as 
we  very  well  know,  fome  years  ago,  and 
the  gentleman,  who  ventured  to  employ 
it,  fubjedted  himfelf  to  cenfure.  A  more 
enlightened  philofophy  has,  in  the  prefent 
day,  removed  many  of  our  prejudices,  and 
made  way  for  the  introdudtion  of  various 
articles  into  the  Materia  Medica,  hereto¬ 
fore  accounted  deleterious,  and  not  appli¬ 
cable  to  any  good  purpofe.  Of  this  number 
was  cantharides  given  as  an  internal  medi¬ 
cine  5  but,  I  truft,  it  will  appear  from  what 

I  am 
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I  am  going  to  relate,  that  cant  bar  ides  may¬ 
be  exhibited  in  lubftance,  not  only  with 
fafety,  but  with  advantage;  without  any  fur¬ 
ther  remark,  then,  I  haflen  to  my  narrative. 

A  lufty  and  healthy  young  man,  aged 
twenty-one  years,  being  violently  heated, 
threw  himfelf  on  the  ground,  and  fell  faft 
afleep.  He  was  found,  after  fome  hours,  ut¬ 
terly  incapable  of  voluntary  motion,  fenfe- 
lefs,  with  great  coldnefs  of  the  limbs  and 
furface  of  the  body  ;  he  was  deprived  of 
the  power  of  fpeech,  and  his  water  flowed 
involuntarily.  In  this  ftate  his  friends 
applied  to  an  apothecary  for  afliftance, 
who  bled  him,  gave  him  a  purge,  and 
placed  a  blifter  upon  his  back.  I  found 
him  with  a  very  coniiderable  degree  of 
ftupor,  a  frequent  unequal  refpiration,  and 
a  pulfe  flow  and  feeble. 

March  28.  As  he  had  had  no  ftool  for 
fome  days,  a  warm  ftimulating  clyfter  with 
tincl .  Jacr .  and  tintf.  jalap,  was  immedi¬ 
ately  administered.  The  whole  head  was 
covered  with  a  blifter,  as  was  alfo  the 

Jacr  urn. 
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facrum ,  and  a  volatile  liniment  with  more 
than  the  ufual  quantity  of  fpt .  fal.  ammo¬ 
niac,  cum  calce  viva,  was  applied  to  the 
region  of  the  pubis ,  to  the  fpine  of  the 
back,  and  to  the  lower  limbs.  A  bolus 
confifting  of  a  fcruple  of  volatile  fait,  as 
much  of  the  eletl.  cardiac .  p,  e.  with  a 
grain  of  cantharides  in  powder  was  ordered 
to  be  taken  once  in  fix  hours,  which  was 
to  be  wafhed  down  with  a  ftrong  infufion 
of  valerian,  horfe-radifh,  muftard-feed,  and 
canella  alba .  This  plan  was  continued 
for  three  fucceffive  days,  without  its  pro¬ 
ducing  any  vifible  effedt. 

On  the  31ft  of  March,  the  volatile  fait 
and  the  cordial  eledtuary  were  each  in- 
creafed  to  the  quantity  of  half  a  drachm, 
and  the  grain  of  cantharides  was  added  to 
it  as  heretofore  ;  but  inftead  of  once  in  fix 
hours,  the  bolus  was  ordered  to  be  re¬ 
peated  every  three  hours,  with  the  infufion 
as  before  directed. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  not  having  gained 
any  material  advantage,  his  clyfter  being 

firfl 
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firft  repeated,  ten  grains  more  of  the  vola¬ 
tile  fait,  making  in  the  whole  u  two  feru- 
ples,  and  a  fecond  grain  of  cantharidcs 
were  added  to  each  bolus,  which  was  to  be 
repeated  every  three  or  four  hours  until 
fome  manifeft  effect  was  produced.  This 
method  he  purfued  until  the  6th  of  April ; 
in  the  evening  of  that  day  he  became  very 
reftlefs,  was  able  to  tofs  himfelf  about, 

u  I  doubt  not  but  two  fcruples  of  volatile  fait  will  be 
confidered  by  moft  people  as  a  large  dofe  of  that  medi¬ 
cine;  but  on  the  authority  of  Van  Swieten,  who  fpcaks 
favourably  of  it  in  paralytic  cafes,  I  fome  years  fince 
began  with  giving  a  patient,  who  laboured  under  Para- 
lyfis,  fir  11  of  all,  a  drachm  in  half  a  pint  of  water  gruel 
falling  ;  this  producing  no  effect,  two  drachms  were 
given,  then  three,  and,  at  lad,  half  an  ounce  in  the 
fame  quantity  of  gruel.  This  dofe  was  continued  for 
three  weeks,  without  producing  either  good  or  evil, 
and  the  patient  made  no  complaint  of  it  but  that  it 
heated  the  fauces,  and  warmed  the  llomach  for  a  Ihort 
time.  In  this  flate,  having  continued  the  volatile  fait 
in  fuch  doles  and  for  fo  long  ^  time,  I  ordered  fome 
blood  to  be  drawn  from  the  arm,  with  a  view  to  de¬ 
termine  what  effect  it  had  produced  on  that  fluid.  The 
blood  was  of  a  more  florid  colour  than  ufual,  but  its 

'  I 

texture  not  in  the  lead  broken  ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
thought,  after  Handing  many  hours,  that  it  yielded 
leis  lcrum  than  common,  and  the  crafl'amcntum  was 
rather  firmer  than  ordinary. 


and 
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and  though  not  to  articulate  any  words, 
yet  he  made  a  great  noife  expreffive  of 
much  pain,  frequently  applying  his  hand 
to  the  region  of  the  pubis ,  as  though  it 
was  the  part  more  particularly  aggrieved  ; 
but  he  wus  ftill  incapable  of  giving  any 
account  of  himfelf.  The  blifter  was  now 
removed  from  the  head,  and  the  part  wafhed 
clean ;  a  poultice  of  bread  and  milk  with 
fome  oil  was  applied  to  the  bliftered  part 
of  the  facrum ,  and  his  medicines  were 
omitted.  In  the  place  of  which,  he  was 
now  directed  to  drink  freely  of  barley- 
water,  well  loaded  with  gum  arabic.  In 
three  days  time  all  thefe  painful  fymptoms 
were  entirely  removed,  he  was  become 
quite  fenlible,  could  retain  his  water, 
and  the  following  day  could  hand  when 
fupported  by  two  people ;  but  his  counte¬ 
nance  betrayed  ftrong  marks  of  the  injury 
the  brain  had  fuftained,  and  befpoke  a 
degree  of  fatuity. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  he  was  directed  to 
take  once  in  eight  hours  a  bolus,  with 
a  fcruple  of  gum  guaicum,  as  much  vola¬ 
tile 


366  MEMOIRS  of  the 

tile  fait,  and  one  grain  of  cantharides , 
drinking  with  it  the  infufion  of  valerian,  See. 
A  feton  was  made  in  his  neck,  and  Simula¬ 
ting  plafters  were  applied  to  the  foies  of 
his  feet.  He  continued  in  this  method 
until  the  21ft  of  April,  mending  every  day. 
He  felt  no  inconvenience  from  the  cantha¬ 
rides  taken  in  this  quantity ;  he  flept  well, 
eat  his  food  with  an  appetite,  and  his 
bowels  did  their  office  with  regularity.  His 
intellectual  faculties  were  however  much 
impaired  ;  he  had  forgotten  how  to  walk  ; 
when  he  attempted  it,  it  was  with  the  awk- 
wardnefs  of  an  infant ;  and  he-  had  even  his 
letters  to  learn  again.  Every  thing  which 
had  paffed  fince  his  firft  feizure  had  not 
left  the  leaft  impreffion  upon  the  common 
fenfory ;  and  there  will  in  all  probability 
be  a  fpace  of  time,  of  the  duration  of  fix 
weeks,  which  will  remain  a  blank  in  his 
life.  In  proportion,  however,  as  he  gained 
his  ftrength,  his  mental  faculties  were  re- 
ftored  ;  he  could  now  walk  with  a  Hick, 
but  his  limbs  were  very  feeble,  and  he  (till 
continued  to  drag  them  after  him  ;  lie  had 
alfo  little  or  no  ule  of  his  left  hand  and 
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arm.  Notwithftanding  this,  it  was  very 
obfervable  that  he  gained  fomething  every 
day  ;  by  the  4th  of  May  he  was  able  to 
walk  tolerably  well,  but  the  weaknefs  in 
the  left  hand  and  arm  ftill  continued, 
though  not  in  near  fo  great  a  degree.  He 
was  now  ordered  an  aromatic  eledluary 
with  fteel,  with  a  warm  decodtion  of  bark, 
to  which  was  joined  the  daily  ufe  of  the 
cold  bath.  By  bathing  and  thele  reme¬ 
dies,  he  received  fpeedily  the  moil  efiential 
advantages;  for  by  the  !2th  of  May  no¬ 
thing  remained  of  his  difeafe,  except  a 
trifling  weaknefs  in  his  left  hand,  the  en¬ 
tire  ufe  of  which  he  foon  after  recovered, 
and  had  no  longer  occafion  for  any  medical 
a  fli  fiance. 


I  have  thus.  Gentlemen,  laid  before 
your  Society,  and  through  your  means  the 
Public,  an  account  of  the  effedts  of  can- 
tbarides  given  internally,  and,  in  this  in- 
ilance,  with  Angular  advantage.  The  cafe 
was  a  deplorable  one,  and  the  adtion  of 
the  remedy  fomewhat  alarming.  I  have 
fince  the  occurrence  of  the  above  cafe, 

been 
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been  in  the  habit  of  giving  cantharides  in 
paralytic  cafes  with  various  degrees  of  fuc- 
cefs,  and  fometimes  with  none  at  all ;  but 
I  generally  begin  with  half  a  grain  for 
a  dofe,  and  it  feldoin  happens  that  a 
patient  will  bear  more  than  two  grains  in 
twenty-four  hours  ;  whenever  any  incon¬ 
venience  arifes  from  its  ftimulating  too 
much,  a  fufpenfion  of  its  ufe  for  a  day  or 
two,  and  allowing  the  free  ufe  of  milk 
and  water  as  a  diluent,  foon  removes  the 
troublefome  lymptoms.  In  a  cafe  where 
there  was  an  incontinence  of  urine  from  a 
paralyfis  of  the  fphincler  veficce ,  I  gave  it, 
in  conjunction  with  the  bark,  to  the  amount 
of  nine  grains  in  the  twenty-foyr  hours, 
but  without  any  good  efteCt,  or,  indeed, 
any  effeCt  at  all.  I  trull,  however,  that 
I  have  faid  enough  to  fhew,  that  cantha¬ 
rides  affords  us  a  remedy  which  may  be 
employed  with  fafety,  and  that  its  failing 
fometimes  to  do,  what  we  want  from  it, 
only  reduces  it  to  a  level  with  fome  of  the 
moft  celebrated  and  powerful  articles  of 
the  Materia  Medica. 


Dr. 
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Dr.  Vaughan’s  further  Remarks ,  # 

Letter  to  Dr.  Lettsom. 

you  will  readily  allow,  I  dare  fay, 
-**  that  inftances  of  what  we  call  the 
Sea-Scurvy,  occur  but  feldom  on  fhore, 
and  efpecially  in  the  interior  parts  of  our 
ifland ;  yet  in  the  courfe  of  five  and 
twenty  years,  I  have  feen  four,  the  laft  of 
which  occurred  very  lately:  in  this  instance, 
blood  iffued  from  the  gums  and  fauces 
conftantly,  of  a  black  footy  colour ;  the 
body  was  covered  with  petechia  and  vi bices, 
and  on  the  third  day,  a  pain  in  the  loins 
made  me  fufpedt  that  the  fame  difeafe 
would  fhew  itfelf  in  the  kidney  :  this  it 
actually  did  in  the  courfe  of  the  night. 
What  came  from  the  kidneys  and  bladder, 
during  the  night,  in  quantity  about  three 
half  pints,  was  perfect  cruor ,  which  did 
not  feparate  into  cr a f ament  urn  and  ferum , 
but  refembled  foot  diffufed  in  water,  more 
than  any  thing  elle.  Bark  and  alum  given 
with  the  utmoft  freedom ;  the  mineral 
acids,  fixed  air,  all  taken  in  large  quan¬ 
tities,  with  a  nourifhing  antifeptic  diet, 
vol.  1,  Bb  made 
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made  no  impreflion  upon  this  difeafe ;  but 
three  pints  of  juice  frelh  exprefled  from 
oranges  and  lemons,  taken  in  twenty-four 
hours,  brought  on  an  amazing  change,  and 
in  four  days  put  an  entire  flop  to  the  difeafe  ; 
and  the  patient  continues  perfectly  well. 


ARTICLE  XXIX. 

0/  an  Injury  in  the  Hand ,  fuccefsfully 
removed:  i?y  Thomas  Pole,  Surgeon . 
Communicated  hy  J.  C.  Lettsom,  M.  D. 
&c.  See  Plate  III.  fig .  2,  page  322. 

Read  September  20,  1786. 

MARY  ANN  TUDOR,  late  of  Lon¬ 
don,  but  now  of  the  Crown  Inn, 
Reading,  when  about  ten  years  of  age, 
was  playing  with  an  ivory  bodkin,  and 
accidentally  thruft  it  into  the  palm  of  her 
right  hand,  in  which  incident  the  inftru- 
ment  brake  at  the  eye,  about  fix-eighths 
of  an  inch  in  length ;  and  was  buried 
under  the  integuments  about  the  flexor 
tendons.  She  applied  to  a  furgeon  of  the 

town 
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town  for  affiftance,  who,  either  not  in¬ 
formed  of  the  particulars  of  the  extra-* 
neous  body  being  there,  or  elfe  not  capa¬ 
ble  of  difcovering  it,  attempted  to  heal 
the  wound  fuperficially ;  but  the  patient 
finding  an  acute  pain  in  the  part,  and  a 
frequent  weeping  of  matter  from  a  fmall 
finus,  and  that  the  arm  at  times  became 
very  painful  and  fwollen  up  to  the  axilla, 
fo  as  to  oblige  her  to  cut  the  fleeve  open 
to  undrefs  herfelf,  fhe  came  to  London  for 
further  affiftance,  where  fhe  was  feen  by 
feveral  furgeons  of  eminence,  who  proba¬ 
bly  did  not  fufpeCt  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe, 
and  fhe  returned  to  Reading  without  relief  $ 
at  which  place  fhe  was  under  the  care 
of  different  furgeons,  but  with  no  better 
fuccefs. 

In  the  autumn  of  1786,  being  at  Read* 
ing  on  account  of  an  operation  on  a 
patient  there,  this  young  woman  was  in¬ 
troduced  to  me  for  my  advice.  I  was 
unwilling  to  fuppofe,  that  all  the  judicious 
practitioners  whofe  opinions  fhe  had  pro¬ 
cured,  had  overlooked  the  probability  of 

B  b  2  the 
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the  body  remaining  in  the  part ;  natu-* 
rally  fuppofing  their  own  ideas,  from  the 
hiftory  of  the  cafe,  would  have  fuggefted 
the  neceffity  of  an  operation  to  extract  it ; 
and  confidering  the  years  which  elapfed 
fince  the  accident,  I,  indeed,  was  ready  to 
conclude  it  impofiible,  to  have  remained  fo 
long  in  the  part,  and  could  fcarcely  admit 
the  idea  which  the  other  fymptoms  of  the 
cafe  afterwards  obliged  me  to  entertain  ; 
as  the  lancinating  pain,  frequent  fwelling, 
and  inflammation,  and  the  continual  weep¬ 
ing  or  the  ulcer  ;  but  finding  no  fymptoms 
of  fcrophula,  however  improbable  it  might 
at  fir  ft  have  appeared,  that  a  portion  of  the 
bodkin,  remaining  in  the  part,  excited  the 
dileafe,  I  concluded  it  to  be  fo ;  and  upon 
opening  the  hand,  the  operation  confirmed 
the  propriety  of  the  determination  ;  and  I 
extracted  the  piece  as  before  mentioned, 
unaltered  in  its  colour,  or  appearance  in 
any  refped ;  and  the  wound  was  perfectly 
healed  in  about  a  week,  to  the  grateful 
futisfadion  of  the  patient  and  family;  for 
the  hand  and  arm  had  been,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  ufelefs  for  the  fpace  o {fifteen  years. 

ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XXX. 

Cafe  of  a  Biliary  Calculus:  By  J.  C. 
Lettsom,  M.  D.  See.  See  Plate  III. 
fig-  2,  page  322, 


Read  September  4,  1786. 


\ 

OR  B - D,  of  Jamaica, 

had  laboured  for  many  years  under 
a  fevere  pain  about  the  region  of  the  prae- 
cordia.  After  twelve  years  thus  grievoully 
buffering,  he  came  purpofely  to  Europe  to 
leek  for  relief.  Between  the  tropics  this 
difeafe  had  been  called  the  gout ;  arid  pro¬ 
bably  under  the  fame  perfuafion,  the  phy- 
ficians  he  confulted  in  London,  recom¬ 
mended  him  to  try  the  Bath  water;  he 
acquiefced,  and  after  a  fufficient  trial  he 
returned  to  London,  with  an  increafe  of 
his  bufferings  ;  he  had,  however,  intervals 
of  eafe,  occafionally,  for  the  fpace  of  a 
week  or  ten  days  :  it  was  in  one  of  thebe 
periods  that  I  accidentally  met  with  him  at 

B  b  3  the 
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the  houfe  of  one  of  his  transatlantic 
country-women  j  and  as  perfons  who  have 
fuftered  much,  are  apt  to  communicate 
their  feelings,  he  hinted  to  me  fome  of  his 
miferies.  I  cafually  fuggefted  an  opinion, 
that  inftead  of  the  gout,  he  might  labour 
under  gall-hones.  After  this  I  faw  him 
no  more  till  about  three  weeks  afterwards, 
when  he  fent  for  me  to  Iflington  ;  he  was 
there  under  the  attendance  of  my  judicious 
friend  Hole,  cf  Iflington,  an  eminent  fur- 
geon,  wdio  had  endeavoured  to  mitigate  his 
pain  by  laudanum.  The  Major  was  at  this 
time  tormented  with  dreadful  fpafms,  which 
the  warm  bath,  and  three  hundred  drops 
of  Thebaic  tinfture,  fcarcely  calmed.  This 
opiate  he  took  daily,  as  it  gave  fome  re- 
fpite  to  a  mod  diftra&ed  frame  ;  at  the 
fame  time,  caftor  oil,  though  often  vomited, 
was  frequently  repeated  to  promote  ftools ; 
and  for  the  fame  intentions,  purgative  and 
anodyne  clyfters  were  adminiftered,  as  the 
fpafms,  or  the  conftipation  indicated.  After 
four  days  ftruggling,  with  the  aid  of  opium, 
againfl:  the  rack,  he  dilcharged  by  the 

reftum* 
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reCtum,  a  firm  hard  calculus,  under  the 
following  circumftances  : 

Length,  Two  inches  and  a  quarter. 
Circumference,  Three  inches  and  a  quarter. 
Weight,  One  ounce,  two  drachms,  and 
twenty- three  grains. 

I  did  not  cut  into  the  calculus,  as  the 
Major  was  defirous  of  preferving  it  entire. 
It  had  the  external  appearance  of  a  brown 
flint  done,  though  of  lefs  ponderofity  in 
proportion  to  its  magnitude. 

After  this  calculus  was  difcharged,  the 
patient  continued  for  fome  days  under 
violent  fpafmodic  affections,  for  which 
laudanum  was  ftill  freely  continued,  as, 
doubtlefs,  the  done  in  its  exit  mud  have 
injured  the  tender  parts  through  which 
it  had  its  egrefs  :  at  length,  eafe  was  pro¬ 
cured,  and  health  gradually  redored ;  and 
the  Major  happily  returned  to  his  family, 
which  he  left,  confiding  of  twelve  chil- 
dren  and  an  affociate  dill  more  dear. 


Bb  4 
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ARTICLE  XXXI. 

4  '  '  „  0 

Cafe  of  Angina  P efforts,  from  an  unex¬ 
pected  Difeafe  in  the  Heart :  By  J  a  m  e  s 

Johnstone,  M.  D.  C.M.S.  &c. 

4 

# 

Read  December  17,  1786. 

THE  Reverend  Gregory  P — y,  pre¬ 
bend  of  Worcefter,  6cc.  fomewhat 
under  the  middle  fize,  with  a  fhort  neck,  and 

t  r 

inclined  to  corpulence,  of  a  cheerful  and 
focial  temper,  had  enjoyed  very  good  health 
till  after  his  fixtieth  year ;  it  was  fome  time 
after  this,  that  the  extrading  the  chryfla- 

line  humour,  which  became  catara&ous  and 

«  •  *  • 

opaque  in  both  eyes,  was  performed  by 
Baron  Wenzel,  fo  as  to  fecure  him  the  light 
of  one  eye  to  the  lall.  He  found  the  fen- 
fation  during  the  operation  like  an  unealy 
tickling,  rather  than  pain,  properly  lo 
called,  and  went  through  it  with  fpirit. 


He 
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He  confulted  me  in  the  fummer  of  1783, 
for  a  pain  in  his  ftomach,  which  feeming 
to  be  only  flatulent,  and  to  arife  from 
indigeftion,  eafily  yielded  to  draughts  of 
the  warm  ftotnachic  kind,  with  tinBura 
facra  ;  returns  of  fuch  uneafy  feelings  in 
the  ftomach  were  not  anufual  nor  unfre¬ 
quent  after  this,  but  always  yielded  to  the 
ufe  of  thefe  draughts.  He  had,  at  this 
time,  a  pulfe  remarkably  flow,  though  very 
regular,  which  made  me  intimate  to  his 
family,  confidering  his  make  and  age,  the 
propriety  of  precautions,  if  any  thing 
like  giddinefs  or  pain  in  the  head  fhould 
appear  to  threaten  apoplexy.  Nothing, 
however,  of  this  kind '  happened,  and  no 
appearance  or  fymptom  fuggefted  his  hav¬ 
ing  the  Angina  PeBoris  till  after  his  return 
from  a  vifit  to  London. 

In  June  laft,  he  complained  of  fhortnefs 
in  breathing,  with  pain  in  his  chefl:  and 
acrofs  to  his  arms,  on  walking,  efpecially 
up  any  afeent ;  and,  of  fuch  complaints 
he  had  frequent  returns  in  the  months  of 
June  and  July,  notwithflanding  bleeding, 

a  brifk 
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a  briik  cathartic  or  two,  and  fome  other 
medicines  were  ordered,  befides  the  repe¬ 
tition  of  the  ilomachic  draught,  of  which 
he  had  a  good  opinion  from  the  relief 
he  had  received  from  it ;  and  now,  I  plainly 
faw  ho  was  affected  with  a  difeafe  which  * 
has  proved  fo  conftantly  fatal,  and  ex¬ 
pected  fooner  or  later,  to  hear  of  the  fad 
event, 

juft  before  he  left  Wercefter,  he  had 
a  fhort  and  flight  fit  of  gout,  which  feemed 
to  relieve  him,  and  gave  me  fome  en¬ 
couraging  hope ;  indeed,  he  remained  free 
from  this  complaint  till  he  had  been  in 
Wales ;  but  a  fhort  time  afterwards,  the 
fatal  iymptoms  returned  more  than  once 
previous  to  the  attack  which  luddenly 
ended  in  death. 

That  evening,  the  2d  of  Auguft  laft, 
he  feemed  ( i  eerful  and  well ;  but  after 
being  fome  time  in  bed,  he  complained  he 
was  very  ill,  and  fat  upright  in  it ;  but 
after  his  tinftura  facra  draught,  he  feemed 

eafier* 
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cafier,  and  Mrs,  P — y  heard  no  moje 
complaint  till  fome  time  afterwards. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  3d  of 
Auguft  fhe  was  roufed  by  the  noife  of  his 
expiring  groan  :  in  fad.  he  was  dead  in  an 
inftant,  and  I  believe  had  entered  the 
feventy-firft  year  of  his  age. 

His  body  being  opened  the  4th  of  Au~ 
guft,  by  Mr.  Gunter,  Surgeon,  in  Brecon, 
the  following  is  a  very  feniible  account  of 
what  he  obferved,  which  I  give  in  his  own 
Words. 


“SIR, 

AT  the  defire  of  Mrs.  P — y,  I  beg 
leave  to  inform  you  of  the  appearances 
attending  the  difledion  of  the  late  Mr, 
P — y.  The  inteftines  were  in  a  natural 
date,  but  much  inflated  with  wind ;  flomach 
covered  with  a  very  black  mucus,  quite 
empty,  very  much  difcoloured,  in  many 
places  black,  particularly  about  the  fylo- 
rus ;  the  blood  veflels  over  it  very  much 
diftended  5  the  liver  indurated  in  every 

part. 
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part,  but  moftly  fo  about  its  edges ;  the 
heart  very  putrid,  admitting  my  fingers 
pafling  through  it  with  very  little  preflure, 
it  was  quite  empty,  and  the  veflels  going 
to  and  from  it  perfectly  found,  and  no 
offification ;  the  lungs  found,  not  even  ail 
adhefion  ;  the  pancreas  fomewhat  harden¬ 
ed  ;  kidneys  very  much  difeafed,  hardened 
in  every  part ;  the  pelvis  with  difficulty 
diftinguifhed,  it  was  covered  very  much 
with  fat  highly  tinged  with  bile — thefe 
are  the  whole  appearances. 

W.  Gunter/’ 

Brecon, 

Oct.  2,  1785. 


This  direction  (hews  another  almoft  un- 
fufpedted  caufe  of  Hidden  death.  This 
gentleman  laboured  under ;  firft,  the  com¬ 
plaints  of  indigeftion,  a  flatulent  pain 
with  which  he  had  been  long  troubled 
before  any  fymptoms  of  Angina  Pettoris 
were  heard  of ;  to  fuch  complaints  the 
dilordered  ftomach,  the  difcoloured  pylo¬ 
rus,  inflated  inteftines,  and  even  hardened 

liver 
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liver  (he  had  no  iCteric  colour)  have  an 
obvious  and  clofe  connection. 

Second.  The  fymptoms  of  Angina  Pec- 
tor  is,  which  troubled  our  patient  in  the  laft 
three  months  of  his  life,  plainly  arofe 
from,  and  were  fymptoms  of,'  defeCt  of 
power  in  the  heart.  From  what  caufes,  or 
caufe,  the  putridity  or  difpofition  to  morti¬ 
fication  which  feized  this  vital  mufcle  arofe, 
may  not  be  very  clear ;  but  that  fuch  a 
ftate  muff  render  it  unfit  for  its  office  of 
carrying  on  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
or,  in  other  words,  of  fupporting  life,  muft 
be  evident. 

The  heart  being  infenfible,  even  its  dif- 
eafes  are  attended  with  no  proper  fenfe  of 
pain,  peculiarly  felt  in  this  part ;  a  thou- 
fand  experiments,  as  well  as  accidents  and 
cafes,  have  eftablifhed  this  fadt ;  but  that 
peculiar  fenfation  of  weight  and  agony, 
with  difficult  breathing,  and  pains  extend¬ 
ing  to  the  arms,  and  peCtoral  mufcles,  on 
attempting  to  move :  in  fhort,  a  fenfe  of 
failing  life,  when  the  heart,  from  any  dif- 

eafe 
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cafe  affe&ing  its  mechanifm,  and  difturbing 
its  motions,  is  hindered  in  diftributing  or 
propelling  the  blood,  through  the  pulmo¬ 
nary  artery  and  lungs  into  the  left  ventri¬ 
cle  of  the  heart,  and  from  thence  into  the 
aorta  and  the  whole  body,  feems  to  be  the 
fymptoms  of  danger  in  this  organ.  It  is 
in  this  ftate  fo  immediately  threatening  to 
life,  in  this  convulfive,  agonizing  flruggle 
for  exigence,  that  the  cardiac  nerves,  de¬ 
rived  from  the  thoracic  ganglions  of  the 
great  fympathetic  nerves,  are  ftimulated  in 
an  extraordinary  manner  indeed,  and  that 
all  the  wide-extended  conneftions  of  the 
fympathetic  nerves,  particularly  thofe  in 
the  cheft  and  fuperior  extremities,  are  irri¬ 
tated  thereby  into  painful  fpafms,  fuch  as 
are  felt  in  the  Angina  Pefloris,  though 
leaft  of  all  felt  in  the  organ  from  whence 
they  originate,  the  heart  itfelf. 

I  think  it  quite  unneceflary  here  to  fhew 
from  approved  anatomical  works,  that  the 
cardiac  nerves  have  the  origin  and  connec¬ 
tions  here  taken  for  granted.  I  fuppofe 
my  readers  neither  to  be  ignorant  nor  cap- 
i  tious ; 
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tlous :  my  learned  friend  the  late  Dr*  W all, 
reafcns  in  the  fame  manner.  See  Med.  \ Tranfl 
Voh  III.  alfe,  Lancifi  de  motu  cordis  & 
uneurifmatibus,  Vieujfens  neurograpbia ,  and 
the  tables  of  Walther  on  the 


nerves. 


But  inteneratlon  of  the  heart  from  pxx- 
tridity  fometim.es  has  been  the  occafion- 
ing  caufe  of  hidden  death,  by  rendering 
the  ventricles  of  the  heart  liable  to  nip-* 
ture :  of  this  accident  our  late  Sove¬ 
reign  George  II.  died  at  an  advanced  age; 
and  in  a  Me  moire,  by  M.  Morand,  in  the 
Memo  ires  de  f  Academies  des  Sciences  de 
Fan  1733,  concerning  remarkable  acci¬ 
dents  in  the  organs  which  carry  on  the 
circulation  of  the  blood,  he  mentions  the 
cafe  of  the  Duehefs  of  Brunfwick,  who 

.y 

died  of  a  rupture  of  the  right  ventricle  of 
the  heart,  in  1730  ;  and  that  of  a  perfon 
of  condition,  examined  by  himfelf,  who 
died  the  fame  year  of  a  rupture  of  the 
left  ventricle  of  the  heart;  and  he  adds 
“  Pour  expliquer  comment,  dans  les  deux 
46  cas  qui  j’ai  rapportes  les  ventricules  du 

44  cceur 
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“  coeur  ont  pu  s’ouvrir  fans  caufe  exteri- 
“  eure,  il  faut  remarquer  que  dans  le  pre- 
“  mier,  il  y  avoit  une  erofion  aux  fibres 
€t  charnues  du  ventricule  droit,  qui  fem- 
“  bloient  avoir  etc  ulcerees  &  creufees 
4t  peu  a  pen  julqu’  au  trou  qui  ouvroit  le 
u  ventricule ;  et  que  dans  le  fecond,  le 
“  chair  du  coeur  etoit  devenu  molle  au 
“  point  qu’  en  quelque  endroit  qu’  on  pre- 
“  fentat  le  bout  d’un  londe,  fans  l’appuyer 
“  elle  entroit  6c  traverfoit  le  cceur  par 
“  le  fimple  poids,  de  l’inftrument  qui  n’eft 
“  pas  confiderable. 

“  Done  la  rupture  de  cet  organe  fera 
“  raifonnablement  attribute  a  ramollifle- 
“  ment  de  fes  fibres  ou  a  un  ulcere  qui  en 
“  aura  ufe  l’epaiffeur.  Ou  trouve  pluiieurs 
“  examples  de  l’ulcere,  dans  le  Recueil  de 
“  Bonetus,  mais  un  feul  de  la  iMoleire.” 

The  enlarged  bulk  and  weight  of  the 
fubftance  of  the  heart  is  fometimes  fud- 
denly  fatal  as  well  as  its  rupture  :  fuch 
a  cafe  is  quoted  by  Lancili,  from  the  Chi- 
rurg.  Obferv.  of  P.  Marchetti.  Tlie  pa¬ 
tient 
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tient  feems  to  have  laboured  under  the 
fymptoms  of  the  Angina  P efforts ,  as  they 
are  exadtly  and  eloquently  defcribed  by 
Dr.  Heberden.  The  heart  was  found  three 
times  its  natural  fize,  and  the  pericardium 
adhered  in  many  places  to  the  pleura,  and 
even  to  the  diaphragm,  fo  as  to  weigh 
it  down,  and  occafion  a  fulnefs  in  the 
hypochondria. 


A  corpulent  gentleman,  aged  feventy, 
who  had  been  for  fome  time  troubled  with 
afthma  and  pain  in  his  cheft,  and  died 
fuddenly,  being  opened,  offifications  were 
found  in  the  aorta  and  the  bails  of  the 
heart ;  its  bulk  and  weight  increafed  by  an 
unufual  quantity  of  fat ;  fuch  alfo  feemed  to 
be  the  caufe  of  the  hidden  death  of  C.  B —  ; 
for  the  heart  and  abdomen  feemed  covered 
with  more  fat  than  Mr.  Caufer,a  fkilful  Sur¬ 
geon,  who  opened  the  body,  had  ever  feen. 

B elides  thefe  caufes  of  Angina  Pefforis , 
offifications  of  the  valves  of  the  heart, 
polypofe  concretions  in  its  ventricles,  ex¬ 
tending  far  into  the  great  veffels  j  water, 
vol.  1.  C  c  blood. 
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blood,  and  purulent  matter  in  the  peri¬ 
cardium,  mediaftinum,  or  cavity  of  the 
thorax,  have  produced  it :  and  the  fame 
fudden  termination  of  life  will  often  he 
brought  about  by  caufes  acting  on  the 
living  nerves,  which  leave  no  morbid  ap¬ 
pearance  in  the  vital  organs  diftinguilhable 
after  death  by  diffeftion. 

Aneurifms,  ruptures,  and  other  fatal 
difeafes  of  the  heart,  are  often  caufed  by 
fear,  fudden  paffion,  oppreflive  anxiety, 
and  other  vehement  emotions  of  the  mind 
often  indulged.  I  recollect  feveral  perfons 
who  had  the  Angina  PeEiorisy  and  who 
died  fuddenly,  to  have  been  of  this  kind 
of  difpofition.  The  government  of  paffion 
is  therefore  to  be  confidered  as  neceflary 
to  prevent  this  cataftrophe,  as  well  as 
to  fccure  general  eafe  and  health.  Far  be 
it  from  me  to  wifh  to  banifh  from  the  bread: 
its  mod  engaging  feelings,  and  to  plant 
inftead  the  unfeeling  torpor  which  infulates 
individuals,  and  makes  them  unaffected  and 
indifferent  to  the  interefts,  the  woe,  or 
happinefs  of  mankind.  Such  was  not  my 

deccafcd 
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deceafed  friend.  I  only  wifh  to  regulate 
and  temper  this  amiable  warmth  of  foul, 
and  to  keep  in  view  a  fa6t,  that  the  heart 
is  an  involuntary  organ.  Volition  has  no 
power  over  it,  and  unimpaffioned  thought 
does  not  affedt  it ;  but  the  frequent  repe¬ 
tition  and  long  indulgence  in  vehement 
and  uneafy  paffions,  have  often  created 
the  moll  fatal  difeafes  in  this  part. 

This  furvey  of  fome  of  the  caufes  of 
Angina  Pedloris  fhews  why  it  is  fo  gene¬ 
rally  an  incurable  and  mortal  difeafe,  and 
yet  points  out  the  expediency  of  attempt¬ 
ing  a  cure  in  fome  cafes  and  circumftances  ; 
and,  in  all  cafes,  the  duty  of  attempting 
to  put  off  the  fatal  hour,  by  prudent  me¬ 
thods  of  prevention  and  palliation,  by 
fobriety  and  regularity  of  life  and  diet, 
guarding  againft  excelfes  of  every  kind, 
which  may  create  indigeflion  or  too  much 
dillend  the  ftomach,  efpecially  at  bed  time  ; 
for  in  a  decumbent  pofture  the  preffure  of 
a  ftomach  over-filled,  as  well  as  its  uneafy 
irritated  ftate,  mull  create  very  dangerous 
obftacles  to  the  circulation  of  the  blood* 

C  c  2  when 
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when  any  diieafe  in  the  heart  renders  it 
already  too  unequal  to  its  ofhee ;  obviating 
fulnefs  of  the  blood  veflels  by  feafonable 
evacuations,  and  by  keeping  the  fecretions 
open ;  avoiding  hurry,  and  excellive  ac¬ 
celerated  motion,  by  hard  exercife ;  yet 
fupporting  the  ftrength  and  ipirits  by  being 
much  in  the  open  air  and  on  horfeback, 

and  much  too  in  the  iociety  of  cheerful 

$ 

and  eafy  companions. 

Worcefter, 

Dec.  7,  1785. 


ARTICLE  XXXII. 

Of  the  Scarlatina  Anginofa ,  as  it  appeared 
in  London  in  the  Tear  1786:  By  J  ames 
Sims,  M .  D .  President  of  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Society  of  London,  6cc. 

Read  January  8th  and  29th,  1787. 

HP  IIE  Scarlatina  Anginofa  having  been 
epidemic  in  London  and  its  vicinity 
during  the  lait  half  of  the  year  1786,  and 
having  been  attended  with  confiderable 

mortality. 
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mortality,  efpecially  amongft  cludren,  a 
concife  defcription  of  it  may  not  be  un¬ 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  public.  After 
having  laid  that  it  occafioned  great  morta¬ 
lity,  it  muft  appear  furprifing  that  only 
nineteen  deaths  are  put  down  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  fore  throat  in  the  bill  of  mortality 
for  the  whole  year  ;  but  it  is  to  be  noticed 
that  in  the  fame  bill  feven  hundred  and 
ninety-  three  deaths  are  placed  under  the 
head  of  mealies,  which  is  a  greater  number 
in  proportion  to  the  whole  deaths  than 
ever  happened  in  one  year.  It  is  further 
to  be  remarked,  that  the  mealies  were 
not  perhaps  in  London  during  the  whole 
year ;  at  leaft  I  imagine  they  could  not 
be  very  common,  fince  I  did  not  fee  a 
fingle  inftance  of  them,  although  I  faw 
above  two  thpufand  patients  in  that  time 
in  my  private  practice,  and  in  that  of  the 
General-Difpenfary,  which  differs  from 
that  of  hofpitals  in  (hewing  us  diforders  as 
they  occur  in  the  houfes  of  individuals. 
The  refemblance  between  the  fcarlet  erup¬ 
tion  in  this  fever  and  that  of  the  mealies 

C  c  3  may 
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may  eafily  account  for  the  miftake  of 
unfcientific  fearchers,  fince  perhaps  even 
Morton  himfelf  confounds  them  in  his  de- 
fcription  of  Spurious  Mealies,  which  from 
his  account  of  the  Angina  attending  them, 
feem  to  be  no  other  than  the  difeafe  of 
which  we  are  now  treating. 

Another  obfervation  occurring  from  the 
bills  of  mortality,  is  that  the  article  of 
fever,  comprehending  fcarlet  and  fpotted 
fever,  is  vaftly  increafed  above  what  it  has 
been,  any  year  for  a  dozen  preceding  ones. 
Under  this  head  therefore  a  large  number 
of  the  deaths  by  this  difeafe  are  probably 
included. 

To  give  fome  adequate  idea  of  the  viru¬ 
lence  of  this  malady,  I  fhall  only  mention 
that  whatever  houfe  it  found  a  footing 
in,  it  never  left  until  it  had  vifited  every 
young  perfon,  and  mod  of  thofe  advanced 
in  life  ;  fo  that  many  families  loft  two  chil¬ 
dren,  fome  more,  and  I  have  reafon  to 
fuppofe,  that  many  grown  perfons  fell  vic¬ 
tims  to  it,  who  were  fuppofed  to  die  of 

common 
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common  fevers -y  which  circumftance  (hall 
be  more  particularly  noticed  in  the  fequeL 

The  fummer  of  1783,  was  the  warm- 
eft  that  had  been  felt  for  a  feries  of 
years,  and  was  attended  by  an  uncom¬ 
mon  quantity  of  thunder,  at  leaft  in  the 
vicinity  of  London.  Two  moll  remark¬ 
able  meteors  likewife  appeared,  of  which 
deferiptions  may  be  feen  in  the  Philofophi- 
cal  Tranfadtions :  this  was  fucceeded  by 
two  of  the  froftieft  winters  that  had  been 
known  (ince  the  year  1740.  The  fpring, 
and  beginning  of  the  fummer  w7hich  fuc¬ 
ceeded  the  laft  of  thefe,  namely,  that  of 
1785,  was  exceedingly  dry,  fo  as  to  occa- 
fion  in  inoft  countries  a  great  fcarcity  of 
grafs  :  fince  that  time  the  weather  has  been 
very  wet  and  rainy,  few  fair  days  occurring 
even  in  the  fummer  or  autumn  of  1786. 
How  far  this  feries  of  weather  operated  in 
propagating  the  difeafe  we  are  treating 
of,  (hall  be  the  fubjedt  of  future  conlider- 
ation. 

*  t  " 

The  firft  cafe  that  I  faw  of  this  diforder 

C  c  4  was 
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was  in  the  month  of  March  1786,  when 
there  was  fnow  lying  on  the  ground.  It 
attacked  a  young  gentleman  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Camberwell,  and  confined 
him  to  his  bed  about  twelve  days,  after 
which  he  recovered  (lowly  his  former  (bate 
of  health.  The  fcarlct  efflorefcence  was 
confidcrable,  and  his  throat  was  much 
111  darned,  and  threw  off  fome  (loughs. 
1  hough  it  appeared  mod:  of  the  inflamma¬ 
tory  nature,  yet  it  betrayed  its  malignity 
by  infediing  a  female  relation  who  came  to 
attend  him  ;  but  as  (he  was  carried  home 
as  foon  as  the  inflammation  became  con- 
ilderable.  and  as  I  met  with  no  more  cafes 
of  it  for  feveral  weeks,  it  made  no  great 
imprefiion  on  my  mind. 

In  the  month  of  May,  I  attended  a 
young  lady  at  a  boarding-fehool  in  Hamp- 
lfead,  who  had  a  fore  throat,  but  no  fear- 
let  eruption  ;  the  inflammation  almoft  dif- 
appeared  and  returned  alternately  for  the 
foace  of  feveral  weeks,  and  had  fo  little 
of  a  putrid  or  malignant  appearance,  that 
when  the  mQft  ferious  confequences  fol¬ 
lowed 
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lowed  it  afterwards,  I  did  not  at  firft  afcribe 
the  effedts  to  her. 

By  this  {park,  however,  a  violent 
flame  was  apparently  kindled ;  for,  all  at 

once,  in  the  month  of  June,  feveral  young 

% 

ladies  in  the  fame  fchool  were  affected* 
and  the  infection  made  fuch  progrefs,  that 
in  a  fhort  time  above  twenty  were  feized 
with  the  difeafe  in  a  violent  degree,  befides 
many  more  who  had  it  lightly.  At  that 
time  it  prevailed  in  a  fmaller  degree  in 
fome  other  villages  about  London,  but  did 
not  make  any  confiderable  progrefs  in  the 
Capital  until  the  month  of  Auguft,  from 
which  time  until  the  end  of  the  year,  it 
increafed  to  a  very  great  degree:  fo  that 
in  the  General-Difpenfary,  and  in  private 
practice,  I  have  feen  above  three  hundred 
cafes  of  it. 

The  difeafe  being  moil  prevalent  among 
children  and  young  perfons,  I  {hall  firil 
delineate  its  appearance  in  them,  and  prin¬ 
cipally  under  the  mode  of  treatment  here¬ 
after  to  be  defcribed  5  for  under  a  different 

mode 
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^,.ur^^v 

*  4  4 

7 M  0\IR  S  of  the 

j not  a  doubt  that  the  appear¬ 
ances' would  have  differed.  This  is  a  cir- 
cumftance  too  frequently  miftaken  by  au¬ 
thors,  who  deferibe  as  univerlal,  thofe 
fymptoms  which  only  occur  when  a  com¬ 
plaint  is  managed  in  their  particular  man¬ 
ner  ;  by  which  means  thofe  who  fee  it  when 
treated  differently,  are  often  led  to  deny 
its  being  the  fame,  and  many  needlcfs 
varieties,  if  not  fpecics,  and  even  genera 
of  difeafes  are  created. 


The  firft  fymptom  which  ufually  pointed 
out  to  the  family  the  accefs  of  the  dilorder 
was  a  great  ficknefs  of  the  ftomach,  with  a 
very  copious  bilious  vomiting;  yet,  though 
this  was  the  firft  thing  that  alarmed  bye- 
ftanders,  I  have  reafon  to  fay  with  almoft 
certainty,  that  it  was  preceded  by  other 
fymptoms.  In  many  families  whn  re  fome 
have  been  confined  with  the  difeafe,  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  the  firft, 
and  moft  minute  approach  of  it  in  others, 
and  there  always  found  that  the  firft  marks 
of  its  approach  were  a  palenefs  and  dejec¬ 
tion  of  countenance ;  and  if  the  fauces 


1 


were 
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were  infpe&ed,  the  under  edge  of  the 
velum  pendulum  palati ,  was  conflderably 
redder  than  natural.  The  puife  at  this 
time  was  rather  diflurbed,  and  flurried 
than  feverifh ;  in  fome  the  uvula  was  more 
inflamed,  and  the  tonfils  a  little  fwelled,  fo 
as  to  give  a  flight  degree  of  pain  in  fwal- 
lowing ;  this  pain  and  inflammation,  how¬ 
ever,  varied  on  different  days,  fo  as  to 
give  frequently  hopes  of  the  diforder  going 
entirely  off;  and  I  have  reafon  to  think 
that  it  often  did  go  off  under  a  treatment 
hereafter  to  be  mentioned,  without  ever 
gaining  greater  ground.  In  very  many, 
however,  after  remaining  in  this  uncer¬ 
tain  variable  date  for  feveral  days,  the  fick- 
nefs  and  vomiting  came  on  fuddenly,  and 

the  difeafe  was  completely  formed. 

% 

Immediately  after  the  vomiting,  or  at 
leaff  the  next  morning,  a  confiderable  red- 
nefs  of  the  face  appeared,  the  eyes  like- 
wife  were  fomewhat  inflamed,  but  not 
watery  as  in  the  meafles  $  the  puife  at  this 
time  was  confiderably  quicker  and  fuller 
than  ordinary.  On  infpedting  the  throat, 

a  tumor 
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a  tumor  of  the  tonfils  was  now  very  evi¬ 
dent,  attended  with  a  florid  rednefs,  which 
fpread  over  the  whole  velum  pendulum , 
uvula y  tongue,  and  that  part  of  the  palate 
adjoining  the  velum .  Moft  complained  of 
a  flight  pain  in  deglutition,  and  a  few,  of  a 
conflderable  pain  obvioufly  from  the  great- 
nefs  of  the  tumor,  which  in  them  was 
very  large. 

The  rednefs  which  had  fhewn  itfelf  in 
the  face,  foon  began  to  fpread  over  the 
refl:  of  the  body,  and  particularly  the  arms, 
io  that  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours 
it  was  become  pretty  univerfal.  In  many 
it  was  fpread  very  evenly,  in  which  cafe 
it  was  Amply  of  a  red  colour  ;  but  in  others, 
efpecially  where  the  fever  was  fomewhat 
higher,  it  appeared  in  large  blotches,  of 
a  fcarlet,  or  Aery  red  colour,  which  were 
raifed  above  the  fkin,  or  rather  the  place 
where  they  were,  was  elevated  and  fwelled. 
Thefe  blotches  uiually  difappeared  in  the 
parts  where  they  were  Arfl:  feen,  in  a  day 
or  two ;  afterwards  appearing  in  another, 
and  fo  on  for  many  days ;  nay,  I  have 

known 
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known  them  continue  thus  above  a  fort¬ 
night,  and  in  a  very  few  inftances,  after 
all  the  fymptoms  were  abated,  and  the  dis¬ 
order  apparently  almoft  gone  off,  I  have 
feen  a  frefh  crop  of  them  with  a  reitera¬ 
tion  of  the  former  complaints. 

By  the  third  day  of  the  difeafe  the  rednefs 
was  at  its  height,  fcarcely  admitting  of  any 
increafe  afterwards.  This  was  by  no  means 
the  cafe  with  the  Anginay  for  foon  after 
the  fir  ft  rednefs  appeared  on  the  tongue 
and  fauces,  a  prodigious  fecretion,  of  a 
tough,  whitifh  mucus,  from  thefe  parts 
took  place,  which  fpeedily  overfpread  them, 
covering  them  with  a  thick  tenacious  dough. 
This  phlegm  might  be  expedted  to  raife  a 
conftant  cough  and  endeavour  to  fpit  it  out ; 
but  that  was  by  no  means  the  cafe,  as  very 
few  patients  feemed  to  be  incommoded  there¬ 
by,  or  have  much  defire  to  get  rid  of  it. 

* 

About  the  fourth  day,  whilft  the  efflo- 
refcence  ufually  continued  the  fame,  or 
was  even  begun  to  decline,  the  complaints 
about  the  throat  were  on  the  increafe. 
c  The 
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The  mod  frequent  appearance  was  a  great 
fvvelling  of  the  tonfils,  which  looked  ver / 
red  and  inflamed,  but  not  ulcerated,  as  did 
alfo  the  adjacent  parts.  There  were  how¬ 
ever  in  many  cafes  confiderable  ulcers  to  be 
feen  on  the  tonfils  and  velum  pendulum , 
particularly  where  it  hangs  from  the  bones, 
fpreading  fometimes  along  thefe  bones  for 
a  little  way. 

I  fhould  have  mentioned  that  thefe  ul¬ 
cers  were  often  to  be  feen,  in  a  fmall  de¬ 
gree,  on  the  third  day ;  nay,  I  have  feen 
them  in  two  or  three  bad  cafes  on  the 
fecond  morning ;  and  there  was  I  believe 
an  appearance  often  preceding  them  from 
whence  they  might  to  a  certainty  be  prog- 
nofticated.  This  was  a  fomewhat  raifed, 
circumfcribcd,  deep  purple  appearance  of 
the  parts,  which  did  not  look  like  found 
flefh,  but  had  that  puffy  look  which  we  fee 
in  what  is  commonly  called  proud  flefh. 
The  ulcers  wrere  covered  with  an  afh  colour¬ 
ed  flough,  which  fometimes  aflumed  a  livid 
or  blackifh  colour;  this  change  I  at.firfl 
aferibed  to  greater  malignity,  and  expetted 

a  fatal 
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a  fatal  event;  but  not  finding  this  conjec¬ 
ture  verified  in  the  event,  I  came  to  dii re¬ 
gard  this  appearance. 

On  the  fifth  day,  ufually,  all  the  appear¬ 
ances  about  the  mouth  and  throat  were  at 
the  height ;  the  fwelling  of  the  tonfils  was 
now  greated ;  the  ulcers,  if  there  were  any, 
larged  and  darked  coloured,  and  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  fwallowing  mod  obfervable  ;  their 
voice  likewife  was  manifeftly  altered,  being 
often  fnuffiing  through  the  nofe :  this  altera¬ 
tion  I  fird  afcribed  to  the  fame  caufe  as  in  a 
common  cold,  and  expedted  it  to  be  exactly 
in  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  fwellings 
about  the  tonfils.  This  expectation  was  aifo 
verified  in  many  who  had  great  fwellings 
there ;  the  alteration  beginning  on  the  fecond 
or  third  day,  increafing  as  the  tumors  rofe, 
and  leffening  as  they  declined,  and  went 
away.  Yet  a  number  of  the  word  cafes 
/hewed  this  not  to  be  exadtly  the  matter  of 
fadt ;  in  them  the  voice  being  notably 
altered,  although  there  either  had  been  no 
apparent  fwelling  there,  or  at  lead  what 
little  there  had  been  was  totally  gone,  and 
the  parts  had  afiumed  a  tolerably  healthy 

look. 
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look.  The  quantity  of  phlegm  and  vifciA 
matter  with  which  their  mouths  were  now 
filled,  efpecially  infants  and  relaxed  wo¬ 
men,  was  almoft  inconceivable,  and  they 
were  no  fooner  freed  from  it  than  it 
was  re-produced  in  as  great  quantity  as 
before;  fo  that  clearing  their  throats  and 
mouths  of  it,  was  an  endlefs,  and  apparently 
a  needlefs  trouble,  as  it  did  not  accumulate 
by  being  let  alone,  nor  did  the  patient 
feem  to  feel  any  inconvenience  from  it,  as 
they  always  {hewed  a  great  reludtance  to 
the  having  it  meddled  with. 

This  phlegm  was  moftly  only  remark* 
able  for  its  extreme  tenacity ;  fometimes, 
however,  it  was  about  the  height  of  the 
difeafe,  and  afterwards,  mixed  with  blood. 
I  have  likewife  feen  in  bad  cafes,  lumps  as 
large  as  walnuts  fpit  up,  or  rather  dragged 
out  of  the  mouth,  of  a  firm  confidence, 

and  reddifii,  looking  exactly  like  the  coagu- 

% 

lable  lymph  of  the  blood  mixed  with  fome 
of  the  red  particles.  Thefe  lumps  feemed 
to  come  both  from  the  trachea  and  cefopha- 
giiSy  as  in  all  the  cafes  where  I  faw  them, 

there 
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there  was  both  a  difficulty  of  breathing 
and  alfo  of  fwallowing*  which  latter  in 
fome  went  fo  far  as  totally  to  hinder  them 
from  taking  any  folid  food,  the  pain  and 
ftraitening  of  the  paffage  being  lower  than 
the  pharynx > 

I  {hall  now  mention  fome  "other  fymp- 
toms  which  accompanied  it  from  the  firft. 
As  infpedting  the  fauces,  to  fee  the  various 
changes  from  day  to  day,  led  me  often 
to  deprefs  the  tongue,  I  could  not  but  ob- 
ferve,  that  all  from  the  very  beginning  com¬ 
plained  of  that  depreffion  giving  them  great 
pain,  much  more  indeed  than  I  had  ever 
obferved  in  common  quinlies,  though  at¬ 
tended  with  vaftly  greater  fwelling  and  in¬ 
flammation.  Children  marked  their  reluc¬ 
tance  in  the  moft  ftriking  manner  by  their 
cries  and  ftruggles ;  indeed  all,  even  to  the 
eldeft,  fhewed  great  averfion  to  the  having 
their  mouths  or  fauces  at  all  meddled  with. 
This  pain  and  reludtance  continued  feveral 
days  after  the  diforder  had  been  at  the 
height,  as  did  alfo  the  inability  to  take 

vol *  I.  D  d  folid 
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folid  food,  mentioned  in  a  former  para¬ 
graph. 

As  foon  as  the  phlegm  appeared  very 
copioufly  in  the  fauces,  a  difeharge  of  mat¬ 
ter  took  place  from  the  nofe  in  many  ;  this 
refembled  in  colour  what  came  from  the 
mouth,  but  was  much  thinner  and  Iefs 
tenacious.  The  nofe  in  thefe  was  evidently 
fore,  and  they  complained  of  great  pain 
in  having  it  even  gently  wiped  ;  the  under 
part  of  it  and  the  upper  lip  were  often 
fwelled,  red,  and  excoriated  by  this  dif¬ 
eharge,  which  continued  moftly  feveral 
days  after  the  diforder  began  to  decline. 

•  It  may  appear  to  many,  that  this  is 
a  very  imperfeeft  account  of  lb  confiderable 
an  epidemic,  which  raged  fo  univerfally ; 
but  this  opinion  will  ceafe  on  reading  the 
following  lift  of  fymptoms  which  did  not 
appear.  And  firft,  there  was  no  great 
degree  of  fever  attendant  upon  the  dif- 
erder;  the  pul fe  was  at  the  fiift  ftrong,  but 
as  th*  dilord,  r  advanced  it  loft  in  ftrength 
what  it  gained  in  qukknJ's,  and  at  the 

height 
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height  was  indeed  very  quick,  but  neither 
remarkable  for  its  ftrength  nor  weaknefs ♦ 
and  that  being  over,  it  fell  quickly,  often 
in  twenty-four  hours,  to  its  natural  ftandard. 
The  heat  of  thelkin  was  moftly  not  confider- 
able ;  it  was  greateft  when  the  efflorefcence 
was  at  the  height, and  declined  with  that;  of 
if  it  failed  to  do  fo,  the  diforder  never  went 
off  in  a  kindly  manner.  There  was  fcarcely 
ever  any  degree  of  thirft,  fo  that  many, 
efpecially  children,  could  not  be  prevailed 
on  to  drink  enough  to  keep  their  throats 
in  feemingly  proper  plight  for  deglutition  % 
or  even  thofe  more  advanced  never  took 
drink  except  when  put  in  mind  of  it.  Ano¬ 
ther  remarkable  circumftance  as  to  their 
drink  was,  that  when  afked  what  they 
chofe,  they  almoll  univerfally,  even  to  the 
children  who  lifped  their  words,  mention¬ 
ed  wine  or  porter.  They  had  moftly  no 
appetite,  yet  on  being  preffed  to  it  could 
get  down  any  liquid  food  without  great  dif- 
relifti ;  and  fome  fhewed  a  defire  for  ftrong 
and  relilhing  difhes;  they  were  almoft  never 
either  coftive  or  purged ;  their  breathing, 
except  in  a  few  bad  cafes,  was  never  diffi- 

D  d  2  cult 
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cult  or  laborious ;  their  breath  was  never 
foetid,  or  particularly  often  live  ;  they  all 
flept  well,  in  general  much  more  than  natu¬ 
ral,  not  excepting  thofe  who  died  of  it : 

it  mud  be  remarked,  however,  that  this 

# 

catalogue  of  favourable  iymptoms  is  only 
to  be  referred  to  thofe  cafes  that  were  treat¬ 
ed  in  the  mode  hereafter  to  he  mentioned, 
as-  it  was  evident  enough  that  thofe  who 
were  treated  differently  had  abundance 
of  malignant  fymptoms. 

On  the  fixth  day  ufually,  in  fome  a  little 
later,  the  diforder  began  to  decline  ;  the  ef- 
florefcence  had  by  this  time  in  mod  perfons 
completely  disappeared ;  the  fwellings  of 
the  tonlils  gradually  began  to  fubfide ;  the 
phlegm  was  becoming  lefs  tenacious,  and 
leparated  with  eafe  from  the  fauces,  as  did 
the  Houghs  from  the  fleers,  leaving  them, 
in  part  raw,  but  of  a  clear  healthy  red,  which 
in  a  day  or  two  was  the  fituation  of  all  within 
the  mouth-;  the  pulle  quickly  came  to  its- 
natural  ftandard.  About  this  time  many 
had  fome  laxative  motions,  paffing  a  limb- 
lar  mucous  matter  to  that  difeharged  from 

the 
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the  mouth  and  nofe ;  thefe,  however,  did 
not  weaken  the  patient,  and  after  a  gentle 
dofe  of  rhubarb  they  entirely  ceafed.  The 
appetite  returned,  but  not  to  that  degree 
of  voracioufnefs  that  I  have  often  feen  after 
fever illi  complaints ;  fo  that  by  the  eighth 
or  ninth  day  health  feemed  to  be  reflored, 
except  that  a  conliderable  degree  of  weak- 
nefs  remained  for  a  time  in  thofe  advanced 
in  life  who  had  been  feverely  afflifted  with 
the  diforder.  As  foon  as  the  amendment 
was  very  evident,  the  inclination  for  porter 
and  wine  entirely  ceafed,  and  many  children 
who  had  before  drank  it  greedily,  could  not 
be  brought  to  tafte  a  drop. 

This  was  the  courfe  run  by  the  diforder 
in  the  fummer  :  as.  the  harveft  however 
advanced,  there  was  fome  variation  ob- 
fervable  in  it ;  a  frequent  fhort  hicking 
cough  took  place  in  many ;  they  did  not 

bring  up  any  matter  with  it,  nor  did  each 

•* 

fit  laft  beyond  one  or  two  fhort  expectora¬ 
tions,  but  thefe  were  repeated  feveral  times 
in  a  minute  ;  many  who  had  no  appearance 
of  pituita,  and  but  the  flighted:  poflible 

D  d  3  appear- 
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appearance  of  Angina ,  had  this  cough 
more  troublefome  than  thofe  who  had 
much  of  either.  Another  circumftance  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  I  mean  in  November 
and  December,  was,  that  a  few  days  after 
the  apparent  change  of  the  diforder,  a 
fwelling  attacked  the  face,  but  more  fre¬ 
quently  the  extremities,  attended  with 
moft  excruciating  pain.  This  fwelling  was 
neither  red,  puffy,  nor  cedematous,  and 
did  not  depend  upon  the  previous  mode 
of  treatment,  as  it  occurred  in  thofe  who 
had  been  treated  in  the  moft  different 
manners.  Some  firft  complained  of  a  vio¬ 
lent  tooth-ach  ;  after  two  or  three  days 
they  often  complained  of  an  equally  vio¬ 
lent  pain  in  the  back,  the  firft  one  gra¬ 
dually  fubfiding.  In  a  day  or  two  more, 
or  even  fooner,  the  pain  attacked  their 
elbows*  wrifts,  and  hands,  which  were 
ufually  the  laft  parts  attacked  ;  thefe  pains 
in  fome  patients  were  only  in  the  hands 
and  arms.  The  laft  difference  I  (hall  men¬ 
tion  in  this  difeafe,  was  a  fwelling  of  the 
parotid  glands  ;  I  mention  this  here,  be- 
caufe  the  firft  cafe  where  I  faw  this  fwelling 
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in  any  degree,  occurred  after  the  middle  of 
September.  This  fwelling  was  fometimes 
apparent  in  the  beginning  of  the  complaint, 
at  other  times  it  came  on  about  the  fifth  day 
with  great  pain,  protrading  the  difeafe ; 
and  in  many  it  came  after  the  efBorefcencc 
had  entirely  difappeared,  bringing  it  in 
fome  degree,  and  all  the  feverifh  fymptoms, 
back  with  it.  Though  this  fwelling  was 
attended  with  great  pain,  I  did  not  fee 
one  cafe  of  its  fuppurating,  any  more  than 
I  did  of  the  tonfils  inwardly  undergoing 
the  fame  procefs,  although  I  have  heard 
this  mentioned  by  fome  practitioners ;  but 
I  am  inclinable  to  think,  we  only  differed 
about  the  meaning  of  the  term,  for  I  have 
feen  cafes  where  the  tonfils,  after  being 
greatly  fwelled,  have  pretty  rapidly  fub~ 
fided,  whilft  the  perfons  have  fpit  up  dis¬ 
agreeable  phlegm  more  copioufly  and  freely; 
and  if  they  mean  this  by  fuppuration,  there 
is  no  difference  between  us.  I  would  not, 
however,  call  this  a  fuppuration,  becaufe 
what  was  fpit  up  had  no  appearance  of 
pus,  as  in  Anginas  that  I  have  feen  really 
fuppurate ;  nor  could  the  formation  of 

matter 
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matter  be  at  all  feen  in  the  part,  as  I  have 
perceived  in  other  quinfies ;  I  therefore 
think  this  was  only  a  refolution  of  the  in¬ 
flammation,  wherein  the  parts  being  re¬ 
laxed,  a  more  copious  fecretion,  and  freer 
excretion  took  place. 

I  fhould  mention  here,  that,  both  in  the 
cafes  attended  with  the  pains  already  men¬ 
tioned,  and  thofe  with  the  parotids,  the 
pulfe  was  more  violent  and  inflammatory 
than  in  any  other  cafes  I  have  feen. 

There  was  one  fymptom  which  I  faw 
in  feveral  cafes  follow  the  crilis  of  this 
difeafe,  and  which  deferves  to  be  parti¬ 
cularly  noticed.  This  was  a  moft  incon- 
^eiveable  degree  of  languor,  which  at¬ 
tacked  the  patient  in  an  mllan t  when  all 
diforder  feemed  almofl:  gone ;  it  was  with¬ 
out  pain  or  uneafinefs,  nay,  I  may  lay, 
without  dejedtion  of  lpirits,  for,  although 
I  have  known  fome  take  a  folemn  leave 
of  their  families,  yet  it  was  with  the  utmoft 
tranquillity,  and,  on  being  allured  by  me 
on  my  arrival  that  it  was  unattended  with 

danger. 
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danger,  they  have  continued  for  feveral 
hours  whilft  it  lafted,  converting  with  thofe 
about  them  in  the  moft  placid  cheerful 
manner.  A  Watch-Maker  gave  me  the  bell 
defcription  of  this,  by  telling  me  that  he 
felt  as  if  all  his  inward  works  were  going 
inftantly  to  ftop,  his  main-fpring  of  life 
being  entirely  run  down.  I  am  inclinable 
to  think,  that  this  feeling  is  connected 
with  the  Angina ,  from  having  myfelf  fuf- 
fered  it  after  one  of  the  attacks  of  that 
diforder,  which  for  many  years  I  was  fub- 
jedt  to.  As  there  were  no  other  fymptoms 
but  the  mere  languor,  I  found  proper 
encouragement  given  to  the  patients  them- 
felves,  and  fome  gentle  cordials  prefcribed, 
in  order  to  fatisfy  them  and  the  bye-ftand- 
ers,  who  were  always  more  alarmed  than 
the  fufferer,  together  with  a  little  time,  a 
medicine  that  cures  oftener  than  we  are 
willing  to  acknowledge,  always  got  the 
better  of  it. 

As  I  have  gone  through  the  manner  in 
which  it  terminated  favourably,  I  fhall  now 
proceed  to  the  way  in  whieh  it  ended  fatally. 

On 
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On  the  fourth  or  fifth  day,  in  fome  even 
fooner,  a  great  defipientia  began  to  ap¬ 
pear  ;  this  never  rofe  to  delirium,  but  ap¬ 
peared  like  fatuity,  their  eyes  having  a 
filly  vacant  ftare,  and  their  words  fcarcely 
having  any  meaning.  I  mention  this  fymp- 
tom  firft,  as  being  the  mod:  ftriking  and 
conftant  one,  and  very  different  from  that 
wandering  on  awaking  from  deep,  or  rather 
when  in  a  date  between  deeping  and  waking, 
which  many  had  in  the  more  favourable 
fpccies  of  the  difeafe,  and  which  often  ac¬ 
companies  other  fevers ;  their  pulfe  became 
at  the  fame  time  very  quick,  unequal,  and 
weak,  and  in  many  was  not  to  be  perceived  ; 
their  extremities  loft  their  feverifh  heat, 
though  far  from  cold ;  and  their  whole 
ikin,  inftead  of  the  fcarlet,  affumed  a  very 
remarkable  appearance,  which  refembled 
nothing  lb  much  as  that  of  a  dead  body 
which  has  been  kept  feveral  days,  or  as  if 
a  mixture  of  blood  and  water  were  univer- 
fally  diffufed  under  it  and  could  be  feen 
through  it ;  the  Ikin  at  the  fame  time  felt 
entirely  flaccid,  but  without  any  perfpira- 
tion,  and  though  not  fo  cold,  yet  like  that 

of 
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of  a  corpfe ;  they  had  little  purging,  but 

% 

whatever  they  pafled  in  that  way  was  moftly 
without  their  knowledge,  as  was  their  uri¬ 
nary  difcharge  ;  they  feemed  to  have  fome 
difficulty  in  fwallowing,  at  lead  they  were 
exceedingly  averfe  to  make  any  attempt 
for  that  purpofe ;  their  breath,  though  far 
from  laborious  in  general,  yet  was  fome- 
times  for  a  few  minutes  very  unequal  and 
feemingly  difficult ;  but  I  have  feen  this 
inequality,  though  not  to  fo  high  a  degree, 
in  fome  that  recovered  :  a  few  of  thefe 
had  their  throats  loaded  with  an  enormous 
quantity  of  vifeid  phlegm,  which  raifed  a 
rattling  kind  of  cough,  without  any  at¬ 
tempt  to  fpit  it  up  ;  but  far  the  greater 
number  had  loft  moil  of  the  morbid  ap¬ 
pearances  in  their  throat ;  fo  that  from  an 
infpeftion  of  that  alone,  a  perfon  would 
have  been  inclined  to  pronounce  them  out 
of  danger.  This  ftage  lafted  but  a  ffiort 
time,  the  patients  moftly  dying  in  twenty- 
four  or  thirty-fix  hours  after  it  began. 
Though  I  was  called  to  many  in  it,  (the 
friends  never  having  been  alarmed  until 
the  extreme  weaknefs  and  faintnefs  attend¬ 
ing 
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ing  it  routed  them  from  their  iecurity,)  and 
tried  a  variety  of  the  moft  powerful  medi¬ 
cines,  particularly  cordials,  blitters,  and 
even  James’s  powder  and  antimonials  ;  I  did 
not  find  any  of  the  fmalleft  iervice,  and  law 
only  one  perfon  who  recovered  from  it : 
this  was  a  woman,  in  whom  the  change 
appeared  very  late,  fo  that  it  was  the  four¬ 
teenth  day  of  the  difeafe  when  I  firft  faw 
her.  In  her  the  pulfe  was  not  to  be  felt, 
and  fiie  was  totally  infentible,  although  fiie 
had  been  drinking  twTo  bottles  of  white  wine 
a  day  for  feveral  days.  As  I  thought  the 
cafe  almoft  defperate,  on  confidering  all  the 
fymptoms,  which  were  thofe  of  the  kft 
ftage  before  deferibed,  I  refolved  to  try 
what  leaving  off  wine  and  fubftituting 
porter  in  its  ftead  might  do,  finding  that 
to  be  the  liquor  file  was  moft  accuftomed 
to;  though  lcarccly  able  to  articulate  any 
words,  file  teflified  as  well  as  file  could 
great  pleafure  in  the  change,  and  drank 
greedily  three  or  four  quarts  a  day.  From 
this  moment  file  began  to  amend,  yet  fiie 
was  reduced  fo  low  that,  although  it  is 
feveral  months  fince,  file  has  not  yet  reco¬ 
vered  any  tolerable  fiiare  of  ftrength  or 

health. 
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health.  The  way  in  which  this  dileafe 
terminated  fatally,  at  a  later  period,  I 
fhall  take  notice  of  hereafter. 

I  have  hitherto  mentioned  the  fore 
throat  and  fcarlet  eruption  as  always  oc¬ 
curring  together  in  this  dileafe,  but  the 
fadt  is,  feveral  patients  had  the  Angina 
without  any  apparent  eruption,  whilft:  on 
the  other  hand,  others  had  the  eruption 
without  any  forenefs  of  the  throat ;  the 
former  happened  almoft  entirely  to  thofe 
beyond  the  age  of  puberty,  whilft  the  lat¬ 
ter  was  as  much  confined  to  the  more 
youthful.  In  one  child  the  fcarlet  fever 
appeared  without  any  Angina ,  and  having 
finiihed  its  courfe,  left  the  patient  feeming- 
ly  in  perfedt  health  \  but  in  a  few  days 
a  fever  returned  without  any  eruption, 
but  with  a  very  confiderable  degree  of  fore 

it.  ♦ 

throat,  and  much  pain  and  fwelling  of  the 
tonlils  and  parotids,  which  likewife  ran  its 
courfe  as  if  the  former  fymptoms  had  never 
appeared.  Thefe  anomalous  cafes  hap¬ 
pened  more  frequently  towards  the  clofe 
of  the  year,  when  the  varieties  before  men¬ 
tioned  likewife  took  place. 


Whilft 
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Whilft  this  diforder  reigned  among  the 
young,  and  attacked  fome  of  the  middle- 
aged,  a  fever,  fimilar  in  many  refpe&s, 
was  common  among  perfons  more  advanced 
in  life,  which  likewife  attacked  fome  of 
the  middle-aged  who  had  been  debili¬ 
tated  by  previous  difeafe,  long  courfes 
of  weakening  medicines,  or  finally,  and 
more  efpecially,  by  long  anxiety  and  vex¬ 
ation  of  mind,  which  lad  is  in  this  town 
a  mod:  frequent,  though  unfufpecded  caufe 
of  fatal  fevers ;  fo  much  fo,  that  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  many  hundreds  annually  are 
carried  off  here  by  rapid  fevers  caufed  by 
difappointment  alone,  and  have  likewife 
obferved  that  a  reputed  putrid  fever  is  the 
mod  general  exit  of  all  thofe  who  are  un- 
fuccefsful  in  life,  I  mean  in  this  town,  for 
in  the  country  the  cafe  is  very  different. 
This  fever  was  exceedingly  mortal,  feveral 
medical  men,  as  I  have  reafon  to  believe, 
falling  facrifices  to  it.  About  the  manner 
of  its  feizure  I  can  fay  nothing  from  my 
own  knowledge,  having  not  feen  one  per- 
fon  early  in  it.  It  was  ufually  about  the 
feventh  or  eighth  day  of  the  difeafe  when 

I  firft 
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I  firft  faw  them,  at  which  time  they  were  in 
a  ftate  exactly  refembling  what  I  have  de- 
fcribed  as  the  clofe  of  the  fcarlet  fever. 
They  were  defipient,  infeniible,  with  a  pulfe 
fcarcely  to  be  felt,  and  not  to  be  counted, 
and  all  had  petechias ;  the  fkin  of  their 
extremities  had  likewife  that  corpfe-like  ap¬ 
pearance  already  mentioned.  On  inquiry,  I 
found  that  their  malady  had  given  no  alarm 
to  their  friends  until  that  moment,  being 
ulually  afcribed  to  lownefs  of  fpirits,  and 
many  of  them  had  not  been  entirely  con¬ 
fined  to  their  bed  until  within  a  day  or  two ; 
none  of  them  had  any  fcarlet  efflorefcencc, 
and  on  afking  whether  they  had  any  fore 
throat,  it  was  uniformly  denied  ;  yet,  on 
a  more  minute  inveftigation,  I  found  that 
they  all  had  complained  of  a  very  flight 
one,  which,  as  perhaps  they  never  men¬ 
tioned  it  but  once,  made  no  impreflion  on 
the  bye-ftanders,  nor  would  it  ever  have 
been  thought  of  afterwards  but  for  the 
extreme  exadtnefs  of  my  inquiries.  On 
infpedting  their  fauces,  I  found  their 
teeth  furrounded  with  a  dark  furring, 
no  mucus  in  their  throat,  their  ton -ae 

dry  ah. 
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dry  id),  but  not  remarkably  foul,  and  In  all. 
a  llightly  inflamed  line  along  the  under 
part  of  the  velum  pendulum  and  uvula, 
exactly  like  what  I  have  already  defcribcd 
in  fome  cafes  of  the  farmer  fever,  Thefo 
patients  in  a  day  or  two  all  funk  to  reft,  as 
I  may  call  it,  dying  without  a  ftruggle,  or 
almoft  a  groan,  the  ftrongeft  cordials  not 
feeming  to  produce  the  fmallcft  effedt,  and 
blifters  in  many  not  even  railing  tile  fkin 
in  the  fmalleft  degree.  Whether  this  fever 
was  the  fame  as  that  before  deferibed, 

i 

varied  only  by  the  age  and  circumftanccs 
of  the  patient,  or  was  fimilar  to  thofe  de¬ 
feribed  by  Sydenham,  occurring  at  the 
fame  time  with  a  particular  epidemic  dif- 
order,  as  the  febris  variolofa ,  which  pre¬ 
vailed  at  the  time  the  fmall-pox  were  epi¬ 
demic,  i  cannot  abfolutely  determine  : 
from  feeing,  in  two  inftances,  the  Anginoits 
fever,  apparently  railed  in  a  family  by 
an  elderly  perfgn  who  had  this  laft  de¬ 
feribed  fever ;  and  alfo  in  a  few  inftances 
from  meeting  with  the  latter,  where  the 
young  part  of  the  family  had  gone  through 
the  former  fpecies  of  fever,  I  ihould  be 

i  led 
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led  t 6  fuppofe  them  only  varieties  of  the 
fame  difeafe ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  thefe 
coincidences  were  fo  rare  as  to  leave  the 
matter  (till  in  doubt.  Without  attempting 
to  propofe  any  conjectures  on  this  head,  I 
fhall  proceed  to  defcribe  the  method  of 
cure  of  the  fir  ft  fpecies  of  fever  already 
defcribed,  and  which  I  call  the  Scarlatina 
Anginofa ,  premifing,  that  but  two  perfon$ 
died  out  of  above  two  hundred  in  whom  it 
was  ufed ;  both  of  which  cafes  fhall  be 
mentioned  hereafter. 

I  had  been  myfelf,  every  winter  for 
many  years,  liable  to  one  or  more  attacks 
of  the  inflammatory  Angina >  for  which  I 
had  ufed  many  methods  of  cure  in  vain, 
the  diforder  running  its  regular  courfe  in 
fpite  of  all  my  efforts ;  and  to  fhew  that 
thefe  were  not  feeble  ones,  I  fhall  only 
mention  that  I  once  had  about  forty 
ounces  of  blood  taken  from  my  arm  in  the 
fpace  of  eight  hours,  without  its  feeming 
in  the  leaft  to  fhorten  the  complaint.  At 
laft,  about  ten  years  ago,  I  refolved  to  try 
what  the  vitriolic  acid  would  do  in  the 
cafe ;  I  therefore,  on  the  next  attack,  fent 

vol.  1.  E  e  for 
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for  two  ounces  of  the  oil  of  vitriol,  and 
mixing  part  of  it  with  water,  I  made  as 
ftrong  a  gargle  as  my  throat  would  poflibly 
bear I  continued  five  hours  inceflantly 
gargling  with  this,  until  I  had  ufed  many 
quarts  of  water,  and  alfo  the  greateft  part 
of  the  acid  :  that  I  might  give  the  gargle 
the  greater  efficacy,  I,  from  time  to  time, 
fwallowed  as  much  of  it  as  I  found  my 
ftomach  would  receive.  The  defign  I  had 
of  fwallowing  part  of  it  was  my  reafon  for 
choofing  this  acid,  as  I  knew  the  ftomach 
would  bear  a  much  greater  quantity  of  it 
than  any  other  aftringent  we  are  acquainted 
with,  and  believe  we  cannot  apply  a  gargle 
fufficiently  to  the  difeafed  part  without 
letting  fome  of  it  pafs  into  the  cefophagus . 
So  intent  was  I  in  the  profecution  of  my 
fcheme,  that  I  believe  I  would  have  per- 
fifted  until  I  had  ufed  the  whole  of  the  acid, 
had  I  not  been  conftrained  to  leave  off  by 
exceffive  faintnefs  and  fatigue ;  when  I  had 
done,  the  inflammation  had  entirely  fub- 
fided,  and  my  throat  felt  quite  parched  and 
fhrivelled ;  from  that  time  I  have  not  been 
once  attacked  by  the  difeafe. 

4 
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✓ 

My  fuccefs  in  this  cafe  led  me  to  pre- 
fcribe  the  fame  acid  in  all  other  cafes  of 
Angina  where  I  was  confulted,  nor  have  I 
had  as  yet  reafon  to  repent  its  exhibition* 
In  this  courfe  of  practice,  however,  I  foon 
came  to  rely  more  upon  its  inward  exhi¬ 
bition  than  upon  its  ufe  as  a  gargle ;  in 
the  prefent  epidemic  therefore,  I  naturally 
had  recourfe  to  a  remedy  fo  often  tried  and 
found  fuccefsful  5  my  common  prefcription 
was  two  ounces  of  tin&ure  of  rofes,  a 
drachm  of  fyrup  of  lemons,  and  fpirit 
of  vitriol  twenty  drops,  or  as  much  as 
could  be  added  to  the  tin&ure  without 
making  it  too  highly  acid  for  the  particular 
patient  it  was  prefcribed  for.  This  draught 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  by  an  adult  every 
hour  and  half,  or  every  hour,  and  even 
oftener,  according  to  the  exigence  of  the 
cafe ;  and  even  children  from  two  to  three 
years  old  have  fwallowed  much  above  two 
hundred  drops  of  the  acid  in  twenty-four 
hours. 

As  I  had  always  feen  the  greateft  advan¬ 
tage  in  putrid  or  malignant  difeafes  from 

E  e  2  the 
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the  ufe  of  gentle  laxatives,  and  have 
ever  found  rhubarb  mod:  confonant  to  the 
bowels  of  a  Londoner,  I  began  in  the  very 
firft  inftance  with  ordering  it :  my  com¬ 
mon  prefeription  confuted  of  equal  parts 
of  rhubarb  and  fal  polychreft,  of  which 
mixture  as  much  was  taken  as  procured 
about  two  motions  a  day.  Having  already 
faid  that  the  patients  in  this  difeafe  were  not 
at  all  inclinable  to  coflivenefs,  the  exhibition 
of  laxatives  may  feem  to  fome  unneceflary; 
but  I  mu  ft  remark,  that  in  moft  putrid 
fevers  the  cafe  is  the  fame,  yet  their  ufe 
feems  ever  attended  with  fingular  advan¬ 
tage,  and  befides,  there  was  frequently  a 
naufea  and  confiderable  vomiting  attending 
the  beginning  of  the  dileafe  we  are  now 
treating  of.  I  fhould  perhaps  have  men¬ 
tioned  firft,  that  wherever  this  naufea  took 
place,  I  always  ordered  a  gentle  emetic  of 
ipecacuanha  wine  to  be  taken  inflan tly, 
which  ever  gave  confiderable  relief ;  this  re¬ 
medy,  however,  was  fcarcely  ever  given  but 
in  that  particular  circumftance,  and  cannot 
therefore  be  enumerated  among  thofe  com- 
monly  ufed,  as  it  was  but  a  few  cafes  to 

which 
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which  I  was  called  in  time  to  prefcribe 
it. 


Upon  the  above  recited  draughts  and 
powders  I  loon  found  reafon  to  have  fuch 
complete  reliance,  that  in  many  cafes  I 
never  once  varied  them,  and  even  where  I 
did  make  an  alteration  in  them,  it  was  fuch 
as  contained  their  moft  efficacious  parts. 
Thus,  as  the  difeafe  proceeded,  I  fometimes 
ordered  a  ftrong  decodtion  of  the  bark  to 
be  fubftituted  for  the  tindture  of  rofes,  and 
to  this,  if  the  puife  were  very  weak,  I  added 
fome  cordial  confedtion  and  ftomachic 
tindture,  ftill  however  retaining  as  much 
of  the  fpirit  of  vitriol  as  I  thought  con¬ 
venient,  and  perilling  in  the  ufe  of  the 
eccoprotic  powder. 

During  this  whole  courfe,  I  ordered 
the  patient  to  eat  moderately  of  any  food 
that  the  ftomach  feemed  to  relifh,  not  ex¬ 
cepting  broth  or  flefh,  and  to  drink  a  little 
wine  mixed  with  water  if  they  felt  at  all  low, 
or  porter  or  ale  if  they  feemed  more  agree¬ 
able  to  their  palate,  which  was  often  the 
cafe.  I  have  laid  a  little  wine,  becaufe  a 

E  e  3  large 
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large  proportion  of  the  fufferers  being 
very  young,  did  not  feem  to  require  any  ; 
and  I  have  frequently  obferved  in  putrid 
cafes  a  large  quantity  of  wine  do  great 
mifchief,  where  half  a  pint  would  have 
been  highly  ferviceable.  In  all  thefe  cafes 
we  fhould  ever  keep  in  mind  that  our 
intention  in  ordering  it  fhould  be  to  raife 
the  ltrength,  and  that  nothing  debilitates 
fo  much  as  too  large  a  quantity  of  it. 
which  is  extremely  vifible  in  a  perfon  who 
is  intoxicated. 

Having  proceeded  in  this  manner  during 
the  rile  and  height  of  the  difeafe,  I  found 
it  neceffary  to  change  my  plan  as  foon  as 
the  height  was  paffed.  This  was  a  point 
of  the  treatment  as  needful  to  be  known 
and  exadlly  attended  to  as  any  other  in  the 
malady  ;  for  as  foon  as  the  pulfe  about  the 
fixth  day  began  to  fall  to  the  natural  ftand- 
ard,  if  the  cordial  medicines  and  regimen 
were  perfifted  in,  or  increafed  with  a  view 
to  keep  up  the  finking  pulfe,  many  vex¬ 
atious  or  even  dangerous  confequcnces  en- 
fued ;  a  new  fever,  often  more  violent  than 
’ . . .  :  v  the 
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the  firft,  was  raifed,  a  great  fwelling  and 
inflammation  of  the  tonfils  or  parotids  with 
acute  pain  came  on,  and  the  fcarlet  erup¬ 
tion  re-appeared  as  copioufly  as  before. 

In  adapting  ourfelves  to  this  change 
feemed  one  of  the  niceties  in  the  treatment 
of  the  diforder ;  but  as  the  change  of  ap¬ 
pearances  have  been  already  pointed  out,  I 
Shall  not  recapitulate  it ;  fuffice  it  to  fay, 
that  as  loon  as  the  change  began,  I  always 
fubtradled  fomewhat  from  the  wine  and 
cordials,  and  quickly  prohibited  them  en¬ 
tirely,  diminishing  at  the  fame  time  the 
fpirit  of  vitriol,  which  feemed  now  unne- 
ceflary,  and  giving  the  rhubarb  in  fmaller 
quantity,  and  relying  during  the  period 
of  amendment  upon  gentle  nourishing  diet 
and  broths,  as  the  only  medicines,  except 
where  fome  particular  fymptom  feemed 
to  require  attention. 

I  have  as  yet  faid  nothing  of  gargles, 
liniments,  and  blifters ;  the  truth  is,  I 
place  very  little  confidence  in  them,  not 
but  that  I  have  tried  them  repeatedly.  At 

E  e  4  firft 
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firft  I  always  ordered  a  gargle  to  be  ufcd 
of  tindture  of  rofes  with  fome  fpirit  of 
vitriol,  or  acid  of  fea-falt.  I  afterwards 
tried  a  l'olution  of  alum,  vinegar,  and 
other  aftringents  ;  I  have  likewife  ordered 
milder  ones,  as  iage,  or  balm-tea,  or  bar¬ 
ley-water,  but  cannot  fay  that  I  have  found 
much  benefit  from  any  of  them ;  on  the 
contrary,  when  there  were  many  ulcers  and 
floughs  in  the  throat,  I  think  1  have  feen 
them  of  dilfervice  if  much  ufed.  The  only 
gargle  that  I  think  I  have  feen  any  fervice 
from,  is  brandy  with  a  little  water,  or  fre¬ 
quently  without  any  mixture  whatever ;  but 
even  this  could  be  ufed  in  general  only  fel- 
dom:  a  very  frequent  ufe  of  it,  or  any  waflb, 
or  indeed  any  conftant  exercife  of  the  parts, 
as  in  expuition,  feeming  to  be  prejudicial. 
Wallies  thrown  into  the  throat  by  a  fyringe 
feemed  to  have  no  better  effedh  As  to  the 
fumes  of  hot  liquids  drawn  in  with  the 
breath,  I  can  fay  little,  having  only  in  two 
cafes  ordered  the  vapour  of  vinegar  and 
water  to  be  ufed,  but  with  no  apparent 
benefit ;  though  I  have  preferibed  it  with 
great  advantage  in  other  cafes  of  quinfy 
affedting  the  breathing. 


I  have 
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I  have  ufed  feveral  outward  applica¬ 
tions  to  the  throat,  and  can  fay  but  little 
in  their  favour.  Volatile  liniments  and 
blifters  I  have  ordered  very  often  to  the  part, 
without  perceiving  any  other  amendment 
than  happened  from  the  change  of  the  dif- 
order  if  it  was  about  that  period,  and  fufpe£t 
the  praifes  I  have  heard  of  them  have  been 
owing  to  their  being  fo  timed  as  nearly  to 
hit  that  period ;  I  have  befides  moftly 
found  the  neck  a  very  inconvenient,  and 
in  ladies  a  totally  improper,  place  for  a 
blifter ;  fo  that  when  on  account  of  a 
greater  degree  of  delirium  attended  with 
much  fever  and  fwelling  about  the  fauces, 
I  have  been  induced  to  order  a  blifter,  I  at 
the  laft  preferred  applying  one  between 
the  fhoulders,  and  in  thefe  circumftances 
have  often  perceived  notable  advantage 
from  it.  When  there  has  been  a  great 
fwelling  of  the  parotids  externally  with 
confiderable  pain,  a  poultice  of  bread, 
milk,  and  oil,  applied  to  them,  has  given 
confiderable  relief ;  but  in  other  cafes  I 
never  prefcribed  nor  faw  it  applied  :  of 

cupping 
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cupping  I  can  fay  nothing,  having  never 
ufed  it. 

Of  bleeding,  much  need  not  be  faid. 
That  many  cafes  would  have  borne  it  I 
have  not  a  doubt,  from  the  whole  com¬ 
plexion  of  the  fever  attending  on  them, 
and  therefore  I  know  that  it  was  many 
times  prefcribed  without  doing  mifchkf; 
but  it  does  not  follow  from  thence  that  it 
was  requilite,  or  did  good.  In  my  own 
practice,  I  began  early  almoft  totally  to 
negleCt  it,  from  an  obfervation  that  the 
cafes  where  the  pulfe  was  ftrongeft,  and 
heat  and  fever  higheft,  were  not  thofe  at¬ 
tended  with  the  mod  danger,  and  never 
afterwards  had  recourfe  to  it  but  in  violent 
peripneumonic  fymptoms,  which  indeed 

were  very  rarely  blended  with  the  difeafe  ; 

% 

I  am  alfo  certain  that  I  have  feen  many 
cafes  become  fatal  entirely  from  an  abufe 
of  bleeding,  io  that  it  was  much  lafer  to  pro¬ 
hibit  it  univerfally,  than  to  be  at  all  free  in 
preferibing  it ;  this  remark,  however,  is  only 
intended  to  fetter  the  young  and  unlkilful 
practitioner.  A  fecond  bleeding  I  believe 

always 
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always  did  mifehief :  the  fame  remark 
will  hold  good  as  to  fcarification  and  the 
application  of  leeches.  My  averfion  to 
bleeding  in  general  firft  took  its  origin 
from  finding  that  the  application  of  only 
two  leeches,  which  I  myfelf  had  ordered, 
brought  a  patient  into  great  danger,  who, 
1  had  no  reafon  otherwife  to  fuppofe  would 
have  been  fo :  taught,  therefore,  by  my 
own  miftake,  I  was  afterwards  cautious  in 
ordering  any  thing  of  the  kind  (I  would 
fay  to  an  extreme)  had  I  in  one  inftance 
found  reafon  to  alter  my  fentiments. 

Strong  purgatives  feemed  'at  leaft  as 
objectionable  as  bleeding ;  and  whenever 
the  gentle  laxatives  already  recommended 
had  a  confiderable  effeCt,  I  found  it  necef- 

fary  immediately  to  put  a  flop  to  it  by 

. 

opiates,  as  whatever  exhaufted  the  patient 
was  carefully  to  be  avoided,  and  London¬ 
ers,  though  requiring  eccoprotics  as  much 
as  any  people  whatever,  bear  ftrong  pur¬ 
gatives  beyond  all  comparifon  the  worth 
The  fame  may  be  faid  of  fudorifics,  for 
though  a  gentle  perforation  did  good,  and 

u  finally 
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ufually  attended  the  turn  of  the  difeafe, 
yet  great  fweats  were  almoft  ever  per¬ 
nicious. 

With  refpedt  to  expofure  to  air,  I  found 
th  is  diforder,  when  the  effiorcfcence  was 
confiderable,  to  agree  perfectly  with  the 
meafles,  it  being  abfolutely  requilite  to 
confine  the  patient  to  his  bed,  and  to 
keep  the  room  moderately  warm  with  fire ; 
in  this  cafe  the  drink  was  allowed  to 
be  a  little  warmed,  which  I  found  was 
moft  pleafing  to  the  patient’s  palate ;  but 
where  the  efBorefcence  was  lefs,  thefe 
precautions  were  unneceffary,  nor  were 
they  defired  by  the  patient.  It  is  to  be 
underftood  from  hence,  that  the  expofure 
to  cool  air  did  not  feem  at  all  to  depend 
on  the  ftate  of  the  Angina ;  for  where 
there  was  little  of  the  fcarlet  eruption  and 
the  patients  were  low,  I  have  found  them 
evidently  relieved  by  being  taken  out 
of  bed,  and  having  the  air  of  the  room 
cooled. 

A  ftridt  attention  to  the  paffions  and 

affections 
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affeftions  of  the  mind  was  exceedingly  re- 
quifite  in  all,  but  particularly  in  thofe 
beyond  the  age  of  puberty.  With  them  I 
conftantly  began  by  giving  the  moft  folemn 
affurances  of  fafety,  relating  how  many 
inftances  of  the  difeafe  I  had  feen,  and 
that  the  method  they  iliould  profecute  had 
never  once  failed  of  fuccefs.  And  here 
let  me  mention,  that  the  chit-chat  at  a. 
patient’s  bedfide  is  too  often  negleded  and 
contemned  by  young  practitioners,  who 
think  it  beneath  a  man  of  fciencej  yet 
I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  it  is  often  of 
as  much  importance  as  all  the  medicines 
that  can  be  administered,  and  that  there  is 
no  old  fteady  practitioner  who  has  not 
faved  many  patients  by  it.  The  friendly 
attention  of  the  phyfician  is  frequently 
moft  (hewn  in  thefe  apparently  trifling 
things,  which  add  inconceiveably  to  the 
comfort  of  the  patients  and  thofe  about 
them.  As  I  am  exceedingly  and  anxioufly 
earneft  in  inculcating  thefe  minute  atten¬ 
tions,  let  me  add  a  reafon,  that  to  a  libe¬ 
ral  mind  will  have  no  weight,  which  is 
that  they  will  ever  increafe  a  phyfician ’s 

practice 
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practice  and  emolument ;  they  will  fiilvc 
over  every  in  dance  of  bad  fuccefs,  and 
even  his  grofleft  blunders,  fhould  he  be  fo 
unfortunate  as  to  make  any;  whilft  the 
contrary  conduct  leaves  him  open  to  every 
arrow  of  malevolence,  every  mifreprefen- 
tation  of  envy ;  his  good  fuccefs  will  be 
aferibed  to  chance,  or  the  trifling  nature 
of  the  difeafe  by  even  the  patient  himfclf, 
whilft  even  thofe  fatal  cafes  that  were  out 
of  the  reach  of  medicine  before  he  faw 
them,  will  be  univerfally  aferibed  to  his  in¬ 
attention  or  unfkilfulnefs.  Let  me  add  to 
all,  that  to  this  perhaps  alone  we  are  to 
aferibe  the  influence  which  apothecaries 
have  where  they  attend,  being  the  confi¬ 
dential  friends  of  the  family ;  and  even  to 
it  has  been  owing  the  foie  celebrity  of 
many  phyficians,  who  have  arrived  at  the 
fummit  of  their  profefiion,  with  abilities 
and  fcience  that  would  have  fcarcely  enti¬ 
tled  them  to  the  meaneft  place  in  it :  the 
liberal  phylician  fliould  therefore  practice 
it,  becauie  thereby  he  may  do  good  to 
others;  the  illiberal  and  felfifh  will  natu- 
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rally  adhere  to  it,  becaufe  it  ferves  him- 
felf. 

Belides  what  I  have  mentioned  as  to 
alluring  the  patient’s  mind,  if  they  were 
of  fuch  an  age  as  to  be  operated  on  by 
fears,  the  minds  of  the  attendants  and  all 
who  came  nigh  them  were  to  be  rendered 
eafy,  as  patients  often  fufpedt  what  is  laid 
to  themfelves,  and  with  ferutinizing  looks 
and  questions  endeavour  to  fift  out  the 
phylician’s  real  opinion  from  others ;  the 
guarding  therefore  againft  this,  without 
injury  to  his  character  for  ability  and 
prefcience,  requires  conliderable  addrefs. 
As  the  objedts  around  us  operate  more 
upon  our  imaginations  during  illnefs  than 
in  health,  .when  we  have  fo  many  avoca¬ 
tions  to  employ  them,  great  care  was  taken 
that  nothing  but  thofe  perfons  and  things 
were  brought  in  view  that  were  perfectly 
agreeable  to  the  patient.  As  to  this  matter, 
I  am  forry  to  fay  the  moderns  fall  vaftly 
behind  the  ancient  phyficians,  who  ftudied 
and  gave  directions  for  every,  the  molt 
minute,  circumftance  of  this  kind.  I  wifi 

only 
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only  particularize  one  apparently  trifling 
circumftance.  The  figures,  either  painted 
or  ftamped,  fo  univerfally  in  our  bed-cur¬ 
tains,  have,  I  am  convinced,  coft  thoufands 
of  patients  their  lives :  no  fooner  is  a 
perfon’s  head  affedted  in  a  fever,  than  thefe 
begin  to  confufe  his  mind,  and  in  a  fhort 
time  numberlefs  wild  fancies  are  raifed  by 
them,  until  complete  delirium  is  excited ; 
or,  if  it  exifted  independent  of  them,  it 
is  raifed  thereby  to  abfolute  fury.  Some 
phyficians  fee  little  of  this  delirium,  their 
common  vifits  being  fo  fhort  as  lcarcely  to 
allow  the  patient,  before  they  leave  him,  to 
fall  back  into  his  ufual  wanderings  after  he 
is  roufed  from  them  to  fenfe  or  reflection  by 
the  prefence  of  a  firangcr,  and  his  attention 
being  drawn  to  a  point  by  the  being  afked 
a  number  of  queftions.  The  bed  clothes 
and  curtains  therefore  of  patients  in  fevers 
fhould  be  abfolutely  free  from  all  images 
or  impreflions  whatever,  as  fhould  the 
conftant  furniture  of  the  room  in  which 
they  lie ;  this,  however,  is  not  meant  to 
preclude  fhewing  them  agreeable  pictures. 
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or  fuch  objects  at  intervals  as  will  be  agree¬ 
able  to  them. 

After  giving  this  account  of  the  method 
purfued  moft  fuccefsfully  in  this  difeafe,  I 
fhall  now  mention  the  only  inftances  in 
which  I  knew  it  to  fail.  The  fir  ft  cafe  was 
of  a  young  lady,  above  fixteen  years  of  age, 
who  was  fo  obftinate,  that  from  the  very 
firft  fhe  would  fcarcely  ever  obey  any  one 
direction  that  was  given  to  her ;  nay,  fhe 
carried  this  fo  far  as  to  boaft  to  her  fchool- 
fellows  that  fhe  would  not ;  fhe  had  addrefs 
and  cunning  enough  to  fecrete  moft  of  her 
medicines,  and  to  perfuade  her  attendants 
that  fhe  had  taken  them ;  and,  on  the  fifth 
day,  fell  a  vidtim  to  her  own  miftaken  opinion 
rather  than  the  infufficiency  of  the  method* 
The  other  cafe  however  was  very  different, 
and  I  fhall  mention  it  more  particularly, 
becaufe  in  it  I  committed  two  deviations 
from  my  own  plan,  of  both  of  which  I 
had  much  reafon  to  repent.  A  candid 
acknowledgement  of  errors  will  not  in- 
creafe  a  perfon’s  prefent  reputation,  but  a 
phyfician  fhould  only  ftudy  the  good  of 

vol.  1.  F  f  his 
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his  profcfTion,  which  I  am  convinced  would 
be  more  fcrved  by  every  practitioner’s  re¬ 
lating  his  faults,  than  by  all  the  fucccfsful 
cafes  that  arc  daily  puffed  off  to  the  world. 


In  the  beginning  of  October  I  was 
requefted  to  vifit  a  family  afflicted  with 
this  diforder,  who  lived  in  a  clofe,  damp 
fituation.  Befides  others,  who  had  it  in  a 
milder  manner,  the  eldeft  daughter  was  in 
the  laft  ftage  of  it,  and  died  the  next 
morning.  The  fecond  daughter,  a  child 
about  two  years  old,  had  taken  the  difeafe 
two  days  before,  but  did  not  appear  to 
me  in  a  very  alarming  way ;  her  throat 
it  is  true  was  ulcerated  confiderably,  and 
her  tonfils  much  fwellcd  ;  the  efflorefcencc 
was  at  the  height,  and  her  pulfe  was  full 
and  ftrong,  though  quick.  I  put  her  upon 
the  plan  already  laid  down,  and  have  the 
utmoft  reafon  to  think  every  direction  I 
gave  was  implicitly  obeyed.  On  the  fourth 
day  the  fcarlet  colour  of  the  fkin  began  to 
difappear,  and  on  the  fifth,  fixth,  and 
feventh,  feveral  of  the  ufual  fymptoms  of 
amendment  began  to  appear;  the  mouth 

6  looked 
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looked  lefs  foul,  but  the  fwelling  of  the 
ton  fils  did  not  fubfide  fufficiently,  and  the 
pulfe  did  not  come  down  near  its  natural 
ftandard,  which  1  attribute  in  part  to  my 
not  being  fufficiently  precife  in  ordering 
the  quantity  of  wine  to  be  diminifhed* 
About  the  eighth  day  fhe  feemed  to  have 
an  appetite,  although  ffie  could  not  fwallow 
any  thing  folid,  and  even  liquids  were  got 
down  with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  often  re¬ 
turning  both  by  the  mouth  and  nofe.  As  her 
throat  was  greatly  filled  with  phlegm,  which 
feemed  to  prevent  her  fwallowing,  I  or¬ 
dered  a  gentle  emetic  to  be  given,  which 
operated  moderately  :  this  was  the  fecond 
deviation  I  had  made  from  my  original 
plan,  and  of  which  I  repented  much  after¬ 
wards,  as  the  child  received  no  apparent 
benefit  from  it,  and  foon  afterwards  began 
to  appear  worfe.  About  the  tenth  day 
I  was  alarmed  by  feeing  that  fatuity  ap¬ 
pear  which  has  been  already  mentioned, 
and  which  I  had  always  found  fo  fatal 
a  fymptom  ;  at  the  fame  time,  the  throat 
fwelled  much  externally  around  the  fore¬ 
part  ;  the  pulfe,  which  had  continued  quick 

Ff  2  •  and 
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and  weak,  became  now  exceeding  full  and 
ftrong,  with  an  equal  degree  of  celerity  ; 
great  blotches  of  a  purple  colour,  ap¬ 
proaching  to  livid,  appeared  in  various 
parts  of  the  body,  and  univerfal  flight 
convulfions  took  place. 

As  foon  as  this  change  began  to  appear, 
blifters  were  tried ;  but  in  fpite  of  them, 
and  every  method  I  could  devife,  the  child 
grew  gradually  worfe  ;  the  pulfe  funk  to¬ 
tally,  whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  the  con¬ 
vulfions  grew  ftronger ;  the  deglutition 
never  became  more  free ;  ulcers  returned 
in  the  fauces ;  the  teeth  became  furred ; 
tongue  foul ;  breath  offenfive,  and  often 
laborious,  until,  at  laft,  on  the  eighteenth 
day,  its  fwallowing  and  breathing  both 
becoming  totally  obftrudled,  the  unhappy 
futferer  died  in  convulfions. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  towards  the 
clofe  of  this  diforder,  large  quantities  of  a 
matter  refembling  the  coagulable  lymph  of 
the  blood,  was  brought  up  both  from  the 
tracha  a  and  ajopkagus .  I  have  known  the 

the 
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fame  to  happen  in  feveral  other  bad  cafes ; 
and  in  one  that  was  opened  after  death 
the  afpera  arteria  was  found  lined  with 
this  matter,  like  what  is  laid  of  the  croup. 
From  this,  and  the  difappearance  of  the 
ulcers  in  the  fauces,  and  other  fymptoms 
already  mentioned,  in  many  fatal  cafes,  I 
am  led  to  fuppofe,  that  the  vifible  difeafe 
in  the  throat  was  by  much  the  lead;  part  of 
it,  and  that  in  bad  cafes  it  fpread  down  to 
the  lungs  and  ftomach,  and  even  perhaps 
through  the  alimentary  canal. 

From  this  cafe  I  was  more  firmly  per- 
fuaded  of  a  maxim  which  my  whole  former 
practice  had  ferved  to  inculcate,  that  it  is 
exceedingly  dangerous  in  an  epidemic  to 
deviate  in  any  meafure  from  a  practice 
which  has  been  found  fuccefsful.  A  phy- 
fician,  it  is  true,  fhouid  be  attentive  to 
every,  the  mod:  minute  circumflance ;  but 
this  attention  fhouid  be  of  the  fpeculative, 

not  of  the  aftive  kind,  until  fome  inftance 

/* 

of  bad  fuccefs  fhews  that  his  former  mode 
requires  a  change ;  in  which  cafe  the  at¬ 
tention  he  has  beftowed  will  furnifh  him 
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with  that  change  without  the  hazard  of 
repeated  trials. 

Having  written  this  diflfertation  in  the 

o 

few  hours  of  leifure  that  were  left  by 
an  extenfive  practice  on  the  difordcr  which 
is  the  fubjedt  of  it,  I  hope  I  may  be  ex- 
cufed  the  irregularities  that  are  apparent  in 
its  compoiition  ;  among  thefe  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing  mifcellaneous  remarks  that  would 
have  been  more  properly  inferted  in  other 
places. 

‘The  diforder  was  mofl  prevalent  among 
the  middle  ranks  of  life.  Few,  compara* 
tively  fpeaking,  of  the  poor  being  liable  to 
it,  and,  at  leail,  equally  few  of  the  great. 
It  likewife  hitherto  has  been  pretty  much 
confined  to  the  City,  fo  called,  and  Eaftern 
parts  of  the  metropolis  ;  Weftminfter,  and 
the  new  buildings  in  that  quarter,  feeling 
little  of  its  fury  ;  confined  narrow  courts 
were  more  liable  to  it  than  large  open 
ftreets,  as  were  alfo  low  damp  fituations. 

* 

Yaftly  more  of  the  female  fex  than  of 

the 
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the  male  were  feized  with  it,  and  it  feemed 
particularly  fatal  to  girls,  from  two  to 
eight  years  of  age.  I  faw  but  one  child 
at  the  bread:  who  had  it,  and  that  but 
lightly. 


This  diforder  feemed  to  agree  with 
the  mealies,  in  being  infectious  before  the 
ficknefs  fhewed  itfelf ;  fo  that  the  fending 
away  of  thofe  children  who  had  not  been 
feized  with  it,  as  foon  as  any  began  to  com¬ 
plain,  did  not  ferve  in  many  inftances  to 
prevent  their  having  it.  The  period  that 
intervened  between  the  time  of  infection 
and  the  appearance  of  the  difeafe  could  not 
be  determined.  I  have  feen  it  indifputably 
take  place  the  fourth  day,  but,  in  other 
inftances,  it  was  feveral  days  later.  The 
infection  feemed  to  remain  in  a  houfe  after 
all  the  family  were  recovered  for  fome,  but 
not  many,  weeks. 


The  difeafe  was  totally  at  a  ftand  during 
fome  days  fharp  froft  that  happened,  but 
recovered  new  vigour  foon  after  that  was 
oyer.  I  never  faw  any  danger  attend  it. 


F  f  4 


except 


44° 


MEMOIRS  of  the 

except  where  there  were  ulcers  of  the 
throat.  A  purging  was  always  dangerous, 
and  a  fwclling  about  the  larynx  after  the 
turn,  was  particularly  fo.  I  faw  but  four 
cafes  of  anafarca  fucceed  it,  and  thefe  were 
all  in  poor  perfons,  and  unattended  with 
danger. 

The  beft  preventative  of  the  difeafe  I 
found  to  be  rhubarb,  taken  in  the  quantity 
of  a  few  grains  every  morning,  fo  as  to 
procure  one  laxative  motion  in  the  day. 
I  did  not  fee  one  who  ufed  this,  confined 
afterwards  to  bed,  though  feveral  perfons 
obvioufly  began  it  after  they  were  infefted, 
but  before  the  time  of  their  fickening. 
Peruvian  bark  I  found  ufeful  in  the  latter 
ftages  of  the  difeafe,  but  cannot  fay  I  had 
the  fmalleft  reafon  for  fuppofing  it  fo  in 
the  beginning,  although  1  have  often  pre- 
feribed  it,  and  feen  it  tried  by  the  recom- 
jnendation  of  others. 

I  have  avoided  laying  down  general  rules 
in  what  I  have  written ;  perhaps  all  epide¬ 
mics  fhould  ftand,  in  fome  mealure,  on 

their 
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their  own  ground,  at  leaft  until  we  are 
convinced  that  we  are  acquainted  with 
the  whole  circle,  and  I  am  fure  this  dif¬ 
fered  in  many  refpedts  from  any  of  which 
we  have  a  diftindt  account.  1  have  no 
where  endeavoured  to  magnify,  diminifh, 
or  fupprels,  any  one  circumftance  for  the 
fake  of  making  it  agree  with  preconceived 
opinion  ;  my  defeription,  therefore,  will  not 
appear  fo  exadt,  regular,  and  uniform,  as 
it  might  have  been  made :  moft  probably 
Nature  is  uniform  in  all  her  movements  * 
but  it  will,  I  fear,  be  many  thoufand  years 
before  we  fhall  be  fufficiently  mafeer  of  her 
operations  to  point  out  that  uniformity. 
My  aim  has  been,  therefore,  to  relate  fadts, 
and  to  render  fuch  moft  confpicuous  as 
feemed  of  the  moft  importance  in  the  whole 
appearance  of  the  complaint* 

On  firft  turning  my  thoughts  to  write  on 
this  fubjedt,  I  believed  it  v/ould  be  ufeful 
to  make  myfelf  mafter  of  whatever  had 
been  written  hiftorically  upon  a  diforder 
which  is  generally  fuppofed  not  to  have 
cxifted  above  two  hundred  years,  as,  I 

think. 
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think,  a  proper  deference  to  the  public 
fhould  make  every  man  endeavour  to  be 
well  inftruded  himfelf  before  he  attempts 
to  inftrud  others  :  a  man  without  reading, 
who  prefumes  to  write,  is  like  the  blind 
leading  the  blind.  In  this  refearch  I  foon 
found  it  neceffary  to  enlarge  my  view  to  all 
the  epidemic  diforders  which  have  prevailed 
during  that  period,  that  among  fo  many 
imperfed  deferiptions  I  might  colled  what¬ 
ever  could  poffibly  have  any  relation  to  the 
fubjed  before  me.  Having  thus  finished  a 
fketch  of  thefe  for  my  own  information,  to¬ 
gether  with  an  account  of  the  weather  for 
that  period,  feveral  important  conclulions 
feemed  deducible  from  it ;  but  as  thefe  arc 
different  from  many  commonly  received 
opinions,  and  as  I  think  the  number  and 
accuracy  of  the  authorities  1  could  exa¬ 
mine,  and  indeed  the  length  of  the  period 
that  can  at  prefent  poffibly  be  examined  in 
this  view,  not  fufficient  to  eftabliffi  fvfte- 
matic  dedudions,  I  ffiall  only  throw  out 
what  has  occurred  to  me  as  furmifes ;  which 
indeed  have  arifen  entirely  from  what  I 
read,  as  formerly  I  was  of  a  different  opi- 
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nion,  and  fo  alfo  are  mod  of  the  writers  I 

1 

have  perufed ;  but  in  reading  an  author 
critically,  and  attending  to.  thofe  fads 
which  often  force  their  way  into  his  work, 
in  fpite,  I  may  fay,  of  his  theory,  very  dif¬ 
ferent  conclufions  from  thofe  he  draws  may 
be  deducible. 

There  are  fome  grand  clafles  of  epidemics 
which  prevail  every  year,  and  which  are 
produced  by  the  various  changes  of  the 
feafons.  Thus,  fpring  is  accompanied  by 
inflammatory  difeafes ;  fummer  by  com¬ 
plaints  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels ;  autumn 
by  catarrhs ;  and  winter  by  intermittents : 
thefe  being  obvioufly  produced  by  the  date 
cf  weather  attendant  upon  them,  other 
epidemics  are  fuppofed  analagous  to  them, 
and  obedient  to  the  fame  rules,  which  on 
examination  not  being  the  cafe,  all  further 
fcrutiny  is  laid  aflde,  perhaps  too  haftily. 

There  is  another  reafon  why  little  has  been 

* 

attempted  hitherto  in  this  invedigation, 
which  is,  that  we  only  of  late  poflefs  tole¬ 
rably  accurate  regifters  of  the  weather  for 
any  one  place,  and  have  as  yet  fcarcely 

any 
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any  of  the  difeafes  that  can  be  depended 
upon.  There  is  likewife  a  very  great  dif- 
agreement  between  the  opinions  of  authors 
and  the  vulgar  as  to  the  hurtful  nets  of  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  weather,  the  former  always 
aflerting  that  dry  feafons  are  moft  noxious, 
whilft  the  latter  as  conftantly  blame  the 
wet.  Now  although  in  many  points  little 
weight  is  to  be  given  to  the  fentiments  of 
die  latter,  yet  in  matters  within  their  reach 
the  cafe  is  othcrwife,  and  in  the  prefent 
difference  neither  are  totally  right  nor 
wrong  ;  the  truth  feems  to  me  as  follows  : 

The  moft  natural  and  healthful  feafons 
in  this  country  are  a  moderately  frofty 
winter,  fhowery  fpring,  dryifh  fummer,  and 
rainy  autumn  ;  and  whilft  fuch  prevail,  the 
wet  part  of  them  is  infefted  by  vaftly  the 
greateft  proportion  of  complaints,  but 
thofe  not  of  the  moft  mortal  kind.  A  long 
fucceflion  of  wet  feafons  is  accompanied 
by  a  prodigious  number  of  difeafes  ;  but 
thefe  being  mild  and  tedious,  the  number  of 
deaths  are  not  in  proportion  to  the  co-exift- 
ent  ailments  :  on  the  other  hand,  a  dry 

feafon 
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feafon  in  the  beginning  is  attended  with 
extremely  few  complaints,  the  body  and 
mind  both  feeming  invigorated  by  it;  if, 
however,  this  kind  of  weather  laft  very 
long,  toward  the  clofe  of  it  a  number  of 
dangerous  complaints  fpring  up,  which 
as  they  are  very  fhort  in  their  duration 
the  mortality  is  much  greater  than  one 
would  readily  fuppofe  from  the  few  perfons 
that  are  ill  at  any  one  time ;  and  as  foon  as 
a  wet  feafon  fucceeds  a  long  dry  one,  a 
prodigious  ftcknefs  and  mortality  come  on 
univerfally.  So  long  as  this  wet  weather 
continues,  the  ficknefs  fcarcely  abates,  but 
the  mortality  diminifhes  rapidly ;  fo  that  in 
the  laft  of  a  number  of  rainy  years,  the 
number  of  deaths  is  at  the  minimum. 

The  change  of  a  long  dry  feafon,  whe¬ 
ther  hot  or  cold,  to  a  rainy  one,  appears 
from  all  I  can  colled  on  the  fubjed,  to  bring 
about  the  temperature  of  air  favourable  to 
the  produdion  of  great  epidemics ;  fome 
however  feem  more  fpeedily  to  fucceed  the 
predifpofing  ftate  of  the  air,  others  lefs  fo ; 
or  it  may  be  that  the  ftate  of  air  favourable 

to 
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to  them  exifts  at  the  very  beginning  of  the 
change,  whilft  the  ftate  favourable  to  others 
progrcllively  fucceeds  :  of  this  laft,  how¬ 
ever,  I  am  very  uncertain,  as  it  will  be 
obvious  on  examining  the  order  in  which 
I  fhall  immediately  arrange  them,  that  the 
hrft  are  of  fo  overbearing  a  nature  that 
they  will  force  every  other  difeafe  to  hide 
its  diminished  head  in  their  prefence.  It 
is  alfo  to  be  remarked,  that  two  infectious 
difeafes  are  almoft  never  prevalent  together : 
therefore,  although  the  fame  diftempera- 
ture  of  air  feems  favourable  to  mod  epi¬ 
demic  diforders,  yet  fome  muft  appear 
fooner,  others  later. 

The  order  in  which  thefe  diforders  have 
a  tendency  to  fucceed  each  other,  feems 
to  be  plague,  petechial  fever,  putrid  fore 
throat,  with,  or  without  fcarlatina\  dyfen- 
tery,  fmall-pox,  ineafles,  fimple  fcarlatina , 
hooping-cough,  and  catarrh :  I  do  not 
mean  by  this  that  they  always  fucceed  each 
other  as  above;  for  often  the  individual 
infection  is  wanting,  when  another  takes  its 
place,  until  perhaps  that  infection  is  im- 
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porjgd  from  a  place  which  has  been  fo 
unfortunate  as  to  have  a  coincidence  of 
the  two  caufes,  without  which  it  appears 
that  no  epidemic  can  take  place,  that  is  a 
favourable  difpolition  of  the  air  and  that 
particular  infection.  Whenever  it  hap¬ 
pens  that  one  infectious  diforder  takes  the 
place  that  fhould  have  been  more  properly 
occupied  by  another,  it  becomes  much 
more  virulent  than  it  is  naturally,  whilft 
the  former,  if  it  afterwards  fucceeds,  be¬ 
comes  milder  in  proportion  :  this  perhaps 
is  the  realon  why  the  fame  diforders,  nay, 
the  fame  appearances  in  a  diforder,  are 
attended  with  much  more  fatality  in  one 
year  than  in  another. 

I  fhall  proceed  to  give  as  concife  an 
abridgment  as  poffible  of  the  materials 
from  whence  I  drew  thefe  reflections,  hoping 
that  tire  deficiencies  of  the  fketch  will  be 
excufed  on  account  of  the  great  difficulty 
of  completing  it.  We  have  no  compilation 
on  this  fubjeCt  which  can  be  at  all  de¬ 
pended  on ;  Dr.  Short’s,  although  the  moft 
copious,  abounding  with  the  mod  unparal¬ 
leled 
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Icled-  abfurdities  and  miftakes ;  the  mate¬ 
rials  therefore  for  this  account  was  to  be 
culled  from  a  vaft  variety  of  authors ;  and 
my  own  collection,  though  confifting  of 
above  four  thoufand  volumes  on  medicine, 
is  totally  inadequate  to  fo  vaft  an  under¬ 
taking. 

Firft  Epidemic  Confutation,  1 590,  1591, 
1592,  all  exceedingly  dry  years,  as  was 
part  of  1593  ;  afterwards  very  rainy  wea¬ 
ther  until  the  end  of  1597.  In  1593 
the  plague  killed  eleven  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  three  in  London  ;  the  fame 
year  it  was  prevalent  in  Alcmar.  A  ca¬ 
tarrh  prevailed  in  1 597.  The  rainy  weather 
began  in  Florence  in  1592,  during  which 
a  peftilential  fever  raged  there,  attended 
with  a  whitiih  tongue,  and  an  inflamma¬ 
tion,  with  ulcers  about  the  throat  and 
mouth. 

Second  Confiitution,  1  ^98.  An  excef- 
five  heat  and  drought,  which  continued 
next  year  ;  1600,  a  fevere  winter;  1601, 
a  drought  of  five  months  continuance ; 

2  1602, 
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1 60 2,  a  cold  fpring  and  fummer,  cold  dry 
harveft  and  winter ;  the  reft  of  this  Consti¬ 
tution  very  rainy,  until  the  end  of  1608, 
except  feven  weeks  froft  in  1607.  In  1603 
the  plague  was  imported  from  Oftend, 
\vhere,  and  in  the  Low  Countries,  it  raged 
much,  and  killed  thirty-fix  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  fixty-nine  in  London. 

Third  Conftitution.  1609,  three  months 
moft  rigorous  froft,  wherein  the  Thames 
became  like  a  folid  highway;  1610,  an 
excefiive  hot  dry  fummer,  as  were  thofe 
of  1611  and  1612;  1616,  1617,  and 

1619.  The  winters  of  1614  and  1615 
great  froft  and  fnow ;  the  reft  of  this  Con* 
ftitution  wet  until  the  end  of  1624.  In 
1609  the  plague  broke  out  in  Alcmar,  as 
alfo  in  Denmark.  In  1610  the' Hungarian 
fever  commenced  in  many  places,  and  made 
great  havock  for  feveral  years,  fo  as  often 
to  be  denominated  a  plague.  About  the 
fame  time  the  malignant  fore  throat  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  commenced  in  Spain,  where 
it  killed  incredible  numbers.  In  1611  the 
plague  is  faid  to  have  deftroyed  two  hun- 

vol.  i.  G  g  dred 
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dred  thoufand  at  Conftantinople.  In  1614 
the  moft  fatal  fmall-pox  fpread  all  over 
Europe.  In  1618  the  fore  throat  broke 
out  at  Naples,  where  it  continued  its  ra¬ 
vages  for  twenty  years ;  it  was  preceded  by 
a  fimilar  diforder  among  cattle.  In  1618 
the  plague  in  Bergen.  In  1619  it  broke 
out  in  Denmark  and  in  Grand  Cairo. 


Fourth  Conftitution.  1625,  a  hard  frofty 
winter,  fummer  wet  and  hot;  1626  and 
1627  exceflively  hot  fummers ;  1630  and 
1631  a  great  drought;  the  other  years 
wet  until  1634.  In  1625  the  plague  killed 
thirty-five  thoufand  four  hundred  and  feven- 
teen  in  London  ;  it  raged  in  Denmark  both 
in  1625  and  1629  ;  as  alfo  in  1625  *n  Ley- 
den.  In  1632  inflammations  of  the  jaws 
prevailed,  with  an  eryfipelas  in  one  or  more 
places  of  the  body. 

Fifth  Conftitution.  1634,  exceffively 
frofty  winter;  1635,  1636,  1637,  and 
1^38,  very  hot  and  dry  fummers ;  then 
very  rainy  years  until  1643.  In  1635  the 
plague  in  Leyden,  and  the  camp  fever 

lpread 
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fpread  all  over  Germany.  In  1636  the 
plague  was  in  London,  whereof  died  thir¬ 
teen  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eighty 
1637  the  plague  in  Denmark. 

Sixth  Conftitution.  1643  and  1645, 
extremely  hot  fummers,  then  inconftant 
rainy  feafons  until  1650.  In  1643  a  fatal 
malignant  fever  was  fpread  by  the  armies 
all  over  England  ;  1644,  a  malignant  epide¬ 
mic  fever  in  Denmark  ;  a  fimilar  fever  in 
England,  in  which  there  was  a  roughnefs 
and  fliminefs  of  the  throat  and  jaws,  with 
pain,  but  fcarcely  any  fwelling  or  inflam¬ 
mation,  it  feemed  only  a  mere  defluxion, 
by  which  the  fick  feemed  choked,  and  for 
which  aftringent  gargles  were  ufeful.  In 
1650  a  general  catarrh,  j 

Seventh  Conftitution.  1651  to  1659, 
all  very  hot  fummers  and  moftly  very  dry 
years  ;  thence  to  1665  very  wet.  The  win¬ 
ters  of  1651  and  1658  remarkably  cold. 
In  1651,  in  the  country  about  Rome,  a 
contagious  epidemic  quinfey  prevailed,  and 
made  terrible  daughter  among  children. 

G  g  2  A  fmall 
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A  fmall  ulcer  arofe  in  the  mouth,  for 
which  juice  of  wood-forrel,  fyrup  of  pome¬ 
granates  with  the  bark,  and,  chiefly,  fpirit 
of  vitriol  were  ufeful.  All  that  took  thefe 
medicines  recovered,  but  thofe  who  were 
not  traftable,  and  refufed  medicines,  died ; 
it  did  not  feize  adults,  nor  the  aged.  *  In 
1 6  <4  the  plague  was  in  Denmark ;  and  in 
16^5,  and  the  two  following  years,  it  pre¬ 
vailed  exceedingly  in  the  South  of  Europe  ; 
the  agues  likewife  of  thefe  hot  years  were 
malignant,  and  fpotted  fevers  were  very 
common.  In  1664,  after  a  mild  rainy 
winter,  a  malignant  purple  fever  raged  in 
Pruffia,  and  killed  great  numbers  under 
twelve  years  of  age,  thofe  only  efcaping 
who  had  no  inflammation,  or  crdematous 
tumour  in  their  throats.  Such  as  recovered, 
after  fweating,  had  feales  peeling  off  their 
fkin ;  then  adults  had  a  fwelling  over  their 
body  and  of  their  belly,  which  conti¬ 
nued  feveral  weeks  like  leucophlegmatia, 
and  then  went  off  by  fweat  and  urine. 
This  epidemic  feems  a  confiderable  devi¬ 
ation  from  their  general  progrefs  laid 
down  in  the  fcheme  of  them  already  men¬ 
tioned, 
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tioned,  and  is  therefore  particularly  noticed 
here. 

Eighth  Conftituticn.  1665,  an  excef- 
lively  fevere  froft,  which  continued  to  the 
end  of  March,  fummer  temperate;  1666, 
a  very  hot  dry  year,  followed  by  two  as 
wet  and  cold.  In  1665,  immediately  after 
the  froft,  began  the  plague  in  London, 
which  killed  according  to  the  leaft  compu^ 
tation,  fixty- eight  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  ninety-fix ;  fince  that  time  the  plague 
has  vanished  from  this  city,  and  all  other 
epidemics  feem  to  have  become  lefs  malign 
nant,  owing  to  many  caufes ;  among  which 
may,  perhaps,  be  a  greater  ufe  of  frefh 
vegetable  food,  a  lefs  ufe  of  fifh,  an  uni- 
verfal  ufe  of  tea,  fuperior  cleanlinefs  in 
our  perfons,  a  greater  attention  to  our  poor 
in  times  of  fcarcity,  which  are  now  fcarcely 
felt  in  any  extreme  degree,  and,  laftly, 
the  tremendous  fire  in  1666,  fince  which 
the  ftreets  have  been  very  much  widened, 
and  the  houfes  fo  enlarged,  that  the  fame 
number  of  inhabitants  now  occupy  above 
double  the  fpace.  In  1667  an  epidemic 

G  g  3  fever 
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fever  with  a  thrufli  prevailed  in  Holland, 
in  which  acids  were  ufeful,  but  neither 
bleeding  nor  purging. 

Ninth  Conflitution.  1669,  the  fummcr 
intolerably  hot,  after  which  the  winter  was 
as  feverely  cold  and  fro  fly ;  1670,  fevere 
frofty  winter;  the  reft  of  this  Conflitution 
bad  and  wet.  In  1669  a  mod:  fatal  fever 
prevailed,  with  llirny  tongue,  fore  mouth, 
&c.  in  which  bleeding  was  hurtful,  but 
acid  and  laxatives  moft  beneficial.  Syden¬ 
ham  does  not  mention  this  fever,  nor  its 
return  in  1678,  although,  next  the  plague* 
they  were  they  greateft  epidemics  in  his 
time;  which,  together  with  his  little  know¬ 
ledge  of  putrid  fevers,  can  only  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  his  practice  lying  about  the  court: 
whilft  Morton,  who  pradtifed  in  the  city, 
gives  abundant  proofs  that  putrid  com¬ 
plaints  were  as  prevalent  then  as  at  this 
time.  The  fame  year  in  Norway  malig¬ 
nant  meafles  are  faid  to  have  prevailed 
with  a  thrufh,  which,  if  mifmanagcd  or 
neglcdted,  ended  in  a  fatal  mortification. 
In  1675  a  coryza  or  cough  prevalent. 

Tenth 
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Tenth  Conditution.  1678,  fummer  and 
harved  droughty,  hot,  and  clear;  1679, 
winter  long,  fevere  frod,  and  intenfely 
cold  ;  1680  and  1681,  dimmers  extremely 
dry  and  hot ;  the  next  two  years  rainy. 
In  1678  the  fame  fever  and  fore  throat 
prevailed  as  in  1669.  In  1679,  after  a 
mod  deluging  Odtober,  a  catarrh  was  uni- 
verfal.  In  1682,  fphacelated  tongues  and 
Angina  Maligna  prevailed  among  cattle  ; 
in  the  fame  year  in  Dublin  a  fatal  petechial 
fever. 

Eleventh  Conditution.  1684,  the  feve¬ 
red  frod  remembered  at  that  time,  fucceed- 
ed  by  a  very  dry  and  hot  fummer,  to  which 
1686  bore  a  near  refemblance ;  the  other 
years  were  rainy  to  1691.  In  1684  fpotted 
fevers,  particularly  of  the  miliary  kind, 
were  common.  This  and  the  following  year 
of  1685  are  remarkable  for  the  greated 
number  of  burials;  from  1665  to  1714, 
although  1684  does  not  contain  St.  James’s, 
Wedminder,  and  neither  1684  nor  1685 
contain  St.  Ann’s,  Wedminder,  nor  St. 
John’s,  Wapping,  parishes  which  are  in- 

G  g  4  ferted 
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ferted  in  every  future  bill  of  mortality,  and 
which  then  buried  above  fixteen  hundred 
annually  at  a  medium.  In  1688  an  epide¬ 
mic  catarrh  prevailed  all  over  Europe. 

•  *  J  i  *  (  **  »  »  V  4/*  4 

Twelfth  Conditution.  1691,  a  frody 
winter  and  exceffively  hot  and  dry  fummer. 
The  fame  in  1694,  the  other  years  rainy 
and  variable.  In  1691  a  fatal  fpotted  fever 
prevailed;  in  1693  an  univerfal  catarrh  $ 
and  in  1695  the  hooping  cough. 

Thirteenth  Conditution.  1698,  exceed¬ 
ing  hard  frod  in  the  winter ;  the  red  of 
this  Conditution  rather  rainy.  In  O&ober 
1698,  began  a  fatal  contagious  fpotted 
fever,  which  fpread  all  over  England. 
Coughs  attended  mod  difeafes  in  1703. 

Fourteenth  Conditution.  1704,  fo  ex- 
ceffively  dry  a  year  that  all  grafs  was  burnt 
up  ;  this  continued  until  Augud  15,  1705  ; 
the  red  of  this  Conditution  cold  and  wet. 
In  1704  malignant  fpotted  fevers  were 
pomrr.on.  In  1708  coughs  and  coryza’s 
prevailed  every  where,  fo  that  few  efcaped. 

Fifteenth 
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Fifteenth  Conftitution.  2709,  an  ex¬ 
ceedingly  great  fro  ft  all  over  Europe,  and 
even  in  Portugal ;  1712,  a  very  frofty  win- 
ter ;  the  reft  of  this  Conftitution  variable. 
In  1709  the  plague  broke  out  in  Dantzick 
immediately  after  the  thaw,  and  killed 
twenty-four  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
fifty-three.  In  1710  the  plague  in  Copen¬ 
hagen  killed  twenty-five  thoufand.  In 
1712  fore  throat  univerfal  in  July  and 
Auguft,  with  dizzinefs  and  pains  of  the 

T 

limbs,  in  London. 

Sixteenth  Conftitution.  1714  and  the 
fix  fucceeding  years  were  all  dry  with  hot 
fummers.  The  winter  of  1716  fo  feverc 

a  froft  that  the  Thames  wras  covered  with 

*  w  ^ 

booths ;  that  of  1718  likewife  very  frofty; 
the  reft  to  1731  cold,  wet,  and  variable, 
except  1723,  which  was  cold  and  dry; 
and  1729,  which  was  a  cold,  dry  winter, 
followed  by  a  hot,  dry  fummer.  In  1720 
the  plague  killed  fixty  thoufand  in  Mar- 
feilles.  In  1729  an  univerfal  epidemic  ca¬ 
tarrh  in  November. 

Seventeenth  Conftitution.  1731  was 

a  very 
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a  very  dry  year  which  continued  until  har- 
ved  1732  ;  fummer  of  1733  rather  dry  and 
pleafant,  as  was  moft  of  1738  ;  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  this  Conditution  extremely 
wet.  In  the  beginning  of  1733  was  an 
epidemic  catarrh  j  1737*  1738,  and  1 739> 
were  all  much  infeded  with  catarrhal  fevers, 
efpecially  among  children. 

Eighteenth  Conditution.  1740  was 
the  fevered  frody  winter  and  fpring  that 
had  happened  for  three  hundred  years ; 
1741,  extremely  dry,  hot  fummer ;  1742, 
a  variable,  but  dry  year  the  red  of  this 
Conditution  wet  or  variable.  In  1740  a 
malignant  petechial  fever  made  great  ha- 
vock  in  Bridol,  and  in  Galway  in  Ireland. 
In  1741  it  reached  London,  where  this, 
and  the  lad  year  were  the  mod  mortal 
ever  known,  except  when  the  plague 
reigned,  the  burials  amounting  to  lixty-two 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eighty.  In  1742 
the  putrid  fore  throat  broke  out.  In  March 
1744  an  epidemic  catarrh  was  univerfal, 
and  was  more  fatal  than  ufual. 

Nineteenth  Conditution.  174 7  was 


9 


an 


Medical  Society  of  London.  459 

an  exceflively  hot,  dry  fummer;  1750,  a 
dry  year  throughout,  and  intenfely  hot 
fummer ;  the  reft  of  this  Conftitution 
moderate,  variable,  or  wet.  In  1747  and 
the  fucceeding  years  the  fore  throat  feemed 
to  acquire  new  vigour,  alarming  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  thefe  kingdoms  very  much.  In 
November  1758  was  an  univerfal  epidemic 
catarrh. 

Twentieth  Conftitution.  1760  was 
droughty  from  June  26  to  September  16; 
the  end  of  that  and  the  following  year 
feverely  wet,  as  was  the  end  of  1763  and 
beginning  of  1764 ;  the  reft  of  this  Confti¬ 
tution  moderate.  In  April  and  May  1762, 
a  moft  epidemic  catarrh. 

Twenty-firft  Conftitution.  1765  a  very 
dry  year,  and  rather  hot  fummer,  as  was  the 
next  year,  though  not  quite  fo  much  fo; 
the  remainder  of  this  Conftitution  mode-^ 
rate  years,  rather  inclining  to  wet.  During 
this  Conftitution  I  do  not  find  any  very  re-r 
markable  epidemic  until  the  univerfal  ca¬ 
tarrh  in  November  1775,  unlefs  we  reckon 

the 
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the  fmall-pox  fo  of  the  year  1772,  which, 
fucceeding  a  hard  winter,  killed  more  than 
they  had  ever  done  in  one  year  in  London. 

Twcnty-fecond  Conftitution.  The  year 
1776  was  dry,  and  1778  ftill  more  fo.  The 
winter  of  1780  was  the  mod  frofty  fince 
1740  ;  yet  thefe  deviations  from  what  might 
be  accounted  moderate  weather  were  fo 
fmall  as  fcarcely  to  deferve  notice.  In  May 
1782  was  a  very  general  epidemic  catarrh. 

Immediately  after  the  laft  mentioned  year 
began  the  Conftitution  which  has  produced 
the  prefent  epidemic. 

•  ,  i .  1  j  (  * 

»  Thus  have  I  given  a  curfory  view  of 
the  weather,  and  fome  of  the  epidemics 
of  the  laft  two  hundred  years,  and  have 
purpofely  dwelt  moft  on  .the  extremes ; 
that  is,  thofe  of  the  greateft  and  of  the 
leaft  malignity,  that  by  omitting  the  middle 
ones  the  difference  might  be  moft  ftriking. 
•Any  perfon  that  choofes  may  divide  the 
years  differently,  and  indeed  at  firft  I  had 
done  fo  myfelf ;  yet  it  will  ftill  be  found,  I 

think, 
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think,  that  the  fame  deductions  as  thofe  I 
fir  ft  laid  down  will  hold  good :  fhould  this 
trifling  fketch  befides  excite  any  one  who 
has  more  leifure  and  opportunities  to  beftow 
adequate  pains  upon  the  fubjeCt,  I  fhall  gain 
my  end ;  and  if  he  Amply  follows  whither- 
foever  truth  leads,  I  doubt  not  that  much 
public  utility  will  be  the  confequence.  By 
inveftigating  minutely  every  circumftance 
that  tends  to  produce  or  impede  thefe  in¬ 
fectious  complaints,  may  we  not  hope  in 
time  to  be  able  to  obviate  much  of  their 
malignity,  and  perhaps  at  laft  entity  to 
flop  their  courfe.  The  plague  is  now 
fcarcely  known  in  the  weft  of  Europe,  and 
the  numbers  that  fall  facriflces  to  the  fmall- 
pox  are  the  victims  of  obftinacy  and  bigot¬ 
ry.  Having  conquered  thefe  gigantic  epi¬ 
demics,  fhall  phyfleians  dread  being  able 
to  prevent  pigmy  fcarlatinas  or  catarrhs. 
Experiment  has  carried  natural  knowledge 
far  beyond  the  apparent  powers  of  man, 
and  juft  obfervation,  unfophifticated  by 
theory,  will  carry  medicine  to  a  degree  of 
perfection  of  which  our  prefent  feeble  con¬ 
jectural  art  feems  utterly  incapable. 

*  ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XXXIII. 

Hi/lory  of  a  Gangrene  of  the  Scrotum:  By 
Leverett  Hubbard,  M.D.  of  New- 
haven  in  Connecticut  :  In  a  Letter 
addrejj'ed  to  the  Medical  Society  of 
London. 

Read  October  2,  1786. 

THE  reputation  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  London  induces  me  to  communi¬ 
cate  the  following  extraordinary  Cafe  for 
infertion  in  their  Memoirs. 

Mr.  S -  H - ,  of  this  city,  aged 

forty  years,  a  temperate  man,  and  of  a 
good  conftitution,  by  profeilion  a  Shoe- 
Maker  and  Tanner,  was  feized  with  an 
intenfe  pain  in  the  glands  of  the  left 
groin,  on  September  the  19th,  1784. 

September  20th.  I  was  fent  for,  and  the 
meffenger  told  me  that  the  pain  was  into¬ 
lerable  j 
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lerable ;  but  I  was  engaged  another  way, 
and  concluding  that  the  diforder  would  fub- 
iide  with  an  anodyne,  I  fent  him  one. 

\ 

September  2 1  ft.  I  vifited  the  patient, 
and  found  him  in  an  high  fever ;  the 
ferotnm  and  penis  greatly  tumifted,  and  of 
a  livid  colour ;  I  immediately  opened  a 
vein,  and  took  away  feventeen  ounces  of 
blood,  which  was  as  buffy  as  is  ufual  in  a 
violent  pleurify,  with  very  little  ferum ;  I 
ordered  a  fomentation  of  bitter  herbs 
boiled  in  water,  to  which  was  added  rum. 
After  ufing  the  fomentation,  I  applied  a 
cataplafm  of  white-bread,  milk,  and  white- 
rofe  leaves,  and  I  ordered  him  to  take  a 
few  dofes  of  camphorated  nitre. 

A. 

September  22d.  I  found  him  ftill  under 
an  high  fever,  and  took  twelve  ounces 
more  of  blood,  which  was  lefs  buffy  than 
on  the  day  before  the  parts  affedted  now 
appeared  in  a  ftate  of  mortification,  black, 
and  infenfible  to  the  touch ;  I  fcarified  the 
penis  and  the  ferotum  in  feveral  places, 
without  giving  pain  to  the  patient,  and 

then 


464  MEMOIRS  of  the 

then  applied  ftrong  fpirits  and  the  cata- 
plafins  as  before ;  gave  him  a  table  fpoon- 
ful  of  the  Cortex  Peruv.  and  ordered  him 
to  take  a  like  dofe  every  two  hours,  to 
be  wafhcd  down  with  a  ftrong  decodtion 
of  the  fame,  with  the  addition  of  rcd-rofe 
leaves. 

September  23d.  The  tumor  and  in¬ 
flammation  were  fomewhat  abated ;  he 
complained  of  pain  in  two  of  his  fingers 
of  the  right  hand,  on  which  I  obfervcd 
tumors  much  inflamed,  of  a  ripe  cherry 
colour. 

September  24-th.  The  carpus  of  the 
fame  hand  tumified  and  inflamed,  and  of  a 
livid  hue  :  I  continued  the  fame  preferip- 
tions,  with  the  addition  of  an  emollient 
clyfter. 

September  25th.  I  found  his  pulfe  low, 
with  great  faintnefs  and  dejedlion  of  mind, 
apprehending  that  death  would  foon  clofe 
the  feene.  I  ordered  him  fome  wine,  which 
raifed  his  fpirits  and  abated  his  gloomy 

apprehen  lions. 
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apprehensions ;  and  continued  the  dwellings 
as  ufual.  I  opened  a  tumor  on  his  wriSt, 
which  difcharged  purulent  matter. 

September  26th.  I  requested  the  aifiSt- 
ance  oS  my  friend  Dr.  NeSbitt.  We  found 
the  patient  under  an  high  fever,  and  bled 
him  the  third  time,  though  we  confidered 

7  o 

the  cafe  almoft  defperate ;  we  continued 
the  bark,  with  the  elixir  of  vitriol,  which 
was  given  with  the  utmofc  freedom,  without 
any  regard  to  the  fever,  as  we  judged 
it  effential  to  the  patient’s  recovery.  In 
three  days  there  came  on  a  digeflion  and 
Separation  of  the  mortified  parts,  which 
by  degrees  were  removed  by  the  knife ;  we 
drefied  the  ulcer  with  dry  lint,  Sometimes 
making  ufe  of  Spirits  and  the  common 
digeStive,  till  the  whole  of  the  fcroium 
was  taken  off,  leaving  the  tcSticles  un¬ 
covered  with  the  parajiatce ;  after  the  fcro- 
turn  was  Houghed  off,  the  State  of  the  juices 
were  fo  acrid  as  to  deftroy  two  other  coats, 
the  cremafter  and  the  tunica  vaginalis , 
which  digefted,  and  alfo  floughed  off, 
leaving  the  tunica  albuginea  in  a  found 

vol.  1.  Hh  States 
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ftate;  he  had  violent  pain  in  the  tefticles, 
and  there  was  rcafon  to  fulpeCt  fitppu ration  ; 
when  prefled  with  the  finger  the  parts 
were  very  elaftic,  which  induced  us  to 
think  that  there  was  matter  contained 
within:  accordingly,  we  made  a  lmall  punc¬ 
ture  through  the  tunica  albuginea ,  but  the 
difcharge  was  only  a  bloody  ferum  ;  we. 
continued  the  fame  treatment;  the  tefticles 
fuffered  the  fame  very  painful  fenfation  for 
feveral  days,  and  wre  concluded  that  mat¬ 
ter  was  formed  in  them,  and  opened  one- 
of  them  to  its  centre  to  afce'rtain  it,  but 
found  only  a  difcharge  of  bloody  ferum ; 
the  wounded  tcfticle  was  d refled  with  a 
digeftive,  and  healed  in  a  few  days,  at 
which  time  the  furface  of  the  tefticles  next 
the  perineum  began  ta  granubte  and  to 
heal  very  faft,  and  caufed  an  adhcfion,  or 
union  of  the  tefticles,  from  each  extremity, 
which  now  refembled  a  twin  peach  or 
apple ;  the  ipermatic  chords  fuffered  a 
great  contraction,  and  the  tefticles  adhered 
clofcly  to  the  perhu?umy  and  cicatrized 
favourably. 


The 
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The  preputium  was  entirely  taken  off 
the  penis,  the  mufcles  were  difeafed,  and 
partly  deftroyed,  the  urethra  was  left 
without  a  covering,  but  the  bulb  or  glans 
was  not  affedted ;  a  covering  however  gra¬ 
dually  formed  over  the  body  of  the  penisy 
but  lefs  fmooth  than  before.  Soon  after 
the  difcharge  from  the  mortified  parts  abat¬ 
ed,  he  complained  of  pain  in  the  left  fide 
of  the  abdomeny  which  extended  up  as  far 
as  the  fhort  ribs,  it  was  here  tumified  and 
inflamed ;  whereupon  we  ordered  that  part 
to  be  fomented  four  or  five  times  a-day 
with  warm  fpirits,  and  the  inflammation 
and  fwelling  foon  difappeared :  two  or 
three  days  afterwards  a  pain  came  on 
in  the  right  fide,  extending  as  it  had  done 
on  the  left ;  we  applied  the  fpirits  as  before, 
but  without  effedt ;  we  then  ordered  the 
application  of  a  cataplafm,  which  foon 
brought  on  a  fuppuration ;  we  perforated 
the  ulcer,  and  it  difcharged  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  pusy  which  continued  more  or  lefs 
for  ten  days  ;  the  patient  remaining  very 
feeble  and  greatly  emaciated  with  fever, 
wre  ordered  a  decodtion  of  barley  with 

H  h  2  figs. 
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figs,  fago,  falop,  and  panada  (gruel  had 
been  his  ufual  diet  with  a  little  wine)  and 
he  continued  recovering  for  the  fpace  of 
ten  days,  when  he  was  fuddenly  feized 
with  a  pain  in  his  bowels,  fucceeded  by 
a  foetid  diarrhoea;  in  twenty-four  hours  he 
was  greatly  reduced,  frequently  difeharg- 
ing  two,  or  three  ounces  of  purulent  mat¬ 
ter,  attended  with  a  bloody  mucus  ;  we 
gave  him  lenient  purges,  fuch  as  fenna, 
manna,  and  a  folution  of  gum  arabic,  in 
barley-water ;  clyfters  prepared  with  a  de- 
coftion  of  the  bark  and  red  rofe  leaves 
were  frequently  adminidered  ;  thefe  in  a 
few  days  gave  relief,  and  the  matter  of  the 
internal  ulcer  being  difeharged  through  the 
redtum,  the  patient  recruited  every  day, 
and  on  December  the  5th,  1784,  was  able 
to  attend  his  former  bufinefs. 

In  forty-nine- days  he  took  fifty-eight 
ounces  of  that  lovefeign  medicine  the  bark, 
which  feemed  to  contribute  in  a  great  mca- 
fure  to  lys  perfedt  recovery. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XXXIV. 

A  large  Exfoliation  of  the  Libia  removed 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Whately,  F.  M.  S. 
Sutge on :  Communicated  ^John  Coak- 
LEY  LETTSON,  M.  D.  &C, 

Read  December  n,  1786. 

THE  following  Cafe  is  fubmitted  to  the 
Public,  not  for  its  novelty,  but  as  an 
inftance,  {hewing  to  what  extent  Nature 
is  able  to  operate,  and  how  cautious  we 
ought  to  be  in  determining  on  the  necef- 
fity  of  amputation. 

William  Olave,  No.  7,  Parfon’s-Yard, 
Shoreditch,  aged  forty-one,  of  a  healthy 
conftitution,  was  attacked  on  the  1 8th  of 
March  1783,  with  a  violent  pain  near  the 
inner  ancle  of  the  left  leg.  It  continued 
day  and  night  with  unremitting  violence, 
rendered  him  incapable  of  walking,  and 
deprived  him  of  deep.  An  external  indarn- 

Hh  3  matiori 
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mation  Toon  appeared  upon  the  lower  part 
of  the  Tibia,  which  in  ten  days  fuppura- 
ted  and  broke.  Though  the  pain  was  then 
lefs  fevere,  it  confined  him  chiefly  to  his 
bed  for  nine  months.  He  applied  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times  to  different  furgeons  for  relief; 
one  of  them  advifed  him  to  have  it  taken 
off  without  delay  ;  being  unwilling  to  con- 
fent  to  the  operation,  he  applied  to  a  pub¬ 
lic  inftitution,  was  twice  vifited  by  the 
furgeon,  who  each  time  preffed  him  to 
lofe  his  leg;  but  being  ftill  averfe  to  it, 

.  was  difmified  without  relief.  At  this  time 
I  firft  faw  him,  and  found  the  difeafe  to 
extend  more  than  fix  inches  along  the 
Tibia,  juft  above  the  inner  ancle ;  the  bone 
was  bare  in  feveral  places,  and  in  others 
were  many  ulcerated  holes  in  the  integu¬ 
ments  ;  he  had  alfo  much  pain  and  inflam¬ 
mation,  with  a  fluctuation  of  matter  juft 
above  the  outer  ancle,  and  was  much  ema- 

*  »  *■  4  *  p  +  I  •  •  •  »  *  ■  t  *  •  «  •  •  V 

dated. 

Having  opened  the  abfeefs  by  the  fide 
of  the  fibula  (which  was  found  to  com¬ 
municate  with  the  difeafed  Tibia),  I  tried 

6  whether 
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whether  the  bone  was  loofe,  but  could  not 
move  it,  till  a  ftrong  {harp -pointed  inftru- 
ment  was  fixed  upon  it,  and  even  then  the 
motion  was  barely  perceptible  on  pufhing 
it  fide-ways.  I  next  deftroyed  by  cauftics 
all  the  fungous  flefh  and  integuments  x, 
covering  thofe  parts  of  the  difeafed  bone 
that  wrere  not  bare,  which  gave  me  a  good 
view  of  the  whole  difeafe.  As  the  exfoli¬ 
ation  was  very  large,  I  found  Nature  had 
been  active  in  repairing  the  defect,  and  the 
prefence  of  the  dead  bone  preventing  a  de- 
pofition  of  ofiific  matter  in  its  proper  place, 
a  confiderable  layer  was  added  to  the  outer 
edge  of  the  Tibia  (being  the  only  part  un¬ 
exfoliated),  by  which  it  became  nearly  as 
strong  as  before  :  the  fame  procefs  was  coil- 

*  A  large  portion  of  the  Tibia  was  already  bare,  and 
it  was  abiolutely  neceflary  to  deltroy  by  cauftics  the 
fungous  granulations  and  integuments  which  covered, 
but  did  not  adhere  to  the  other  parts  of  the  bone,  as 
well  as  thofe  which*  hung  over  the  edges  of  it  j  for 
while  this  impediment  remained,  neither  the  new- 
formed  bone  could  have  been  removed,  nor  the  exfo¬ 
liated  piece  taken  out ;  nor  did  it  occafion  any  want  of 
integuments  at  the  dole  of  the  cure,  for  as  the  wound 
contraded,  the  old  integuments  approached  on  each 
fide  fo  near  as  perfedly  to  cover  the  place  where  the 
cavity  had  been. 


Hh  4 
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tinued  from  the  upper  edge  of  it,  and  ex¬ 
tended  fo  low  as  to  cover  a  large  part  of 
the  exfoliated  piece  by  a  layer  of  offific  mat¬ 
ter  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thicknefs.  This 
portion  of  the  layer  I  removed  piece-meal, 
by  means  of  a  levator,  to  make  way  for  the 
exfoliated  piece,  which  in  one  place  being 
nearly  divided,  I  completely  feparated 
by  applying  a  trephine,  and  readily  re¬ 
moved  the  upper  part,  which  was  two 
inches  in  length  and  one  in  breadth.  The 
lower  portion  of  the  exfoliated  bone  could 
now  be  moved  more  eafily,  and  having 
made  feveral  unfuccefsful  efforts  either  to 
extradt  it  whole  by  the  common  forceps, 
or  to  divide  it  by  the  trephine,  I  at  length 
procured  a  pair  of  large  and  ftrong  pincers, 
with  which  I  gradually  attempted  the  ex¬ 
traction  in  all  directions ;  it  feemed  jam¬ 
med  in  on  every  fide,  but  by  a  little  perfe- 
verance,  that  part  next  tl^  ancle  gave  way, 
and  fhortly  afterwards  I  extracted  the  whole, 
leaving  a  large  chafm  fix  inches  in  length, 
three  in  breadth,  and  in  the  part  next  the 
ancle,  three  in  depth ;  this  piece  weighed 
an  ounce  and  a  half,  was  nearly  four  inches 

long. 
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long,  2nd  two-thirds  of  the  fubftance  of 
the  Tibia  and  cancelli.  Dry  lint,  and  an 
emollient  poultice  were  applied  to  the  leg : 
the  firft  night  he  was  very  reftlefs,  but  the 
next,  flept  more  than  he  had  done  for  many 
preceding  months.  On  the  third  day  an 
eryftpelatous  inflammation  began  to  fpread 
upon  the  leg,  but  foon  ceafed  by  the  ufe 
of  bark  and  wine.  When  the  firft  dref- 
fings  were  digefted  from  the  wound,  I  ex¬ 
tracted  a  confiderable  piece  of  the  can¬ 
celli,  and  afterwards  feveral  other  pieces 
of  bone  ;  but  the  fiftulous  fore  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  leg  remained  open,  till  a 
large  Icofe  part  of  the  external  fide  of  the 
Tibia  was  removed  from  the  bottom  of  the 
wound,  after  which  it  healed  up. 

Though  fix  weeks  after  the  firft  opera¬ 
tion,  he  w'as  able  to  walk  two  miles  to  be 
drefled,  a  loofe  piece  of  exfoliated  bone 
ftill  remained  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
wound,  which  I  could  not  extraCf ;  but 
having  deftroyed  the  granulations  furround¬ 
ing  it,  by  cauftics,  I  found  that  it  paffed 
upwards,  under  an  arch  of  the  Tibia, 

within 
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within  the  cancelli.  To  fct  this  piece  at 
liberty,  1  expected  that  I  Should  have 
been  obliged  to  work  with  the  trephine 
through  the  found  Tibia  (which  in  this 
place  was  near  an  inch  thick)  but,  hap¬ 
pily,  I  divided  it  by  force  with  a  leva¬ 
tor  into  two  parts,  and  with  the  forceps 
readily  extracted  them,  each  being  an  inch 
long,  and  part  of  the  internal  lamina  of 
the  Tibia.  This  large  cavity  loon  filled 
up  with  granulations ;  in  a  few  months 
every  part  of  the  wound  was  perfectly 
healed ;  and  he  now  maintains  a  wife  and 

large  family  by  hard  labour, 

% 

# 

This  difeafe  feems  to  have  arifen  from 
the  violence  of  a  fuppurative  inflammation, 
unconnected  with  any  peculiar  virus,  which 
occasioned  a  mortification  of  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Tibia,  and  the  dead  part  being 
of  an  irregular  form,  and  firmly  linked 
within  the  found  bone,  was  ncceflarily 
prevented  from  having  a  free  motion  ;  and 
though  perfectly  feparated  from  it,  the 
ordinary  powers  of  nature  were  unable  to 
pall  it  off 5  force  alone  could  remove  it, 

which 
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which  inevitably  broke  off  thofe  parts  that 
were  afterwards  taken  away. 


Some  years  fi nee  I  removed  with  fuc<* 
cefs,  almoft  in  the  fame  manner,  a  large 
exfoliation  of  the  Tibia,  from  the  leg  of 
Jane  Bantam,  of  Edenfor,  Derbyshire, 
which  was  deemed  incurable.  The  exfo¬ 
liated  piece  was  longer  than  that  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  and  confifted  of  the  whole 
external  fubftance  of  the  Tibia. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XXXV. 

Memoirs  of  Jacques  Barbeu  Dubourg, 
Projejfor  of  /^Faculty  ^/Medicine 
of  Baris  3  Member  of  the  Royal  So^* 
ciety  <?/’Sciences  ^Montpellier, 
of  the  Medical  Society  ^London, 
and  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society 
of  Paris;  of  the  Academy  oj 'Scien¬ 
ces  of  Stockholm,  and  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Philosophical  Society  of 
Philadelphia:  By  J.  C.  Lettsom, 
M.  D.  &e. 

Read  February  25,  1787. 

To  the  Medical  Society  of  London. 

T  T  was  not  till  the  beginning  of  this 
A  month,  when  the  volume  of  your  Me¬ 
moirs  was  nearly  printed,  that  you  deter¬ 
mined  to  “  preferve  fome  honourable 
“  memorial  of  former  aflbeiates  who  may 
“  be  removed  by  death/’  and  appointed  me 
to  prepare  fome  account  of  my  late  honour¬ 
ed  friend  Dr.  Dubourg,  who  was  the  fir  ft 

correfponding 
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correfponding  member  elected  into  our  So¬ 
ciety  a.  Short  as  was  the  time  allotted  me 
for  effecting  it,  I  accepted  the  appointment, 
more  from  the  defire  of  offering  a  grateful 

tribute  to  his  memory,  than  from  a  prefump- 

■ 

tion  of  ability  to  do  juftice  to  it.  As  I  had 
not  the  honour  of  his  acquaintance  till  the 
year  1773,  I  am  compelled  to  draw  the 
Memoirs  of  his  Life,  till  that  period,  from 
the  Eloge,  publifhed  in  the  fecond  volume 
of  the  Hijloire  de  la  Societe  Royale  de 
Medicine . 


Jacques  Barbeu  Dubourg  was  bom 
at  Mayenne,  on  the  15th  of  February  1709, 
at  which  place  he  received  the  rudiments 
of  his  education ;  here  his  improvement 
was  rapid,  for  at  the  fifteenth  year  of  his 
age  he  had  fo  far  completed  his  education, 
as  to  refolve  upon  that  plan  of  life  which 
feemed  deftined  for  his  future  attachment 
and  cultivation.  He  had  two  brothers, 
who  had  devoted  themfelves  to  the  church, 
and  probably  fraternal  affedtion,  more  than 
moral  conftitution,  early  biafied  his  mind 
a  Oil  the  5th  day  of  Odlober,  1773. 


to 
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to  purfue  the  feme  path ;  and  from  this 
motive,  the  (tudy  of  theology  now  occu¬ 
pied  his  attention;  in  the  purfuit  of  which 
he  acquired  a  critical  knowledge  of  the 
Hebrew,  and  he  has  fince  been  frequently 
confulted  in  the  interpretation  of  the  inoft 
difficult  paflages  in  this  facred  language. 

As  a  fchohr,  and  as  a  moralift,  this 
amiable  youth  might  be  deemed  worthy  of 
the  prieflhood  ;  but  when  the  period  arrived 
that  the  irrevocable  oath  eflential  to  affii- 
ming  the  facerdotal  office  was  to  be  exacted, 
that  for  ever  binds  the  prieft  to  the  altar 
(and  which  can  never  be  pronounced  with¬ 
out  the  riilc  of  iacrilege),  his  mind,  in 
which  the  feeds  of  freedom  early  germi¬ 
nated,  revolted  at  the  profpeCt  of  perpetual 
reftraint,  and  made  him  abandon  a  choice 
that  was  primarily  dictated  by  the  example 
of  thofe  he  moft  loved,  rather  than  by 
conviction  of  judgment. 

Freed  from  the  (hackles  of  theological 
ftudies,  he  cultivated  literature  in  general, 
as  much  more  congenial  to  that  liberality  of 

mind, 
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mind,  and  favourable  to  that  fpirit  of  in¬ 
dependence,  which  conftituted  the  moil 
prominent  features  in  his  character. 

►  »  ,  *  %  1  •  * 

In  the  gratification  of  his  own  unbiased 
tafte,  poetry  and  hiftory  became  his  fa¬ 
vourite  ftudies,  to  which  he  united  thofe 
more  immediately  connected  with  medicine; 
though  it  was  not  till  the  thirty-eighth  year 
of  his  age  that  he  offered  himfelf  before  the 
Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Paris,  into  which 
body  he  was  admitted  in  the  year  1748, 
after  having  maintained  his  Thefes  with 
great  fpirit  and  diflinguifhed  reputation  b ; 
but  prior  to  this  period  he  had  evinced  his 
attachment  to  the  fcience  of  medicine  by  his 
defence  of  it  againft  the  College  of  Surgery c. 

His 

*  His  Thefes  were, 

J  $ 

1.  Daturne  etiam  v  kali  urn  organorum  famnus  ?  afF. 

1746. 

2.  Utrum  anni  climacteric^  caeteris  pericutofiores  ? 

neg.  1747. 

3.  An  Variolarum  morbus  abfque  eruptione  ?  afF. 

*747- 

4.  An  Trachaeotomlae  nunc  Scalpellum,  nunc  trigo- 

nus  mucro  ?  affirmat,  1748. 

c  Lettre,  &c.  a  Pabbe  Desfontaines  au  fujet  de  la 
tnattrife-fcs-arts.  1743,  in  lamo* 


Deux 
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His  reception  into  the  faculty  of  medi¬ 
cine  interrupted  not  his  literary  labours  j 
the  correspondence  which  he  maintained 
with  the  learned  in  England  and  Italy, 
rendered  it  requifite  for  him  to  acquire  the 
languages  of  thefe  relpedtive  countries. 
Ilis  friendfhip  with  the  celebrated  Lord 
Bolingbroke  more  particularly  infpired  him 
with  a  tafte  for  Englifh  literature,  and  he 
tranflated  with  fuccefs  this  nobleman’s  let¬ 
ters  on  Hiftory,  from  Pope’s  edition  in 
1738  d,  to  which  he  added  a  tranflation  of 
an  ingenious  and  philofophical  letter  by 
Lord  Bathurfl,  upon  the  advantages  of 
retirement,  which  teaches  us  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  ourielves  in  the  fweet  enjoyment 
cf  meditation ;  and  upon  the  utility  of 
Study,  which  in  multiplying  the  fources 
of  virtue  and  happinefs,  helps  us  to  de- 
ferve  the  efteem  of  men,  and  as  much  as 
potfible  to  live  without  them,  and  in  exile 
is  equally  ufeful  to  the  wife  man  as  to  the 

Deux  lettres  a  un?  dame  au  fujet  d’une  experience  dc 
Chirurgic  O.ite  a  la  Charite,  ie  22  Juin  1744.  Paris,  8vo. 

6  Lettres  fur  l’hiftoire,  traduites  dc  Bolingbroke, 
2  vols.  i2mo.  Paris  1752. 


fool. 
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fool,  lince  by  it  the  one  finds  repofe,  and 
the  other  his  reafon. 

Man,  who  is  but  an  atom  on  the  Globe , 
and  whofe  exiftence  on  it  is  tranfitory,  has 
by  his  induftry,  and  by  his  indefatigable 
curiofity,  difcovered  the  relations  of  the 
parts  of  which  it  confifts,  and  afcertained 
the  periods  of  the  revolutions  which  they 
have  undergone.  Two  fciences,  Geogra¬ 
phy  and  Chronology ,  have  been  the  reluk 
of  thefe  refearches,  and  it  is  upon  thefe 
that  the  knowledge  of  hiftory  is  founded  : 
the  whole  extent  of  the  earthly  globe,  in 
the  ft  riel  fenfe  of  the  fir  ft,  is  but  a  circuin- 
feribed  fpace,  which  it  meafures  with  pre- 
cifion,  according  to  the  dimen fions  of  its 
heighth  and  breadth,  upon  which  the  im- 
menfe  ocean,  the  courie  of  rivers,  and  the 
chain  of  mountains  are  inftantly  perceived, 
and  which  prefents  in  a  fingle  table  all 
the  known  climates,  ranged  according  to 
the  proportion  of  their  diftances.  The 
fecond  traces  and  adjufts  the  fucceftion  of 
events ;  lefs  compounded  than  Geography , 
the  objedts  of  which  it  treats,  like  time, 
voj,.  1.  I  i  have 
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have  but  one  dimenfion,  that  of  their  dura-r 
tion.  Chronology  hitherto  had  not  been  re¬ 
duced  on  tables ;  Dubourg  had  the  merit 
of  conceiving  this  arduous  defign  in  thirty- 
five  plates d,  which  placed  together,  and 
rolled  upon  two  cylinders,  imitated  the 
revolution  of  centuries,  and  compofed  a 
chronological  table,  extending  to  the  year 
J75 3,  when  our  author  wrote. 

After  having  thus  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
as  the  hiftorian  of  all  nations  and  ages,  he 
conduced  a  journal  of  medicine,  entitled. 
Gazette  d'Epidaure #,  which  continued  three 
years,  and  contained  many  practical  and 
interefting  obfervations. 

Sometime  afterwards,  the  phyficians  and 
furgeons  of  Paris  were  much  divided  on  a 
medical  legal  difquifition  on  the  duration 
of  geftation,  and  the  time  of  parturition  ; 

*  Thefe  were  preceded  by  an  explanatory  difeourfe. 
Tables  have  been  lince  formed  in  England  by  Dr. 
Prieftley,  Dr.  Blair,  and  Dr.  Playfair. 

e  Gazette  d’Epidaure,  ou  Recueil  hebdomadaire  des 
nouvelles  de  medicine,  &c.  Paris,  1761 — 63,  8vo, 
4  voL 


which 
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which  was  conducted  with  great  heat  and 
acrimony  by  the  different  parties :  Dr. 
Dubourg  was  engaged  in  this  controverfy, 
and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  a  valuable  and 
elaborate  publication  f,  by  which  he  ac¬ 
quired  additional  fame  and  reputation,  like 
the  date  Dodor  Hunter,  upon  a  fubjed  not 
very  difiimilar  :  this  amiable  phyfician  was 
on  the  fide  of  humanity ;  for  a  mind 
endued  with  fentiments  of  honour  and 
virtue,  is  the  leaft  liable  to  fufped  the 
want  of  them  in  others. 


To  the  cultivation  of  Botany  he  devo¬ 
ted  much  of  his  time.  His  garden,  whith 
contained  a  large  affemblage  of  plants,  was 
open  to  ffudents,  and  the  lovers  of  Botany  $ 
and  in  1767  he  published  a  copious  work  g, 
explanatory  of  his  new  method  of  arrange 
ing  plants ;  which  alfo  comprifed  many 

f  Recherches  fur  la  duree  de  la  groflefle  et  le  term© 

de  l’accouchement.  Amfterdam,  1765. 

/  , , 

g  Le  Botanifte  Francois,  coniprenant  toutes  les 
plantes  communes  ef  ufuelles,  difpofees  fuivant  une 
nouvelle  methode  e:  decrites  en  langage  vulgaire, 
2  vol.  !2mo. 
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1  f 

curious  eRays  on  the  nature  of  difeafes  and 
their  remedies. 

In  perfon,  Dr.  Dubourg  was  fomewhat 
above  the  middle  flature,  and  full,  but 

not  grofs  in  figure  ;  of  a  fair  complexion, 

t  » 

and  great  affability  in  his  countenance, 
with  a  firmnefs,  at  the  fame  time,  in  his 
features,  which  conveyed  the  idea  of  the 
union  of  dignity  of  mind,  with  foftnefs  of 
manners  :  with  a  conflitution  thus  organi¬ 
zed  for  the  happy  acquirement  of  confi¬ 
dential  intercourle,  his  understanding  was 
refined  and  improved  by  the  cultivation  of 
letters,  and  deep  reflection  on  man,  in  the 
moft  extended  view  ;  this  is  particularly  evi¬ 
dent  in  his  “  Code  de  la  raifon  humaine h 
in  which  he  firfl  confiders  him  in  his  indivi¬ 
dual  exiftence,  and  afterwards  purfues  the 
invefligition  through  all  his  relative  duties 
in  life  ;  as  the  member  of  a  family  in  the 
patriarchal  flate,  till  he  becomes  a  citizen  of 
the  world,  in  the  moft  enlarged  and  philofo- 
phical  view,  formed  for  communicating  hap- 

h  Petit  code  de  la  raifon  humaine,  ou  Expofition  f  jc- 
ein&e  de  ce  que  la  raifon  diCte  a  tous  les  homme?,  5c c. 

1773- 

pine  fs 
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pinefs  to  others,  and  of  participating  in  it, 
as  flowing  from  the  divine  and  inexhauftible 
fource. 

A  mind  actuated  by  fuch  fentiments  of 
urbanity,  muft  be  peculiarly  prone  to  the 
intercourfe  of  the  moft  generous  and  focial 
affedlions,  which  begets  friendships,  found¬ 
ed  upon  fincerity,  and  unites  friends  in  in- 
difloluble  bonds  of  amity.  In  this  facred 
union,  the  befl  and  wifeft  of  men  have 
been  the  moft  choice  in  forming  con¬ 
nections,  which  influence  and  improve 
the  deareft  enjoyments  of  life.  Dr.  Du- 
bourg,  with  an  affability  of  liberal  and 
eafy  manners,  maintained  a  fcrupulous 
caution  in  forming  his  friendships  :  often 
has  he  faid,  “  f  aimer ois  mieux ,  avoir  un 
ct  honnete  homme  pour  ennemi ,  qu  un  fri - 
“  pon  pour  ami" 

About  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  there  arofe  a  luminary  in  the 
new,  whofe  radiance  was  perceptible  in 
the  moft  enlightened  nations  of  the  old 
hemifphere.  It  was  in  that  province,  which 
not  a  century  before,  was  the  feat  of  fava- 

I  i  3  ges. 
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ges,  wherein  Penn  diffufed  the  mild  ipirit 
of  legiflation,  and  of  religion,  that  Frank¬ 
lin ,  a  native  of  Bofton,  firfl  burft  forth 
upon  the  philofophical  world,  and  realized, 
what  the  warm  imagination  of  poets  had 
aferibed  to  Prometheus.  But  the  fire 
which  the  enterprize  of  his  great  mind  had 
fnatched  from  heaven,  he  controlled ;  and 
rendered  one  of  the  mod  active  and  tre¬ 
mendous  agents  in  nature,  fubfervient  to 
his  direction,  and  to  that  of  poftcrity. 

Our  departed  aflociate  Was  admitted  into 
the  friendship  of  this  great  philofopher 
early  in  the  year  1773,  and  ever  afterwards 
continued  one  of  his  molt  intimate  and 
bofom  aflociates ;  and  it  was  our  colleague 
that  had  the  honour  of  diffufing  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  electrical  philofophy  through¬ 
out  France  and  the  continent  of  Europe, 
by  the  publication  of  Oeuvres  de  Mr. 
Franklin. 


About  this  time  I  viiited  Paris,  from 
whence  Franklin  was  recently  returned, 
who  gave  me  a  letter  of  introduction  to 
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Dr.  Dubourg,  part  of  which  he  publifhed 
in  the  fecond  volume  of  Franklin  s  Works 9 
and  this  was  the  firfl  inftance  of  my  name 
being  recorded  in  print. 


In  France,  where  literature  has  begot  a 
fpirit  of  free  inquiry,  a  zeal  for  liberty 
and  the  rights  of  mankind,  has  been  gra¬ 
dually  diffufed,  and  a  paffion  for  patriotifm 
has  pervaded  their  confidential  circles,  and 
particularly  influenced  the  character  of  the 
youth.  Our  colleague,  whofe  love  of  free¬ 
dom  and  dread  of  reftraint,  had  determi¬ 
ned  him,  at  his  fixteenth  year,  to  relinquish 
profpeds  of  advantage  for  the  liberal  pur- 
fuits  of  philofophy,  had  the  fame  indepen¬ 
dency  of  mind,  confirmed  by  the  maturity 
of  judgment ;  his  recent,  but  intimate  con¬ 
nexion  with  Franklin ,  animated  his  zeal 
for  the  profperity  of  nafcent  republics ;  and 
in  his  fixty-fourth  year  he  was  the  firjl  ally 
that  America  could  claim  in  France . 

There  is  an  union  between  the  fexes  of 
heart  and  foul;  of  fublime  friendfhip,  found¬ 
ed  upon  unlimited  affedion,  which  places 

I  i  4  man 
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man  in  the  fird  and  mod  endearing  litua- 
tion  he  can  pofiibly  enjoy  :  and  few  par¬ 
took  of  the  blefiings  of  connubial  felicity  in 
a  more  exalted  enjoyment  than  Dubourg. 
That  man  is  depraved  beyond  redemption, 
who,  inllnfible  to  female  endearments,  prides 
himfelf  in  an  apathy  which  deprives  him 
of  the  fined  feelings  annexed  to  his  nature  : 
not  fo,  with  the  phyfician  and  philofopher 
whofe  lofs  we  regret,  and  whofe  memory 
we  gratefully  record  ;  who,  fenftble  of  do- 
medic  felicity,  gloried  in  his  conjugal  at¬ 
tachment,  and  wreathed  in  a  civic  crown, 
laurels  of  public  fame,  in  dedicating  to 
his  bofom  companion,  Le  Botanijle  Fran¬ 
cois,  a  work  publifhed  in  176 7,  in  two 
duodecimo  volumes. 

As  he  was  devoted  to  her  in  the  ten¬ 
dered  affedtion,  he  bemoaned  her  deceafe, 
which  happened  in  Augud  1 777,  with  tears 
of  afRidtion,  which  nothing  could  wipe  away 
but  time,  and  the  confolations  of  religion 
and  philofophy.  His  letter  to  me,  which 
announced  this  melancholy  circumdance,  I 
have  repeatedly  read,  and  as  often  admired 

the 
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the  melancholy  expreffions  he  indulged  in 
his  lofs,  and  the  Chriftian  fubmiffion  with 
which  he  endeavoured  to  fupport  it.  The 
ardour  of  youthful  affedtion  is  distinguished 
for  generous  warmth  ;  but  as  it  is  often 
formed  from  paflion,  rather  than  judg¬ 
ment,  it  dazzles,  but  does  not  confame ; 
and  the  fires  of  youth  are  fooner  extin¬ 
guished  than  the  embers  of  age  :  Dubourg 
mourned  his  loft  mate  till  death  placed 
them  in  the  fame  cemetery.  He  was  at¬ 
tacked  by  a  fever  early  in  December  1779, 
of  which  he  died  on  the  1 3th,  in  the  Seventy- 
fir  ft  year  of  his  age. 

Religion,  the  firft  gift  of  heaven  to  man, 
calculated  to  promote  his  happinefs  here, 
and  to  fecure  it  in  futurity,  has  too  often 
been  perverted  to  the  worft  of  purpofes ;  in¬ 
stead  of  diffufing  mutual  happinefs,  it  has 
been  the  engine  of  mutual  injuries  ;  but  the 
philanthropy  of  Dubourg  embraced  the 
amities  of  the  gofpel,  and  univerfal  tolera¬ 
tion  was  the  ardent  wiSh  of  his  heart.  The 
addrefs  of  Barclay  to  the  Prince  then  on  the 
British  throne,  which  for  boldnefs  and  truth 


is 
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is  unequalled  in  hiftory,  he  often  read  td 
circles  of  his  acquaintance ;  and  in  the 
liberal  warmth  of  his  heart,  he  thus  con¬ 
cluded  it,  “  May  I  live  to  fee  that  feft,  to 
“  whofe  opinions  Barclay  gave  a  fyftem, 
€€  eftablifhed  in  France.’ ’  Little  did  1  then 
think  that  the  prayer  of  Dubourg  would 
be  realized  by  the  policy  of  De  Vergennes  ; 
that  the  Quakers  of  Nantucket  would  find 
an  afylum  in  1787  in  the  bofom  of  France. 

It  is  not  the  prince  alone,  fupreme  as 
he  is,  that  forms  the  genius  of  an  empire ; 
it  is  the  gradual  evolution  of  fentiment  in 
the  people,  which  is  flow  in  its  progrefs, 
but  permanent  in  its  duration  :  this  fhould 
encourage  every  good  citizen  to  exertion, 
in  gradually  diffufing  among  the  people 
juft  and  virtuous  principles,  which  ulti¬ 
mately  conduce  to  private  and  public  hap- 
pinefs :  every  man  has  his  circle  of  in¬ 
fluence,  and  fo  far  as  he  extends  the  light 
of  truth,  he  contributes  to  improve  man¬ 
kind  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  liberal 
fpirit  of  toleration,  which  Dr.  Dubourg 
long  and  uniformly  promoted,  conduced 

with 
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with  the  efforts  of  others,  to  prepare  the 
minds  of  the  French  for  a  fyftem  of  reli¬ 
gious  toleration,  to  which  they  would  not 
have  been  reconciled,  at  any  period,  fince 
the  revocation  of  the  edidt  of  Nantz,  till 
the  Auguftan  age  of  Lewis  the  fixteenth. 

May  the  beneficent  fpirit  of  philofophy, 
that  inhabited  the  breafl  of  our  departed 
aifociate,  infpire  the  rulers  of  the  earth,  to 
extend  to  man  the  privilege  of  addreffing 
his  Creator,  in  the  language  of  his  own 
heart,  to  whom  alone  he  is  finally  amena¬ 
ble  for  his  faith  and  for  his  actions. 
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